Modi meets Trump, raises
safety of Indian seafarers

PM commends Trump for his efforts to restore peace in West Asia, stresses importance of keeping

the Strait of Hormuz open; Trump praises Modi, says U.S. and India ‘very close’ to trade agreement

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Wednesday raised

the issue, in broad terms,
of the safety of seafarers
with U.S. President Trump
during their bilateral meet-
ing in Evian, France, on
the fringes of the G7
Summit.

the killing of three Indian
seafarers in a U.S. strike
last week off the coast of
Oman.

Holding hands: PM Narendra Modi with U.S. President Donald
Trumpeon the sidelines of the G7 meet in France on Wednesday. Ap

or his etforts to restore

peace in West Asia and said
he was confident this
would lead to a long-term

peace in the region. The

Mr. Trump was asked by
a pressperson if he had
words of condolence for
the grieving families of the

sailors. “I heard about that.
It is a rough profession.
There is no question about
it,” he said, adding, “this
has been happening
throughout time, but we
work together. We love all
of those people.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Modi raises seafarers’
safety in Trump meet

praise on Mr. Modi repeatedly and their friend-
ship, painting a picture at odds with the mounting
challenges the relationship has had to weather in
recent times, including a protracted trade negotia-
tion, restrictions on skilled migration, the death of
Indian sailors, and a closeness with the Pakistan
government that has ruffled feathers in New
Delhi.

“He’s the most beautiful looking man. He looks
so nice. He’s like an-angel, but actually he’s a kill-
er,” Mr. Trump said, praising Mr. Modi. “He’s as
tough as they come, but he looks so good. So he
gets you by surprise,” he added.

Mr. Trump said he appreciated Mr. Modi (i.e.,
India) investing in the U.S.

Mr. Trump suggested he would go to India at
some point in the future.

Following the meeting, Mr. Modi posted on so-
cial media saying the two sides had reviewed U.S.-
India cooperation in trade, energy, defence, tech-
nology and people-to-people ties.



[ran-U.S. framework
deal outlines nuclear
pledge, financial relief

Stanly Johny

which was published by
Saudi Arabia’s Al Arabiya
network and the Bloom-
berg news agency on Wed-
nesday.

The  memorandum of
understanding is expected
to be'signed in Geneva on
Friday. The draft stated
that Iran has pledged never
to produce nuclear wea-
pons and, pending a final
agreement, maintain a sta-
tlis quo on its nuclear pro-
gramme. However, the AP
reported later that un-
named U.S. officials read
out the draft to pressper-

Peace process

The 14-point framework
is expected to be signed
in Geneva tomorrow

U.S. PLEDGES

m Lifting sanctions on Iran’s
products.and services,
including crude and banking

| ==

i —

u Immediate lifting of naval
blockade

= Withdrawing forces from
‘surrounding areas’

IRAN PLEDGES

m Restoring pre-war traffic
through Strait of Hormuz

= Never produce nuclear
weapons

sons, according to which
Iran has agreed to down-
blend (dilute) its highly en-
riched uranium under the
supervision of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy
Agency.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Under the agreement, the U.S. and Iran have
pledged to “respect each other’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and to refrain from interfering
in each other’s internal affairs”.
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will be toll-free. According to Iran’s Foreign Minis-
try, however,

Nuclear talks in next phase

BEapems- Iran and the U.S. have agreed that the
fate of enriched material and the fate of all other
mutually agreed nuclear-related issues, including
Iran’s nuclear needs, will be adequately addressed
in a final agreement,” the leaked text says.

Two of the contentious points of the MoU are
Iran’s demands for the unfreezing of its assets and
e.
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India, UK. announce

Bly I8 as trade deal

implementation date

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

vernments announced on
Wednesday.

These tariffs and quotas

were not part of the trade
deal negotiations and sud-
denly halted the imple-
mentation process.
According to Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal,
a team from India has been
in the U.K. over the last few
days to move things along.

Modi posted on X follow-
ing the announcement.
“This agreement will sig-
nificantly boost our bilater-
al trade and investment.”

5

PM Modi with his British
counterpart Keir Starmer
during the G7 Summit.

said that such protections
would be through a mix of

country-specific quotas,
residual quotas and access
under an Authorised Use
Scheme (AUS).

‘Landmark consensus’
“Demonstrating the collab-
orative strength of the In-
dia-U.K. Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CETA), India
and the United Kingdom
have successfully reached
a landmark consensus to
safeguard and promote bi-
lateral steel trade,” the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and
Industry said in a release.

Without revealing de-
tails on what exactly the
solution to the U.K. steel ta-
riff issue would entail, the
release added that “both
sides mutually agreed to
protect commercial inter-
ests, minimise market dis-
ruptions, and ensure an ov-
erall balanced and stable
trading environment for
exporters”.



Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI
(FY) 2025-26, the Defence

According to the Minis-
try, the milestone repre-
sents

The indigenous defence
production has increased
almost four times from
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DESPITE FORMATION OF SPECIAL POLICE UNIT, CONVICTION RATE AT4.82%

Accused notidentified in 55% cases: Data

on crimes against North-EastIndians

Sakshi Chand
New Delhi, June17

TheIndian Express, underscor-
ingpersistent gapsininvestiga-
tions despite the creation of a
specialised police unit intended
to address such cases.
“Untraced” herereferstoac-
cused whom the police could
not identify, locate or appre-
hend despite conducting
probes. Formore than adecade,
the Delhi Police has registered
thousands of complaints invol-
ving crimes against people from

Sources said that senior po-
lice officers have recently di-
rected the ACPHeadquartersto

» Majority of crimes reportedin 4 of 15 police districtin last 12 years

[ No.oF | PenDING | PENDING | | N T b [ convicten
DISTRICT | = FILED|INVESTIGATION|  TRIAL QUASHED** | UNTRACED | CONVICTED IN%)
Soth | 42 | 15 | 130 | 4Tgmy 29 § 1 037
South East 226 8 85 25 » 106 2 15
SouthWest | 982 18 269 P 101 J 983 n 1.58
} 4 4 . bs : 4
Dwarka 223 10 47 34 129 3 1.8
| across cmr" 2656 | 74 771 \ E 313 1465 | 33 | 182
**QUASHED/CANCELLED/COMPROMISED/DISCHARGED/ACQUITTAL, *BETWEEN 2014 TO 30.04.26, SOURCE: DELHI POLICE
review cases in which investiga- ’f'c';r'neaﬂMf allFIRsinvol- during the period covered
tions have remained pending i mbers of the North-  bythedata.
for more than two years. East community. The figuresarrive more than
Dataalsosh ata Outcomes varied sharply adecade after Delhi Police cre-
771 cases remain pendin across districts. ated its North-East Cell, a
while 74 are still Outer North recorded the  specialised unit established in
gation. highestconvictionrateat11.7%, 2014 following recommenda-

cases isun

South West district recorded
982 FIRs - roughly 37 per cent
ofiall complaints during the
period - and also reported the
largest number of untraced
cases, at583. South district reg-
istered 412 FIRs, including 219
untraced cases. South East dis-
trict and Dwarka recorded 226
and 223 FIRs respectively. Com-
bined, the four districts account

followed by Rohini at 11.1%,
West district at 7.69% and
Dwarka at 7.14%. But those dis-
tricts accounted for com-
paratively few cases. South
West district, despite recording
the highest volume of com-
plaints, reported only 11 convic-
tions. Several districts and
specialised units - including
North East, East, Railway,
Metro, IGI Airport and Special
Cell - recorded no convictions

tions made by the M. P. Bezba-
ruah Committee. The commit-
tee was constituted by the
Union Ministry of Home Affairs
after the death of Nido Tania, a
student from Arunachal Pra-
desh, and was tasked with
examining racial discrimina-
tion, harassment and violence
faced by people from the North-
EastinIndian cities.The North-
East Cell was intended to serve
as a nodal agency: addressing

grievances, monitoring crimi-
nal cases, coordinating with dis-
trict police, maintaining data
and conducting outreach
among residents from the re-
gion living in Delhi.

Its creation, police officers
said, reflected an institutional
recognitionthat membersofthe
North-East often faced distinct
barriers in reporting crimes and
navigating the justice system.

“More than a decade after
the death of Nido Tania
prompted calls for institutional
reform, the data raises broader
questions about whether im-
provementsinreportingmech-
anisms have translated into
stronger investigations, faster
trials and better outcomes for
victims.Yet the latest data sug-
gests that those structural con-
cerns remain unresolved,” a
senior officer said.

Significantly, this year has
seen a rise in crime against
people fromthe North-East. Ear-
lier in 2026, two women from
Assam alleged they were as-
saulted and subjected to racist
remarks near South Delhi’s
Nehru Place. In another case,
three women from Arunachal
Pradesh alleged racial abuse by
neighbours in Malviya Nagar.



Exam failures run
deeper than Telegram

The NTA'sargument
may well be valid. Identifying where the illicit papers appeared
isimportant. Butthemore crucial question is how this subtetfuge
ESCEREUECI N SIPEEE . /s investigations into last
month’s leak have indicated, the roots of the illegal activity lie in
the chain of custody which governs the setting, printing, trans-

In the aftermath of last month’s exam cancellation, the gov-
ernment has taken some meaningful steps. It has strengthened
coordination between the NTA, ¢cybercrime units, and law en-
forcement agencies. Investigative agencies have widened in-
quiries into the paper mafia, and law enforcers have clamped
down on networks allegedlyinvolved in circulating leaked ma-
terials. These targeted actions need tobe expanded and givenin-

stitutional heft. CONFESENSHARNOIICICErANISAbINHN

In the past two decades, repeated instances of malpractice
have raised questions over the examination system’s integrity.
Last month’s failure was the second controversy over the medical
entrance test in two years. The Radhakrishnan Committee, ap-
pointed by the government on the SC’s nudge — after the 2024
examinations were roiled by allegations of irregularities — rec-
ommended strengthening the NTA's accountability mechanism.
The agency’suse of private vendors has drawn criticism from par-
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Delhi HC issues notice
to govt. on Telegram’s
plea over suspension

Firm alerted to fabricated NEET questions being sold on its platform, but

issues persisted, says Centre; company tells court it acted on complaints

@

Ishita Mishra

NEW DELHI

Justice Tejas Karia di-
rected the government to
submit its -response by
Thursday.

The matter stems from
the Centre’s temporary
suspension of Telegram
amid concerns that organ-
ised cheating networks in-
volved in the NEET-UG
controversy were using the
messaging app to circulate
leaked or fabricated ques-
tion papers and coordinate
fraudulent activities. The
restrictions were issued by

Our app is used by students who
regularly get study material over it.

Teachers use our platform to teach. It’s used for
business purposes and even for several other
things. This is a curtailment of fundamental
rights of those who use our app

TELEGRAM
In Delhi High Court

During the hearing, Sol-
icitor-General Tushar Meh-
ta, who represented the
Centre, alleged that several
channels on the platform
were being used to offer
leaked examination ques-
tions in exchange for mo-
ney. He added that the
authorities had repeatedly
alerted the company to
these concerns and shared
specific examples, but the
issues persisted. He said,

“If you give me time till to-
morrow morning at 8 a.m.,
I will place shocking things
before the court.”

Senior Advocate Dhruv
Mehta, who appeared for
Telegram, challenged the
legality of the blocking or-
der and contended that it
reflected a failure to con-
sider the company’s res-
ponses. He told the court
that Telegram had acted on
lists of objectionable chan-
nels supplied by authori-
ties. “We have removed all
the contents that you have
pointed out,” he said, ad-
ding that the company had
cooperated throughout the
process.




India to meet 3% compressed

biogas blending goal for FY27’

Saptaparno Ghosh

NEW DELHI

The Hindu.

They added with more
CBG plants under varied
stages of construction, this
would provide a fillip to-

Abiogas Plant at Bengaluru in
the State of Karnataka.

. “In April, CBG sales
| were approximately 0.66
mmscmd and about 0.63
mmscmd in May,” they

stated, ng that at
e

the pr of con-
sun n they amount to
nearly 2% of blending.
More plants

According to the Petro-
leum Ministry’s Gobard-
han portal, construction of
324 CBG/bio-CNG plants
are under progress while
construction work is yet to
start on 1,261 plants.
Suresh N.S., senior re-
search scientist, Strategic
Initiatives Group at think-
tank CSTEP said geopoliti-
cal developments under-
score urgency of boosting
India’s domestic energy se-
curity and reducing depen-
dence on imported fuels.

Rupee up for
fourth session
in row on
softer oil price

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Indian currency appreciat-
ed for the fourth consecu-
tive session on Wednesday,
closing at ¥94.50 a dollar,
up 10 paisa as easing ten-
sions between U.S. and
Iran cooled crude prices.
“Local currency outper-
formed Asian peers as oil
prices continued to soften
on expectation of easing
energy supply pressures
from a U.S.-Iran deal. Tech-
nically, spot USD-INR faces
resistance at 95.10,” said
Dilip Parmar, research
analyst at HDFC Securities



U.S.-Iran deal could remove restrictions on
tankers; unlock banking, insurance access

Before the conflict, international shipping through the Strait of Hormuz operated without tolls, service fees or any mandatory reporting to national

authorities; while the US. says no tolls should be imposed, Iran says ships transiting the strait will have to pay a service fee and report to authorities

NEWS ANALYSIS

M. Kalyanaraman

Under the agreement,
the U.S. will lift its naval
blockade and help restore
maritime traffic within 30
days. Iran, in turn, has
committed to restoring
traffic “proportional to the
pre-war volume” and to fa-

- -
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Tankers and cargo vessels in the Gulf of Oman, along shipping
routes linking the Strait of Hormuz and the Arabian Sea. AP

cilitating the movement of
merchant vessels to and
from the Persian Gulf with-
in the same period.
According to the text pu-
blished by Al Arabiya,
Washington has agreed to

immediately lift Treasury
Department sanctions on
exports of Iranian crude
oil, petroleum products
and derivatives, along with
related services such as
banking, insurance and

transportation.

In practical terms, this
would remove restrictions
on tankers previously sanc-
tioned for carrying Iranian
oil and enable them to ac-
cess international banking
systems, insurance mar-
kets and credit facilities
more easily.

Days before the MoU
was signed, the U.S. car-
ried out punitive strikes on
vessels allegedly transport-
ing Iranian oil, including
two ships bound for India
and crewed by Indian sea-
farers, three of whom were
killed. Subsequently, U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio maintained that the
transport of “illicit” Ira-
nian oil would not be per-

mitted. However, negotia-
tions on sanctions relief
had reportedly been near-
ing completion for several
days. Before the conflict,
international shipping
through the Strait of Hor-
muz, a naturally occurring
one, operated without
tolls, service fees or any
mandatory reporting to na-
tional authorities. Malacca-
Singapore straits involve
reporting to national auth-
orities for the purpose of
safe navigation but no fee,
i ibraltar.

Capt. Ritesh Kumar, a vete-
ran master mariner.






Elon Musk’s Al tool Grok was
used in strikes against Iran: U.S.

Agence France-Presse

SAN FRANCISCO

The project’s Maven Smart Systems ‘enabled U.S. forces to deploy over 2,000

In the brief, the U.S. Depart-  munitions to 2,000 distinct targets within 96 hours, a statement said. REUTERS
ment of Justice argued that the
lawsuit “threatens American na- Maven, the U.S. military’s Al-as-  greatly increased operational ef-
tional, economic, and energy sisted targeting program that ficiency made possible by the
security by seeking to shut off  was initially powered by An-  Grok Gov Model”.
the power supply for artificial  thropic’s Claude model.
intelligence innovation that sup-
ports the Department of War’s
military operations.”

To support the argument,
federal prosecutors presented
testimony from Pentagon Al
chief Cameron Stanley in which
he states, under oath, that Grok Mr. Stanley praised Mr.
is already in use within Project  Musk’s technology and “the




® JEFF BEZOS PAINTS A ROSY VISION OF TECHNOLOGY, SPOTLIGHTING HIS SPACE VENTURE BLUE ORIGIN AND HIS NEW'A.I. STARTUP PROMETHEUS

Alwilllead tolabour shortages notjoblosses, says Bezos

Reuters
Paris, June17

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
will lead to labour shortages,
not the replacement of hu-
mans, Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos predicted in a highly op-
timisticappearance at the Viva-
Techtechnology conferencein
Paris on Wednesday.

Bezos put forward arosy vi-
sion of how technology will
help humanity, speaking about
projects including his space
venture Blue Origin and his
new Al startup Prometheus,
which is aimed at speeding up
physical manufacturing.

“Iknow there's a lot of con-
cernthat many people have, in-

cluding many smart people,
that Al is going to make hu-
mans redundant and so on,”
Bezos said. “I totally disagree
with this point of view. And I
think, in fact, Alisgoing tocre-
ate alabor shortage.”

Half of Americans fear the
rise of Al could put them or
someone in their household
out of work, a Reuters/Ipsos poll
found this month.

Bezos, the world's fourth-ri-
chest person with a net worth
around $250 billion,
argued that people have “end-

ess” things to do, and are cur-
rently limited by barriers that
he said Al would lower.

One goal of space explora-
tionisto move pollutingindus-

Jeff Bezos at the 10th edition of the VivaTech technology startups
andinnovation fair in Paris on Wednesday. reuters

tries off Earth, said Bezos,
whose Blue Origin aims to com-
pete with trillionaire Elon

Musk's SpaceX in rockets.
“If space travel gets reliable

Iknow there’s

alotof concern
thatmany people
have... that Alis going
to make humans
redundantand so on.
Itotally disagree with
this point of view. I
think, in fact, Alis
goingtocreatea
labour shortage.”

JEFF BEZOS,
FOUNDER OF AMAZON, BLUE ORIGIN

enough, and we can get ma-
terials fromasteroids and near-

Earth objects and the moon,
then this garden planet can be
returned to its pre-Industrial
Revolution state,” Bezos said.
Appearing together with
Bezos was Blue Origin CEO
David Limp, who said recon-
struction of the firm's launch
pad for New Glenn rockets has
begun in Florida following a
dramatic explosion in May.
Musk hasalso put forward a
lofty vision for space ahead of
last week's SpaceX IPO, includ-
ing plans to create cities on the
moon and Mars. In an inter-
view with JPMorgan CEO
Jamie Dimon last week, he
talked about firing Al data
centres into space and having
vacations on the moon.



UCC Bill to be tabled in

Monsoon Session of M.P.

Assembly in July, says CM

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

“In the [upcoming] As-
sembly session, the go-
vernment will bring up va-
rious important and
contemporary issues. One
of them will be the com-
mon civil code, and we
are progressing towards
that,” Mr. Yadav said ad-
dressing reporters on the
Assembly premises.

He hoped that “it will
be passed in this session
itself”.

A six-member high-le-
vel committee formed by
the State government in
April is currently working
on a draft Bill after touring
various parts of the State.

On June 16, the As-

The Bill will be passed in this session itself, said M.P. CM Mohan

Yadav: FILE PHOTO

sembly Secretariat issued

Public’s suggestions
Earlier this month, Mr. Ya-
dav invited the public to
share their suggestions re-
garding the UCC on a re-
cently launched govern-
ment portal, saying that a
law would soon be imple-
mented in the State.

The committee, head-
ed by retired Supreme

Court judge Justice Ranja-
na Prasad Desai, has been
tasked with submitting
the draft Bill along with a
detailed report of its find-
ings to the State govern-
ment within 60 days.

The government has al-
so asked the panel to stu-
dy models adopted by
other BJP-ruled States that
have already implement-
ed UCC, especially Utta-
rakhand and Gujarat.




