Air Force ferrying NEET
question papers by aircraft

Bundles flown to more than 20 locations across the country; papers delivered to several northern

States on Tuesday, while dry runs were conducted at selected locations across southern India

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Air Force has been
deployed to ensure the se-
cure and timely delivery of

According to. official

An Indian Air Force Mi-17 helicopter does a trial run in Tirunelveli on
Tuesday prior to delivery of NEET question papers. PTI

A senior official con-
firmed that question pap-
ers were delivered to sever-
al northern States on
Tuesday, while dry runs
were conducted at selected
locations in southern India
to validate security and lo-
gistics arrangements.

An Indian Air Force heli-
copter did a trial landing at
the Tirunelveli Armed Re-
serve Ground in Tamil Na-
du as part of the prepara-
tions, the official added.

The confidential packets
are being transported un-
der stringent security pro-
tocols and will be distribut-
ed to designated
examination centres under
close surveillance after
reaching their respective
destinations.

The Defence Ministry,
Home Ministry, Postal De-
partment, and State go-
vernments are coordinat-
ing under a framework
overseen by the Education
Ministry.

Stringent securi

Officials said additional
safeguards had been intro-
duced, including strict iso-
lation of paper setters, en-

hanced monitoring
mechanisms, real-time
tracking of question paper
movement, and coordinat-
ed security deployment at
examination centres.

The re-test will be con-
ducted under heightened
vigilance, with nearly five
lakh security personnel.




150 MILLION USERS PUNISHED: TELEGRAM FOUNDER

Govtbans Telegram
untilJune22inbid to

‘secure’ NEET retest

Platform told to
disable editing of
messages posted
until June 30

Soumyarendra Barik
& Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, June 16

on the platform, Thelndian Ex-
presshaslearnt,

Pavel Durov, founder of the
Telegram messaging app, said
that by temporarily banning
Telegram in the country, the In-
dian authorities have “pun-
ished” over 150 million ordi-
nary users in India.

The ban has not stopped
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Kota is the hub for NEET preparations. PARUL KULSHRESTHA

BJP and Cong face oft
ahead of Rahul visit, Kota
wants to be left alone

Parul Kulshreshtha
Kota, June16

A DAY before senior Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi arrives in
Kotatokick off his campaign on
issues plaguing the education
sector, hopingto tap into public
anger sparked by the NEET
paper leak, the coaching hub
has other things on its mind.
Like, ironically, the NEET re-
test, scheduled for June 21.

As Congress leaders ap-
proached students as well as

coaching institutes, urging
owners to send their members
forthe meeting Gandhi will ad-
dress Wednesday, there was
more thanalittle consternation
over the timing of the Congress
leader’s public engagement.
By mid-Tuesday, the BJP
had seized on this to mount
protests in Kota against Gan-
dhi’sinteraction, accusing him
of inconveniencing students.
Gandhi, who dropped his
plans to take a train from Delhi
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



T_elegram

RSN simply
DNEEOINSENNS ', Durov
said.

The Ministry of Electronics
andIT (MeitY)carried outtheac-
tion under Section 69A of the IT
Actatthe behest of the National
Testing Agency. It also directed
the companytodisable, in India,
itsmessage-editing featurein re-
spectof messagesalready posted
on the platform until June 30, to
address “the specific structural
feature through which the plat-
form has been used to fabricate
after-the-event ‘paper leak’ evi-
dence in respect of national
examinations”.

Asenior government official
said that in conversations with
Telegram representatives in
India, it was conveyed that the
company should support on-
going probesinto the paper leak,
and subsequent claims, by pro-
viding metadata and other logs
related to messages sent on the
platform. Logs are information
about messages and who sent
them, and can include details
like timestamp of a message, IP
address, phone number, and de-
vice details;among others.

On why action was necessi-
tated against only Telegram,
NTA Director General Abhishek
Singh told The Indian Express
the platform was not taking any
“proactive action” to deal with
channelsclaimingtoprovideac-
cess to the question paper. “We
wereplaying cat-and-mouse,” he
said about NTA’s effortstoreport
channelsclaimingtohave access
tothe NEET-UG question paper.

According to Telegram’s pri-
vacy policy, if the company re-
ceives a “validorder,” from rel-
evant judicial authorities
confirmingthata particularuser
is a suspect in a case involving
criminal activities that violate
theplatform’sterms of service, it
will “perform a legal analysis of
the request and may disclose
(theuser’s) IPaddressand phone
number to the relevant author-
ities”.

However, Telegram also
offers a service called ‘secret
chats,' which are essentially end-
to-end-encrypted conversa-

tions, and the company does not
keep any logs for messages sent
underthe feature,and asaresult
does not know “who or when
you messaged via secret chats,”
its privacy policy states. Such
messages, according tothe com-
pany, canonly be accessed from
the device they were sent to or
from. Queries sent totheIT Min-
istry and Telegram did not elicit
aresponse until publication.
Asecond government official
said the government had to re-
sortto collatingchannelsandac-
counts = that . investigative
agencies believed were involved
in either the initial leak, or were
making subsequent claims
about having access to the re-
exam paper, and were issuing
takedown orders. “But that be-
came an overwhelming task as
such channelsand accounts kept
resurfacing,” this official said.

astatement, the sal

over the last few weeks, Tele-
gram channels operatingopenly
on the platform demanded
sums ranging from a few thou-

sand to several lakhs.of rupees
from candidates and their
families, inexchange for pur-
ported access to the re-examin-
ation paper. As per the NTA,
some of these channels were
openly advertising their purpose
through their names: “PAPER
LEAKED NEET”, “Re-NEET
2026”, “Private Mafia”,and “REE
NEETMAFIAA”. It clarified that
no such papers were available
“outside the secured examin-
ation chain,"itadded.
According to the NTA, the
message-editing feature on
Telegram, in its present form,
permitsachannel administrator
to edit the content of a pre-
viously posted message - in-
cluding the substitution of at-
tached filessuch as PDFs-while
the original send-time stamp is
retained. “This capability has
beenused, in respectof multiple
recent examinations, to fabri-
cate after-the-event ‘paper leak’
artefacts:achannel administra-
tor edits an older, innocuous
message to insert the actual
question paper after the exam-
ination hasbeen conducted, and
the resulting chat is then circu-
lated as purported ‘evidence’
that the paperwasin circulation
before the examination. The
MeitY direction closes this av-
enue of fabrication for the post-
examination window in which
such artefacts have historically
beendeployed,” the NTA said.



Speaker asks Mamata
faction to ‘present its
case’ amid party split

Meet timing coincided with Abhishek’s ED interrogation; he had written
to Om Birla urging him not to grant separate status to any rebelfaction

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Speaker’s office was
responding to a June 10 let-
ter of Trinamoeol national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee.

‘Can’t be separated’
The letter urged the Speak-
er not to recognise or grant
separate status to any rebel
Trinamool faction in the
Lok Sabha. Mr. Banerjee

Ongoing issue: Trinamool Congress leader Abhishek Banerjee was
questioned by the ED for 11 hours in Kolkata on Monday. PTI

According to the Mama-
ta Banerjee faction, the in-
vitation from the Speaker’s
office addressed to Mr. Ba-
nerjee came at 2 p.m., ask-
ing him to meet the Speak-
er at 4 p.m on Monday. On
the same day, Mr. Banerjee

was questioned by the En-
forcement Directorate for
11 hours in Kolkata.

Party Lok Sabha mem-
ber Kirti Azad informed
the Speaker’s office that
since Mr. Banerjee did not
have access to his email, he
would be informed once
the interrogation conclud-
ed. Meanwhile, Mr. Azad
met Mr. Birla.




Modi holds talks with Carney
at G7; hopetul of trade deal

New Delhi and Ottawa have been negotiating a free trade agreement, with Commerce Minister

Piyush Goyal visiting Canada last month with a delegation of over 100 industry representatives

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

vered trade, economy,
energy, technology and pe-
ople-to-people ties, ac-
cording to Mr. Modi. Prior
to the meeting, Mr. Modi
said he hoped to accept
Mr. Carney’s invitation to
visit Canada before the
year ends, and to complete
an India-Canada Free

Trade Agreement (FTA) be-

We reviewed the full range
of relations between our
nations, notably the
ground.covered since we
last met,“ Mr. Modi said on
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets his Canadian counterpart Mark

Carney on the sidelines of the G7 Summit on Tuesday. AN

Johannesburg.

‘Significant progress’

“We have been openly ex-
changing views on bilateral
relations and international
developments, and we are
making significant pro-
gress as friendly coun-
tries,” Mr. Modi told Mr
Carney on Tuesday, stress-
ing the desire of India to
advance technologically.

March this year, under
which Canada’s Cameco
and the Department of
Atomic Energy in India
signed a CAD $2.6 billion
commercial agreement for
the long term supply (2027-
2035) of uranium.

In 2024, India had been

accused by Canadian auth-
orities of orchestrating acts
of violence and extortion
in Canada, with Mr. Tru-
deau alleging that Indian
agents were behind the
killing of a pro-Khalistan
individual, Hardeep Singh
Nijjar, in British Columbia
in three years prior. New
Delhi had accused the Ca-
nadian government of be-
ing soft on anti-India extre-
mism  including  not
adequately protecting its
diplomatic personnel and
assets.

The two countries have
been negotiating a free
trade agreement, with
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal visit-
ing Canada last month with
a delegation of over 100 in-
dustry  representatives.
Faced with U.S. tariffs and
multiple jokes about an-
nexation from U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, Mr.
Carney has sought to diver-
sify Canada’s strategic and
economic partnerships,
deepening ties with China,
India, Australia and
Europe.




Modi holds bilateral
talks with leaders
of UK. and UAE

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held a bilateral meet-
ing with U.K. Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer on the
fringes of the G7 Summit in
Evian, on Tuesday.

“Had a wonderful meet-
ing with PM Starmer in
Evian. The last year has
been outstanding as far as
India-U.K. relations are
concerned. The trade deal
has opened many avenues
of economic cooperation,”
Mr. Modi said, adding that
the conversation focused
on further adding momen-
tum to U.K.-India ties.

The deal, while signed,
has  not yet Dbeen
operationalised.

The meeting comes as
Mr. Starmer’s political fu-
ture is in question - with a
byelection on Thursday
that could put a potential
contender for his post,
Greater Manchester Mayor
Andy Burnham, back in
the U.K. Parliament. Under
Mr. Starmer, the Labour
Party underwent a reset
and renewal of its ties with
the Indian government (es-
pecially the Modi govern-

Conversation with
Starmer focused
on further adding
momentum (o
U.K.-India ties: PM

ment) and Hindu Britons,
among whom it was losing
traction.

The Starmer govern-
ment also finalised and
signed a Free Trade Agree-
ment with India in July
2025, after years of
negotiations.

PM thanks UAE

Mr. Modi also met with the
ruler and Prime Minister of
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan
(MbZ). The discussions in-
volved ways to strengthen
the partnership, as per Mr.
Modi.

The Prime Minister said
he thanked the UAE for
taking care of the Indian
expatriate community. The
UAE has been hit multiple
times by Iran in recent
months since the West Asia
conflict began at the end of
February, with one Indian
killed in March.



World sufters from shortage
of trust, PM tells G7 leaders

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

With a message that trust
was in short supply global-
ly, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Tuesday parti-
cipated in a session with
the Group of Seven (G7)
countries and others on
“Forging New Partnerships
and Rebuilding Interna-
tional Solidarity”

Mr. Modi summarised
his messages to the gather-
ing on social media. “Mu-
tual trust is the most im-
portant = strategic asset
today. But, sadly, today, the
world does not suffer from
a shortage of resources... it
suffers from a shortage of
trust,” he wrote on X.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with leaders of G7 members and
other countriesin Evian, eastern France, on Tuesday. AFP

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Modi holds talks
with leaders of
Canada, UK., UAE

LONDON

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday held bilateral
meetings with Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney, U.K.
Prime Minister Keir Starmer,
and the ruler of the UAE,
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, on the sidelines of the
G7 summit in Evian, France. Mr.
Modi said he hoped to accept
Mr. Carney’s invitation to visit
Canada before the year ends,
and complete a trade deal
before then. » PAGE 12



INTERIM U.S.-IRAN ACCORD COULD BE SIGNED ON FRIDAY AT BURGENSTOCK RESORT IN SWITZERLAND

Trump: Iran deal to be public soon,
iCll rule outn-weapons for Tehran

Deal allows Tehran to immediately
begin selling oil and fuel: US official

Reuters
Evian, (France) Dubai,
Jerusalem, June 16

DETAILS BEGANtoemerge on
Tuesdayofthe USand Iran'sin-
terim deal to end the war in
West Asia, with President Don-
ald Trump saying it will ruleout
anuclear weapon for Tehran
and aUS official saying it allows
Iran to sell oil upon signing.

A senior US official said the

deal allows Iran toimmediately.
begin selling oil and fuel, and
included banking, transperta-
tion and insurance services to
facilitate the sales.

Theofficial added the agree-
ment has conditions. “Iran can
only access any benefits of the
MoU if they abide by all of the
points they agreed to - includ-
ingno nuclear weapon, neutral-
izingits enriched material, and
not interfering with the free
flow of navigationin the Strait.”

Negotiators will address dif-
ficult issues like the future of

Iran's nuclear programme dur-
ing the next phase of talks,
which Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said would
start in Switzerland on Friday
after the signing of the frame-
work deal.

Two other issues that
Trump and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu used
tojustify thewar-endingIran's
support for regional armed
roxies and curbing its missile
rogramme - are not thoughtto
e on the agenda for those ne-
otiations.

“Iran wants to get it done,”
mp told reporters about the

ext phase of negotiations with
Iran. “They have to get back to
business, and the relationship
isnownormalized, soIthinkit's
goingtogo pretty quickly.” Ear-
lier he described the dealas “a
wall to a nuclear weapon” for

Iran. US Vice President JD  Johnlsmay
Vanceand Iran’stopnegotiator ~ & Nicholas Kulish
Mohammad BagerGhalibafare  June16

expected to attend Friday's for-

mal signing,

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian wrote on social
media on Monday that the in-
terim agreement was an “im-
portant step” toward stopping
the fighting, but noted a final
deal for a lasting truce “has yet
totake shape”. Vance told CNN
that the signed memorandum

Itis noteven e
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Iranianslaidanyminesatall;
scores of ships have passed
through th i i e
war without hitting mines. In
March, United States Central

Britain said last month that
it could deploy mine-hunting
drones as part of a multina-
tional mission to secure the
Strait. On Monday, President
Emmanuel Macron said France
was prepared to dispatch mine-
clearing vessels if peace deal
was confirmed . NYT

Aman flashesa victory sign as he rides amotorcycle past a banner that reads “Thank You Iran” following
adeal between the US and Iran, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, on Tuesday. reuters

Hidden naval mines might still
stymie Gulf shipping after war

A $300-billion
‘fund’forlran

sourceto!

euters.
The new fundisaprivatein-
vestment vehicle, not a recon-
struction or reparations pro-
gram and will not include any
government money or grants,
the source said, adding that
companies based inthe US, the
Gulf Arab states, Asia, South
America and Africa have
agreed to commit financing.
REUTERS




LNG ships may
headline Strait
of Hormuz exits

M. Kalvanaraman
CHENNAI

The U.S. Vice President
told a news channel that
though Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme would need sub-
stantial talks, there was an
understanding between
the two countries the Strait
of Hormuz would reopen
“in a toll-free way for the
long term, and that’s the
sort of thing that we’re go-
ing to figure out in these
technical talks.” Earlier,
President Donald Trump
said the area was being de-
mined and traffic would re-
turn to pre-war levels over
the next two weeks.

While details of the pact
would aid global shippers
decide on transits, a focus
areas is Liquified Natural
Gas (LNG) shipping.

On Monday, the Centre
said 16 fertilizer-laden ves-
sels were awaiting passage
via the Strait.

A focus area of transit is
liquified natural gas.

Gujarat after- unloading
cargo there, headed to the
Strait beginning of May.

“Since last week, the

main new confirmed
movements  were Al
Daayen, Lebrethah, Rash-
eeda and Marigold. Al
Daayen, Lebrethah and
Rasheeda were Qatar-relat-
ed/Ras Laffan-loaded car-
goes, while Marigold was
UAE/ADNOC-related, load-
ed from Das Island. Their
destinations are mainly
Asia, including China, Pa-
kistan, Southeast Asia and
India,” she said, and ad-
ded, “We expect the recov-
erv to be gradual.”

“The destination expo-
sure is heavily Asia-orient-
ed,” said Ms. Wang.



Xi backs Myanmar’s
Min, seeks advancing
strategic projects

Press Trust of India
BEIJING

€y, Mr. Xi told Mr. Min dur-
ing their talks on Tuesday.
Mr. Min arrived here on
Monday for a five-day visit.

China supports the new
Myanmar government in
coordinating development
and security imperatives to

Xi Jinping

find a correct path of deve-
lopment that suits its na-
tional conditions and wins
popular support, Mr. Xi
told Mr. Min after a guard
honour ceremony.

—t

partner; Mr. Xi said.




‘Rupee slide aided textile

exporters in 2025-2026’

The industry is hoping for a revival of the market in the coming weeks with the Free Trade

Ageements and end of the US-Iran war; AEPC to organise buyer-seller meets to boost offtake

M. Soundariya Preetha

COIMBATORE

According to data com-
piled by the Southern India
Mills Association (SIMA)
based on government sta-

There are multiple fac-
tors affecting exports in
the last 12 years and mainly
in the last two years, say in-
dustry sources.

Exchange rate

motion council official,
who did not want to be
identified.

Glimmer of hope: Supplierstothe United States are expecting to
get tariff refunds at least to some extent. AFP

Siddhartha Rajagopal, ex-
ecutive director of the Cot-
ton Textiles Export Promo-
tion Council.

“Though exports to Afri-
ca shot up for a few
months last fiscal, it was
one of the most uncertain
periods for the textile and
garment exporters,” said
K. Sakthivel, chairman of
the Powerloom Develop-
ment Export Promotion
Council. “We are in Japan
now and talking to buyers.

We will get a better picture
in the coming days,” he
said.

Exports to the U.S.
Chairman of the Apparel
Export Promotion Council
(AEPC) A. Sakthivel said
that though orders from
the U.S., which are among
the top three markets for
Indian exporters, saw sev-
eral challenges in 2025-
2026, because of the tariff
threat. Buyers did not van-
ish totally. Some of them
reduced the prices, some
of them shifted a part of
the orders, and some wait-
ed. So, there were still or-
ders going to the U.S. last
year. Now, the suppliers
are expecting to get tariff
refunds at least to some ex-
tent,” he said.

AEPC plans to organise
buyer-seller meets from

September in the EU coun-
tries to tap the opportuni-
ties that will come with the
implementation of the
Free Trade Agreement, A.
Sakthivel added.

Regarding long-term ex-
port performance, indus-
try officials said when the
rupee was about 65 per
dollar in FY15, annual tex-
tile and garment exports
were almost $30 billion,
going by Commerce Minis-
try statistics. With the In-
dian rupee at almost 95 in
2025-2026, exports are at
$35 billion. Basically, ex-
ports are not growing and
apparel shipments have
witnessed a major impact,
especially in the last cou-
ple of years. This is felt
more by the MSME expor-
ters, they said.

Likely drop

There are some in the in-
dustry who feel that in
terms of volume of exports
between 2014-2015 and
2025-2026, there could
have been a one-third
drop. Indian Chamber of
Commerce, National Exp-
ert Committee on Textiles
head Sanjay K. Jain said
that apparel exports con-
traction in May (12.98%) is
partly due to West Asia
slowing down and also be-
cause of the higher base of
2024-2025 because of the
rush in orders to meet the
tariff deadline.

The industry is hoping
for a revival of the market
in the coming weeks with
the FTAs and end of the
U.S.-Iran war.




