Army unveils new uniform policy;
phases out colonial-era practices

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI
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The changes are aimed at enhancing uniformity, practicality and
ease of implementation across the force. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS

introduction of a common
Uniform™.  Numbering
Scheme for the Army, Na-
wy, and the Air Force. The
initiative is intended to im-
prove clarity, interopera-
bility, and synergy among
the three services while
simplifying references to
various dress categories.

The Army has retained
four broad categories of
uniforms - Ceremonial
Dress, Working Dress,
Mess Dress, and Combat
Dress. Unique dress num-
bers have been assigned to
each uniform for ease of
identification and
administration.

Reflecting India’s evolv-
ing national identity and
contemporary ethos, the
latest edition of the Army
Uniforms Pamphlet intro-
duces several key changes
aimed at shedding rem-
nants of colonial-era prac-
tices. Among the notable
reforms are the inclusion
of the traditional Bandi
Jacket as part of formal ci-
vil attire, removal of the
pouch belt from Mess
Dress Nos. 5 and 6, making
sword carriage by the Re-
viewing Officer optional,
and discontinuing outdat-
ed terminology such as
“Royal”.



INS Sharda concludes visit to
Colombo, boosts bilateral ties

and friendship between India and Sri Lanka. The

visit featured.a range of professional, training
and sporting engagements between the two
maritime forces. The Indian Navy informed that
as part of capacity-building initiatives, Sri Lankan
Navy personnel received training in small arms
handling, basic firefighting, first-aid and rescue
procedures aboard the ship. The engagements
were aimed at enhancing operational
preparedness and fostering greater
interoperability between the two forces.



ITUML, UDF on sticky wicket
over non-Muslim members’
nomination to Waqf Board

As BJP leader moves HC challenging non-inclusion of non-Muslims in the board, onus on IUML and
UDF to take call on communally sensitive issue; Minister says govt. will take a stand within a week
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The previous Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) govern-
ment, which reconstituted
the board during the fagend
of its tenure, had appointed
nine people from the Mus-
lim community to the board
while leaving the two slots
vacant,in an apparent bid
not to rankle the communi-
ty’s sentiments. Besides the
Kerala government, the pre-
vious DMK-led Tamil Nadu
government also took the
same route, leading to
litigation.

The State, which ap-
pointed only nine Muslim
members, had tactically
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the fag endof its tenure, had appointed nine persons from the Muslim
community to the board while leaving the two slots vacant . FILE PHOTO

promised that the “remain-
ing two members would be
appointed shortly,” he
argued.

clare the board’s function-
ing as illegal besides seeking
a direction to immediately
nominate non-Muslims and
to restrain it from function-
ing until it is lawfully consti-
tuted.

The High Court has asked

the State government to file
an affidavit in the case in

‘Decision soon’
Responding to the develop-
ments, I[UML State general
secretary P.M.A. Salam said
a decision on the issue will
be taken after discussing it
with the UDF.

N. Samsudheen, the Mi-
nister for Hajj, Wagqf, and
Minority Welfare, said the
government will take a
stand on the issue within a
week after holding discus-
sions in the party.

He added that the go-
vernment will make its
stand known to the court
within the time limit.



o DEFENCE

AN-32: Soviet-origin transport aircraft, the TAF’s workhorse

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, June 14

FIVE PERSONNEL of the Indian Air Force
(IAF) were killed Saturday when a military
transport aircraft, the Antonov AN-32,
crashed duringlanding at Jorhat in Assam.
Oneother person on board the aircraft has
beenrescued and is undergoing treatment.
This is the third major crash of an AN-
32 over the past decade. The two other
crashes have killed 42 IAF personnel.

What is the AN-32?

Bought in 1984 from the erstwhile So-
viet Union, the AN-32s have served as the
IAF’s critical workhorse. The IAF has em-
ployed it as a tactical transport aircraft
since its induction into the force.

The AN-32 is a twin-engine turboprop
aircraft and can carry a maximum weight
of 27 tonnesat a maximum speed of 530 km
per hour. It can carry up to 6.7 tonnes of
cargo or 50 passengers, making it the pre-

ferred choice for transport of men and
cargo across different terrain.

The aircraft can cover small tomedium
ranges and can operate from far-flung air-
fields with minimum ground infrastruc-
ture, enablingitto play critical rolesduring
aconflict, especially in the mobilisation of
men and material and with its limited
bombingrole.

It has also been used for paratrooping
operations. During the Kargil War with Pak-
istan in 1999 and subsequently in Oper-
ation Parakramin 2001-02, it played a criti=
calrolein transporting personnel and cargo
to border areas through multiplé sorties.

Modernisation programme
After an AN-32 crashed in 2009, India
signed a $400-million contract with
Ukrainian manufacturer Antonov to up-
grade most of the IAF's105 AN-32sthrough
overhaul of airframes and turboprop en-
gines. The programme also involved fitting
the platformswith advanced navigation
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and communication equipment.

The programme, however, stalled after
Russia formally annexed the Crimearegion
in 2014. Subsequently, India and Ukraine
agreed to resume the upgrades, with Kyiv
having developed some alternativestothe
Russian-made systems on the aircraft. The
upgrade was under way atthe IAF s base re-
pair depot (BRD) in Kanpur, with equip-
ment transferred from Ukraine. About half

of the planes had been modernised in
Ukraine, and 38 have been at the BRD.

Safety record

The AN-32 is considered among the
most reliable transport aircraft inthe IAF’s
inventory. But the crash in Jorhat is the
third major one since 2016.

On July22,2016, an AN-32 went missing
while flying over the Bay of Bengal, from
Tambaram Air Force Station, Chennai, to
Port Blair, killing 29 people on board. The
wreck was traced years later.

Then on June 3, 2019, an AN-32
crashed in the hilly terrain when it was
heading to Mechuka in West Siang district
of Arunachal Pradesh, near the border
with China, killing 13 people on board. The
wreck was found overa week after the air-
craft went missing.

There was another major crash on June
10, 2009, when an IAF AN-32 crashed at
around the same place in Arunachal Pra-
desh, killing all 13 people on board.




India, Chinain talks over joint UNESCO no

DivyaA
New Delhi, June14

‘TO SPEED up the process of sa-
feguarding

fairs, as per sources

The accounts of Xuanzang,
also known as Hiuen Tsang,
who spent 19 years travelling
through India, remain a source
for the s(uax of early medieval
India. He studied at the Na-
landa University and captured

the political, social and relig-
ious. of thetime in his

and to be suj
presently under consideration
withthe Ministry of External Af-

accounts,
India also aims at se
place for Panchatantraonthe

'UNESCO list along with Iran as

on for Xuanzang’s work

for UNESCO'’s Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage list, China had
also sent a similar entry, claim-
ing Sowa-Rigpa as its own.
Ramesh C Gaur, Dean, In-
diraGandhi National Centre for
the Arts, the government’s
nodal agency for preparingand
presenting these nominations,
said, “BRICS nations have a lot
of common, overlapping heri-
tage — be it the Ramayana
traditions equally popular in
India and Indonesia, the Bud-
dhist scriptures common to
Indiaand China, or Panchatan-
trainIndiaand Iran. If we lever-
age joint nominations, we can
o2

the fables have been a sta 9 Secretary, Vivek  Heritage,and the Memory ofthe
i re ighlighted BRICS ~ World Programme”, during the
EXPLAINED fol es are home tosome of  meet, delegatesexplored oppor-
world’s oldest civilisations  tunities for collaborative nomi-
Why ]Olnt while also representing vibrant __ nationsamol (CScountries.
2 2 and evolving contemporary cul-
nominations tural landscapes. The recom-
Theideaistoskip the queue mendations from the Second
since each countryisallowed Culture Working Group meet
onlytwo dossiersduringthe will be sent to BRICS Cultural
two-year cycle of UNESCO ‘Track ministerial meet in Au-
heritagelists,and most gustin Bhopal, so they could be
BRICS nations haveal i reflected in the joint statement
heritagethat needs: tives from Russia, by BRICS Culture Ministers.
arding. As per offici: pia, and Egypt joining in At a panel discussion on
isnolimitonnations mode. “Collaborative Approaches for
joint nominations, withthe he second meetingofthe  Safeguarding Shared Heritage:
dossierled byone country, [CS Culture Working Group ~ Joint Nominations under the , as Ing
backed was held in Varanasi eamen.l'us UNESCO World Heritage Con- Scrwa ngpa.t.he T
month. Atthei vention, il Cultural icine, as its official entry

lot
ing our civilisational heritage.”



Modi, Macron bilateral talk
stresses economic security

India, France adopt ‘Innovation Roadmap 2030, establish ‘Economic Security Dialogue’ as the two

leaders meet in French city of Nice; meet calls for fast adoption of India-EU FTA, Al cooperation

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

A press release from the
government outlined a
number of themes - in-
cluding calling for the fast
adoption of the India-EU
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA).

Earlier this year, the two
countries had renamed
their partnership a ‘Special
Global Strategic Partner-
ship’ to “reflect an en-
hanced level of coopera-
tion.

No traditional ‘joint
statement” had emerged
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Eyeing the sky: PM Narendra Modi takes in the sea with French
President Emmanuel Macron ahead of talks in Nice on Sunday. AP

from the meeting as of this

partnership a long-term di-
rection,” the press release
said, with the two leaders

agreeing to create a Joint
India-France Al Working
Group to expand coopera-
tion in Al They also noted
the signing of 19 agree-
ments between entities in
the innovation ecosystems
of the two countries.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

Modi, Macron
open Bharat
Innovates 2026

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and French President
Emmanuel Macron on Sun-
day co-inaugurated the
Bharat Innovates 2026 in
Nice where the leaders fo-
cused on trust and cooper-
ation in technology. Mr.
Modi invited investors to
“design and develop in In-
dia” to “create solutions
for the world”, while Mr.
Macron said India brings
the reliability that the
world seeks at moments of
upheaval in geopolitics.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 12



and aviation sectors.

Mr. Modi and Mr. Macron agreed to strengthen
supply chain resilience, particularly in critical
minerals, as part of the ‘Dialogue on Economic Se-
curity’, as per the press release.

On the major crises in the world - in West Asia,
including Iran and Gaza, as well as on Ukraine. -
the press release remained circumspect relative to
the February 17, 2026 joint statement from the
two countries, saying only that leaders exchanged
views “on matters of global importance, including
the situation in West Asia and Ukraine”.

The Prime Minister thanked Mr..-Macron for the
speedy implementation of visa-free transit for In-
dians in French airports and invited French un-
iversities to open campuses in India under the
New Education Policy, as per the government
statement.

“I.think the ﬁeld is open for French nuclear
companies in this case to start looking at direct
participation in the Indian nuclear sector, or do so
with in participation with Indian private sector
companies, whether in conventional nuclear
power reactors or in the more advanced small
modular reactors,” Foreign Secretary Vikram Mis-
ri said at a press briefing in Nice.

Following the bilateral discussions, Mr. Modi
departed France for Vienna from where he tra-
velled to Bratislava, Slovakia, for the second leg of
his Europe visit.



India, France

® Adoption of India-France
Innovation Roadmap 2030

® Creation of a Joint India-France
Al Working Group focused on Al
governance

® MoU on establishment of a Na-
tional Centre of Excellence for
Skilling in Aeronautics and Allied
Sectors at NSTI, Kanpur

® Expanded possibilities for
using India’s UPlin France

® Incubation of an additional 10
Indian start-ups at'Station F, Paris

® Establishment of a Centre of

Digital Sciencesbetween Depart-

ment of Science and Technology
(DST)and Institut National de Re-
cherche en Sciences et Techno-
logies du Numérique (INRIA)

® Establishment of an ICCR India
Chair on 'Al, Innovation and Cul-

ture' at Universite Paris-Saclay

® | etter of Intent between Indian
Council of MedicalResearch and
Health Data Hub of France

® Setting up a high-level mechan-
ism for realising the goal of doubl-
ing bilateral trade in the next five
years, building on the existing
Economic and Financial Dialogue

® Institution of an Economic Se-
curity Dialogue

® Declaration of Intent on coop-
eration on railway and high-speed
railway developmentinIndia

® General Security Agreement on
the exchange and protection of
classified information

® | etter of Intent between ISRO
and CNES on cooperationin
microgravity researchand human
space exploration



China’s ability to launch direct missile
strikes on Australia ‘erowing’ report

Agence France-Presse

SYDNEY

A Lowy Institute report
found the main threat to
Australia was from Chinese
missiles fired from ships,
submarines and a new in-
termediate-range ballistic
missile that could reach
the island continent from
China.

On the watch; China test-fires an intercontinental ballistic missile
into the Pacific Ocean, at an undisclosed location. FILE PHOTO

“I think the growth of
the People’s Liberation Ar-
my is the most important
thing to happen to Austra-
lian security since the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union,”
said Sam Roggeveen, the
director of the Lowy Insti-
tute’s International Securi-
ty Programme.

Australia reshaped its
military strategy three
years ago in response to
China’s rapid navy build-
up, focusing on deterring
an adversary from its
northern approaches.




UK. forces intercept sanctioned oil
vessel linked to Russia’s shadow fleet

Armed forces board and detain the fuel tanker attempting to cross the English Channel ‘in the first UK -led operation
of its kind;, British Ministry says; Ukraine’s Foreign Minister welcomes the operation, calls the shadow fleet a ‘tool of war’

Agence France-Presse “Russia relies on its sha-
LONDON dow fleet to fund their con-

flict in Ukraine and our in-
terdiction delivers a blow
to [Russian President Vla-
dimir] Putin’s illegal war,”
said newly appointed U.K.
Defence Minister Dan Jar-
vis. He said the operation
was carried out in “coordi-
nation with the French”.
According to the Mari-
neTraffic website, Smyrtos

avy commandos
boarded the ship in the En-

glish Channel by fast-rop-  Drop and deploy: Royal Marine commandos detain a sanctioned sails under the Cameroon
ing from a helicopter, ac-  tanker, the Smyrtos, in the English Channel on Sunday. AP flag and left the Russian
cording to footage released port of Ust-Luga on June 5,
by the Defence Ministry. B’ he posted on social Embargo evasion with Port Said, Egypt, list-

The U.K. has sanctioned
hundreds of vessels sus-
pected of being part of the
shadow fleet used by Rus-
Sutherland and the mine-  sia to bypass Western em-
hunter HMS Ledbury were  bargoes since the invasion
also involved. of Ukraine in 2022.

media. “Cutting off these
revenues helps reduce
Russia’s ability to finance
missile and drone attacks
against Ukrainian cities.”




Iran questions U.S.
push for truce after
Israel hits Beirut

Associated Press

Reuters
DUBAI/WASHINGTON

Qatari negotiators flew
to Tehran ~on Sunday
morning.as-part of an ef-
fort to finalise the agree-
ment, according to sourc-
es. But Iranian negotiator
and Parliament Speaker
Mohammad-Bagher Ghali-
baf said on Sunday that Is-
rael’s attack showed the
U.S. lacked the will or abil-
ity to fulfil its commit-
ments.

“If you lack the will and
ability to fulfil your com-
mitments, speaking of con-

tinuing the path is not pos-
sible,” Mr. Ghalibaf wrote
on X, in an apparent refe-
rence to peace moves.

Following Israel’s at-
tack, Mr. Trump on Sunday
said the strikes on Leba-
nese _ capital, Beirut,
“should not have hap-
pened” as he vowed a
peace deal was at hand,
though he did not confirm
his earlier claim it would
be signed during the day.

Mr. Trump, who, in a
phone call to the Axios
news outlet, said the deal
was still on track to be
signed within hours,
fumed at Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanya-
hu over the attack on Bei-
rut.

He said, “it is so bad — 1
couldn’t believe it. An hour
before we are supposed to
sign the deal.”

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

THREE KILLED IN BEIRUT
» PAGE 16



Iran questions U.S. deal
after Israel hits Beirut

In a sign that a diplomatic off-ramp was still avail-
able, Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian said on
Sunday that the country’s highest security body
supported negotiations despite criticism from

Mohammad Jafar Assadi, deputy commander
of Iran’s top joint military command, was quoted
by state media as saying Israeli “crimes” in Bei-
rut’s southern suburbs would not go unanswered.

»

Hezbollah fired missiles into Israel on March 2,
two days after the U.S. and Israel attacked Iran
and sparked the war in West Asia. Israeli troops
have since pushed their invasion of Lebanon
deeper than at any point in over a quarter
century.

[ran wants a ceasefire deal to include the fight-
ing in Lebanon.

Iran’s government warned that any division at
home over the deal weakens its negotiating posi-
tion, and those criticising negotiators are taking
aim at a national decision. Iranians must recog-
nise that no war lasts forever, spokesperson Fate-
meh Mohajerani told the state-run IRNA news
agency.




Swiss reject population capin referendum, avoidjng EUclash

Reuters
Zurich, June14

it did so for two years, Switzer-
land should end freedom of
movement with.the EU.

The government had urged
voters to reject the cap. Swiss
JusticeMinister BeatJans wel-
comed the result but pledged to
analyse what further steps
could be taken to satisfy voter

Championed by the right= coneerns about housing and
wing Swiss People's Party, the wimmigration. “With today's
proposal stipulated that the  decision, the electorate has sent
population must notexceed10  out a signal of stability, open-
million before 2050, and thatif  ness, and reliability,” Janstold a

press conference alongside
Swiss President Guy Parmelin.
Urs Bieri from pollster GFS
Bern said the cap failed to pass
because while concern about
population growth is wide-
spread, people were worried it
could damage Swiss relations
withthe EUand makeit harder
to recruit staff, and find
workers like carers.
“Alsothere'safeelingthatin
the current international en-
vironment, it's not sensible for

asmall country todo this,” Bieri
said.



