France backs ‘Make in

India’ in

defence, signals

new model for Rafale deal

Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
France for the G7 Summit,

uring the visit on June
13-14, Mr. Modi is sche-
duled to hold bilateral talks
with French President Em-
manuel Macron on the si-
delines of the summit.

i

Narendra Modi will hold bilateral talks with French President
Emmanuel Macron on the sidelines of the G7 Summit. FILE PHOTO

According to French di-
plomatic sources, the pro-
posed collaboration is be-

ing envisioned as a
partnership based on co-
development and indus-
trial cooperation rather
than a traditional client-
vendor arrangement.

“The defence pro-
grammes developed joint-
ly by France will be fully

aligned with India’s ‘Make
in India’ requirements,” a
source said. The sources
stressed that the partner-
ship was based on an
“equal-to-equal”

approach.

ween Mr. Macron and MT.
Modi. French officials ex-
pressed optimism about
the prospects of enhanced
cooperation in the nuclear
sector, citing recent legisla-
tive reforms in India.




Cong. to mount legal, political battle
over rejection of Rajya Sabha papers

Party calls the issue a case of ‘seat chori’ by ‘the BJP-EC jugalbandi’; the party plans a nation-wide agitation on inflation,

unemployment, NEET paper leak, CBSE OSM row, and other issues; protest campaign likely to begin by the end of June

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

nationwide campaign on
issues such as inflation, un-
employment, the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance

Test-Undergraduate  (NE
ET-UG) and other paper
leaks, and the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) On-Screen
Marking (OSM)

controversy.
The decision was taken

at a meeting of the party’s
top leadership, presided
over by Congress chief Mal-
likarjun Kharge and at-
tended by Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha Rahul Gandhi, party
general secretaries K.C. Ve-
nugopal, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, and Jairam Ramesh
and otherleaders. In a post

Protest rite: Congress workers perform ‘Sadbuddhi Yagya' in

Bikaner over the Rajya Sabha nomination controversy. ANI

on X, Mr. Gandhi called the
candidacy issue a case of
seat chori [theft] and said
that it is easier to fix elec-
tions with the help of the
Election Commission rath-
er than win them. “After
vote Chori and Sarkar Cho-
ri — the BJP-EC jugalbandi
[tie-up] has finished the
contest before it has even
begun with Seat Chori.”

tion leader added that the
same EC treated two candi-
dates very differently.
“One was disqualified
without even a hearing.
The other was rewarded
despite not following the
rules,” Mr. Gandhi said.

In a post on X, Mr.
Kharge said the country
was facing serious chal-
lenges, including inflation,
unemployment, examina-
tion scandals and social in-
equality. “Paper leaks in
NEET and various recruit-
ment exams, along with
controversies related to
the education system, have
shaken the trust of millions
of youth and their fami-
lies..,” he said.

New campaign in talks
“Today, unfortunately, we
see that those institutions
and systems which took
decades to build are being
deliberately ~ weakened.
Therefore, our responsibil-
ity is not only toward polit-
ical struggle, but also to-
ward safeguarding India’s
Constitution, democracy,
and social justice,” Mr.
Kharge said.

The party has drawn up

alist of issues which would
be highlighted in a three-
four-month-long cam-
paign. Though the exact
modalities are  being
worked out, the campaign
is expected to start by the
end of June.

Mr. Gandhi is said to
have urged his colleagues
to stand with the people,
telling them that price rise,
fuel shortage, paper leaks
are because of “wrong pol-
icies” of the Prime Minis-
ter. Ms. Vadra reportedly
said the party should focus
on a targeted campaign.

Addressing a press con-
ference with Mr. Ramesh
after the nearly three-hour
meeting, Mr. Venugopal
described recent develop-
ments in Madhya Pradesh
and Jharkhand as a matter
of “great worry”.

Calling the Madhya Pra-
desh episode “seat chori”,
he said the developments
reflected the “pathetic con-
dition of Indian democra-
cy”. “Today’s meeting dis-
cussed the matter in detail.
We will fight this politically
and legally,” he said.




Shah vows to remove
AFSPA from almost all

N-E States next year

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit

Speaking at the signing
of a tripartite Memoran-
dum of Understanding bet-
ween the Centre, Assam
and Nagaland to facilitate
mineral oil operations in
the Assam-Nagaland boun-
dary areas, he said shrink-
ing of areas covered under

AFSPA is an indicator of

peace. “I am confident that
barring one or two States,
we will withdraw AFSPA
from the entire Northeast
next year,” he said.
Underlining that the
signing of the MoU was a
“historic moment”, Mr.
Shah said it has removed
the last hurdle in Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi’s vi-

sion of a developed
Northeast.
Oil exploration activities

remained stalled for more
than three decades in the
disputed area belt along
the Assam-Nagaland bor-
der due to jurisdictional
dlﬂ'erences

s — J .
Amit Shah in New Delhi on
Thursday. ANI

-

Mr. Shah added that
since Mr. Modi took charge,
he kept his focus on the
Northeast and became the
PM with the highest num-
ber of visits to the region.
Since 2019, 12 accords have
been signed between va-
rious groups and State go-
vernments, resulting in a
drop of around 80% in inci-
dents of v1olence in the re-
gion, he said.

It is the best example of
cooperative federalism,” he
said.




How a TMC split may alter Parliament
arithmetic, strengthen NDA's hand

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, June 11

THE POLITICAL crisis engulf-
ing the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) has the potential to alter
the Parliament arithmetic in
waysthat could have significant
implications for the Narendra
Modi government’s legislative
agenda, includingits plans tore-
vive the contentious delimita-
tion legislation during the forth-
coming Monsoon Session.

With rebel leaders claiming
thesupport of20 ofthe TMC'’s 28
Lok Sabha MPs, seven AAP
RajyaSabha MPs havingalready
merged with the BJPearlier this
year, and three more TMC
members resigning from the
Upper House amid the current
turmoil, the Opposition’s parlia-
mentarystrengthisundergoing
itsbiggest realignmentsincethe
splits in the Shiv Sena in 2022
and the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) in2023.

Thedevelopmentscomeata
time when the Opposition has
already been weakened by the
breakdown of the Congress-
DMK alliance afterthe Congress
aligned itself with Vijay’s Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) fol=
lowing the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly elections.

The NDA currently com=
mands the support ofabout 293
MPs in the 543-member Lok
Sabha.Rebel TMCleadersclaim
thesupport of 20 of the party’s 28
Lok SabhaMPs and have indi-
cated their willingness to back
the government. If those
numbers hold, the govern-
ment’s effective support base
rises from 293 to 313 MPs.

The significance of the shift
becomesapparentwhenviewed
against the April vote on the de-

limitation-linked constitutional

TMC chief Mamata Banerjee in New Delhi earlier this week. aniriLe

amendment. Despite retaining
the support of all NDA consti-
tuents and receiving backing
from several non-aligned
parties, the government'was
able tosecure only 298 votes and
failed to pass the legislation.

The addition of20 TMC MPs
would theoretically raise the
government’s demonstrated
support base from 298 to 318
votes, substantiallyim-
proving its position
comparedtotheearlier
attempt.

What could add to
thisis thetiming of the
TMC crisis. It comes at
a time when the Opposition’s
parliamentaryarchitectureisal-
ready under strain. The Con-
gress-DMK alliance has col-
lapsed following Congress’s
decisiontoalign with the TVKin
Tamil Nadu.

The split weakens one of the
strongest pillars of the INDIA
blocand opensthe possibility of
issue-based cooperation be-
tweenthe DMK and thegovern-
ment on specific legislative
matters. The DMK has 22 Lok
Sabha MPs.

Ifthe party were tosupporta

| O

delimitation-linked constitu-
tional amendment, the govern-
ment’s potential support base
would rise from 313 to 335 MPs.
Thatwould bejust25shortofthe
two-third majority in the current
Lok Sabha.

The two-thirds mark in the
full 543-member Lok Sabha is
362. However, three Lok Sabha
seats are currently vacant — Ba-
sirhatin West Bengal, Shil-
long in Meghalaya and
Nowgong in Assam - re-
ducing the effective
strength of the House to
540. That brings the effec-
tive two-thirds threshold
down to 360.

While 335 would still not
guarantee the passage of a con-
stitutional amendment, itwould
place the government within
striking distance of the required
numbers and provide the BJP
leadership with a considerably
stronger platform for floor man-
agement on the day of voting.

In practical terms, the gov-
ernment would no longer need
tobuild anentirely new coalition
around aconstitutional amend-
ment. Instead, it would need to
secure a much smaller number

ofadditional votesthrough sup-
port, abstentions or absences in
the Opposition ranks.

Immediateimpactin
Rajya Sabha

The Upper House numbers
areevolving instages. The BJP’s
strength had already risento 113
afterthe merger of seven former
AAP Rajya Sabha MPs. The
NDA’s tally consequently
climbed to around 148
members.

The TMC crisis has now cre-
ated a second opening. Three
TMC Rajya Sabha MPs have re-
signed, reducing the party’s
strength from 13to 10 and creat-
ing three vacancies.

If NDA-backed candidates
secure all three seats in ensuing
by-elections, the NDA's tally
would rise from approximately
148 to 151. The two-third major-
itymarkin the RajyaSabhais 163
members.

The more consequential de-
velopment lies in the West Ben-
gal Assembly. Rebel leaders
claim the support of 58 of the
TMC’s 80 MLAs, leaving Ma-
mata Banerjee with only 22 legis-
lators.

Those numbers have direct
implications for future Rajya
Sabhaelections. Under the Rajya
Sabha electoral formula, a
party’s ability to elect MPs dep-
ends on the number of MLAs it
has in the state Assembly. With
only 22 MLAs, the Mamata Ba-
nerjee faction would struggle to
elect a Rajya Sabha member in-
dependently in future election
cycles.

The TMC’s current Rajya
Sabha contingent may not dis-
appearimmediately, butitcould
steadily shrink as existing
members complete their
terms.
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OPHELIA YUMLEMBAM

INDIA’S DECISION to accord Min Aung
Hlaing a high-profile reception a few days
agosignalsanotableshiftinitsapproachto-
ward Myanmar. Moving beyond its previous
wait-and-watch approach, New Delhi ap-
pears willing to engage directly with the ad-

ministration m Navpvidaw in Qursmt of its

For Myanmar, India wasalogical choice
for the newadministration’s first state visit.

5 eljing’s practice of
playing both sides — engaging both the
military regime and certain ethnic groups
— has created unease within Myanmar’s

leadership, which increasingly seeks

India-Myanmar tieswill remain limited

greater diplomatic manoeuvrability. Sec-
ond, the military’s control remains weakest
in western and southwestern Myanmar
alongthe Indian border, especially Rakhine

ar'seconomy remains far below its
pre-coup trajectory, with high inflation;
weak growth, and nearly half of thepopu-
lation living in poverty.

India has good reason for deepeningits
engagement. The rise inrefugee flows,

cross-border insurgent activity, illicit traf-
ficking networks and other non-tradi-
tional security threats has heightened
concerns, The prolonged delays in key
connectivity projects under the AEP have
added to the urgency. While demonstrat-

ing a willingness to engage with the new
administration in Myanmar, India also

underscored thatits core national inter-
ests remam non-negotl ble.
a i e\!llﬂgortant factor, For

e ngagement with Indla

ut achieving either objective will
e challenging. Over the past five years,
while many countries limited their en-
gagement with Myanmar’s junta, China
continued to provide political, economic,
and military support. Naypyidaw is un-
likely to move away from its long-standing
“Pauk-Phaw” relationship with Beijing.
Unless alternative partners can offer com-
arable levels of support, investment, and

neither willing nor positioned to match
China’s level of engagement.

how the new administration in Myanmar
manages itsown political and security chal-
lenges and proves its commitment to ad-
dressing India's security concerns. Until its
political and security landscape becomes
more stable, India-Myanmar ties are likely
toremain pragmatic, cautious, and limited
inscope.

The writer is a research associate at the
Organisation for Research on China and Asia



LOWERS ITS GLOBAL GROWTH OUTLOOK FOR 2026 TO 2.5% AMID ESCALATING CONFLICT INWEST ASIA

World Bank raises India’s FY27 growth forecast to 6.6%

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, June 11

“Despite heightened uncer-
tainty related to the conflict,
economic activity in India re-
mained robust early this year,
supported by resilient do-

mestic demand,” the World
Bank said, adding that private
consumption, particularly in
rural areas, has been strong,
with urban demand recover-
ing. Collections of taxes from
domestic sales have also in-

creased steadily. To mitigate
price pressures arising from
higher energy costs, as well as
shortages of agricultural prod-
ucts, especially fertilizers, sev-
eral measures have been im-
plemented in India, including
areduction in fuel taxes.

reduction in Goods and Ser-
vices Tax rates should provide
some support to consumer de-
mand.

“Reduced UStariffs and the
expected implementation of
free trade agreements will
likely mitigate the impact of
weaker external demand due
to the conflict, particularly on
merchandise éxports. Growth
is then anticipated to rebound

In several economies, including India, fiscal deficits are anticipated

torise, the Bank said. FiLe

over themext two financial
years; driven by firming do-
mestic demand and a pickup
in export growth,” it said.

In several economies, in-
cluding India, fiscal deficits are
anticipated to rise, partly
owingtoincreases in subsidies

intended to counter surges in
energy prices, it said.

In India, reduced revenues
due to tax reforms are forecast
to be partly offset by slower
capital expenditure growth
and reductions in non-essen-
tial current spending, itadded.

“Over the forecast horizon,
trade agreements and struc-
tural reforms undertaken to
improve the business environ-
mentare set tosupport foreign
direct investment inflows in

by substantial stress in finan-
cial markets.

Global growth reached 29%
in 2025, the Bank said in its
semi-annual Global Economic
Prospects report, up 0.2 per-
centage point fromits estimate
in January. Its 2026 forecast is
down 0.1 percentage point
from January and would mark
the weakest growth rate since
the COVID-19 pandemic began
inlate 2019. FE

FM: Strengthen
multilateral
cooperationto
tackle challenges

New Delhi: Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Thursday said the adverse
impact of conflicts and uncer-
tainty falls disproportionately
on developing countries and
the Global South, and there is
aneed for coordinated global
action to deal with it.

Addressing the ‘Global
Convergence for Growth Sum-
mit’, the finance minister said
there is a need to strengthen
multilateral cooperation to
build resilient economies,
accelerate sustainable
development, and ensure
inclusive growth that benefits
everyone. PTI



‘India likely to be invited to
join Hormuz security initiative’

Saurabh Trivedi
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s bilateral
talks with French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron at

French

diplomatic
sources said here on
Thursday discussions bet-
ween the two leaders are
expected to cover a wide
range of issues, including
defence cooperation, mari-
time security, military
hardware and develop-
ments in West Asia.

Discussions between
Modi and Macron are
expected to cover a
wide range of issues:

diplomatic sources

India is expected to be
among the countries invit-
ed to join the initiative. The
sources also revealed that

I

Briefing the media
about Prime Mr. Modi’s up-
coming travel plans for
France and Slovakia, Se-
cretary (West) Sibi George
of the Ministry of External
Affairs said when Mr. Modi
and Mr. Macron meet, “All
issues of interest — global
issues — including the de-
velopments in West Asia
will be discussed.”

Hinting at the French
proposal on working with
a group of partner coun-
tries for the Strait of Hor-
muz, he said “new an-
nouncements being made
by various sides” will be
discussed as well.

Mr. George further said
that defence-related an-
nouncements will be made
during Mr. Modi’s visit to
Slovakia during June 14-16.




U.S. attacks third ship with
Indian seafarers, crew safe

External Affairs Ministry says ‘deeply worried’ by attacks but blames conflict in the region; US.

Centcom says missiles were fired into Jalveer's engine room as directions were not complied with

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI/NEW DELHI

The vessel had 20 In-
dian seafarers, and they
were safe, said Mukesh
Mangal, Additional Secre-
tary of the Ports, Shipping
and Waterways Ministry.
“As per the latest informa-
tion, evacuation [of crew]
to Shinas port has com-
menced,” Mr. Mangal said
at an inter-ministerial
briefing on Thursday.

On Wednesday , the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry had
summoned the U.S. Chargé
d’affaires Jason Meeks and
lodged a “strong protest”
regarding the attacks.

On Thursday, the Minis-
try, while emphasising that
the “attacks came from the
U.S. Navy stationed there”,
described the strikes as
“deeply worrisome” but
blamed them on the ongo-
ing conflict between U.S.-
Israel and Iran in the re-

The commercial vessel Jalveer attacked off the coast of Oman on
Thursday. FORWARD SEAMEN’S UNION OF INDIA/ANI

gion. U.S..Centcom has
said in a statement that
two Hellfire missiles were
fired into Jalveer’s engine
room after the “crew re-
peatedly failed to comply
with directions from U.S.
forces”. The ship was at-
tacked for “attempting to
transport Iranian oil.”
Jalveer's safety manager
is an Indian company lo-
cated in Chembur, Mum-
bai, as per the Equasis da-

tabase.

respectively. Threelndian
seafarers on Settebello died

The three attacks have
targeted the engine rooms
of the ships and sometimes
the steering compartment
but above the waterline.
This would render the ship
without the means to move
or manoeuvre but not sink
it. The Directorate General
of Shipping had issued an
advisory  mid-February
asking seafarer recruiters
and shipowners not to de-
ploy seafarers on ships
calling on Iranian ports. An
official source said the
crew onboard the three
vessels had joined before

the advisory was issued.

Family members of sea-
farer Aditya Sharma (23), a
deck cadet on Settebello
who was among the dead,
urged the government of
Himachal Pradesh, where
they live, and the Centre to
get his body back to the na-
tive Galore village in Ha-
mirpur so that his last rites
could be performed. Shar-
ma was planning to visit
home in May but decided
to extend his stay at the
vessel for a month, they
said.

The official spokesper-
son of the External Affairs
Ministry Randhir Jaiswal
said efforts are under way
to bring back the mortal re-
mains of the dead.

Condemning the at-
tacks, the Congress said in
a statement that PM Naren-
dra Modi had “repeatedly
showcased his personal
rapport with President Do-
nald Trump as a diplomat-
ic achievement” and that
Mr. Modi should “not
evade responsibility when
that relationship fails to
protect Indian lives and
interests.”

(Inputs from Kallol Bhatta-
cherjee, M. Kalyanaraman
and PTI)



Trump backs off from Iran
strikes, signals deal is likely

Tehran has “approved’ talks, says the US. President while announcing pause on attacks hours after

threatening to hit Iran ‘very hard, seize Kharg Island; Hormuz blockade to ‘remain till deal finalised

Stanly Johny

“Based on the fact that
discussions with the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran have
been brought to the high-
est level of Iranian leader-
ship and approved, I have,
as President of the United
States of America, can-
celled the scheduled
strikes and. bombings
against Iran this evening,”
Mr. Trump wrote ina social

media iost on Thursdai

Ascreengrab from a video released by the U.S. CENTCOM on
Thursday shows strikes targeting ‘Iranian infrastructure’. AFp

shortly.”

Earlier in the day, Mr.
Trump had written in
another post that he would
continue striking Iran after
both sides exchanged fire
for two consecutive nights.
After Thursday’s attack,
Iran also announced that it
closed the Strait of Hormuz
to all traffic.

In recent months, Mr.

Trump had made several
U-turns after making harsh
threats against Iran and is-
suing ultimatums, often
claiming progress in talks.

After Mr. Trump threa-
tened to take Kharg Island,
Mohammad-Bagher Ghali-
baf, Iran’s Parliament
Speaker, had warned that
any further escalation
would lead to an explosion
of energy infrastructure
and markets. “Wrong stra-
tegies and impulsive deci-
sions will reset the entire
board for the worse, ex-
plode energy infrastruc-
ture and markets and
create an endless quagmire
that you will be stuck in for
years. You will see a diffe-
rent Iran,” he wrote in a so-
cial media post.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12
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Twenty-two countries tell Iran to
stop attacking people ‘on our soil’

The countries accuse Iran’s security services of using international and local eriminal gangs to plot lethal actions against
dissidents, journalists and communities abroad; such attacks undermine the national sovereignty, says a joint statement

Agence France-Presse
SYDNEY

ttempts to Kill, kid-
nap, harass, intimidate, or
otherwise attack people on
our soil, undermines na-
tional sovereignty and in-
ternational norms. These

actions must stop imme-
diately,” the countries said
in a joint statement.

Security services: Members of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) attend a rally in Tehran, Iran. REUTERS

Israeli communities and in-
terests, they said. “We
stand united in our deter-
mination to protect our
countries and our people
against these threats. The
Islamic Republic of Iran
must halt thes jons.”

n November, Australia
designated the Revolution-
ary Guards as a state spon-
sor of terrorism, describ-
ing its alleged attacks in
Australia as “unprecedent-
ed and dangerous acts of
aggression”.

The statement was is-
sued by Albania, Australia,
Belgium, Britain, Bulgaria,
Canada, Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, France,
Finland, Germany, Ireland,
Latvia, Lithuania, Nether-
lands, New Zealand, North
Macedonia, Norway, Por-
tugal, Sweden and the Un-
ited States.

—




IRANIANS INCLUDE 2 WOMEN WHO FACE POTENTIAL TORTURE IF FORCED TO REJURN

USplans todeportIranians
to Central African Republic

Reuters
Darkar, Nairobi, June 11

briefed on the matter told

Reuters.

The Iranians include two
women who face potential tor-
ture and persecution ifthey are
forced to go back to Iran, their
lawyer, Emily Trostle, said. One
is a Christian convert and the
otherisapro-democracy activ-
ist, she added.

Both the women were de-
tained upon arrivinginthe U.S.
in November 2024, Trostle
said. They applied forasylumin
the US:and had secured a form
of protection known as with-
holding of removal from a US

Iranian women shop at a local market in Tehran on Thursday. reuters

Another source familiar
with the preparations said one
Turkish national was also ex-
pected to be deported.

The Trump administration

has used third-country deport-
ation deals — including with
Central African Republic's
neighbour the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, which is now
facing an Ebola outbreak — to
deport people it can't legall

USlawmakers:
Donotsend
Afghanalliesto
unsafe countries

DOZENS OF US lawmakers
urged President Donald
Trump's administration on
Thursday toroll back any plans
toship tounsafe third countries
Afghan nationals who worked
with US forces during the war
in their homeland.In a letter,
more than 80 House of Repre-
sentatives members appealed
to Secretary of State Marco
Rubio to reconsider plans for
1,100 Afghans who have been
stranded in Qatar awaiting re-
location.

"It's both a moral and a na-
tional security imperative that
our countrylive up toits prom-
iseand watch out for those who
put themselves in harm's way
to help keep us safe," Demo-
cratic Representative Jason
Crow of Colorado, a former
ArmyRangerwholed theletter,
saidin astatement. REUTERS




UK Defence Secy
resigns, says PM
Starmer failing to
commit resources

Reuters
London, June 11

unexpected resignations-ac-
companied by a scathing pub-
lic letter, compounds. the
pressure on Starmer when he
is facing a likely leadership
challenge andexposes the cri-
sis at the heart of the British
government — how it can
ramp up.defence spending
whenthere is little money to
spare and the welfare budget
Keeps rising.

Healey had been locked in
talks with Starmer and Finance
Secretary Rachel Reeves for
months over how to meet the
additional military spending
needed, delaying Britain's De-
fence Investment Plan, which

John Healey

Meanwhile, British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer said he
would “always do what is
needed to keep our country
safe" after John Healey re-
signed as defence minister,
countering Healey's claim that
the government had failed to
fund the military adequately.

“You are also right that we
have to go further,” Starmer
told Healeyin a letter, after the
former defence minister said
the prime minister and the
Treasury had been unable and
unwilling to commit the re-
sources needed to defend the
country.



