Panel recommends targeted splitting
of seats for next delimitation exercise

The model proposed by EAC-PM allows a 50% rise for all large States; dataset was based on elections to LS from 2009 to 2024; it results in increasing
the size of Lok Sabha to 824 seats and is broadly in line with what the Centre had suggested when it brought the delimitation-related Bills in April

Varghese K. George
Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

mendations have been
made in a new working
paper that goes beyond
population  distribution
and maintains the current
proportion of Lok Sabha
seats for all large States.

A model worked out by
the EAC-PM on such crite-
ria entails Kerala’s Lok Sab-
ha seats, for instance, ris-
ing from 20 to 30, Tamil
Nadu’s increasing from 39
to 59, and Uttar Pradesh’s
from 80 to 120 — broadly in
line with what the Union
government had suggested
in April, when it brought
the delimitation-related
Bills but failed to pass them
in Parliament.

The use of these criteria
in the EAC-PM’s model
further suggested a dou-
bling of the number of LS
seats in smaller States and
Union Territories such as
Mizoram, Puducherry, Sik-
kim, Ladakh, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Naga-

land, Chandigarh, and
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The working paper,
authored by EAC-PM mem-
ber Shamika Ravi and Mu-
dit Kapoor of the Indian
Statistical Institute, says
that its main objective was
to address the following
questions: “Which consti-
tuencies should be split, in-
to how many parts, and on
what criterion?”

In doing so, the EAC-PM
said that it assembled a da-
taset on elections to LS
seats from 2009 to 2024 to
estimate a “statistical rela-
tionship” between voter

Unique formula: The new working paper found a persistent gap in
women’s turnout in urban areas, evenafterconstituency splits. pTi
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turnout, constituency size,
and five compositional fea-
tures of the constituency
(these include urban
share, SC share, ST share,
linguistic polarisation, and
linguistic diversity).

The paper added that
this estimated statistical re-
lationship was then used to
come up with a “turnout-
maximising delimitation
plan that splits the largest
and most turnout-respon-
sive constituencies into
two or three parts”.

Splitting constituencies
In the policy brief attached
to the working paper, the
EAC-PM goes on to recom-
mend a “targeted crite-
rion” for splitting consti-
tuencies instead of a
“uniform one”, adding
that the “Delimitation
Commission, when it is
constituted after the 2027

Census”, should “treat the
joint. demographic and lin-
guistic profile of a candi-
date constituency, and not
its size alone, as the crite-
rion for splitting”.

The Council went on to
recommend that the Elec-
tion Commission of India
and the Ministry of Statis-
tics should time the next
delimitation exercise with
a “fresh booth rationalising
cycle” and the government
should ensure that the
“2027 Census tabulations
and gender-disaggregated
electoral statistics” are re-
leased on schedule.

It added that the work-
ing paper’s model calcula-
tions showed that even af-
ter the splitting of
constituencies, there re-
mained a residual gap in
the women’s turnout per-
centages in urban areas,
and thus recommended
the EC to plan delimitation
with measures like wo-
men-only polling booths
and women-targeted voter
roll update drives.

In their working paper-
policy brief, Ms. Ravi and
Mr. Kapoor further break
down their study into six
key findings. These deal
with the relationship of dif-
ferent factors with consti-
tuency-wise voter tur-
nouts. In one of its
findings, the  paper

claimed that the model
suggested by them is likely
to lead to an overall in-
crease of up to 2.3% in the
voter turnout across the
country in the next general
election. The authors have,
however, buttressed this
with a caveat, saying that
the gain in voter turnout
would depend on which
statistical specification is
chosen, adding that the
model was meant to answ-
er what would happen
when an electorate is re-
duced in size while retain-
ing its composition.

The brief also says that
between 2009 and 2024,
the gap between voter tur-
nouts in the smallest con-
stituency and the largest
constituency had halved.
“Small constituencies de-
scriptively out-vote large
ones in 2024 because they
sit on turnout-friendly
compositional  features
(high ST share, low urban
share, moderate linguistic
polarisation), and not be-
cause they are small per
se,” it concluded.

The EAC-PM added that
the demographic and lin-
guistic measures used for
the study were based on
the 2011 Census and so
would need to be updated
with 2027 Census figures
for a more reliable recalcu-
lation.



74 new land ports proposed
along International Border

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

e new land ports are
expected to strengthen
trade and seamless move-
ment of people with the

According to the Exter-

Amit Shah during the
inaugurationof the Land Port
Management System. ANI

nal Affairs Ministry, three
points are designated for
conducting border trade
between India and China —
Lipulekh Pass in Uttarak-
hand (since 1992), Shipki
La Pass in Himachal Pra-
desh (since 1995), and
Nathu La Pass in Sikkim
(since July 2006) but post-
COVID pandemic in 2020,
all trade is suspended.
Trade points and land bor-
ders are different as the lat-
ter integrates immigration,

customs and movement of
large goods vehicles too.
The land ports planned
along the Pakistan border
are at Teetwal, Adusa, and
«Chakan Da Bagh in Jammu
‘and Kashmir, Attari railway
station and Hussainiwala
in Punjab, and Munabao
railway station in Rajas-
than. At present, there is
just one operational land
port at Attari in Punjab and
trade from the two Facilita-
tion Centres located at Sa-
lamabad, Uri, Baramulla
district and Chakkan-da-
Bagh, Poonch district

along Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir re-
mained suspended since
the Pulwama attack.




Bodies of six Naga men found; UNC
seeks removal of Manipur Deputy CM

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Manipur Director-Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Mu-
kesh Singh told The Hindu
that after hectic efforts of
nearly 24 hours by around
15 teams of the Manipur
Police, Assam Rifles and
the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), the mortal
remains of the six missing
men could be located. “Le-
gal formalities are being
done,” Mr. Singh said.

The W Coun-
cil (UNC), the apex body of
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Naga groups had held several demonstrations over the past weeks
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seeking the release of the six men who were held hostage. PTI

gas'in Manipur de-

are 4-hour shutdown

in Naga areas and demand-
removal of Deputy

ief Minister Nemcha

| Kipgen.

The UNC said that Ms.
Kipgen is the wife of Sem-
tinthang Kipgen, president
of Kuki National Front-P
(KNF-P), a Kuki insurgent

group in suspension of op-
erations agreement with
the government and sus-
pected to be complicit in
the murder of the Naga ci-
vilians. The Naga body has
also accused the residents
of Leilon Vaiphei village of
abducting the individuals.
The six men, including
two pastors, and their fa-

mily members were ab-
ducted on May 13 following
the killing of three church
leaders from the Thadou
tribe in an ambush the
same day in Kangpokpi.
Twelve people including
women and children were
released later. At least 44
civilians were reportedly
taken hostage by Kuki and
Naga groups in Kangpokpi
and Senapati districts.
While several of those ab-
ducted were released ear-
lier, 14 members of the Ku-
ki  community  who
remained in captivity were
released on Tuesday and
the bodies of the six mis-
sing Naga men was reco-
vered by the security forc-
es on Wednesday.

The UNC claimed that
the bodies were mutilated
and has refused to receive
the bodies till the demands
are met.




Human contribution to
global warming highest

ever in 2025, says study

Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, June 10

AT Atimewhen global political
attention to climate change ap-
pears to be receding, a new as-
sessment has confirmed earliexr
estimates that 2025 was_the
third warmest year.on record.
Importantly, thisannual study,
called the Indicators of Global
Climate Change or IGCC, found
that the contribution of human
activities to the overall warming
observedin 2025 was possibly
the highest ever.

The IGCC study, first pub-
lished in 2023, is the work of an
independent international

EXPLAINED

35% by 2035’

The ongoing climate meetin
Germany has proposed aglo-
bal commitmentto ensure
that electricity accounts for
atleast 35% of final energy
consumption by 2035. Cur-
rently, itaccounts for 20% of
global energy consumption.
This is akey step towardsthe
transition from fossil fuels.

group of climate scientistswhich
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Global warming

includes several contributors to
the Intergovernmental Panelon
Climate Change (IPCC) that pro-
duces periodic reports on the
state of climate change, which
are considered the most authori-
tative word on the subject.

The IGCCstudy, publishedin
the peer-reviewed open access
journal called Earth System
Science Data, confirms the ear-
lier estimate of the World Me-
teorological Organisation

The warmest-ever vear,
2024, w. bout 1.55 ree
Celsius hotter than the 1850-
1900 baseline. That year, human
actvites had contributed about
1.36 degree Celsius of warming,
according to the IGCC study for
2024, therest beingattributed to
natural variations. The year 2023
was about 1.45 degree Celsius
warmer than 1850-1900 base=
line. Human contribution that
year was assessed tobe about 1.31
degree Celsius.

For 2025, the contribution of
human _activities to global
ever but the scale of natural
variations in climate differ
from year to year. 2025 hap-
penedto be a La Nina year, a
year in which the equatorial
Pacific Ocean, off the western
coast of South America, was
cooler than normal. La Nina is
known to have a general cool-

ing effect on the planet. This
could have been the reason
why the year, despite the poten-
tially record-breaking contribu-
tion of human-induced warm-
ing, was slightly cooler than
2024 and 2023.
TheIGCCstudysaid human-
induced warming had been in-
creasing attherateof about 0.27
degree Celsius per decade, as a
resultof record levels of green-
house gas emissions. It found
that greenhouse gas emissions
had reached 56.8 billion tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent in

The IGCC study is being re-
leased ina week when countries
are assembled in Bonn, Ger-
many, for the annual mid-year
climate talks. The discussions

are centred.mainly around ways
to increase the ambition of cli-
mate action which has suffered
amajorblowduetothe withdra-
walof the United States fromthe
2015 Paris Agreement last year.
Global climate action has been
unable to keep pace with the
requirement tosignificantly cut
greenhouse gasemissionsinthe
near term.

The findings of the IGCC
study are a further reminder to
the rapidly rising global tem-

This year, a strong El Nino is
predicted todevelopintheequa-
torial Pacific Ocean. This year’s
ElNinois expected to persist not
just through the end of the year,
but possibly also continue into
early next year.



FIRST SUMMONS SINCE TRUMP’S RETURN

Delhi summons US diplomat

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, June10

FOR THE first time in its deal-
ings with the Trump adminis-
tration, India Wednesday sum-
moned a top US diplomat in
New Delhi following an attack
earlier in the day by American
forces on acommercial ship off
the coastof Oman. Ofthe 24 In-
dian seafarers on the ship Set-
tebello, 21 were rescued while
three remained missing:
Sourcessaida senior official
of the Ministry of External Af-
fairs summoned theUS charge
d’affaires Jason Meeks over the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PM Narendra Modi enjoys ‘jhalmuri’ with West Bengal CM Suvendu
Adhikariduring an NDA meeting in New Delhi, Wednesday. ani
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PM MODIIS BARAIBHAL
WHO OFFERS WARMTH
AND WISDOM, HIS
LEGACY PERSONAL

By DASHO TSHERING TOBGAY
PRIME MINISTER OF BHUTAN

NDA HAS GIVEN
COUNTRY STABILITY,
BHARAT RUNNING AT
FULL SPEED,PM TELLS
ALLIANCE LEADERS

PAGE10

Cabinet hails
Modi’s ‘historic’
PMstint; Trump,
worldleaders
send greetings

Express News Service
New Delhi, June 10

AS NARENDRA Modi became
India’s longest continuously
serving elected Prime Minister
on Wednesday — 4,399 days,
surpassing the previous record
of 4,398 days held by Jawahar-
lal Nehru — the Union Cabinet
passed aresolution applauding
him and terming it as a “his-
toric milestone in the journey
of Indian democracy”.

Many world leaders, includ-
ing US President Donald
Trump, German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz, President of the
European Commission Ursula

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



‘Workers’ remittances cross $100 billionin
FY26, but long-term BoP solution needed

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, June 10

DESPITE THE capital outflows
from financial markets and
subdued net foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) inflows, India
managed to record a Balance of
Payments (BoP) surplus of $7.22
billion in the January-March
2026 quarter, aided by a factor
thought to be at risk from the
ongoing war in West Asia: re-
mittances from abroad.

In the first quarter of 2026,
Indians working abroad sent
home $31.07 billion — the most
in13years, as per Reserve Bank
of India (RBI)data - registering
ayear-on-year growth of 34%.

But what is more striking is
the annual figure.

Anewrecord

In 2025-26 as a whole, In-
dian workers abroad sent back
home a record $110.47 billion,
up 26% from $87.55 billion in
2024-25, with economists the-
orising the West Asia crisis pro-
bably led to a ‘precautionary’
rise in remittances.

This is the first time that
workers’ remittances have ever
crossed the $100-billion-mark
inasingle year.

The more widely quoted re-
mittances number — which
has been above $100 billion for
four years in arow now —is, in
fact, not remittances as we
think of them, but a broader.
category called . ‘private
transfers’. While workers’ re-
mittances make up more than
two-third of private transfers,
this category also includes
withdrawals freomnon-resident
depositsand theirredemption,
personal gifts and donations
(including to religious and
charitable institutionsinIndia),
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and gold and silver brought
through passenger baggage.
Private transfers rose 15% in
2025-26 to $151.71 billion, while
net transfers (after adjusting for
money sent abroad) wasup 16%
at $144.07 billion.

Mutual benefits

In addition to the war, the
rupee’s sharp fall over the
course of 2025-26 would have
alsoincentivised thesending of
more dollars (or any other cur-
rency) back home than

«Indian workers remittedrecord $110 bn

intoIndiain FY26
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ingly, be it foreign portfolio in-
vestment (FPI) or FDLIf not for
thesé remittances; the rupee
may have fallen even more.

Shiftingsands of
remittances
The West Asia war pres-
ented a new hurdle for India’s
external balance because of the
number of Indians working in
the region. However, as per the
RBI’s latest survey on remit-
tances, inflows from the Gulf
countries of UAE, Saudi

usual asitwouldlead to Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar,
family ‘members in Oman and Bahrain had
India getting more ru- declined to 38% of the
pees foreach unit of the ® total in 2023-24 from
foreigncurrency. 47% in 2016-17. As such,

“Thankfully, remit-
tances have not been adversely
affected. And there are no indi-
cations they have been (post
March),” a senior government
official said on Tuesday.

One must indeed be thank-
ful for such strong workers’ re-
mittances at a time when the
inflow of other types of foreign
money has dried up alarm-

while this means that
any hit from the war may not be
as large as it would have been
before, any benefit from a
greater number of Indians
being employed once recon-
struction efforts begin will also
be limited.
The fall in the Gulf regions’
share in India’s inward remit-
tances has been matched by an

increase in contribution from
advanced countriessuch asthe
US and the UK — regions grap-
pling with the impact of in-
creasing adoption of artificial
intelligence (AI) on currentand
future employment.

Along-term solution

Remittances, however, can-
not be relied upon to bail out
the Indian economy. FDI and
FPI inflows must improve,
whilethetrade deficit will have
to be managed. And although
the government is notdonean-
nouncing measures, it knows
its hands are tied beyond a
point. “When it comes to gold,
nothing we do is enough,” gov-
ernment sources said. “People
want gold for lots of reasons like
traditions, weddings, and in-
vestment. We can only provide
anudge, like the Prime Minister
haddone.”

FDI inflows — which to-
talled less than $9 billion in
2024-25and 2025-26 combined
onanet basis — are another dif-
ficult subject as it has been on

the decline —as a percentage
of GDP —since 2010.

“Lamnot sure if any one
step will addressthe FDIissue,”
the aforementioned govern-
ment source said.

“Yes, steps are required. We
will take them steadily.”

While gross FDIinflows into
Indiarose to anew all-time high
0f$94.53 billion in 2025-26, net
inflows were a mere $7.65 bil-
lion due to foreign investors re-
patriating $53.58 billion and
overseas FDI by Indian com-
panies increasing to $33.29 bil-
lion. As such, despite record
grossinflows, the net FDI figure
has been low in the past two
years. For the time being, the
measures already announced
— fromtheremoval of taxeson
foreign investors’ bond invest-
ments to the swap scheme for
Foreign Currency Non-Resi-
dent (Bank) depositsand PSUS’
foreignloans — have materially
changed the outlook for the
rupee, with the BoP expected to
be roughly neutral in 2026-27.

Economists broadly see the
rupee hovering around the 94-
96-per-dollar levels, with the
RBIexpected todiscourage any
strengthening as it mops up as
much of foreign inflows it can
tobuild upits foreign exchange
reserves. “Nonetheless, the cur-
rent account deficit remains
heavily oil-driven and oil prices
remain elevated. We think im-
porters may use the dip in US-
DINR (exchange rate) to buy
more USD cheaply. Moreover,
India's relatively low real yield
means that yield-seeking inves-
tors are unlikely to be as
strongly attracted in the cur-
rent environment,” Barclays’
forex strategists Mitul Kotecha
and Audrey Ong said in a note
on Tuesday.



Taiwan’s High Mobility Artill

uk: et Systems (HIMARS) during a live military exercise, which
simulates anenemy inv. ,in Taichung, Taiwan, on Wednesday. REUTERS

TAIWAN’S MILITARY Wednes- THEMILITARY said thedrillwasto | HIMARSIS one of Ukraine’s main

dayfiredits ne ocket demonstrate the HIMARS’ mobility | strike systems and has been used
i nattackonan = andability to “shoot-and-scoot”— | multiple times during the war with

rce and dem- withdrawing after firing to avoid Russia. With arange of 300 kms

“shoot-and-scoot” enemy radar — soasto “greatly it could strike targets in China’s

ade counterstrikes. improve battlefield survivability”. southeastern province. REUTERS



Will continue ‘very hard attacks,
says Trump as U.S., Iran trade fire

US. launches air strikes following the downing of a military helicopter over the Strait of Hormuz, while Iran retaliates with

attacks on US. bases in the region; any act of aggression will be met with immediate response, says Iran’s Speaker Ghalibaf

Stanly Johny

“We are going to be at-
tacking them, attacking
them very hard,” Mr.
Trump told presspersons
on Wednesday.

Mohammad-Bagher
Ghalibaf, Iran’s Parliament
Speaker, said any attack on
Iran would be met with

“immediate and decisive
response”. In a message to
commemorate the 12-day
war of June 2025, Mr. Gha-
libaf said: “The imposed
wars, the first, second, and
third, have shown the
world that the path of vic-

tory and triumph passes
ﬂéougﬁ steadfastness and

martyrdom.”

‘Pay the price’

Earlier in the day, Mr.
Trump warned that Iran
“will have to pay the price”
for taking “too long” to ne-

Flames engulf vehicles after an Israeli air strike in Sidon, Lebanon
on Wednesday. A ceasefire in effect in the region since April 8 first
came under strain over Israel’s attacks in Lebanon. AFP

East is DEAD! They’ve ta-
ken too long to negotiate a
deal that would have been
great for them, now they

will have to pay the price,”
he said.

The U.S. forces struck
“Iranian air  defense,
ground control stations,
and surveillance radar sites
near the Strait of Hormuz

with precision munitions”,
U.S. Central Command
(CENTCOM) said in a state-
ment on Wednesday.

Iran, which neither con-

firmed nor denied that it
downed the helicopter,
responded with missile
and drone attacks at U.S.
bases in Bahrain, Kuwait,
and Jordan.

“In response to the mili-
tary aggression and the
violation of Iran’s national
sovereignty and territorial
integrity, the country’s ‘po-
werful armed forces’
struck U.S. bases and as-
sets in the region that were
the origin of these aggres-
sions,” Iran’s Foreign Mi-
nistry said in a statement.

Iran’s Tasnim news
agency reported that U.S.
strikes destroyed two re-
servoirs in Bamani Sirik.
The attack affected drink-
ing water supply for about
20,000 people, according
to areport in Press TV.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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TheUS struck southerniran, ™ IRAN said it retaliated
== callingitaresponsetothe (\P' by attackingUSassets
—  downing of aUS helicopter. “*inthe region. .
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Will continue ‘very hard
attacks’, says Trump

“During the ongoing aerial engagements in'the
Strait of Hormuz, an MQ-9 drone that intended to
approach and intervene in the battle zone from
the skies over the northern Persian Gulf was
struck and destroyed in the skies over the city of
Jam in Bushehr Province,” the IRGC said.

Fragile ceasefire

The U.S.-Iran exchange of strikes followed a simi-
lar exchange of fire between Iran and Israel earlier
this week. Iran launched missiles at Israel, the first
direct attack on Israel since the April 8 ceasefire
was announced, in retaliation for Israeli strikes at
Beirut in Lebanon, and Israel responded with air
strikes. Mr. Trump had then asked both sides to
stop “shooting” at each other, and said the U.S.
and Iran were still close to reaching an agreement.

On Wednesday, Mr. Trump said he could order
the targeting of Iranian bridges and power plants,
a step he had originally threatened just before the
ceasefire but never followed through on.

Over the past two months, Mr. Trump had said
several times that a deal was within reach. But ten-
sions persisted in the Strait of Hormuz, which re-
mains under Iran’s control. The U.S. had an-
nounced a blockade on Iran’s ports on April 13,
after direct negotiations in Islamabad failed to
make any breakthrough. In another social post,
Mr. Trump praised the U.S. blockade of Iranian
shipping, calling it “the most successful” in histo-
ry while labelling it a “steel w



Air strikes on ‘terror hideouts’ in
Afghanistan killed 26, says Pakistan

Islamabad says its forces carried out ‘precise and calibrated strikes’ in the border regions targeting safe havens of planners
and masterminds of the TTP; Kabul says Pakistan bombed civilian homes in the provinces of Kunar, Khost, and Paktika

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD

In the aftermath of re-
cent militant incidents in
Pakistan, “precise and cali-
brated strikes were carried
out along Pakistan-Afghan-
istan border areas on hide-
outs and safe havens of
masterminds and planners
belonging to Fitna-al-
Khwarij, killing 26 Khawa-
rijs,” Pakistan’s Informa-
tion Minister Attaullah Ta-

A Taliban security member near the debris of a house after an air
strike in'Khost Province, Afghanistan, on Wednesday. REUTERS

rar said ‘on Wednesday.
Fitna-al-Khawarij is a term
that Pakistan uses for the
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).

“Last night, the Pakista-

ni military once again vio-
lated Afghanistan’s air-
space and bombed civilian
homes in the provinces of
Kunar, Khost, and Paktika.
As a result of these attacks,
11 children, one woman,
and one elderly man were
killed, while 14 other wo-
men and children were in-
jured,” Afghan Taliban spo-
kesperson Zabihullah
Mujahid said.

Among the recent terror
incidents that Mr. Tarar
listed was a militants’ at-
tack on Federal Constabul-
ary post in Musa Dara on
Tuesday, vehicle-borne
suicide attacks on a mili-
tary post in North Waziris-
tan on June 2, and an at-
tack on a police station in

Bannu on May 9.

“Based on credible intel-
ligence, selective targeting
of camps and hideouts was
carried out with precision

and accuracy. Four targets

were completely destroyed
includij ini G

a hideout, an ammunition

cache and a Marakiz (hub)
belonging to the Fitna:al-
Khwarij Commander
Aleem Khan Khushali and
Commander Akhtar Mu-
hammad Jani Khel.” Mr. Ta-
rar said in a statement on
X. He also said Pakistan has
always strived for main-
taining peace and stability
in the region, but at the
same time “the safety and
security of our citizens re-
mains our top priority”.



