Protest will continue until

Pradhan quits: CJP founder

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

A day after organising a de-
monstration in New Delhi
demanding the resignation
of Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan,
the founder of the online
movement Cockroach Jan-
ta Party (CJP), Abhijeet
Dipke, on Sunday said the
protest would continue.
Hundreds of people, in-
cluding students, had gath-
ered at the Jantar Mantar
on Saturday demanding
the resignation of the Mi-
nister over the alleged ir-
regularities in CBSE exami-
nations, entrance tests for

Addressing  pressper-
sons at his hometown in
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar district in Maharashtra
on Sunday, Mr. Dipke said,

@

ABHIJEET DIPKE
CJP founder

“What to do with this go-
vernment? No employ-
ment;, NO proper exams.
The " youngsters of the
country are not scared of
the government. We will
continue to fight until he
[Mr. Pradhan] resigns. So-
meone must be held
accountable.”

He said the protest was
a success, saying that
around 7,000 people took
part in it, and dismissed
claims that people were
paid to take part in the de-
monstration. “I came to
the venue direct from the
airport [after arriving from
the U.S.]. How could I have
paid them? The BJP is also

The youngsters of the
country are not scared
of the government. We will
continue to fight for him [Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan] to resign. Someone
must be held accountable

running a fake campaign
that not many people
turned up at the venue.”

“I informed my friends
that I am going to India and
very much mentally pre-
pared to go to jail also. So-
meone must raise the
voice. In our country, the
politics has been limited to
elections. Once elections
are done, [people] forget
about it for the next five
years,” Mr. Dipke said.

On the future course of
action, Mr. Dipke said, “We
will discuss with the mem-
bers of the community,
take their suggestions, and
accordingly decide on our
next move.”



Neutralise armed miscreants in

Manipur: CRPF chief to Eersonnel

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Mr. Singh made the re-
marks during an interac-
tion with CRPF personnel
in Manipur on Saturday,
according to a 6.05-minute
video clip seen by The Hin-
du. He said that discus-
sions were held at the high-
est levels in" ~-the
government, and added,
“It is expected. that there
will be a turnaround in the
situation in the northeast-
ern State in the next one or
one-and-a-half years.”

More than 6,000 police
weapons and thousands of
rounds of ammunition

~ Vv )

Security agencies have flagged the availability of weapons with
civiliansas a major challenge in the violence-hit State. FILE PHOTO

were looted from armou-
ries after ethnic violence
erupted in the State on
May 3, 2023.

In the video, the CRPF
officer said that personnel
need not worry about fir-
ing at miscreants and he,

as the D-G, would protect
any “bona fide action”.

“If you do not fire at mis-
creants, why has the go-
vernment given us so
much arms and ammuni-
tion. I have your back. Till
the time I am here, no
need to worry about any
(legal) action,” Mr. Singh
said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



He was referring to an April 7 incident in which
CRPF personnel opened Hre as a mob stormed the
(e Cainp af Cohol, 3 DLlles Eome Detween
Meitei and Kuki-Zo areas in Bishnupur district
since 2023. The firing led to the death of three

protesters.

When contacted, Mr. Singh said the video was
meant for “internal purposes”.

“I had addressed the troops in Manipur and ex-
horted them to take the strongest lawful action
against armed miscreants. I have always main-
tained that the responsibility of all the bona fide
action taken by the force shall be mine as chief,”
he said. In the video, the officer said that the se-
curity forces should prepare for the coming days
to deal with all types of miscreants.

“There are two scenarios here. One is the
armed miscreants, some of them are active mili-
tant groups, or with surrendered militant groups,
all of them have weapons. They are misusing the

weapons to vitiate the situation in Manipur. The
second is the law-and-order issue, which is con-
nected to the armed miscreants. The crowd pro-
vides cover to these armed groups so that they
can ¢reate tensions,” Mr. Singh said.

Calibrated strategy

He further said a calibrated strategy would have to
be formed to deal with both scenarios in collabo-
ration with local police, and the strategy should
be futuristic and not merely reactionary.

“Find out about the events planned in the next
24 hours or over a period of 7-30 days and how
they can be stopped at source,” he added.

“Whoever is found roaming in civilian areas
with weapons should be neutralised. Please have
no doubts over this, I am saying this in clear
terms,” the CRPF D-G said, adding, “If people con-
tinue to charge despite repeated warnings, then
the use of force is completely justified.”



Efforts on to establish

Al ecosystem for the

judiciary, says CJI

SC has consciously approached technology as an aid to human reasoning

rather than substitute for independent judicial thought, Justice Kant says

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

bserving that the
Supreme  Court
has  consciously

thought, Chief Justice of In-
dia Surya Kant said that
considerable emphasis has
been placed on developing
“Swadeshi jurisprudence”.

guarding justice in the age
of Al and technological ad-
vancement”, the CJI said
that in addition to ongoing

technological initiatives,
serious efforts are under
way to explore establishing
an indigenous Al ecosys-
tem for the judiciary.

“The Supreme Court of
India has consciously ap-
proached technology as an
aid to human reasoning
rather than as a substitute
for independent judicial
thought. Considerable em-

@

judicial systems across

the world into far closer
conversation with one another
and strengthened what may
now fairly be described as an
increasingly interconnected
globaljudicial community

JUSTICE SURYA KANT
Supreme Court

phasis, however, has been
placed upon the develop-
ment of what may be de-
scribed as a distinctly In-
dian or ‘Swadeshi
jurisprudence’: One that
remains attentive to our
own constitutional values,
institutional realities, lin-
guistic diversity, and social
conditions rather than re-
lying solely upon imported
technological models or
assumptions,” the CJI said.

He said technology has
contributed to something
beyond the constitutional
promise of access to jus-
tice.

“It has, in many ways,
brought judicial systems

It [technology] has, in
many ways, brought

across the world into far
closer conversation with
one another and streng-
thened what may now fair-
ly be described as an in-
creasingly interconnected
global judicial communi-
ty,” he said.

Young lawyers, judicial
officers, and legal profes-
sionals are an encouraging
source for the judiciary’s
technological transforma-
tion, the CJI said.

t




‘Detailed NFHS

report will provide
a broader picture’

Press T of Indi

NEW DELHI

Union Health Ministry
sources addressed criti-
cism directed at “missing”
indicators, such as anae-
mia, sanitation, and cover-
age of clean cooking fuel,
in the National Family
Health Survey (NFHS)-6
factsheets saying those are
being monitored through
dedicated national surveys
and administrative data-
bases, and were not “dupli-
cated” in the preliminary
release.

Responding to ““com-
mentary in sections of the
media regarding the ab-
sence of certain indica-
tors”, official sources said
the factsheets represent
the first stage of dissemina-
tion and cover 101 major
indicators intended to pro-
vide a concise snapshot of
India’s most critical health
and demographic trends.

“The factsheets are the
first stage of dissemina-
tion. The detailed national
report will provide a much
broader picture,” sources
said. The report will be re-
leased subsequently with a
much wider range of indi-
cators, detailed analyses
and methodological
documentation.

“The aim is to ensure

that each indicator is re-
ported through the most
appropriate and authorita-
tive source, reducing dupli-
cation and improving over-
all data coherence,”
sources said. They said sev-
eral indicators eited ' as
“missing” from' the fact-
sheets are being monitored
through dedicated nation-
al systems.-Sanitation and
clean. cooking fuel cover-
age, -for instance, are
tracked through special-
ised surveys and adminis-
trative platforms such as
Swachh Survekshan Gra-
meen and the Statistics
and Programme Imple-
mentation Ministry’s sur-
veys, making duplication
within the factsheets unne-
cessary, they said.

Key statistics relating to
mortality, birth registra-
tion and population cha-
racteristics continue to be
generated through systems
such as the Sample Regis-
tration System, Civil Regis-
tration System and Census
framework.

On the absence of anae-
mia estimates in the fact-
sheets, they said that hae-
moglobin testing was not
undertaken in NFHS-6 due
to concerns surrounding
the capillary blood sam-
pling methodology used in
previous rounds.




URVASHI PRASAD

THE HEADLINE from NFHS-6 on child
health is heartening. Stunting — children
Whoaretooshort for%elrge— hasdeclined
nationally from 35.5 per centto 293 percent.

at is a substantial improvement and de-
serves recognition. However, read in full,
NFHS-6's child nutrition storv presents a
more complicated picture: National gains

areuneven,

Sevenllagestateshavedetero-
rated, and key drivers of child nutrition re-
Tmain deeply concerning.

Severe ing, the most dangerous form
T

centtoS.2percent. Thisisame: ain

tshould translate into fewerchild deaths.
——e

NFHS-6 data on child nutrition-has sobering warnings

Yetoverall wasting fell only marginally, from
19.3 per cent to 19 per cent, meaning nearly
one in five Indian children under five re-
TS acately maourshed The propor-
tion of underweight children moved from
32.1 per cent to 31.8 per cent. Nearly one in
three Indian children isstill underweight.
The state-level data is even more troub-
ling. InJharkhand, underweightprevalence
incre: om 394 percenttodllpercent.
InUP, wasting rose fom 123 eLcentiolo.2
percentand underweight from 32.1percent
x cent. Rajasthan recorded similar
deterioration, with wasting risi 8.
per cent ight
from276 t. Theseset-
backs insome of India’s largest statesare ob-
scured by the national headline.
Thestuntingfj; i

gfigureitselfconcealswide
disparities. Kerala’s. srunu'nE rateis 20.1 per

cent, compared with 35.6 per centin Bihar
an r cent in Jharkhand«Fhe gap re-
e TS verTErenchhood reatties
under the same national programmes.
Jharkhand’s wasting

ralestands at22.3 per

5’s 22.4 per.cent despite four years of
programme implementation.

Only 15.3 per gent of children aged 6-23

Breastfeeding remains one of the
most evidence-backed, low-cost
public-health interventions
available. Its decline in states with
high malnutrition burdensis a
serious policy failure

months receive an adequatediet, upfrom 11
per cent. TS Is progress, but it su‘i means

more than eightin 10 children duri

receiving what nutrition science recom-
mends. Dietary adequacyisonly 8.7 percent
in Rajasthan and 119 per cent in Bihar. The
declineinstuntinghasoccurred despite this
gap, not because it has been resolved.

Perhaps the most worrying finding is
breastfeeding. mﬁiv_erﬁaﬁm%g
Tmong Infants undef S months has fallen

natio: m reenttoSS.8percent.
InUP, it has drogﬁ from S9.7 per centto
34.6percent. Jharl dand Rajasthan have
ﬁ%ﬁarpdecﬁns. Kerala.in contrast,
improved from 55.5 per cent to 72.7 per cent.
ThissuggestsThe prﬁem isnotinstitutional
delivery but postnatal support after dis-
charge. Breastfeeding remains one of the

most evidence-backed, low-cost public-
health interventions available, benefiting
both child survival and maternal health. Its
decline in states with high malnutrition
burdens is aserious policy failure.

There are clear successes. Full vaccina-
tion cove! € INCTre: I rcentto
74 cover-
agesurged fmm 364 percent mss Apercent,
reflecting effective national rollout.

NFHS-6confirmsIndiacan reducestunt-

ing. But le-
clining breastfe oL
Whether the next NFHS shows ccnunued

progresson stunting will depend on whether
these warning signs are addressed now.

The writeris senior fellow. Pahle India Foundation
and former director, office of vice chairperson,
NITIAayog



The retirement trap India

is walking into unprepared

India is entering a phase where ageing, healthcare, personal finance will become deeply

interconnected public issues; retirement can no longer be limited to tax-saving instruments

TWILIGHT ZONE

Vishwajeet Goel

ndia is growing ol-
der, at a pace most
households are fi-
nancially  unpre-
ared for. As per the Unit-

At the same
time, healthcare costs con-
tinue to rise sharply, while

inflation steadily chips
away at household savings.

Yet, retirement plan-
ning in India still largely
operates on assumptions
built for another era.

We are living longer
S,
improved sanitation, rising
incomes and medical ad-
d
Indians live longer .than
previous generations.
But the longer people

lar income. For most peo-
s

are based on current
'Spends than future costs.
A family spending
¥75,000/month today may
‘believe a few crores will
comfortably sustain retire-
ment. But inflation chang-

ee

In recent years, medical
inflation in India has
stayed at 12-14%, much
higher than the overall
inflation. Treatment can
now cost a chunk of
retirement savings.

This is why retirement
planning can no longer re-
ly on traditional savings in-
struments. India needs
stronger pension participa-
tion and long-term retire-
ment-focused investing ha-
bits. Instruments such as
the National Pension Sys-
tem (NPS) encourage sus-
tained retirement planning
via regulated and relatively
low-cost structure. Its flexi-
bility across equity, go-
vernment securities and
debt -allocation allows in-
vestors to gradually align
risk with age and retire-
ment goals. More impor-
tantly, NPS addresses the
absence of a structured
pension culture outside of
government employment.

In recent years, medical
inflation in India has
stayed between 12-14%, sig-
nificantly higher than over-
allnflation. Treatment can
now use a huge chunk of
retirement savings.

India is witnessing a ra-
pid rise in chronic condi-
tions such as diabetes, hy-
pertension and cardiac

es the picture dramatically.

disorders which are long-

“Even with moderate infla-

10n, everyday expenses
can multiply several times
over two or three decades.

The 1impact becomes even
sEarper in healthcare.

duration illnesses requir-
g continuous medica-
tion, diagnostics, follow-up
care and, in many cases,
repeated hospitalisation.
While earlier genera-

o®

Even with moderate
inflation, everyday
expenses can multiply
several times over two
or three decades. The
impact becomes even
sharper in healthcare.

tions often associated re-

considered the safest re-
tirement instrument, often
fail to generate inflation-
beating post-tax returns
over long periods. Realty is
illiquid and does not al-
ways provide reliable ren-
tal income. Pension cover
in India is also limited.

At the same time, Indian
society is changing. Urban-
sation, migration, nuclear
‘families and changing ca-
reer patterns mean many

tirement _ wit

spending, modern retirees
may experience the oppo-
site.” Healthcare, assisted
living, home care support,
diagnostics and medicines
¢an become _recurring
monthly expenses chang-
ing the role of health insu-
rance in household finan-
cial planning. Health cover
today is increasingly be-
coming central to retire-
fiient protection. Without
adequate coverage, even
disciplined long-term sav-
ings can erode quickly af-
ter a major medical event.

Starting early
The advantage of starting
early in instruments such
as NPS is the ability to
build a retirement corpus
gradually over decades
while benefiting from com-
pounding and professional
fund management. For
younger earners especial-
ly, time is the biggest asset.
Small but consistent con-
tributions made early can
potentially create signifi-
cantly larger retirement
outcomes compared with
delayed investing later.
Traditional _retirement
strategies are not able_to
keep pace with realities.
Fixed deposits, long

retirees may no longer
have the same family- sup-
port structures similar_to
earlier generations. Finan-
Cial independence during
retirement is an economic
and a social necessity.
Starting early allows
compounding to work over
decades rather than years.
But retirement planning
cannot be reduced to chas-
ing market returns or ac-
cumulating the largest cor-
pus. The larger objective is
sustainability. People need
savings that can survive in-
flation, market cycles and
rising healthcare costs ov-
er long retirement periods.
India is entering a phase
where ageing, healthcare,
and personal finance will
become deeply intercon-
nected public issues. It’s
retirement conversation
can no longer remain limit-
ed to tax-saving invest-
ments or fixed deposits.
The challenge is, how
does a country prepare
millions of people to finan-
cially sustain lives becom-
ing longer, more expensive
and medically more de-
manding? This would de-
fine the future of retire-
ment planning in India.
(The writer is Head, Pen-
sionbazaar)




No need to worry about US Section 301, we will

tackle it... confident of a good trade deal: Goyal

Asks India Inc to get out of ‘comfort zone’,
look for opportunities at home, abroad

Express News Service
Mumbai, June7

DAYS AFTER the Trump ad-
ministration proposed 12.5%
tariffs on India and 53 other
countries after a United States
Trade Representative (USTR)

trade investigation under Sec-
tion 301 o! tﬂe UsS TraﬂE Actof
1974 dec]| -

tries failed to impose a legal

rohibition on “importation of
goods produced wholly or in

part with forced labour”, Com-
merce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal'said Sunday he

_’ Union Minister Piyush Goyal in Mumbai, Sunday. SANKHADEEP BANERJEE

e
B =
===

didn’t thinkthere was any need
toworry about Section 301, and
that “we will tackle it”.

The proposed tariffs have
been announced while US and
Inaian neEotiators are flﬁﬁlis-
ingabilateral trade agreement.

Speaking at the Financial
Express India’s Best Banks
Awards in Mumbai, Goyal said
US Trade Representative Jamie-
son Greer will visit India in the
next two weeks for further dis-
cussions on the trade deal. Ear-
lier, he had indicated an agree-
ment could be reached by July.

“So this (Section 301 inves-

tigation) is really a mechanism
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



G_'oyal

being created, given their (the
US) constraints that the Con-

said the government “has no
problem with investments from
China so long as they are in the
desirable sectorsand notmeant
for opportunistic takeover of In-
dian assets.”

gress is not going to support any
of their actions (on reciprocal

tariffs)... They are tryingto create
a competitive edge for India. So
Idon’t think (we need to) worry
about Section 301, we'll tackleit,
it’s our responsibility,” he said.

“The (Section 301) investiga-
tion is directed at a particular
country,” Goyal said, without
naming China.

He said India was keenly
awaiting what kind of tariffs
would ultimately be imposed
under Section 301. “We will pro-

He, however, ruled out any
revisiting of India’s decision to
stay out of the China- e-
gional Comprehensive Econ-
omic Partnershi i
it was incomprehensible in the
first place why the then UPA
government joined the talks for
the 15-country trade bloc, while
the country already had prefer-
ential trade pacts with most of
these countries, except China.

He said the bulging mer-

chandise trade defi¢it with
China — $1124 billion in 2025-

tect India’s interests and I am
very confident that the (India-
US trade) deal will come
through. It will be a good deal”
hesaid.

He, however, reiterated that
“India stands for fair and equi-
table trade” and any deal being
signed would be “balanced,” and
thatthe country won’tnégotiate
with deadlines set.

Goyal noted thatin a world
where geopolities is in a flux, “re-
alignmentof friends and friend-
ships” wotlld be inevitable.

Replying to a question on
whether investments from
China could be facilitated
further given India’s growing
trade deficit with that country

and the critical inputs required
for new-age manufacturing, he

2026 — could be progressively

reduced by a multi-pronged
strategy,“including creating
competitive domestic capacities
wherever feasible, and cracking
down on unfair trade practices
like dumping and predatory
pricing.

He hinted that the UK’s in-
sistence on proceeding with steel
import tariff measures after all
processes for implementing the

spoke of “two other issues” that
had cropped upcloser totheim-
plementation of the bilateral
CETA, and one of these was
settled in India’s favourin recent
Delhi talks.

OnMarch19, the UK govern-
ment announced, that it will
limit tariff-frée Steel imports
from July1, 2026, reducing over-
all quotawolumes by 60% com-
pared-to'the steel safeguard
measure. Any imports above
these levels will subsequently
face a 50% tariff.

Goyal ruled out putting any
curbs on investors repatriating
their investments from India or
outbound capital, citing the
country’s comfortable foreign
exchange reserves and Current
Account Deficit (CAD) remain-
ingwellunder 2%. “Our financial

servicesare largely aboutIndia’s
best banks and financial ser-
vices. We’ve been too inward-
looking. We have been content
with a large Indian market. We
have to shake our conscience,
shake ourselves to start explor-
ingworld markets,” he said.
Goyal called upon Corporate
India ™to get out of its comfort

India-UK Comprehensive Econ-
omic and Trade Agreement
(CETA) were almost concluded
would lead toIndiaclawing back
some concessionsithad givenin
the pact. “On steel, we will have
torebalance with some products
whichwill possibly even hurtthe

UKbusinesses. Butthat’sthe na-
ture of trade,” Goyal said. He

zone  and look for investment

and business opportunities both

inIndiaand abroad. “Wehaveto
get out of our comfort zone in
every area. I mean, for that
matter, whether it’s banking, fi-
nancial services, taking UPI in-
ternationally, publishing, jewel-
lery, construction, education,
culture, even sports,” he said.



SECOND PRICE REVISION SINCE CRISISINWEST ASIA

LPG cvlinder price

up Rs 29; OMCs still

losing Rs 70: Govt

Ministry: Price of
household cylinder
lower than that

in neighbouring
countries

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, June7

THE PRICE of a 14.2-kg do-
mestic LPG cylinder was raised
by Rs 29 effective Sunday, the
second such price revisionsince
the start of the war in West Asia
which triggered a supply crisis:
Theincrease follows aRs 60-
per-cylinder hike on
takingthe cumulative
89 per 14.2-kg do
der. It will no
Delhi — correspo changes
in price have’been effected in
other parts6fthe country.
Beneficiaries ofthe Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY)
will continue to pay an effective
Rs 642 per cylinder after receiv-
ing a subsidy of Rs 300 per refill
on the first four refills annually,
down from 9 refills announced
last year.

o *c‘ﬁ‘v

B
o Aﬂérthe hike

| PRICE
rDelhu [Rs‘g}fz' ]
Kolkata | Rs 968 ‘ 1
Mumbai ] Rs 941.50
Chennai | Rs957.50

. v - -

LPG cylinders being delivered in Nadia, West Bengal, Sunday. p1i

mEXPLAINED

Consumption down

India’s LPG consumption
stood at about 90,000
tonnes a day before the West
Asiawar. Butwith the dis-
ruptionin flows through the
Straitof Hormuz and
seasonal dipindemand,
LPG consumption has de-
clined toabout 72,000
tonnes a day, accordingto
recent estimates.

leum Ministry said Sunday.

It also said that the price of
domestic LPG in India con-
tinues to be lower than in
neighbouring countries as the
government and the OMCs
have been shielding house

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Opptargets
Govt: Why are
BJPleaders not
protesting now?

Express News Service
New Delhi, June7

THE OPPOSITION on Sunday
targeted the BJP-led Central
government over the domestic
LPG price hike, saying it reflects
the failure of its economic pol-
icies and asked if BJP leaders
would hit the streets in protest
like they did during the UPA
years. The BJP, meanwhile, de-
fended the increase in price,
pointing to global factors.
Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge said the cost of LPG
cylinders hadincreased by Rs 89
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Domestic LPG priceup

holds from spiralling interna-
tional prices amid the West Asia
crisis.

Thelatest LPG price hike fol-
lows increases in the price of
other fuels like petrol, diesel,
and compressed natural gas
(CNG) in recent weeks. The
OMC:s - Indian Oil, Bharat Pe-
troleum, and Hindustan Petro-
leum - are grappling with fi-
nancial strain as they have been
selling consumer fuels below
market price. Likein the case of
domestic LPG, the companies
continue to incur losses on the
sales of petrol and diesel, de-
spite the recent price hikes.

“The prices of petroleum
products in India are linked to
the corresponding pricesinthe
international market. The Gov-
ernment, however, continues to
modulate the effective price to
the consumer for domestic
LPG. Any household canbuy as
many cylindersasitneedsatRs
942. A PMUY (Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana) beneficiary will
additionally receive thedirect
benefit transfer of R§ 300 a cyl-

inder on the first four refills
each year (down from nine a
year)... and so pays an effective
Rs 642 on those refills; this sup-
portisunchanged. Evenanon-
PMUY household would pay
aboutRs 700 below the market-
linked cost of the cylinder,” the
Petroleum Ministry said.

There are over 33 crore
households with domestic LPG
connections, including 10.6
crore households that avai
under the PMUY, which pro-
vides an additional subsi
Rs300percylinder.

The international LPG price
benchmark, Saudi Conftract
Price (CP), has risen sharply
through the'West Asia crisis. It
has gone up+to $790 per tonne
in June from $542.50 in Febru-
ary; marking an increase of
about 46%.

has led to a surge in interna-
tional oil and fuel prices as the
waterway accounted for a fifth
ofglobal crude oil and liquefied
natural gas (LNG) flows.

mestic cooking cylinder is not.

external price over which theIn-
dian consumer has no control,”
the Petroleum Ministry said.
Under-recovery is the gap
between the international price
of LPG and the regulated retail
price in the country. It is ab-
sorbed by the OMCs and com-
pensated partly by the govern-

H|!I

Tl!e un!er-recovery now

absorbed on each domestic cyl-
inderisabout Rs700. The scale
ofthisis visible in the fully mar-
ket-priced commercial cylin-
der: the 19 kg cylinder used by
hotels and restaurants sells in
Delhiat Rs 3,113.50, about Rs 164
akg, after five increases during
the West Asia crisis. The do-
mestic household, by contrast,
pays about Rs 66 a kg after the
revision. Commercial gas
carries a higher rate of tax and
larger margins, so it sits above
the household’s cost-reflective
level; even so, the import-linked
cost of a domestic cylinder
works out to over Rs 1,600,” it
said.

According to the Ministry,
domestic LPG prices in India
are lower when compared to
neighbouring countries like
Pakistan (Rs 1,046 per cylinder),
Nepal (Rs 1,207), Bangladesh
(around Rs1,225), and Sri Lanka
(Rs 1,241). In the developed
world, LPG prices have shot up
even further - for instance,
aboutRs1,755in the US, around
Rs 1,765 in Australia, and about
Rs 2,411 in Canada - as per the
government.




Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday
congratulated Major Abhilasha Barak on being

conferred the UN Military Gender Advocate of
the Year Award and said the honour is a
recognition of her exemplary service and also of
India’s longstanding contribution to the United
Nations peacekeeping efforts. Major Barak,
currently serving with the United Nations
mission in Lebanon, has been honoured with the
award for her outreach efforts with women and
girls during her deployment in the West Asian
nation. She is also the first woman combat
helicopter pilot of the Indian Army. e




Testing times
GDP data reveal some strengths, but
they will come under strain

multaneously portray recent economic
strength and reveal some reasons for
worry. The provisional estimates of GDP growth
for 2025-26 have been pegged at 7.7%, which is
marginally higher than the 7.6% predicted by the
government in February. This suggests that
‘March, the first full month since the West Asia cri-
sis erupted, did not see enough of an impact to af-
fect the full year’s growth. That resilience will be
dented in the months ahead. The data also
showed that several key sectors of the economy,
such as manufacturing and several services sec-
tors, grew by double digits over and above a rela-
tively high base. These are all good signs for an
economy heading into severe supply-related
headwinds due to the war in Iran. Notably, both
Private Final Consumption Expenditure and
Gross Fixed Capital Formation — metrics of hou-
sehold consumption and government and priv-
ate sector investment activity, respectively —
grew faster in 2025-26 than they did in the pre-
vious year. The consumption growth is especially
welcome given that it had been ata tepid 5.8% for
the previous two years. It remains to be seen how
much of the investment growth was driven by the
private sector. Even if this-growth was driven by
government spending, it has positive knock-on
effects on the rest of the economy.

The weaknessin the agriculture sector, howev-
er, is something to worry about. The sector’s
growth slowed to 3% in 2025-26 from 4.2% in
2024-25, despite the 2025 monsoon having con-
cluded at 108% of its long period average (LPA).
Thisis dire news, given that the India Meteorolog-
ical Department has predicted that this year’s
monsoon will only be 90% of the LPA. That is not
counting the fertilizer supply constraints that will
really be felt in the months ahead. The data also
show the rising dominance of services in the eco-
nomy, with their share rising to 54.3% of total
gross value added (GVA) in 2025-26, up from
51.9% in 2022-23. The agriculture sector, which
continues to employ the largest share of the pop-
ulation by far, saw its share in GVA fall to below
20% from 22.1% in 2022-23. The manufacturing
sector’s share has remained largely unchanged,
another cause for concern. This suggests that In-
dia is not growing its value-added manufacturing
sector Tast enough. The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), government, and independent economists
are in agreement that 2026-27 will see growth
slowing significantly. The RBI predicted growth
will dip to 6.6%, and the Chief Economic Adviser
said that he saw no need to second-guess this esti-
mate. Last year’s tariff-related disruptions were a
test of India’s export resilience. This year’s ener-
gy supply disruptions will test the entire econo-
my as well as the government’s policy agility.

T he GDP growth data released on Friday si-




Not seeking mediation on

border dispute: Nepal FM

Kathmandus focus is on establishing claim on tri-

junction; new ‘political reality’ in Nepal under PM

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

athmandu is fo-
K cused on esta-
blishing Nepal’s

here on Sunday.

At a press conference at
the Embassy of Nepal, Mr.
Khanal said he represent-
ed a “completely new polit-

ical reality in Nepal” that

“We want to solve our
disputes through diplo-

Field trip: Nepal’s Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal visits the Embassy

of Nepalin New Delhi on Sunday. AN

matic processes. We just
want to see if we can access
some of the documents
that might be in libraries or
museums in the U.K. Our
position was not that we
were asking for media-
tion,” Mr. Khanal said,
elaborating on Mr. Shah’s
remarks that Nepal was in
contact with China and the

U.K on the Kalapani-Lipu-
lekh-Limpiyadhura dispute
with India.

Shah’s statement

“The problems that existed
when British India left the
region still persist, so we
believe Britain also has a
role to play in this matter,”
Mr. Shah had said in Ne-

ah not in favour of tying relations with India to ‘old baggage, says visiting Foreign Minister Khanal

pal’s Parliament, stirring
debates.

India’s Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs had issued a re-
buttal, reiterating that In-
dia and Nepal had
established a bilateral me-
chanism for discussing the
dispute, and there was no
scope for third-party
intervention.

As a new-generation
political entity, the Rastri-
ya Swatantra Party refuses
to “look at India through
the distorted, hypersensi-
tive lens of 20th century
geopolitics”, Mr. Khanal
said. “Instead, the RSP
wants to shift the entire vo-
cabulary of Nepal-India re-
lations away from geopolit-
ical friction and square it
firmly on development di-
plomacy,” he added.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



After a gap of a few years, the border issue bet-
ween the two sides began simmering again when

The Ministry of External Affairs announced
that the pilgrimage would be conducted “in coor-
dination with the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China” through the Lipulekh pass that is
claimed by Nepal, and the Nathu La pass in Sik-
kim. This announcement attracted a protest from
Nepal, which communicated its objection to both
India and China.

“We have expressed our position through an of-
ficial diplomatic note to both India and China. We
have clearly said to both countries that the land
[Kalapani-Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura] belongs to us.
That’s been our historical claim,” Mr. Khanal said
in response to questions.

He said his visit to India had restarted the track
of high-levél interaction from the two sides, and
more such visits would take place from Nepal’s
side soon with Finance Minister Swarnim ‘Wagle
expected to visit Delhi “very soon”.

Mr. Khanal had held a formal meeting with Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar during Satur-
day evening, when the two sides officially an-
nounced the operationalisation of peer-to-peer
(P2P) cross-border payment transactions under a
memorandum of understanding between Nepal
Clearing House Ltd..and the National Payments
Corporation of India, he said, which would enable
digital and financial connectivity between the two
sides.

The Nepal Prime Minister was focused on the
“domestic front” as he was keen to show “early re-
sults” because of the “strong mandate” that the
RSP had received in the May election, Mr. Khanal
said, refusing to provide a “timeline” for Mr.
Shah’s visit to India.

The RSP led by Mr. Shah came to power after
defeating the well-established, formerly dominant
political players, including the Nepali Congress
and the Maoist parties (Communist Party of Ne-
pal-Unified Marxist-Leninist, or CPN-UML, and
CPN-Maoist Centre).

Mr. Shah’s rise to prime ministership took
place against the backdrop of the “Gen Z upris-
ing” in Nepal that overthrew the government of
K.P. Sharma Oli after Mr. Oli launched a crack-
down on Nepal’s digital ecosystem in the first
week of September 2025.

“Our rise is driven by an extraordinary and his-
toric mandate from our citizens, centred on un-
compromising good governance, strict meritocra-
cy, and direct accountability. Because we are a
new generation of leadership, we possess a un-
ique asset — we are absolutely unencumbered by
the past,” Mr. Khanal said.




India, Indonesia review bilateral ties

as Jaishankar meets his counterpart

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s expected
visit to Indonesia, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar and his Indonesian
counterpart Sugiono held
the 8" India-Indonesia

Joint Commission meeting
here on Sunday.

In a press statement, the
External Affairs Ministry
said the two Ministers co-
vered the “full spectrum”
review of bilateral relations

“The two _sides ex-
changed views on regional

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with Indonesian Foreign
Minister Sugiono in New Delhi on Sunday. AnI

and global developments
of mutual interest and reaf-
firmed their commitment
to closer cooperation and

coordination in regional
and multilateral fora,” said
the Ministry. Following the
meeting, Mr. Jaishankar

said the talks were
“substantive”.

The Joint Commission
meeting was held after a
gap of four years, Mr. Jaish-
ankar said in his opening
remarks, informing that
during the past four years
the two sides made “good
progress” in bilateral ties.

The visit will be a reci-
procal one by the Indian
side as Indonesian Presi-
dent Prabowo Subianto
had come to New Delhi in
January 2025, when he was
the chief guest at the Repu-
blic Day celebrations here.



WASHINGTON

The Pentagon has raised its counter-intelligence threat level for
Israel to its highest level, U.S. media reported on Saturday. The

move came after concerns that Israel had been attempting to spy

on top U.S. officials to get information on “Trump administration’s
internal deliberations on the conflicts in West Asia”. AFP




TAIPEI

Taiwan Coast Guard says its vessels

are in a ‘stand-oft” with China ships
N -

’ AFP

Taiwan’s %ﬁ Guard said that its vessels were in a “stand-off” with
Chinese ships involved in an operation in waters southeast of the
island d d@mocracy. The coast guard said that it “strongly condemns
China’s use of Japan-Philippines negotiations as a pretext to
conceal its attempts to create the illusion of ‘jurisdiction’. AFP




