THE CENTRALBANK ALSO RAISED INFLATION PROJECTION FORFY27TO 5.1%, FROM 4.6% EARLIER

RBItrimsFY27 growth forecastt0.6.6%

‘Average crude oil prices in F27 may

be substantially higher than the

$85/barrel the RBI had assumed’

George Mathew, Akash
Mandal & Siddharth Upasani
Mumbai/New Delhi, June 5

THE RESERVE Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday cut its GDP
(gross domestic product)
growth forecast for the current
financial yeart0 6.6% from 6.9%,
and raisi 1] ec-

tion to 5.1% from 4.6%, caution-
ing

that clevated €neigy prices
and global su constraints
spillovers”

on economic activity.

nd while domestic de-
mand remains resilient, “there
are energy incipient signs of
moderation in some sectors”,
Governor Sanjay Malhotrasaid.

Headded that thereareindi-

cations that average crude oil
rices in 2026-27 woul b
stantially higher” than the $85
1 barrel the central bank had
e TS TorCE AP

As per the new forecast,
growth is seen at 6.6% in April-
June 2026, 6.3% in July-Sep-
tember 2026, 6.5% in October-
December 2026, and 6.8% in
January-March 2027.

Back in April, the central
bank expected the country’s
GDP to increase by 6.8%, 6.7%,
7%, and 7.2% in the four quarters
0f 2026-27.

Meanwhile, the quarterly
average inflation forecasts, as
measured by the Consumer
Price Index (CPI), have been re-
vised from 4%, 4.4%, 5.2%, and
4.7%104.2% in April-June 2026,
5.1% in July-September2026,
59% in October-December
2026, and 54% inJanuary=
March 2027, /Fhe RBT'is man-
dated totargeta CPlinflation of

4% in the medium-term in a
range of 2-6%. The new fore-
casts show
inflation reaching the upper
bound of the RBI's target range
towards the end of 2026, with
Malhotra saying the impact of
the energy price shock is seen
waning thereafter.

The core inflation forecast
for the current year has also
been
increased to 4.7% from 4.4%.
Coreinflationisameasureofin-
flation that does not include
food and fuel items, whose
pricescanbevolatile. Assuch, it
isseenasan indicator of under-
lyingdemand in the economy.

Therevised macroeconomic
forecasts of the RBI were
announced by Malhotra while
detailing the Monetary Policy
Committee’s(MPC) interestrate
decision. The governor said that
the global m&
{eriorated since the Jast policy

“Theadverseimplications of
the extended disruptionuin
supply chains and/elevated
energy prices arereflected inthe
moderation of growth and in-
crease in inflation projections
from the April policy,” he said.

Prices of severalinputs such
as TREREITPC ARG

TawW matenals, chemicals, base
me! 1, and plastic prod-

TCTS, among others, havein-
creaSE&™ These could exert up-
wardpressureon CPlinflationin
thecol THONUNS & TS

on higher input costs,” he said.
Generalisation of inflation
through second-round effects
on expectations and wages is a

-

-

The RBIis mandated o target a CP inflation of 4% the medlum-

termin a rangeof 2-6%. geuTers

distinctpossibility,warrantinga
closevigil. “Theoutlook alsore-
mains clouded due to the sub-
normal south-west monsoon
foreeastand El Nifio risks. Elev-
ated energy prices coupled with
globalsupply constraints are
having adverse spillovers on
economic activity,” he said.
Global economic outlook
remainsclouded by the continu-
inggeopoliticalimpasse in West
Asia, as sharply escalating
energy prices and global supply
chain disruptions continue to
hinder economic activity.
Faced with difficult trade-

offs, monet ATy poricy has turned
T e
The rupee, which hag fallen
over 5%since March 2026 when
{Tie West Asia conflict starte

the West Asia conflict started,
ined 85 paise at 94.94 a;
the i following

the latest RBI steps to boost in-

flows and the government move

holding tax. Malhotra said the

‘Continue to CUrD exces-
sive volatility and prevent dis-
orderly movements in the for-
eign exchange market, while
emphasising thatits objective is
not to resist market-driven ad-
justments.

The Governor’s statement
comes after the rupee nearly
touched the 97 marklast month,
while the central bank’s foreign
EXChange reserves decTmea by

near! F 11110N as It inter-
venedint! ecu.rrencyma.rkettc
B R Ty e

erupee.

Reiterating that the RBI's
exchange rate policy remains
unchanged, Malhotra said the
centralbankdoes not targetany
specific level or band for the
rupee and allowsthe currency’s
value to be determined by mar-

* PRICE PRESSURES

THE CORE inflationforecast
for the currentyear hasbeen
Teased (0 4./ o 1om 4.4%.
ore | I of

inflation thatdoes not include

and fuel items, whose prices
Canbevolatilelt s seenas an
indicatorof underlying demand

inthe economy

PRICES OF several inputs such
as commercial LPG, industrial
raw materials, chemicals, base
metals, rubber, and plastic
products, among others, have
increased. These could exert
upward pressure on CPl inflation
inthe coming months as firms
pass on higher input costs

GENERALISATION OF inflation
through second-round effects
onexpectations and wagesisa
distinct possibility, warranting
aclose vigil

ket forces. However, he noted
that exchange rate movements
can at times be influenced by
speculative pressures and
heightened uncertainty, leading
to volatility that is not in line
with underlying economic fun-
damentals.

“Whileour foreign exc%e
reserves provide astro: er
TS weTve
a DIoa d

et entstore-
spond effectlvelx as may e
required, otrasaid.

“In this regard, we remain
vigilantand arefully prepared to
dowhatever it takes to preserve
orderly market conditions.” As

on May 29, 2026, India’s forei
EEWI

Sosa.3billion.adequareintems
of the standard metrics of re-
serve adequacy including im-
port coverof about 11 months.

India can

returnto 7%

growth pathin

FY28, says CEA

New Delhi: Macro stability and
supply measures can bringback
India on a 7% growth
trajectory in FY28, Chief Econ-
omic Adviser (CEA) V Anantha
Nageswaran said on Friday,
asserting that the growth is
contingent on improvement in
external conditions.

“We have no reason to sec-
ond-guessthem (RBI forecast) at
this point, because there are
both possibilities on the upside
and on the downside with re-
spect to the numbers that they
have presented,” he said here.

“So, even if the growth were
toslip below 7% as the RBI fore-
cast suggests...macro stability
measures and supply assur-
anceswillbringusbacktoa7 %
plus growth track in FY28 or as
soon as external conditions im-
prove,” he added.

He further said itis a hope
based on the assumption that
the pre-February 28 condition is
restored before FY28.

“Now, if these conditions
continue, then we will revisit the
estimate for the next financial
year,” he added. Talking about
nominal GDP, he said, it isa fair
estimate that it will overshoot
the 10.1% estimated in the
Budget 2027, given therising in-
flation. “The good news is that
the nominal GDP growth will be
much higher than the number
which the budget estimates
used, which is 10.1% for the cur-
rent financial year,” he said. On
the overall trade deficit, he said
itwidened inFY26,and asimilar
trend with potentially wider
deficitsis possible in FY27. PTI
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GDP growth estimated

at 7.7% in 2025-26: govt.

Provisional estimates are slightly higher than the 76% growth projected in February; growth in Q4

stands at 7.8%; PM Modi says the figures show the success of reforms and the hard work of Indians

T.C.A. Sharad R van
NEW DELHI
he growth in India’s
T gross domestic pro-
duct (GDP) has

been estimated at 7.7% in
2025-26, according to data
released by the govern-
ment on Friday, compared
with 7.1% in the previous fi-
nancial year of 2024-25.
GDP growth in the fourth
quarter of 2025-26 stood at
7.8%.

According to the datare-
leased by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation, the provi-
sional estimates of GDP
growth in 202526 are
slightly higher. than the
7.6% growth estimated in
February 2026.

The data comes at a
time when Reserve Bank of
India“(RBI) Governor San-
Jay .Malhotra, while an-

Stronger estimate

India’s GDP is estimated to grow by 7.7% in2025-26, slightly
faster than the 7.6% estimated inFébruary 2026. In the chart
below, the bars show annual GDP estimates (in ¥ lakh crore) and
the circles indicate growth ratésat constant prices (in %).

M Annual GDP estimates,
@ GDP growth rates

FY23 FY24 FY25 FY26

Figures for FY25 and FY26 are
First Revised Estimate (FRE) and
Provisional Estimate (PE)respectively.

nouncing the Monetary
Policy Committee’s deci-
sions, said that GDP

growth for 2026-

pected to slow to 6.6%.

In the press conference
on the GDP data, Chief
Economic Advisor V. Anan-
tha Nageswaran said that

the RBI's assessment on
growth and inflation
“seems fair estimates” and
that he didn’t see the need
to second-guess them.
“GDP growth rate of
7.7% in FY 2025-26 and
7.8% in Q4 of FY 2025-26
reflect the inherent

strength of our economy,
the success of reforms and
the hard work of 140 crore
Indians,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on X
following the data release.
“We shall leave no stone
unturned to further ‘Ease
of Living, ‘Ease of Doing
Business” and increase op-
portunities for our youth.”

Finance Minister Nirma-
la Sitharaman, on X, em-
phasised that manufactur-
ing, trade, repair, hotels,
transport, communication
& services related to broad-
casting, storage and finan-
cial, real estate and profes-
sional services sectors hit
double-digit growth at
both constant and current
prices in 2025-26.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

NO LTCG TAXON FIIS
» PAGE 15



GDP growth estimated
at 7.7% in 2025-26: data

Earlier this year, the government also updated the
base year of the GDP data to 2022-23 and im-
proved its methodology.

The data shows that the manufacturing sector
is estimated to have grown at 10.7% in 2025-26 as
compared to 9.3% in the first revised estimates for
2024-25. However, in Q4 of 2025-26, the sector
grew at 7.3%, as opposed to 11.8% in the same
quarter of the previous year. The “trade, repair,
hotels, transport, communication & services relat-
ed to broadcasting and storage” sector similarly
saw its growth estimate quicken to 11% in 2025-26
from 6.6% in 2024-25. In Q4, the sector accelerat-
ed to 12.4% from 6.3% in Q4 of 2024-25. The agri-
culture sector, however, is expected to see growth
slowing to 3% in 2025-26 from 4.2% in the pre-
vious. year, with growth in Q4 slowing to 3.6%
from 3.8% in the fourth quarter of 2024-25.

The data also shows that the growth of private
final consumption expenditure is estimated to
have quickened to 7.7% in 2025-26 from 5.8% in
the previous year. Asset creation and investment,
in the form of gross fixed capital formation, is also
estimated to have grown 8.2% in 2025-26 from
6.4% in 2024-25.




Flls HOLD Rs 3.75 LAKH CRORE, OR 3.34%, OF Rs 112 LAKH CRORE GOVT DEBT

To draw funds, prop rupee,
Govtscraps FII capital gains,

withholding tax onbonds

Re under pressure, BoP deficit likely to

be around $50-60 bn, move expected

toresultin good foreign fund inflows

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, June 5

AMID PRESSURE to attract for-
eign fundsand also stabilise the
rupee, the Centre on Friday
scrapped the capital gains tax,

ong-termandshort-term,
on mvestment by Foreign Insti-
tutional Investors (FIIs) in gov-
€TTIIMent bonds as well as the
withholding tax they must pay
on their interest income from
tTieSe debt instruments. At
present, FIIs pay 12.5% tax on
long-term capital gains, 30% on

sfort-term caglta[ gains, and

around 20% withholding taxon

interest income.

The decision, taken‘after at
least two months of internaldis-
cussions, is expectedto bring
tens of billions of dollars in for-
eign fund intogovernment debt
over the‘coming years, and
bridgetosome extent theloom-
ing balance of payments (BoP)
deficit thateéconomists estimate
could even touch $60 billion in
2026-27.

In an ordinance promul-
gafed to amend the Income
Tax Act, 2025, after President
T »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

* Foreigninvestmentin
debtpositive, but falling

® Equity @ Debt

18,306

-18,909
' -28,202
2024 2025 2026

NOTESFPIINVESTMENT IN DEBT INCLUDES
GENERAL, VOLUNTARY RETENTION, AND
FULLY ACCESSIBLE ROUTES; SOURCE: NSDL

(in$ ma)

EXPLAINED

Addressing concerns

Toassuage globalinvestors,
thegovernmentand the RBI
have inunison announceda
stringofdecisions to attract
foreign money. In thelast
couple of years, heavy pull-
out by FPIs from equities and
poor net FDIinflows have ex-
erted pressure on the rupee.

FY26 growth estimat

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, June 5

.8% from 8% in October-De-
cember 2025 — revised up-
wards from 7.8% — despite the
West Asia war overlapping with
the final month.

Marginal revisions were
also made to the GDP growth
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

e Implementa-
tion (MoSPI) said on Friday.

RBI eases norms for
PSUs, banks to
foreign fundi

George Mathew
Mumbai, June 5

S, The move complements
the government’s decision to
»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra
in Mumbai, Friday. e



FII capital gains, withholding tax

Drou%adi Murmu gave her as-
sent, the government said the
changes will come into effect
from April 1, 2026. FII invest-
ment in government bonds
stands at Rs 3.75 lakh crore, or
JUst 3.34% of the available
‘amount of Rs 112.42 [akh crore,
under the so-called General
Route and Fully Accessible
Route (FAR). These are the two
ways in which foreign investors
investinIndian governmentse-
curites.

According to Axis Bank
economists, notaxon FIl invest-
mentingovernmentdebt could
lead to $45-50 billion inflows
over two years.

ABoPdeficit exerts pressure
on the rupee to weaken. While
the rupee has gai

he rupee has gained some
ground since nearly breachi
€ 9/-per-dollar mark last

month, it is down 5% since the
war begaiton February 27 and
.3% 1n the last
one year. After closing at 95.79
perdollaron Thursday, it ended
sharply higher at 94.94 on Fri-
day. Meanwhile, yields on gov-
ernment bonds declined.
The tax exemption.on “any
interest on Government secur-

ity,and anycapitalgainsarising

from the sale, exchange or
transfer of such Government se-
curity” applies to FIIs as well as
the Bank for International
Settlements. The BISisanorgan-
isation of central banks from
around the world. Itis yet to in-
vestin India.

Until now, while foreign in-
vestors had to pay a long-term

and bonds thatthey

ad to pay awithhold-
ing tax - akin to a tax deducted
at source - on interest income
from their holding of bonds.
Non-residents paid a withholds
of about 20% ontheir in-
terestincome fromgovernment
Tds — one of the e
world - after a concessional rate
of 5% ended in 2023/The tax on
SITort-term capital gains was
30%.

Investors from countries
withwhich India hasdouble tax-
atipn avoidance agreements pay
lower rates. Meanwhile, inves-
tors who don’t have an Indian
taxresidencyareata furtherdis-
advantage because the with-
holding tax must be paid on the
grossamount and lossescan'tbe

set off against past gains.

The Indian Express had re-
ported on May 15 the govern-
ment and the Reserve Bank of
Indiawere considering multiple
measures to attract foreigniin-
vestment inflows, including a
cut in the withholding tax rate
on governmentbeonds, if not
completely eliminating it.

Timingwithtaxelimination,
the RBItoosaid Friday it was “ex-
panding the universe” of gov-
erpment securities that fall in
the so=called Fully Accessible
Route(FAR) to include all new
issuances of 15-, 30- and 40-year
bonds.

“In addition, limits pertain-
ing to short-term investment,
concentration and individual se-
curities on FPI investment
under the General Route are
being removed. These measures
along with the tax benefits pro-
vided by the government this
morningshould helpattract for-
eign capital forgovernment bor-
rowing,” Governor Sanjay Mal-
hotra said while announcing a
raft of other measures to boost
foreigninflowsintothecountry.
While he did not specify how
much foreign money could
come into India because of the
steps that have been taken, he

e = mm—n w ————

amountwoulddo so:

“The’combined impact of
these could help bridge the $40-
50 billiongap in the Balance of
Payments that we had estimated
for EY27. We see an appreciation
biaslikely for the rupee over the
coming months as the actual
flows on account of these
measuresstarttricklingin,” Sak-
shi Gupta, Chief Economist at
HDFC Bank, said.

Experts have long warned
stacle to stronger foreign in-
mm%,
former Whole Time Member at
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India, saying last
month the tax is the source of a
lot of “friction”. “Iam not saying
that if you solve this tomorrow,
money will come in. But this is
definitely a barrier for money to
come into the country,” he had
said.

As such, the removal of the

two taxes offIndian government
bonds could boost inflows at a
tiMeWhen Foreign Portfolio In-
VESTors (FPTS) have pulled out

$28 billion from Indian stock
markets so far in 2026.

“¢The whole world is fixated
on foreign portfolio flows into
equities, but FPIdebtinflows are
not insignificant,” DSP Mutual
Fund said on Thursday.




MPC retains repo rate,

lowers growth forecast

Repo rate unchanged at 5.25%; real GDP growth projected at 6.6%, down by 0.

% from the earlier

projection of 6.9% for FY27; CPI inflation projected to be at 5.1% 50 bps more thm the earlier one

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

he Monetary Policy
TCommittee (MPC)

of the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Friday
voted unanimously to keep
the policy repo rate under
the liquidity adjustment fa-
cility (LAF) unchanged at
5.25%. Consequently, the
standing deposit facility
(SDF) rate remains at 5%
and the marginal standing
facility (MSF) rate and the
bank rate at 5.50%.

The MPC also decided
to continue with its neutral
stance.

“The committee noted
that the global environ-
ment has deteriorated
since the last policy meet-
ing with the conflict linger-
ing amidst a fragile truce.
The adverse implications
of the extended disruption
in supply chains and ele-
vated energy prices are re-
flected in the moderation
of growth and increase in
inflation projections from
the April policy,” RBI Go-
vernor Sanjay Malhotra
said in a statement.

Stating that CPI inflation
remained below the target
despite global shock as the
pass through to domestic
prices had been limited, he
said baseline projections
pointed towards headline
inflation firming up to-
wards the upper tolerance
level in Q3 2026-27 and the
impact of the supply shock
would wane Q4 onwards.

“The underlying infla-
tion pressures continue to
remain benign at this junc-
ture. However, generalisa-
tion of inflation through se-
cond-round effects on
expectations and wages is
a distinct possibility, war-
ranting a close vigil. The
outlook also remains
clouded due to the sub-
normal south-west mon-
soon forecast and El Nifio
risks,” Mr. Malhotra said.

Gloomy outlook

Elevated energy prices coupled with global

supply constraints are having adverse
spillovers on economic activity, says MPC

= Domestic demand remains resilient,
manufacturing and services sectors

activity continue to expand

= Incipient signs of moderation in some
sectors as suggested by high frequency

indicators

= Considerable risks to baseline
assessment of inflation and growth due to
the uncertainty about the duration and

intensity of West Asia conflict

= Food outlook uncertain on account of sub-
normal south-west monsoon forecast and El Nifio .

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

To attract foreign capital
the RBI on Friday

e RBI said it was
expanding the universe of

-year tenor G-secs.
Addmonally, limits

eral Route are being
removed. “These

ernment borrowing,”
the RBI Governor said.

The RBI has also
decided to increase the
limits for investment by
NRIs and OClIs in equity
instruments traded on the
stock market without SEBI
registration.

As for growth, the MPC
noted that elevated energy
prices coupled with global
supply constraints are hav-
ing adverse spillovers on
economic activity.

“While domestic de-
mand remains resilient
and manufacturing and
services sectors activity
continue to expand, there
are incipient signs of mod-
eration in some sectors as
suggested by high frequen-
cy indicators,” he stated.

He said the MPC was of
the opinion that there were
considerable risks to the
baseline assessment of in-
flation and growth due to
the uncertainty about the
duration and intensity of
the conflict, magnitude of
its spillover effects, and the

pace of restoration of sup-
ply chains. “Additionally,
the food outlook remains
uncertain on account of
the sub-normal south-west
monsoon forecast and El
Nifo. Although risks of
higher inflation have am-
plified, the MPC felt it
would be prudent to wait
for greater clarity to
emerge,” he said.

Stating that overall, the
economic situation had
broadly exhibited resi-
lience and withstood the
conflict spillovers, he said
the impact of cost pressure
was becoming visible.

“The rise in prices of
energy and other inputs,
coupled with supply dis-
ruptions, is likely to weigh
on economic activity.

While import diversifica-
tion in affected commodi-
ties is likely to improve
supply, it would come at a
higher cost,” he said.

“The full impact, ho-
wever, will depend on the
duration of the conflict,
time taken for normalisa-
tion of supply chains and
the burden-sharing ap-
proach among the stake-
holders,” he added.

Real GDP growth for
2026-27 is projected at
6.6% down from earlier

projection of 6.9% with Q1

at 6.6%; o; Q3 at
6.5%; and Q4 at 6.8%.

CPI inflation for 2026-27
is projected to be at 5.1%
which is 50 basis points
more than the earlier
projection.



Great Nicobar project to benefit Adani, not defence: Rahul

NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition
in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
on Friday alleged that the
BJP’s claim that the Great
Nicobar Island project is a
Strategic one 1s a “lie”,
aimed at_helping 1ndus-
trialist Gautam Adani.

n World Environment
Day, Mr. Gandhi launched
an online petition, inviting
citizens to_join_the cam-
paign which read: “We
choose green over greed.”
“Releasing a T6-inare vi-
deo based on his visit to
the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands in April, Mr. Gand-
hi alleged that the Centre’s
proposed mega-develop-
ment project in Great Nico-

bar would lead to large-
scale ecological destruc-
tion and displacement of
local communities while
primarily serving private
commercial interests. The
project involves building a
transshipment hub, an air-
port and a tourist town-
ship. “The Modi govern-
ment tells you the Great
Nicobar project is about
defence. It is not,” Mr.
Gandhi said in the video,
titled “This is what Modi
doesn’t want you to see’.
wmm
ic considerations wi a-
Tamouit, the governae governmen:
should expan INS_Baaz,
€ naval air station locat-
icobar Islands,
()
would fully support.

ed on the

In deep waters: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi scuba dives during
a visittothe Andaman and Nicobar Islands on Friday. @INCINDIA

“The Navy has been ask-
ing for expansion for five
years, If you want to make
a military argument, ex-
pand INS Baaz. There is no
need to destroy rainforests
for that,” he said.

“INS Baaz is also on the
;?S’&m €_The_point_is.that
W_M;Ada-
ni ese crimi
ing behind the Na
ﬁrmmm#

land. They are saying they

want to build a transship-
ment port, but it is a non-
starter as they are already
building a port in Kerala,
which is on the mainland
so that is the first lie.”

‘Ecology under threat’
Alleging the project was in-
tended to facilitate large-

scale commercial develop-
ﬁmin_r_P g hotels and
casinos, he said more than
T5 Crore_trees. ancient

were under threat. And the
size of the area being
talked about is four times
that of New Delhi.

Inapost on X, Mr. Gand-
hi said he had visited Indi-
ra Point, interacted with
settlers and tribal com-
munities, and witnessed

the island’s ecological rich-
ness first hand. He alleged
that tribal communities
were being deprived of
their land in violation of
the Forest Rights Act and
that settlers were not re-
ceiving fair compensation.

“What kind of India do
you want to inherit? One
where rainforests have
been bulldozed for casi-
nos, coral reefs erased
from maps, tribal com-
munities pushed off land,
and the air we breathe
turned into poison? Or one
where India’s heritage is
protected, tribal communi-
ties are safe, and progress
works with nature not
against it,” he asked, urg-
ing youngsters to sign his
online petition.



Three villagers killed, houses torched

in Manipur; CM condemns attack

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Unidentified gunmen
killed three Kuki villagers,
including a woman, and
torched seven houses in
Kangpokpi district of Mani-
pur around 4 a.m. on
Friday.

The Kuki Inpi Manipur
(KIM), the apex body of the
Kuki community in Mani-
pur, accused members of
the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim (NSCN)
and its “proxy”, the Kam-
son faction of the Zelian-
grong United Front. The
NSCN is also referred to as
the Isak-Muivah faction of
the National Socialist
Council of Nagaland. The
Naga groups have not yet
reacted to the allegation.

“This reprehensible act
of violence has resulted in
the tragic killing of three

Security personnél stand guard in Imphal. PTI (IMAGE USED FOR
REPRESENTATION PURPOSE)

innocent civilians — Letk-
hongam Haokip, his wife
Tinmary Haokip, and Jang-
minlal Haokip — while se-
ven houses were reduced
to ashes and substantial
damage was inflicted upon
civilian properties,” the
KIM stated in a statement
condemning the attack.
“The deliberate killing

of innocent persons and
the destruction of homes
and livelihoods constitute
a serious violation of hu-
man dignity and funda-
mental human rights. The
deliberate targeting of civi-
lians and the destruction
of homes can never be jus-
tified under any circum-
stances,” it said.

Condemning the attack,
the Kuki-Zo Council said
that the continued atroci-
ties against the Kuki-Zo pe-
ople have reaffirmed the
legitimacy of the demand
for a separate
administration.

Manipur Chief Minister
Yumnam Khemchand
Singh also condemned the
“brutal” and “cowardly”
attack that resulted in the
killing of three civilians. He
also instructed the authori-
ties to enhance security in
vulnerable areas.

Friday’s attack came
less than 24 hours after the
All Naga Students’ Associa-
tion, Manipur, launched a
march from Ukhrul to a vil-
lage in Kangpokpi district
to meet the families of six
Naga men who have been
missing since three church
leaders were killed on May
13.




Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit to

be next Vice-Chief of Air Staft

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Air Marshal Ashutosh Dix-
it, a distinguished fighter
pilot and test pilot, has
been appointed the next
Vice-Chief of the Air Staff
(VCAS) and will assume of-
fice on July 1. He succeeds
Air  Marshal Nagesh
Kapoor.

Currently serving as the
Chietf of Integrated De-

fence Staff (CISC), Air Mar-
shal Dixit has played a pi-
votal role in enhancing
jointness among the
armed forces and advanc-
ing efforts towardsthe
creation of - integrated
theatre commands.

His tenure has focused
on improving coordination
and ‘operational synergy
between the Army, Navy
and Air Force.

An accomplished officer
with extensive operational

— |

AirMarshal Ashutosh Dixit

and leadership expe-
rience, Air Marshal Dixit
has also been closely asso-
ciated with the Indian Air
Force’s modernisation
drive.

During various assign-
ments at the Air headquar-
ters, he contributed signifi-
cantly to the promotion of
indigenous fighter aircraft
programmes and capabili-
ty enhancement initiatives.

Commissioned into the
fighter stream of the Indian
Air Force on December 6,
1986, Air Marshal Dixit is
an alumnus of the National
Defence Academy, Khadak-
wasla, the Defence Servic-
es Staff College, Bangla-
desh, and the National

Defence College, New
Delhi.
Flying instructor

A qualified flying instruc-
tor and an experimental
test pilot, he has accumu-
lated more than 3,300 fly-
ing hours on over 20 types
of aircraft, including the
Mirage-2000, MiG-21 and
Jaguar fighter jets.

During his distinguished
career, he commanded a
premier fighter training
base under the Southern
Air Command, which
earned recognition as the
best base in the command
during his tenure.

S



Smart border project

to have 4-layer security

mechanism, says Shah

Syed Sajjad Ali
AGARTALA

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday said the go-
vernment’s proposed tech-
nology-driven smart bor-
der project will have a

four-layer security me-
chanism to _effectively
manage the country’s

borders.

Addressing Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) person-
nel at the Lankamura bor-
der outpost in Tripura, Mr.
Shah said the government
was creating a foolproof se-

curity grid along India’s

borders. He interacted
with BSF personnel at the
site where BSF Assistant

TCommandant Jeevan Ku-
mar Sinha. was killed in
April 2005, leading to a
prolonged exchange of
gunfire between the BSF
and the Bangladeshi para-
military forces.

The Home Minister un-
derlined the need to pre-
vent human trafhicking,
cross-border smuggling of
illegal arms, fake currency
and narcotics. “To make
India a ‘viksit (developed)’
nation by 2047, we have to
stop the entry of fake
notés, human trafficking
and drug smuggling from
across the borders,” he
said.

Home Minister Amit Shah
addressing BSF personnel in
Tripura on Friday. ANI

Mr. Shah cautioned
against infiltration and de-
mographic changes in
Tripura, West Bengal and
Bihar. He also announced
plans for a smart border
along the borders manned
by the BSF and the Sashas-
tra Seema Bal.

“Smart borders will be
introduced soon with a
new security grid to in-
clude cutting-edge tech, lo-
cal administration and bor-
der sentinels. The concept
of smart border will be im-
plemented in seven to
eight places in the country
as a pilot project,” he said.

Mr. Shah arrived in
Agartala on Thursday after
chairing the plenary ses-
sion of the North Eastern
Council in Shillong.

(With inputs from PTI)



CJPfounder
Dipke landsin

Delhitoday,
police prepare
for protest

Mahender Singh Manral

& Jatin Anand
New Delhi, June 5

DELHI POLICE has issued a
series of instructions tO1ts per-
sonnel for the planned protest
by supporters of the online sa-
tirical platform ‘Cockroach
Janta Party (CJP) at Jantar
Mantar enrSaturday.

The2,000-odd personnel
who'will be deployed in the
Neéw Delhi district have been di-
rected to avoid confrontation
with the protestersand totryto
keep them calm through per-
suasion, sources said.

The district will be divided
into 12 zones, each of which will
be headed bya DCP-rankofficer.

Police will step up deploy-
mentoutsidethe homesof VIPs
including Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Home Minister
AmitShah, and Education Min-
ister Dharmendra Pradhan,

»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2




Dipke

who has been targeted by the
protesters.

Abhijeet Dipke, who started
the ‘Cockroach Janta Party’ In-
stagram and X handles that be-
came a phenomenon within
days of their launch last month,
is expected to arrive in Delhi
from the United States on Satur-
day morning.

On Friday evening, spokes-
persons for the “youth pressure
group” gaveacall for a protest at
Jantar Mantar to demand the
resignationof Pradhan. “6June,
9 am...Get ready to swarm the
streets of Delhi with peaceful
and loving dissent”, they posted
onX.

The Indian Express has
learnt that police haveissued an
internal communication to all
district and unit DCPs, alerting
themofpossible heavy mobilisa-
tion, traffic disruption and law-
and-order issues in parts of the
capital on Saturday.

Until Friday night, the CJP
had not officially sought per-
mission from the police to hold
the protest at Jantar Mantar.

“There is a possibilitythat
they will seek permission’on Sat-
urday moming, and it has been
decided so farto give them per-
mission aftertaking a proper
undertaking. All districts, es-
pecially\North, Central, South-
easty~Southwest, have been
asked to provide smooth facili-
tation to all students who are
coming to join the protest,” a
source said.

Accordingtothe CJP, Dipke,
who has been in Boston, is ex-
pected to land in Delhi at 8 am,
and travel from the airport to
Parliament Street police station
to seek permission for the pro-

“On my way to India...Leav-
ing my fate in the hands of the
Constitution. #JaiBhim,” Dipke
posted on X on Friday morning.

In the evening, spokesper-
sons for the group Saurav Das
and Ashutosh Ranka issued a list

1’ney askeda parucipants to
carry the Tricolour and a book,
record the proceedings of the
protest, and report miscreantsto
the police. They were told to
offer flowers to police personnel,
and to notengage with “trollsor
provocateurs”.

“Tomorrow, we reset the
education system of this
country...make sure that our
voices can’t be ignored any-
more...we reclaim this democ-
racy and this beautiful nation of
ours,” Ranka said.

Das invited people “of all
political shades” tojointhe CJP’s
protest. “We appeal toyou all to
please keep this peaceful...
Please do not gather at the air-
port... Please meet us directly at
the Parliament Street police sta-
tion,” he said.

Ranka issued “a last appeal”
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi asking him to remaove Edu-
cation Minister Pradhan, “Your
education minister i§ incompe-
tent, because of himour educa-
tionsystem hasbeen destroyed...
We want-t0 appeal to you di-
rectly: Modiji, please sack Dhar-
mendra Pradhan ji and restore
our faith in democracy,” he said.

The Minister hasbeenunder
fire for a series of recent contro-
versies, includingthe leak of the
NEET-UG question paper and
the chaos and confusion over
the OSM system used in CBSE’s
Class 12 exam.

The Intelligence Unit of the
Delhi Police expects some
people from outside Delhito par-
ticipate in the protest. According
to sources, police believe there
could be student groups from
Punjab, membersof variousstu-
dent organisations, and leaders
and workers of political parties
amongthe protesters. “Informa-
tion has been received that AAP
workers are mobilising support
on the ground, while student
groups are encouraging partici-
pation,” a source said.

According to this source,
“The expected participants in
the protest could include stu-
dents, competitive exam aspir-
ants, teachers, coaching centre
affiliates and issue-based
groups. Labour-linked organisa-
tions could also be present.”

Meanwhile on Friday, the
Delhi HC refused an urgent
hearing toa petition filed by the
Delhi-based trust Save India
Foundation which sought re-

strictionsonthe gathering by the
CJP. The petition, which was



Nepal Foreign Minister Shisir

KKhanal arrives in Delhi, meets

National Security Adviser

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In a sign of Kathmandu’s
deepening security dia-
logue with India, Nepal Fo-
reign Minister Shisir Kha-
nal met National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval on
Friday.

Mr. Khanal is the first
Minister from Prime Minis-
ter Balen Shah’s Cabinet to
visit India at an official le-
vel, since Nepal’s new go-
vernment was elected in
March to replace-the inte-
rim administration- that
had taken charge after the
September. 2025 Gen-Z
uprising _against former
Prime Minister K P.Shar-
ma Oli’s government.
~“With Nepal, we have an
expansive agenda, from
development cooperation
to people-to-people ties to

Shisir Khanal

trade and investment. All
these ties will be discussed
when the two Foreign Mi-
nisters meet. But on our
side, we are keen to further
strengthen this multifacet-
ed partnership that we
have with Nepal,” said Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal, announcing Mr. Kha-
nal’s arrival at an official
briefing.

Earlier, Nepal’s Foreign

Affairs Ministry had said
that Mr. Khanal’s visit to In-
dia between June 5 and 7

Khanal had met External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar in Mauritius between
April 10 and 12 on the side-
lines of the Indian Ocean
Conference.

The last Nepali Foreign
Minister to visit India was
Arzu Rana Deuba, who vi-
sited Delhi in August 2024
and then again in Decem-
ber that year to participate
in a think tank event. The
downfall of the Oli govern-
ment had paused high-le-
vel diplomatic engage-
ments while Nepal was
governed by the interim
arrangement.



‘It’'s not your job to interfere in our

country, Lebanon leader tells Iran

Tehran insists the fighting in Lebanon and the war in the Gulf are linked; Aoun urges Hezbollah to pursue diplomacy with

Israel, stating that negotiation and dialogue are the only ways to resolve the conflict; six killed as Israel hits south Lebanon

Agence France-Presse
BEIRUT

ebanese President
L IoseEE Eoun urged
ran not to interfere
in his country in an inter-
Tew roadcast on Friday,
also telling the Tehran-

backed Hezbollah that di-
plomacy was the only solu-

tion to the conflict with
Israel.

“It’s not your country,
it’s our country... It’s not
your job to interfere into
our country,” Mr. Aoun
said in the interview with
CNN, addressing Iran’s Re-
volutionary Guards.

“They are using Leba-
non as a bargaini; ini

their negotiation with the

Reclaiming space: UN peacekeepers and Lebanese soldiers at a
road in Dibbine Village in southeast Lebanon on Friday. AP

United States_It's unaccep-
table,” he said.

Hezbollah drew Leba-
non into the West Asia war
with rocket fire at Israel on
March 2 to avenge the kill-

ing days earlier of Iran’s Su-
preme Leader in U.S.-Israe-
li strikes. Israel responded
with massive strikes and a
ground invasion.

On Wednesday, Leba-

nese and Israeli envoys in
Washington agreed to a
truce which according to a
statement is conditional on
a “complete cessation” of
Hezbollah fire, without
mentioning a halt to Israeli
attacks.

Tehran insists the fight-
ing in Lebanon and the war
in the Gulf are linked, and
on Thursday the head of
the Guards’ foreign arm
said Israel must pull back
from its front lines in
Lebanon.

“Hezbollah must under-
stand that [there is] no oth-
er way but to sit and talk,
no other way to solve this
problem and to save what’s
left except through nego-
tiation and diplomacy,” Mr.

Aoun added.

“It’s the Lebanese peo-
ple, they are not Naim Qas-
sem([’s] people,” he said,
referring to the Hezbollah
chief, who on Thursday re-
jected the truce deal.

“The majority of the Le-
banese people are fed up
with war,” the President
added.

Meanwhile, Israel’s air
force struck different parts
of southern Lebanon and
killed six persons as the
military issued evacuation
warnings for nine villages,
including one that has
been spared much of the
destruction and was shel-
tering thousands of people
displaced by the three-
month war.




U.S. FORCES BOARD TANKER, IRAN FIRES WARNING SHOTS

Wider peace deal in doubt:

[ran supports Hezbollah as

Israel keeps upits strikes

Ahmed Elimam
& Jana Choukeir
Dubai, June 5

and Iran. Tehran has made a
ceasefire between Israel and
Hezbollah a condition for any
peace deal with Washington to
resolve the regional war, and re-
startshipping through the Strait
of Hormuz.

“The end ofthe waron Leba-
non must be accompanied by
the withdrawal of Israeli forces
from theterritoriestheyhave oc-
cupied,” hesaid. The comments
came after Hezbollah"leader
Naim Qassem reje¢ted.a US-
brokered pact between Israel
and the Lebanesegovernment
to halt the fighting in Lebanon.
The deal didnot provide for an
Israeliwithdrawal and Hezbol-
lahhadnotbeen party tothe ne-
gotiations. Israel has kept up
strikes in southern Lebanon,
and hassaid its forceswould not
withdraw or halt operations in
thecountryamid increasing fric-
tionwith the US.

Hezbollah said Friday it had

Mohsen Rezaei, an adviser
to Iran’s supreme leader, said
Hezbollah had “made great sac-
rificesintherecentwarand itis
our ally. Therefore, we support
Hezbollah and remain firmly

\. ‘3\'\ , ‘.
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Spanish UN peacekeepers in Dibbine village, southeast Lebanon. a

IRANUSING LEBANON AS BARGAINING CHIP
INU.S.NEGOTIATIONS: PRESIDENT AOUN

some of his toughest criticism yet
of Tehran and its Lebanese ally
Hezbollah as it wages war with Is-
rael. Ina CNNinterview, Aoun
said, “the people of Lebanon are
paying the price ... for the sake™ of
Iran’s interests, and were “fed up”
with war between Israel and Hez-
bollah — comments reflecting
deepdivisions along Lebanon'’s

confessional and political fault-
lines. “They are using Lebanon as
a bargaining chip in their negoti-
ation with the US,” Aoun said of
Iran, according to excerpts of the
interview published onthe CNN
website. “It's unacceptable.” Iran
has made a Lebanon ceasefire a
condition for any peace deal with
Washington in the wider regional
conflict that began with the US-Is-
raeli attack on Tehran on February
28.0n Thursday, Hezbollah re-
jected a ceasefire plan. REUTERS

committed to our obligations
toward it.”

Incomments reported by the
semi-official Mehr news agency,
Rezaei said, “Today we again
wamn thissinisterregimetoleave
Lebanon. They should know
thatLebanon willbe an insepar-
able part of any agreement and
any ceasefire.”

Lebanon’s parliament
speaker Nabih Berri said Friday
he would agree to the withdra-
wal of the Iran-backed group
fromsouthern Lebanon if Israeli
troops simultaneously left terri-

tory they occupy in the country.

On Friday, Iran’s navy said it
had fired warning shotsat US de-
stroyers in the Gulf of Oman tc
harassment and the hijacking of
commercial vessels and oil
tankers”. Earlier, US forces said
they had boarded an oil tanker
in the Indian Ocean.

The US Central Command
denied Iran’s claims. “Iranian
forces did NOT attack or fire at
US Navy warships,” Central
Command said in a statement
on X.REUTERS



U.S. sanctions Cuban President Miguel
Diaz-Canel and Castro family:members

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

duals, in the latest move by
the Trump administration
to pressure the island’s lea-
dership that drew imme-
diate condemnation from
Havana.

Included in the sanc-
tions are Alejandro Castro
Espin, the sole son of form-
er Cuban President Raul
Castro and Vilma Espin. He
served as an adviser to Cu-
ba’s Defence and National

Miguel Diaz-Canel

Security Commission and
was present’ when Raul
Castro greeted then-U.S.
President Barack Obama in
Havana during a 2016
meeting. Castro Espin’s
son, Raul Alejandro Castro
Calis, also was listed.

to Cuba. That has led to
severe blackouts, food
shortages and an econom-
ic collapse across the
island.

The threats took on ad-
ditional weight after the
U.S. announced criminal
charges against Raul Castro
last month. Thursday’s pe-
nalties, which follow Mr.
Trump signing an execu-

tive order expanding sanc-
tions against the island,
freeze individuals’ proper-
ty and bank accounts in
the U.S. But it’s unclear
how intertwined their fi-
nances are with the U.S. fi-
nancial system.

“these measures are aimed
at reinforcing the blockade
and escalating the conflict
between Cuba and the Un-
ited States”.

The new sanctions also
apply to non-American en-
tities that might do busi-
ness with those listed.



Rubio fails to win India back for Washington

and the United States have warned that

worsening bilateral ties could damage a
partnership that former U.S. President Joe Biden
called the most consequential of the 21st century.
They argue that India remains central to
America’s Indo-Pacific strategy and indispensable
to its competition with China in geopolitics,
technology, and securing critical supply chains.

Warnings from think tanks, sense of betrayal
mﬁmmm
March 2026 report by the Center for a New
American Security, titled Repairing the Breach:
Getting U.S.-India Ties Back on Track, said
bilateral ties had “stumbled badly” in the second

alf of 2025. It cited U.S. President Donald

¥ i out the May 2025

India-Pakistan ceasefire and his 50% tariffs on
Indian exports as the key causes of the breach in
trust, and recommended urgent steps to rebuild
trust and deepen cooperation.
mﬁﬂmmte's “New India
Conference” underscored India’s importance to
U.S. interests and the Indo-Pacific balance of

power. By featunnF RSS General Secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale, it also signalled a
willingness to engage Hindutva nationalists
despite concerns over their treatment of religious
minorities.

This anxiety is not confined to Washington’s
think tanks, but also in India too. During a visit to
India in January 2026, discussions at academic
and policy institutions, as well as engagements
with experts, diplomats and Indian foreign policy
scholars, pointed to a common concern: New
Delhi had lost trust in Washington. The damage
was seen as not merely diplomatic or

ransactional, but also strategic. Many Indian
St believed that even Thoth sides
recognised the importance of the relationship, it
would take a long time to repair the trust deficit.

Three indicators came to Daeﬁne the
deterioration in relations. The first was the

growing U.S.-Pakistan strategic partnership in the

F or nearly a year, strategic experts in India

Mugqtedar Khan

Professor of
International
Relations at the
University of
Delaware, a Senior
Non-Resident Fellow
at the Middle East
Policy Council and
also host of a
YouTube channel on
global affairs called
Khanversations

The US.
Secretary of
State’s visit
failed to bridge
the widening
US-India divide

Est-O?radon Sindoor period. As India sought
to 1solate Pakistan internationally, Mr. Trump’s

repeated praise for Pakistani e
country’s role in mediating with Iran was widely
seen N

The second indicator was trade. The 50%
tariffs levied on India —

imposed on any coun(r_‘v‘_1 — came as a shock to ‘
New Delhi. The 25% tariff penalty on India,
imposed specifically for buying Russian oil,

further reinforced the perception that India was
being singled out and punished for no apparent
reason. The third indicator was the neglect of the

Quad (Australial India, Japan andthe U.S) The
absence of head-of-state summits, combined with

the Tack of visible enthusiasm around the Quad

meetings, suggested that one of the central pillars
lowngraded. The Quad, and therefore India
i dearylss ORI Tri's s

which now aE%ear to be more focused on carving
a'more productive pa**(nersEIE with China.

The Rubio visit and after

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s visit to India
(May 23-26, 2026) gave him a clear opportunity to
address all three parameters. Unfortunately,
there was hardly any progress on the pending
trade deal. On top of that, Mr. Rubio essentially
gaslit India by asserting in a tweet that India had
mﬁlmon worth of

A profis et T next e years - 2
Taim Tt tadian oTeiTs had disputed The Quad
Foreign mmm major
DTCaktmTougn and no clear announcement about
when the heads of state would meet. Finally,
when given an opportunity by the Indian press to
criticise Pakistan for cross-border terrorism, Mr.

Rubio instead chose to praise Pakistan’s role in
€ Iran Crisis.

He failed to take positions that would have
reassured India that he had come to repair the
+ ORI TTead, The g hE Sen T e
that “America First” would be the only criterion
determining U.S. choices, not any desire to repair

partners. Nor did Mr. Trump use EIS socnai media
platforms (o_ ua! OF stress the

the U.S.-India strategic partnership.
The symbolism after Mr. Rubio’s return to
Washington only reinforced this conclusion. Just

"“hours later, he participated in a public Cabinet

meeting. When Mr. Trump asked him about Iran,

|
Mr. Rubio sEoke about Iran, Ebola, Cuba,

| Venezuela, and even his stopover in Armenia,
which he described as highly successful. But he

did not mention India, his meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, or the Quad meeting.
Mr. Trump did not ask a'Eou( Tndia elther. This

amnesia is astonishing — coming just hours after a
Ttant strategic

importance of repairing U.S.-India relations.
TCIs precisely such m’alcators that make
policymakers in New Delhi nervous. They signal

that India’s strategic significance has diminished
in Washington’s eyes.

A partnership that still matters
There remain many strategic reasons for the U.S.
and India to work together: keeping the

Indo-Pacific open, sustaining a partnership
etween major democracies in an era of rising
nological innovation, artificial intelligence,
semlconﬁuctors, Jefence, and energy security.

These shared interests have not disappeared and
may well bring the two countries back toward
o oapaaor. Tt bor oo Todia i the
mlosel aligned as they were a year
anda

If Mr. Rubio’s goal was to repair the perceived
damage done to India-U.S. relations since Mr.
Trump’s election in 2024, he clearly failed. But if
his mission was to reinforce that American
foreign policy will be driven by whatever Mr.
Trump defines as “America First” on any given
day, then perhaps he succeeded — making clear
that American national interests are now shaped
less by careful strategic thinking and more by the
unpredictable thought process of President
Trump.



Pressure to limit India-Russia ties

will hurt global stability, says Putin

Russian President i NRIICIDIIDRIE - s2vs 2 large economy’ like India will prioritise nationalinterests; New Delhis
relations with US. will not cause friction, he says; points out that it is ‘not a good idea’ to interfere in ‘delicate’ India-China ties

Press Trust of India
ST. PETERSBURG

at a press conference.

“Everyone has under-
stood that putting pressure
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi (and India) that
has the largest population
in the world, is detrimental
for international relations
and for bilateral relations.
It doesn’t matter where
this pressure comes from,”
he said.

Modi’s leadership.

The remarks came
against the backdrop of
Western capitals express-
ing unease over India-Rus-
sia relations. and the oil
trade amid the Ukraine
war.

The US., for instance,
has been asking India to
stop importing Russian
crude oil and had slapped
punitive tariffs.

Vladimir Putinthad met Narendra Modi during a visit to New Delhi
for a bilateral summit in December 2025. RV. MOORTHY

Bw&l said New
ill prioritise its na-

rests and added

India’s engagement

ith the U.S. does not af-

its strategic ties with
ussia.

“I don’t think this is a
case. We are glad that India
is developing its relations
with all the countries, it’s a
great country, a large eco-
nomy, the largest democ-
racy, it is only natural that
it develops its economy in
accordance with its inter-

est with those countries
that it deems necessary,”
Mr. Putin said when asked
whether India’s alignment
with Washington creates

structural friction for
Russia.
No interference

Last September, in the
wake of U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s tariff war, a
photo of Mr. Modi, Mr. Pu-
tin and Chinese President
Xi Jinping from the SCO
Summit in Tianjin grabbed

Russian President
says he does not
believe Pak. is under
the control of China

obal spotlight. Mr.
Putin, who is set to visit In-
\ahrin September for the
BRICS summit, said Mos-
cow will not interfere in
the “delicate” bilateral re-
lations between India and
China.

The Russian President,
who called Mr. Xi his “old
friend”, said, “This is a del-
icate, multi-faceted rela-
tionship between India
and China, and interfering
into them is not a good
idea. Of course, we interact
with both our friends...
President Xi and Prime Mi-
nister Modi are both trying
to resolve all the issues of
mutual interest, including
the border issue.”

Highlighting Moscow’s
strategic equilibrium in
Asia, President Putin cha-
racterised Russia’s ties
with India and China as
having evolved organically.

“Russia has established
these relations (with India
and China). It was happen-
ing naturally. Relations bet-
ween Russia and India do
not disturb China, our rela-
tions with China do not dis-
turb India,” he said.

Mr. Putin also touched
upon the ties between In-
dia and Pakistan. “We are
well aware of the intrica-
cies of the issues concern-
ing the border between In-
dia and Pakistan,” he said,
addding that he does not
believe Pakistan was under
the control of China.

Su-57 on offer

The President also offered
Russia’s fifth-generation
stealth aircraft Su-57 to In-
dia and suggested that the
combat jet could be jointly
built in India.

“As for the Su-57, we of-
fered our friends from In-
dia to jointly develop this
machine, a fifth-generation
aircraft. I think it’s the best
to date. But our Indian
friends said, ‘well, let’s
see’,” he said.

“In principle, this could
have been our (Russia-In-
dia) product. We made it
independently. And we are
ready to work with India.
To work and develop.
There will be no restric-
tions whatsoever,” he said.




