Shivakumar sworn-in as Karnataka

CM; 11 Ministers retained in Cabinet

13 Cabinet Ministers, including Deputy CM Parameshwara, take oath; senior legislators and loyalists of Siddaramaiah find
place in the new Cabinet; ex-CM’s son Yathindra also included; caste arithmetic worked out but no women representation

Sharath S. Srivatsa

Nagesh Prabhu
BENGALURU

he Congress go-
T vernment in Karna-
taka turned a new

leaf on Wednesday with its
eight-time legislator and
Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee President
D.K. Shivakumar sworn in
as the 25th Chief Minister of
the State. Amid confusion
and pushback in the party
on creation of the Deputy
Chief Minister’s post, se-
nior Dalit leader G. Para-
meshwara was sworn in as
the deputy leader. A six-
time MLA, Mr. Paramesh-
wara had served as Deputy
Chief Minister in the H.D.

Kumaraswamy-led coali-
tion government.
mummwm

ceremon
Lok Bhavan in Bengaluru
and in the presence of a
host of party leaders and
religious heads among oth-
ers, Mr. Shivakumar, who

Power shift: Newly-sworn-in Karnataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar (right) with/outgaing leader Siddaramaiah during the
oath-taking ceremony inBefigaluru on Wednesday. pTi

took over the reigns of the
State. from veteran OBC
leader Siddaramaiah, was
sworn in along with 13 Cabi-
net Ministers including Mr.
Parameshwara. Mr. Shiva-
kumar, who led the Con-
gress to victory in 2023
elections as the KPCC chief,
will have little less than two
years term before the next

Assembly election.

The Congress, which
held hectic parleys over the
last two days amid growing
pressure from Cabinet
hopefuls, finally released
the list of leaders just hours
ahead of the swearing-in ce-
remony. Belying expecta-
tions that young and fresh
faces would be inducted,

the party has gone with se-
niors barring Yathindra Sid-
daramaiah, son of Mr. Sid-
daramaiah, who is making
his” debut as a Cabinet
Minister.

Among those to take
oath included U.T. Khader,
who earlier resigned from
the post of Speaker.

With an exception to Mr.
Khader, who was a Minister
in Mr. Siddaramaiah’s first
term, and Mr. Yathindra, all
others sworn in on Wednes-
day served under Mr. Sid-
daramaiah in the second
term. Those inducted to Ca-
binet include K.H. Muni-
yappa, K.J. George and Pri-
yank Kharge.

Senior leader Satish Jar-
kiholi, who hails from the
Valmiki community and re-
presents the Scheduled
Tribes (ST), has found a
place in the Ministry.

Three Ministers — M.B.
Patil, Eshwar Khandre, and
Sharan Prakash Patil - re-
present the Veerashaiva-
Lingayat community, while

the Dalit community is re-
presented by Mr. Kharge,
Mr. Parameshwara, and Mr.
Muniyappa. As the Chief
Minister belongs to the Vok-
kaliga community, six-time
MLA Krishna Byre Gowda’s
induction is viewed as ba-
lancing community repre-
sentation. Ramalinga Red-
dy, an eight-time legislator,
belongs to the Reddy Vok-
kaliga community.

Notables missing
The party has ensured re-
presemation for the Kuru-
WRIC dramamh
bm By-
Fathi__ouresh, two-time
, and Mr. Yathindra.

Notable persons missing
in the first batch are H.C.
Mahadevappa, H.K. Patil,
Santosh Lad, Dinesh Gun-
du Rao, and B.Z. Zameer
Ahmed Khan, who served
in the previous Cabinet.

No woman legislator has
been inducted into the
Cabinet.



Centre approves scheme to cut

pollution levels in Delhi-NCR

Two-year programme with financial outlay of ¥9,585 crore aims at contributing to.improved air quality index in the region

by encouraging vehicle owners to transition to BS-VI variants or EVs; it will benefit 19T Takh trucks, 16,329 buses, says govt.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
T on Wednesday ap-
proved a_two-year

scheme aimed at reducing
sclicine amed :
air_pollution in the Delhi-

National Capital Region
(NCR) by accelerating the
transition to cleaner tran-
sport technologies.

With a total financial
outlay of ¥9,585 crore, in-
cluding 35,041 crore from
the Centre and an estimat-
ed %1,601 crore in tax con-
cessions from the partici-
pating States, the scheme
seeks to incentivis IS

of trucks and buses regis-
fered in the De|Ei-Ng R that
comply with BS-IV or ear-
glace them with BS-VI or
stricter emission-com-
pliant vehicles. or electrie
vehicles (EVs).

By speeding up the tran-
sition to cleaner transport
technologies, the scheme

The scheme will be funded through the National Capital Region Planning Board and implemented by
the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways and Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas. FILE PHOTO

is expected to reduce veh-
icular emissions and con-
tribute to improved air
quality index (AQI) across
the Delhi-NCR, read an offi-
cial statement.

The scheme will be
funded through the Na-
tional Capital Region Plan-
ning Board under the Mi-
nistry of Housing and

Urban Affairs and imple-
mented by the Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways and Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas.

Govt. vehicles excluded
The move will benefit ap-
grox1mate|¥ 2.07 lakh (1.91

lakh trucks and 16,329 bus-
es) owners in Delhi-NCR

(comprising Delhi, Harya-
na, Rajasthan, and Uttar
Pradesh), it stated.

For BS-III or older vehi-
cles, scrapping at regis-
tered vehicle scrapping fa-
cilities is mandatory. BS-IV
vehicles may eithe

pped or sold outside
the NCR in_non-National

Clean Air Programme ci-

ties/towns”. Owners must
then purchase and register
a BS-VI or stricter norms-
compliant or an EV within
the NCR. However, in Del-
hi, light goods vehicles pur-
chased under the scheme
must be electric while bus-
es must be compliant with
BS-VI norms, run on CNG,
or be electric only. Govern-
ment vehicles are excluded
from the scheme.

The Centre will provide
5% interest subvention on
oans for five years, month-
I ToeT vouchers worth up
to 34,800 dependi
vehicle category, and
lump-sum benefits for EV
purchases or Certificate of

eposit trading.
State governments will

waive registration fees and

grant_up_to_100% r
vehicle tax concessions for
used vehicles for 10 .
Twmﬁlmmﬁﬁ
ing liabilities on old vehi-
cles under the scheme.



Over 40,000 students apply

to CBSE for re-evaluation

Almost 5000 students applied for verification alone; CBSE asks students to complete application

process by midnight of June 6, makes available a visual guide and tutorial video to assist them

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ore than 40,000
M Class 12 students
have applied to

get their answer sheets ver-
ified and re-evaluated, as
of noon on Wednesday, the
Central Board of Secon-
dary Education (CBSE)
said.

“The portal has accept-
ed 4,924 applications for
verification and 39,056 ap-
plications for re-evaluation
(total of 43,980) as of 12
p.m. (on Wednesday),” the
CBSE said in a statement.

The Board said students
can pay for their applica-
tions using the payment
gateways of the State Bank
of India, Canara Bank,
Bank of Baroda, or Indian
Bank, all of which are avail-
able on the verification and
re-evaluation portal. “Stu-
dents need not have an ac-
count with these banks to
complete payment but can
use any of these payment
gateways to make pay-

The Board said the outcome of the requests would be
communicated after the completion of the process. FILE PHOTO

ments,” the €BSE said.
portal was
ed after a delay on
e 2, although the Board
had earlier said that appli-
cations for verification and
re-evaluation of answer
books were expected to be-

gin by May 29.

This follows concerns
raised by students and pa-
rents regarding the new
on-screen marking evalua-
tion system deployed by
the CBSE this year.

On-screen marking is a

digital evaluation process
where answer sheets are
scanned and uploaded so
that evaluators can assess
them virtually. However,
students complained that
the scans were blurry, pag-
es were missing, and even
mixed up with other answ-
er sheets.

The Board said the out-
come of the requests
would be communicated
after the completion of the
process and advised candi-
dates to submit their appli-
cations by midnight on
June 6.

A visual guide and tuto-
rial video have been made
available to help students
complete the process, it
added.

Aadhaar-based verifica-
tion of applicants was in-
troduced for security rea-
sons, the Board said,
despite the fact that mak-
ing such verification man-
datory goes against a Su-
preme Court ruling.



28 lakh women to get monthly

dole as Bengal govt. rolls out

Annapurna Bhandar scheme

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari on Wed-
nesday rolled out the An-
napurna Bhandar scheme
that will provide monthly
aid of 33,000 to_eligible
women in the 25 to 60 age
group 1n the State.

Mr. Adhikari handed ov-
er cheques to five benefici-
aries at the State Secreta-
riat to mark the launch of
the direct benefit transfer

Do “ the aid of
2, ovided by the
pr Trinamool Con-

gress government under its
Lakshmir Bhandar scheme
to 33,000 was one of the
promises made by the BJP

during the campaign for

CMSuvendu Adhikari (right) handing over cheques to beneficiaries
at the launch of the Annapurna Bhandar scheme on Wednesday. pTi

the Assembly poll.

Women and Child Deve-
lopment Minister Agnimi-
tra Paul said fresh applica-
tions are being considered
due to “corruption” in the
implementation of the
Lakshmir Bhandar scheme
under which 2.2 crore wo-
men received aid.

Chief Secretary Manoj
Agarwal said the list of be-
neficiaries of the new
scheme will be made pu-

blic and people can file ob-
jections if non-deserving
persons are receiving aid.

The newly elected BJP
government had come un-
der Opposition attack over
the introduction of a “te-
dious” 11-page application
form for the Annapurna
Bhandar scheme and the
declaration that existing
beneficiaries of the Laksh-
mir Bhandar scheme will
have to apply afresh.



Centre mulls policy to

boost E85 fuel uptake

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The government is actively
examining supportive poli-
ey framework to accelerate
affordable adoption of E85
fuel, said Union Minister
for Petroleum and Natural
Gas Hardeep Singh Puri.
Speaking at the launch

of Hero MotoCorp’s flex-
fuel motorcycles on. wed-
nesday, he Saidothal E35
(85% blending_of ethanol
with gasoline), fuel would
than __normal ___fuel
[variant]”.

“If 1% of annual petrol
vehicle sales in India dur-
ing gthangl SUppIY_year
2026-27 shifts to E85, over

four crore litres of ethanol
emand wou enerat-

ed, [and] nearly 3266 crore

Hardeep Singh Puri

d
be made to distillers,” he
said, adding that about
X195 crore would be
earned in foreign exchange
savings,  approximately
0.28 lakh metric tonnes
(LMT) of crude oil imports
would be reduced, net CO2
reduction of nearly 0.86
LMT will be achieved, and
nearly 3160 crore would go
directly to farmers.



Russia delivers fourth squadron
of the S-400 air defence system

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India has received the
fourth squadron of the
Russian-made S-400 air

defence system, streng:
thening the country’s long-

range air defence network.
The system arrived from
Russia as scheduled in
May, and is expected to be
deployed in an operati
area shortly, sources in the
defence sector said.

The delivery is part of a
$5.43-billion  agreement
signed between India and
Russia in 2018 for the aec-
quisition of five S-400 regi-
mental systems. . Three
S-400 squadrons-have al-

The'delivery is part of a $5.43 billion agreement signed between
India and Russia in 2018. AFP

dron under the original
contract is expected to be
delivered in 2027, officials

ready been inducted into
service; the fourth has now

said. Deliveries are now
back on schedule.

The S-400 will be inte-
grated with Al-enabled de-
cision-support capabilities

arrived; following delays
linked -to the Russia-Uk-

raine conflict.
The remaining squa-

aimed at improving threat

prioritisation and target se-
lection, senior defence offi-
cials said.

“Al-enabled targeting
will assist operators in
identifying and prioritising
aerial threats. All incoming
targets will be displayed on
the system, and Al will pro-
vide recommendations
based on the nature of the
threat. However, the final
engagement decision will
remain with the operator,”
a senior official said.



Nepal is a priority partner, says

Modi after meeting RSP chief

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Nepal’s ruling Rastriya
Swatantra Party  (RSP)

chairperson Rabi Lami-

channe on Wednesday met
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who called the

neighbouring country a
“priority partner”.

The meeting came a day
after Mr. Lamichhane
called on External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and
Home Minister Amit Shah
and discussed develop-
ment and security partner-
ships between the two
countries. The meetings
came even as official sourc-
es here said that Nepal’s
Foreign Minister, _Shisir
Khanal, is expected to ar-
rive in India this week.

“Delighted to meet the
Chairman of the Rastriya
Swatantra Party of Nepal
Mr. Rabi Lamichhane. I
welcome and fully share
his desire to work closely
together for a shared and
prosperous future. Nepal is
a priority.partner under
our Neighbourhood First
policy and we look forward
to collaborating with the
new government to elevate

Bilateral talks: Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a meeting with Nepal’s Rastriya Swatantra Party
chairperson Rabi Lamichhane, PTl

the special and multifacet-
ed relationship between
our two countries to grea-
ter heights,” Mr. Modi said
in a social media post,
sharing photographs of the
meeting, which was at-
tended by National Securi-
ty Adviser Ajit Doval, Mr.
Jaishankar, and Foreign Se-
cretary Vikram Misri.

Shared prosperity

Mr. Lamichhane said the
Mr. Modi was a “great de-
light” and pledged to work
or “development
diplomacy”.

~By focusing on shared
civilisational bonds, digital
corridors, and seamless

connectivity, we can truly
build a partnership de-
fined by progress and mu-
tual trust. RSP looks for-
ward to translating these
possibilities into reality for
people of Nepal and India -
for our shared prosperity,”
he said in a social media
post.

The Embassy of Nepal,
in a social media post, said
the meeting covered “digi-
tal corridors and
connectivity”.

The warm welcome ex-
tended to Mr. Lamichhane
at the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport on Mon-
day and the subsequent

- ings have ta-
ken place against the back-

drop of the early days of
the Prime Minister Balen-
dra Shah-led government,
which came to power in
March and attracted atten-
tion for introducing cus-
Toms duties on imported
Indian goods worth more
than 100 Nepal rupees.
This was tollowed by a reig-
nition of the Kalapani-Lim-
piyadhura-Lipulek border
dispute, which on Tuesday
drew a response from the
External Affairs Ministry
fhat negated the role_of
third parties in Nepal-India
border issues. Mr. Lamich-
Rane’s visit is therefore be-
ing viewed as an attempt to
keep the ties on a smooth
track.




U.S. moots
12.5% tariff for

‘forced labour’
on India, 53

other nations

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
WASHINGTON

The U.S. government has
proposed to levy a tariff of
12.5% on imports from 54
countries, including India,
that it says have “failed to
impose and effectively en-

force” prohibitions on the
import of goods produced
usinw forced labour.,

In response, the Indian
government has said it “re-
mains engaged” with the
U.S. regarding this deve-
lopment and the finalisa-
tion of an Interim Agree-
ment on trade. The office
of the U.S. Trade Represen-
tative (USTR) had, in March
this year, launched an in-
vestigation under Section
301 of the U.S. Trade Act of
1974 to look into whether
its trade partners were tak-
ing enough steps to stop
the import of goods made
using forced labour.




U.S. moots tariff for
‘forced labour’ on India

The latest tariff announcements, as part of this in-
vestigation, are not final as yet.

Countries, including India, can submit re-
quests to take part in public hearings by June 22,
submit written comments by July 6, and partici-
pate in the public hearings on July 7.

According to trade experts, investigations un-
der Section 301 were seen as a tool for the U.S. to
impose tariffs on its imports after the country’s
Supreme Court in February struck down the reci-

procal tariffs — includin 2 ia
— that had been imposed by U.S. President Donald
Trump.

According to the report released by the USTR,
India is one of the 54 countries that were investi-
gated and that were found to have “failed to im-
pose and effectively enforce” prohibitions on the
import of goods produced using forced labour.

“The tesults of this investigation indicate that
the acts, policies and practices of India related to
the failure to impose and effectively enforce a
forced labour import prohibition are unreasona-
ble and burden or restrict U.S. commerce,” the re-
port said.

The proposed tariffs put India in the same tariff
bracket as several of its competitors, including
Bangladesh, China, Malaysia, Thailand, and Viet-
nam. “India remains engaged with the U.S. on the
matter as a part of Section 301 proceedings,” the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry said in a
statement on Wednesday.




Iran strikes Kuwait’s main airport,

Bahrain base after U.S. hits Qeshm

Embassy of India in Kuwait says an Indian national was killed in the strike; 63 others wounded; the attack occurred soon
after the airport had reopened following a months-long closure; US. targeted Iran’s ground control station on Qeshm Island

Associated Press
DUBAI

uwait briefly shut
ednesday after
Iranian__drones avi
minal, killed one person
and wounded dozens — the
latest in back-and-forth at-
tacks by Iran and the U.S.
that test a fragile ceasefire.
The strike reinforced
the risks to residents and
travellers in Gulf countries
that had considered them-
selves relative havens be-
fore the war, now in its
fourth month.
A spokesperson for Ku-
wait’s Defence Ministry,
Brig. Gen. Saud Abdulaziz

Unsafe haven: Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad al-Abdullah al-Sabah
inspecting the Kuwaitiairport after an attack on Wednesday. Arp

Al-Otaibi, said “a number
of hostile drones” targeted
a passenger building at Ku-
wait International Airport.
It had opened only on
Monday after a months-

long closure because of the
war.

India’s embassy said the
person killed was an In-
dian national. In a post on
X, the Embassy of India in

Kuwait said it is “closely
coordinating” with the Ku-
waiti authorities to extend
all possible support to the
bereaved family.

Authorities said 63 peo-
ple were wounded, includ-
ing passengers and work-
ers, and some suffered
serious injuries.

Kuwait’s Defence Minis-
try said it destroyed over a
dozen missiles and a simi-
lar number of drones from
Iran. The airport partially
reopened later, with Ku-
wait Airways flights resum-
ing at a different terminal,
according to civil aviation
authorities.

The Foreign Ministry
said Kuwait will “neither
accept nor tolerate” the at-

tacks and was kicking out
two Iranian diplomats.
The U.S. military said
U.S. and Bahraini forces in-
tercepted missiles aimed at
the Gulf kingdom, home to
the U.S. Navy’s 5th fleet.
Iran’s paramilitary Re-
volutionary Guard ack-
nowledged that it targeted
the ﬁeaéquarters of the 5th
Fleet and U.S. military fa-
cilities 1n another country,
‘but did not name Kuwait.
The U.S. military also
said it launched strikes on
an Iranian military ground
control station on Qeshm
IsTand in the Strait of
Hormuz.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry
condemned the US.
strikes on the island.
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Hormuz to nuclear issue: Rubio’s testimony tempers expectations

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, June 3

A FIVE»hour—lon§ testimony by US Secre-
taryo e, iotothe US Congress
Tuesday provided clues about where the
West Asiawarisheadedamida. e peace
and uncertain cease: Wil

Appearing before the Senate for: the first
time since the war began on February 28,a
combative Rubiospoke abouta range of is-
sues linked to the conflict.

Nuclear talks

Rubio tried to project optimism about
the ceasefire talks with Iran, claiming that
Tehran was willing to discuss some aspects
of its nuclear programme — previously a
no-go area. The US wants Iran to cap its

ramme ST Ee Up TS esTmATEd A0
iched uranium.

He cautioned, however, that there was
noguarantee that any agreement would be
“acceptable to the Senate or acceptable to
the American people”. Hisopen-ended as-
sessment is an official acknowledgement
that both sides still have wide differences
on several 1ssues.

Rubio’sstatement cameaday afterIran’s

state-affiliated Tasnim News Agency re-
ported that Tehran would stop exc!

es with Washington inter-
Wes pointing to Israel’s military op-
erations in Lebanon as a ceasefireviolation.

Sanctions relief

Rubio said US n'e_:%otiators have not of-
fered sanctions relief to Iran in exc! e
Tor reopening the Strait of Ho! . Any
ingupits nuclea.r T
% been relief
fromthe cms%:a& economic sanctionsim-
posed by the US, which had led to wide-
spread protests inJanuary. Its biggestlever-

age during the conflict has been its control
over the Strait of Hormuz.

Irangclosed the,
narrow waterway, th:ougksl which a fifth of
flows, in re-

e world’s energy norm:
TOTETEUS bagagadt

Tehran is hopingthat Trump, who faces
midterm elections laterthis year, will buckle
under the pressure of the spiralling gasand
fuel pricesand agree to its demands.

Ariftwith Israel?
Asked where the US stands.onIsraeli
PrimeMinister Benjamin Netanyahu’s goal

Mojtaba
Khamenei’s
fate

® Rubio said he be-
lievesthatIran’s
Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei, isalive
andisfincreasingly
engaging’in leader-
ship mattersamid
negotiations.

® Byallaccounts,
however, the Islamic
Revolutionary
Guards Corpsisin
control, and hasac-
cesstothe new Su-
preme Leader.

territory.

This ean be seen as a rebuke to the Is-
raeli PM, who has consistently pushed the
limits of the wars in Gaza as well as West
Asia. Rubio’s statement comes after Trump
reportedly ripped into Netanyahu over his
plans to attack Lebanon capital Beirut, for
attacking Lebanon, and jeopardising the
Iran peace talks.

China’srole

Rubio said China hasn’t provided help
tolIran that “inany way impeded our oper-
ations . He told lawmakers that Iran has
Chinese military eguigment from their
previous ties butsaid the US hasseennoin-
dication_that_anyt hing1 lgrovided has

chang e dynamic in the battlefield”.
This is an important statement and as-

sessment from the US Se tate
and a isor, es-

pec1all¥ in the backdrop of US President
Donald Trump's meeting with Chinese
President XiJinping last week in Beijing.

“=FTom Indias perspective, this 1S an im-

portant lesson since China had provided
live intelligence to Pakistan during Oper-
ation Sindoor in May last year. This shows
that Beijing is mindful of its ties with the
US, and worked accordingly. It did not do
the same with New Delhi.

Russian oil waiver
Rubiosaid that the US would like to end
the sanction waivers
urchasing Russian oil. The US granted a
\Wﬁs on the purchase of
Russian oilin March and extended it twice.

The last extension was granted on May 17
forone month.

India, which has been reelm under

d
reduce the inflationary impact.

Rubio’s words, therefore, are hanging
like Damocles’sword — especially atatime
whenIndiais negotiating a trade deal with
theUS. Indla do&sn twant to retum to the

Russian energy.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM/EXPLAINED




WHO says Ebola response catching up as confirmed Congo cases hit 344

Reuters
Geneva, June3

THEWORLD Health Organiza-
tion said on Wednesday that
the world is “catching up” with
the Ebola outbreak in Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, where

therehavebeen3dd.confirmed
cases of the disease and 60 con-
firmed deaths, although chal-
lenges remain.

“The outbreak had a big
head start, and we're still be-
hind, but under the leadership
of the government of DRC,
we're catchingup,” WHO Direc-

tor-General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said during a
press briefing.

The outbreak, linked to the
Bundibugyo strain of the virus,
Ras sEreaé to neighbouring

ganda where 15 cases have
Been confirmed. mcluding one
eath, the agency said.

Accesstotestinghasalsoim-
proved, which iswhy hundreds
of cases that were initially sus-
pected as Ebola have now been
ruled out, the WHO said. The
most common tests used for
Ebola do not detect the Bundi-
bugyo strain causing this out-

The outbreak

hadabighead
start,and we're still
behind, butunder the
leadership of the
government of DRC,
we'recatchingup”
GENERAL TEDROS ADHANOM

GHEBREYESUS
WHO DIREGTOR-GENERAL

break, which caused abacklog.
“Whatithe field team is

doing, is looking toclear the
backloeg. So the lab so far has
donel445teststhat cleared al-
mostall the backlog we had,
and every.day as the surveil-
lance improves, there are new
suspect cases,” said Abdirah-
man Mahamud, WHO director
of health emergency alert and
response operations.

There are 116 suspected
cases awaiting testing, he said.

He said a team is also work-
ing through the 220
suspected deaths to ascertain
the likelihood of the deaths
being caused by Ebola.

Six people have recovered in
the DRC and two in Uganda,
showing Ebolapatientscansur-
vive if they have access to care
and seek treatment as soon as
possible, the agency said.

The outbreak response con-

tinues to face challenges in
sczﬁng up testing capacity and

tracing contacts, while blanket
ns imposed by
some countries are disrupting

supply chains and hampering
efforts, the agency said.

Only about 45% of conta
ha and
to stay ahead of the outbreak,
————————

that figure needs to rise above
90%, Tedros said.

Tedros also said the out-
break may have started as early
asJanuary, and teamswerestill
investigating that, but stressed
thatthe focusnowshouldbeon
trying tocontain it.

That will cost WHO at least
$ lon over the nextthree
‘months, of which around 35%
iSCurrenty raised, theagency'’s
emergencies head Chikwe
Thekweazu said, adding that a
ot more” would be required in
funding for the duration of the
response.



THAILAND

Ex-PM Thaksin freed from

prlson after royal pardon

Former PM Thaksin
Shinawatra after his
realease from prison
on Wednesday. ap

THAILAND’S FORMER Prime Min-
ister ThaksinShinawatra formally
completed all his obligations related
to aprisonsentence on Wednesday,
whenaroyal pardon ended his four-
month probation early. The 76-year-

oldbillionaire populist, whowas a
dominant force in Thai politics for
more than two decades, was released
from a Bangkok prison last month to
cheering crowds. There hassince
been speculation that he might con-
tinue to exert his stronginfluence
over the Pheu Thai Party, whichis
partofthe governing coalition. ap




