Centre tightens norms
for foreign contributions

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

NGOs must now disclose

their activities, the geo-
graphical scope of their
programmes,  their web-

sites, social media ac-

counts, and_publications.
They must pay separate

fees for each category and
State or Union Territory
they operate in, as op-
posed to the previous sin-
gle fee for FCRA
registrants.

Any new registration
must follow the new norms
and_existing registrations

must comply with the

Funding
check

Under the fresh

EDUCATIONAL ECONOMIC
changes to Rules of the
Foreign Contribution = Schools, colleges,

and libraries

Regulation Act, all
NGOs are required

to disclose specific
activities and
geographical scope of
their programmes to
receive contributions
under 5 permitted
categories:

1anges within the next
ear. Any violations will be

penalised with a minimum
fine of 1 lakh, according to
another order from the Un-

= Scholarships

= Researchinstitutions
and think tanks

= Civic-awareness and
constitutional-rights
programmes

# Livelihood generation

RELIGIOUS

= Places of worship

= Skill development

= Religious education

= Agricultural sectors

= Pilgrim services

inclusion

SOCIAL
= Public health
= Rehabilitation

= Sanitation and
nutrition

m Disaster relief

= Entrepreneurship
and micro-enterprises

= Financial and digital

= Meditation
programmes

= Preservation of
religious traditions

CULTURAL

= Preservation of
Indian arts
and languages

= Museums, archives,
and cultural festivals

= Heritage conservation

The amended Rules also
broaden the definition of
an NGO’s “key function-
ary” beyond office-bearers
and directors to include
trustees, partners, the Kar-
ta or head of a Hindu Undi-
vided Family, governing
body members, and
anyone else controlling or
managing the organisa-
tion. Associations having
foreign nationals (other
than persons of Indian ori-
gin) as key functionaries
will ordinarily not be consi-
dered eligible for registra-
tion or prior permission,
unless specifically permit-

ted by the Centre, accord-
ing to the new Rules. NGOs
must also declare whether
their association or any of
their key functionaries
brought out any publica-
tion during the year, in-
cluding books, magazines,
and newspaper articles.

A senior government of-
ficial said that the amend-
ments were effected to
bring uniformity in Fo-
reign Contribution forms
(F-C) and to avoid
duplication.

CONTINUED ON
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Govt. tightens norms for

There are 16 permitted categories of religious
activities, including “conduct of religious educa-
tion, moral instruction, satsangs, discourses, and
meditation retreats (excluding proselytisation)”,
and “burial/cremation ground development and
maintenance.” There are 19 activities listed under
“economic” purpose, and 30 items under the “so-
cial” category.

The Ministry neotified another order which
specifies fines for FCRA violations such as excess
administrative spending, speculative investments,
misuse of funds, unauthorised receipt/use of fo-
reign contributions, and using funds for unap-
proved purposes or in unapproved States or Un-

ion Territories. AyNNSCIORINNASNOTIPUFPOSES)




IMO announces plan
to evacuate vessels
stuck in Persian Gulf

The plan announced by the UN body involvestwo routes that ships
are currently using to transit the Strait of Hormuz. REUTERS

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

“This large-scale opera-
tion will be carried out in
close cooperation with
Iran, Oman, and all other
coastal States in the region,
the United States, and the

maritime
said.
Although his statement
does not explicitly refer to
Iran’s plan, the plan put
out by the Sultanate of
Oman does mention both
routes — one along the
Omani coast and the other
along the Iranian coast —
that ships are currently us-

industry,” he

ing to transit the Strait of
Hormuz. The plan also
asks vessels to contact the
respective “coastal state”
of their selected route to
confirm transit.

Mr. Dominguez added:

The IMO, a UN agency,
referred to a letter written
by Oman’s Ministry of De-
fence to Pakistan’s Nation-
al Hydrographic Office that
gives a detailed plan for the

evacuation.
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IMO plans to evacuate
ships in Persian Gulf

The letter says that the Sultanate of Oman has
worked with the IMO to provide all vessels with
the option of a temporary maritime corridor as
per listed coordinates. To reduce risks and ensure
safe navigation, the IMO has developed a phased
approach based on groups of vessels.

The letter says that the traditional traffic sepa-
ration scheme is unsafe in a reference to mines,
and two routes, one south and-another north of it,
shall be used for transit. Vessels will be contacted
individually and advised of their allocated transit
day by the parties coordinated by the IMO.

These two routes can-handle 20-30 ships a day
while the traditional route at the centre of the
strait used to see some 130 ships transiting every
day before the war. Hundreds of ships are still
stranded west of the Strait of Hormuz.

There will be a designated waiting area within
international waters where ships will go. From
there, the vessels will contact “the relevant coas-
tal'state”, in a reference to Iran for the northern
route. The letter adds: “Each shipowner and mas-
ter remains responsible for conducting an inde-
pendent risk assessment prior to voyage.” The Au-
tomatic Identification System of the vessel shall
stay on, the letter adds.

The letter gives the coordinates of the Omani
route that ships should take.



President presents second set of Padma awards

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Tennis legend Vijay Amri-
traj, actors Mammootty
and Satish Shah, cricketer
Rohit Sharma, and play-
back singer Alka Yagnik
were among the eminent
personalities who received
the Padma awards from
President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Tuesday.

The Padma awards, one
of the highest civilian
awards of the country, are
conferred in three catego-
ries: the Padma Vibhush-
an, Padma Bhushan, and
the Padma Shri.

In the second civil inves-
titure ceremony at the Ga-
natantra Mandap of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan, the
President presented the
Padma Vibhushan to form-
er Supreme Court judge K.
T. Thomas for public affairs
and to eminent Malayalam

President Droupadi Murmu confers the Padma Vibhushan on former Supreme Court judge KT. Thomas during the second civil investiture
ceremony in New Delhi on Tuesday. Tennis legend Vijay Amritraj and playback singer Alka Yagnik received the Padma Bhushan. pTi, Ani

journalist P. Narayanan for
contribution to literature
and education.

Alka Yagnik, Mammoot-
ty, American oncologist
Dattatreyudu. Nori, Vijay
Amritraj, industrialist
S.K.M.  Maeilanandhan,
and social worker and edu-
cationist Vellappally Nate-
san received the Padma
Bhushan from the Presi-

dent during the ceremony.
Rupi Soren, wife of Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha foun-
der Shibu Soren, received
the Padma Bhushan on be-
half of the late leader.

Padma Shri

The President conferred
the Padma Shri on cricke-
ter Rohit Sharma, who led
India to victory in the last

T20 World Cup, and on
hockey player Savita Pu-
nia. Actor R. Madhavan,
aerospace scientist Chan-
dramouli Gaddamanugu,
who led the Akash missile
system from development
to deployment during Op-
eration Sindoor, and noted
writer Asok Kumar Haldar
were among those who re-
ceived the Padma Shri.

Vladimir Mestvirishvili,
the Georgian coach who
mentored Indian Olympic
medallists such as Sushil
Kumar, Yogeshwar Dutt,
and Ravi Dahiya, was
awarded the Padma Shri
posthumously.

The President also con-
ferred the Padma Shri on
actor Satish Shah posthu-
mously.



Congress urges Centre not
to rush into signing a trade
agreement with the US.

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

In a post on X, Congress
general secretary Jairam
Ramesh said Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi should
stop “appeasing” U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump and
resist the pressure to con-
clude an agreement during
the visit of U.S. Tradé Re-
presentative - - Jamieson
Greer to New:' Delhi. The
deal could adversely affect
farmers.and domestic in-
dustry, he said.

Mr. Ramesh referred to
the India-U.S. joint state-
ment issued on February
6, in which the U.S. had
proposed reduction of ta-
riffs on Indian exports

He said that the under-

standing had been under-
mined by a subsequent rul-

ing of the U.S. Supreme
Court which found Presi-

dent Trump’s reciprocal ta-
ulid Eolicz to be illegal.
Mr. Ramesh stated that

the tan.ﬁ'.m.nc.esmns.nm-

ly became uncertain aﬁ;er
the court ruling, and Wash-

ington later imposed a
temporary 10% tariff on

There is
absolutely no
need for India to be
bamboozled into signing
any trade pact which, as
it stands now, is heavily
against India’s interests

JAIRAM RAMESH
Congress leader

imports from trading
partners, including India.
Stating that India was
among the countries being
investigated by the U.S. for
alleged unfair trade prac-




Ban on Telegram stretched meaning
of ‘information’ under the IT Act

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

The ban won the endor-
sement of the Delhi High
Court by stretching the
meaning of “information”
under the Information
Technology (IT) Act, 2000.

that an online platform like
Telegram was an “aggrega-
tion” or “compilation” of
these units. By reading en-
tire platforms run by com-
panies, which were legal
entities by their own na-
ture, within the ambit of
‘information” under the
Act, the government has
effectively weaponised the
content-blocking provision
of Section 69A.

Section 69A of the IT
Act gives the government
power to issue directions
to block public access to
any ‘information’ through
a computer resource.
Here, the interpretation of
the Centre has led to the
successful replacement of
the.word ‘information’
with an ‘entire intermedi-
ary platform’.

Te/egram

The ban won the endorsement
of the Delhi High Court.

ing regard to its wide legis-
lative scope, encompasses
the software architecture,
codebase, databases, and
programmatic ecosystem
constituting an
application”.

Such _a sweeping ban

had disproportionately af-
fected the very section it

Access to
app restored

Access to Telegram resumed on
Tuesday after a week-long
blocking order expired. The
platform had approached the
Delhi High Court seeking a stay
on the order, but the court
held that the blocking
direction was proportionate.

deemed to protect. Many
of the 150 million Telegram

users were students and
educators who used the
platform to share study
material_and_educational
resurces  for _ NEET
preparation.




© EXPERTS SAID THE RESULTS MAY REFLECT BEUJING'S PUSH TO PROJECT SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN COMPUTING SYSTEMS

MORE THAN ITS POSITION IN THE GLOBAL Al RACE

Chinabeats US with world’s fastest supercomputer

Reuters
San Francisco, June 23

The LineShine system at

the Natioj
ntre in X
uses domestically des

The rankmg comes as the
US and China are increasingly
competing in advanced com-
puting, with US President Don-

ald Trump on Monday sngmng
an executive order thataimsto
put the US ahead of Chinain
the emerging field of quantum
computing.

But technology and policy
experts interviewed by Reuters
said the resultsdo not mean that
China has the world’s fastest
computer for Alworkbecause of
changes in the computing in-
dustry in recent years and the
methods used to compile the

Theranking comes as the US and China are increasingly competing
inadvanced computing. REuTERs

ismoresimilar to AL

Benchmark tests

For decades, supercom-
puters strung together many
separate machines to work on

complex scientific problems
such as simulating how atoms
interact with one another and
were mostly the domain of na-
tional labs and universities.
To be ranked on the

TOPS00 list, supercomputer
operators must run a set of
benchmark tests that aims to
mimicsuch work.

But in more recent years,
cloud computing companies
such as Microsoft, Amazon.com
and Alphabet’sGooglebuilt out
massive supercomputers of
their own but geared them for
Alworkinstead.

Mostof those companies do
notopttocompete foraspoton
the TOPS00 list.

A study last year by Al pol-
icy researchers Konstantin Pilz,
James Sanders, Robi Rahman
and Lennart Heim found that
SpaceX-owned XAI's Colossus
system was already likely more
powerful than the US govern-
ment’s El Capitan.

“If the hyperscalers sub-
mitted their systems, this

‘world’s fastest’ would not
crackthe top five,” said Jimmy
Goodrich, a senior fellow at
the University of California’s
Institute for Global Conflict
and Cooperation.

Chip design efforts




® DEFENCE

From Ukralne to Leban()n ‘invisible’ drones are redcfining asymmetric warfare

Abhinav Chakraborty
New Delhi, June 23

emissions can be picked up,” Group Captain

Rajiv Kumar Narang (retired), a drone sys
jorfellowat!

Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and

Analy old The Indian Ex;

AFRAGILE
Israel Defense Forces: (IDF)and Hezbollah
in Lebanon. This came after months of
fighting that saw the Iran-backed militia
deploying a low-cost weapon to lethal ef-
fect against Israel’s advanced electronic
warfare systems: fibre-optic drones.

‘Invisible’ drones
'WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

)ammmg systems, has found it tough to

Areportin The Jerusalem Post pointed

since April, belitin the form of wounded
soldiers or destroyed armoured vehicles.

to present a r;mgc of solutions to the IDF.
Amom, them were energy-based systems,

Effective is preceded by
‘detection and tracking. According to Nar-
dng. detection requires proactive systems.

“We needto develop better radars and, of
gourse, eleetro-optic systems and infrared
systems. They should beabletoprovide real-
time detection, identification, and tracking
offsmiall, slowand low flying drones,” hesaid.

Narangsaid the only source for detection
of a fibre-optic drone i its radar cross-sec-

A Ukraini P d itha isible

fibre-optic wirefor communication, itis to radar. This requires highly capable
radar s ultwith
current technological levels.

jamming, detection; and fixing of position.
Fib h <
pti

Tacklingthe threat

'mese drones have found a new battle-
L hannn where IIELbol~

testingground forinnovation in drone war-
fare. Narang said that given traditional

In terms of neutralisation, the drone’s

sma]l sue and lack of] R.F signals poseanad-

time for

detection. Drone neutralisation systems,
being multi-sensor and multi-shooter sys-

to theiruseof
GPS orradio control, they are susceptibleto

create their

Thy IDF.
isthrough this cable, and this thin wire pro- cateiat Israel, despite its sophisticated

ems, ar as-
sured neulmhsauon ofhostile dmnes

force tocaptureand immobilise the drone.

Another proposed solution are kmcl

terception systems — also called *

k|I| - \vlmh dmmy targets such as lml~
h( tile drones

force

The Indian context

India’s four-day conflict with Pakistan

last May in the aftermath of the Pahalgam
terrorattack also saw extensive use of drone
swarms and loitering munitions. Since
then, India has sought to learn from itsown
experience as well as other battlegrounds.

iNce jamming may Not be an option
against fibre-optic drones, Narang said that
India could also develop Light Combat
Helicopters and Light Combat Aircraft,
among others, as airborne counter-drone
platforms. Narang also suggested greater
use of Aland upgxadatmn of munmonsm
detectionand
brid and mobile air defence systems toen-
hance accuracy and effectiveness.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM/EXPLAINED




As Vance leads negotiations with Iran,

Trump creates disruptions in his path

The New York Times

AS VICE President J D Vance
entered the fifth hour of negoti-
ationswith Iranian leaders over
the weekend, President Donald
Trump weighed in with an
ill-timed threat to start bomb-

ForVance, thiswasthelatest
example of his increasingly
tricky roleasthe frontmaninthe
US negotiations with Iran, as
Trump repeatedly creates dis-
ruptions in his path.

On Monday, Vance said.the
first round of talks had laid “a
successful foundation” for

»
PEJ

Vice President J D Vance in
Switzerland. ap

nomination, the situation re-

Karim Sadjadpour, a senior
fellow at the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace,
said Vance wasin arisky spot. He
could get credit for ending an
unpopularwar, Sadjadpoursaid.
Orhemayend up being “viewed
as the architect of an American
humiliation and adeal thatcon-
cedesbillionsofdollarstoacom-
mitted US adversary.”

Making the situation even
more difficult, the V-P must de-
pend on the cooperation of Tran’s
Revolutionary Guard com-
manders. “That’s not an auspi-
cious position forany American
politician, let alone an aspiring
president,” Sadjadpour said.

And even as Americans are
clamoring for Trump adminis-
tration to stop the fighting and
bring down energy costs, Sad-
jadpour argued Americansseem
to care more about how wars
end. He pointed out that Presi-
dentJoeBiden nose-divedinthe
polls after the withdrawal of
American forces from Afghanis-
tan, during which 13 US service
members were Killed. “Ameri-
cans dislike wars, but they dis-
like defeats even more,” he said.

Almost immediately after
Vance left Switzerland, the
foundation he outlined for a
possible longer-term deal
started showing cracks. Vance
said Iran had agreed to invite
IAEAinto the country, but Iran
said they had made “no new
commitments.”



Afghan Taliban hold first, closed-door
discussions with EU on.deportations

Associated Press
Brussels, June 23

measures,” the Taliban’s diplo-
matic presence in the EU and a

A DELEGATION from the
Afghan Taliban met Tuesday
with European Union staff in
Brussels for closed-door talks
that focused on diplomatic ser-
vicesand the “dignifiedreturns”  “historic”, Abdul Qahar Balkhi,
of Afghans to the war-ravaged  aspokesperson for the Taliban
nation, a Taliban official said. Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said

BiEaSTaECPONEeREE talks focused on “trust-building




Sri Lanka decides to appoint military-led dengue
monitoring unit amid surge in cases across island

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

According to a state-
ment from the President’s
office, the decision was ta-
ken at a meeting chaired by
Minister of Health and
Mass Media, Dr. Nalinda
Jayatissa, at the Presiden-
tial Secretariat on Monday.
The monitoring unit will
strengthen legal enforce-
ment measures and furth-
er reinforce dengue pre-
vention activities through
the “Community Empo-

werment and Public Safety
Committees” established

at the local level, the state-
ment said.

itoring unit, “under the
leadership of the Tri-Forc-
es”, will strengthen legal
enforcement - measures
and further reinforce den-
gue prevention activities,
the statement said.

Dengue mosquito larvae inside a pipette tube after being collected
during an inspection of houses in Colombo, Sri Lanka. REUTERS

dia reports, Mr. Jayatissa
warned that the island’s
hospital system could
come under severe strain if
dengue cases continued to

was certified malaria-free
by the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) in 2016, and
the last indigenous malaria
cases were reported over a
decade ago, in 2012. Ho-
wever, the island grapples
with chikungunya, which
had experienced a large
outbreak in 2025, and den-

gue outbreaks from time to
time, especially around its
MONSOO0N Seasons.

Sri Lanka witnessed a
massive dengue outbreak
in 2017 with a total of
1,86,101 cases, the largest
outbreak so far, and 440
dengue-related deaths
were reported. The years
2019 and 2023, too, saw
outbreaks, prompting
authorities to launch a ‘Na-
tional Strategic Plan’ for
the prevention and control
of dengue.

The number of dengue
patients increases during
the second and fourth
quarters of each year, coin-
ciding with the monsoon
rains. “Large-scale out-
breaks of dengue have oc-
curred every three to four
years with high intensity,”
a 2024 report pointed out.




Tehran says it won’t permit IAEA
inspectors at bombed nuclear sites

US. President Trump and Vice-President Vance have said Iran would allow nuclear inspections of its sites long into the
future’; Mohammad Ghalibaf says the Strait of Hormuz ‘will never return’ to the days of free passage before the conflict

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

have signed a memoran-
dum of understanding to
end a war that sowed
chaos across West Asia and
rattled the global econo-
my, embarking on a 60-day
period to settle broader is-
sues. Diplomacy on that fi-
nal deal ramped up on
Tuesday, with Iran’s leader

Destroyed buildings at Isfahan Nuclear Technology Centre after it
was hit by U.S. air strikes, in Isfahan, Iran, on June 22, 2025. REUTERS

heading to mediator Pakis-
tan, U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio setting off on
a tour of Gulf allies, and Le-
banon and Israel due for
direct talks in Washington.

Ministry spokesperson Es-
maeil Baqaei told a press

Iran’s UN ambassador
AliBahreinialso told press-
Eersons on Tuesday “there

asn't been such a deci-
ion” accept IAEA
inspectors.

It came as Tehran’s top
negotiator ~ Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf said the
strategic Strait of Hormuz

“will never return” to the
days of free passage before
tﬁé war, despite gotﬁ sides
agreeing to Set up commu-
nication lines to EeeE it

open,



[ran-U.S. pact has
helped in energy,
fertilizer flow: govt.

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

At a press briefing here,
Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said there
had been two-way traffic of
India-specific vessels
through the Strait of Hor-
muz at least since June 17,
while officials indicate that
a permanent pause in hos-
tilities is essential to nor-
malise _maritime traffic
through the waterway that
faced Tran- and U.S.-im-
posed chokehold for near-
ly three-and-a-half months.

Randhir Jaiswal

»
b

said Mr. Jaiswal, indicating
that the shipping situation
has been positive in the

past few days.
“As of today, we have 10
Indian-flagged vessels

which are still in the Per-
sian Gulf region. In addi-
tion, two have recently ar-
rived there,” said Mr.
Jaiswal, further indicating
that the 10 ships that re-
main in the Gulf are part of
the international collection
of vessels that are stuck in
the Persian Gulf since the
war erupted between U.S.-
Israel and Iran.

added Mr. Jaiswal, explain-
ing that the arrival of ves-
sels indicated that the mar-
itime flow had been helped
by the MoU.



Infosys set to tap into
$400-bn worth Al

opportunity by 2030

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As the industry is going
through a major technolo-
gy transition, Infosys is col-
laborating with 90% of its
top 200 clients on their Al
journey, which positioned
the tech major well to tap
into an Al-first services op-
portunity of $300-400 bil-
lion by 2030, said Chair-
man Nandan Nilekani.

He was addressing sha-
reholders during the com-
pany’s 45th AGM here on
Tuesday. “The Al deploy-
ment gap in our large en-
terprise clients is real, and
closing that gap is where
the work is. AI will not re-
place companies like ours.
It will amplify those who
move with purpose and
adapt with speed,” Mr. Ni-
lekani said. adding that
more thanthree years after
GenAlI’s launch, Infosys re-
mained more relevant than
ever-and was well-posi-
tioned for the decade
ahead.

“The defining oppor-
tunity lies in integrating in-
telligent Al systems with
mission-critical enterprise
platforms. The greatest va-
lue will come from com-
bining the world of models
and agents with traditional
transaction systems that
continue to underpin en-
terprise operations. That
convergence is where the
next wave of opportunities
would emerge,” he said.

Mr. Nilekani further said
that the AI era required
fresh learning and new
‘mental models’ and the
company was systematical-

Nandan Nilekani

ly building talent for the
new era.

Infosys recruited more
than 20,000 college grad-
uates during FY2026 and
ended with a workforce of
over 3,25,000 employees,
Mr. Nilekani added.

Highlighting the compa-
ny’s performance, he said
fiscal 2026 had been a year
of disciplined execution
and resilience for Infosys,
even as the external envi-
ronment continued to
evolve.

The company delivered
$20.2 billion in revenue,
growing 3.1% in constant
currency, while maintain-
ing a strong adjusted oper-
ating margin of 21% and
generated $3.7 billion free
cash which is 112.6% of net
profit. This was the second
consecutive year the com-
pany had generated free
cash flows of more than
100% of net profit, he said.

“Large deal TCV for fis-
cal 2026 was at $14.9 bil-
lion, with 55% being net
new. This reflects the
strong trust our clients
have in us and relevance of
our strategy, and provides
a robust foundation to
build on in the months
ahead,” he explained.



