India finalises request

letter for 114 Rafales, to

send it to France soon

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 24

INDIA HAS finalised the Letter
of Request (LoR) for the pro-
curement of 114 Rafale fighter
jets for the IAF and is expected
tosend it to France “very soon”,
within the “next few weeks”,
The Indian Express has learnt.
Around 90 jets [rom this sel
of 114 are to be manufacturedin
India through a collaboration
between the French manufac-
turer Dassault Aviation.and an
Indian company, while the rest

requirements needed.

In such procurements, the
Defence Acquisition Council
(DAC) first grants its approval,
following which'the LoR is is-
sued. Oncethe foreign govern-
ment responds, mentioningthe
price, availability and logistical
support; negotiations take place
between the two sides. The
Cabinel Commillee on Securily
(CCS) has to grant approval be-
fore the final contract is signed.

~In this case, the LoR came
three months after the DAC
cleared the long-awaited pro-

will arrive in fly-away condition.

Senior officials said that
soon after France responds to
the LoR, India will formalise
theRequest for Proposal (RFP)
for aequisition.

An LoR is a formal govern-
ment-to-government docu-
ment used to initiate such pro-
curement, under the Foreign
Military Sales (FMS) or Intergov-
ernmental Agreement (IGA)
route, outlining the capabilities,
quantities and technical

posal to buy the Rafales under
an inter-governmental deal.
TAF Chief Air Chief Marshal AP
Singh is scheduled to visit
France early next month before
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
visits later in June.

TheIAF already operates 36
Rafales, and the Navy is set to
induct 26 Rafale M aircraft for
carrier operations over the next
few years. The procurement of
additional Rafales will help
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ﬁfales

minimise logistical and train-
iNg costs.

The indigenous content of
thejets would be nearly 50 per
cent. While having complete
access to the source codeis un-
[ikely, India has been negotiat-

ingtoobtain the Interface Con-
frol Documents (ICD) for the
digenous weapons such as
ASTra and BrahMos-NG. An
ICDisatechnical blueprintén
how an aircraft's onboard sys=
tems communicate with exter-
nal weapons, sensors«and
equipment.

The Governmentis aiming

tosign the contract by the end
of thiS'year, once commercial
negotiations conclude and
the CCS.approves the acquisi-
tion.

The process for the acquisi-
tion of modern fighter jets for
IAF has picked up over the past
year after a long wait of nearly
18 years. The Rafales will be
critical in filling the gap in the

IAF's fighter squadron
STreTgrn, which stands at 29
against the sanctioned
Strength of 42. They are ex-
pectedto oridge this capability
gap until the maturity of In-
mﬁ%er— To-
grammes. TCA MKiA. TCA

vanced Medium Combat

Alrcrait (AMCA).
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‘Centre offering Ladakh unique governance

model; demand for Statehood to continue’

Leh Apex Body co-convener says Ladakh has been promised protection under Article 371 as the govt. is ‘adamant on not giving Sixth Schedule status
to the Union Territory’; on being offered the provision of UT. with a legislature, he says ‘there are many issues thatare to be discussed with the govt.

INTERVIEW

Cherring
Dorjay Lakruk

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

ast Friday, the Un-
L ion Home Ministry
proposed a _new

mechaliSMfo_grant 13-
dakh greater legislative, fi-
tive powers within the
existing Union Territory

WOTK. The proposal
was made in a meeting
with the Leh A

with_the Leh Apex Body
(LAB) and Kargil D -
cTatic Alllance (KDA), the
two major civil society bo-
dies from Ladakh.

Cherring Dorjay Lakruk,
co-convener, LAB and the
president of the influential
Ladakh Buddhist Associa-
tion, spoke on the pro-
posed agreement. Edited
excerpts:

What were the issues
discussed during the
May 22 meeting with the
Home Ministry?

The Union government has
reservations_al i

Schedule status and also in

granting Statehood to La-
~They never agreed to
these two demands in the
falks held in the past.
During the last round of
talks (February 4), they of-
fered safeguards available
under Article 371 A of the
Constitution. On May 22,
we did raise our existing
demands. We said _if you

cannot_give _Statehood,
then give us U.T. with legis-
Tature, even that was not
accegtaEle to_them as La-

dakh would _then_have to
generate its own_revenue
without Central assistance.

e government has pro-
mised us legislature at ULT.
level and protection under
lr_ua?%' they do not
concede to Sixth Sc|

Xrticle 371 is acceptable.

Since 2020, you have
been demanding
Statehood and the Sixth
Schedule. Is this nota
climbdown from your
original demands?

The government is ada-
mant on not giving Sixth
Schedule status to Ladakh.
It said the entire State can-
not.be included under
Sixth Schedule. It is not
true; Meghalaya is an_ex-
ample. Under_this_provi-
sion, eg}'s ative powers are

there with districts but un-

der Article 371, we will get
safeguards for land, em-
ployment, environment at
the UT. level.

Will you continue to

demand Sixth Schedule
or Statehood?

The Centre has agreed
broadly to the proposal
and -ntense negotiations
will go on to decide the nit-
ty-gritty of it. We are _not
abandoning our demand

atehood. Even if at

present, Statehood is not

possible, we will continue
with the demand.

So, what you are being
offered is a unique
arrangement by the
Centre where the head
of the elected
representatives will not
be referred to as a Chief
Minister?

This is a unique arrange-
ment in the entire country.
The government did_not
§ay that the elected head
cannot be referred to as a

lef Minister. We are yet
{o get £ clarity on whatthe
élected members would be

own as. There are many
issues that are to be dis-
cussed with the govern-
ment. They will come up
with a proposal and we will
also send ours.

Is there a timeline?

We have said that we will
submit our proposal with-
in a week, but the govern-
ment has not fixed a dea-

ine or a timeline. We
insisted that it should be
done as soon as possible.
The problem is Home Mi-

nTsfg* calls for_a_meeting
and then they forget abont

it for the next four to five

months. It _is__being
Sfretched and we want the
Eﬁ.‘%’_—ﬂﬂd be resolvedand fi-
nafised soon.

‘Was the September 24,
2025, violence in Leh
city, where four people
were killed during
protests, discussed in
the meeting with the
Ministry?

We reiterated our demand
for compensation to the
next of kin of the deceased
and those injured during
the violence and also in-
sisted on withdrawal of cri-
minal cases against the lo-
cals. The government said
when the final agreement
is reached, then these is-
sues can be looked into
sympathetically.

Does the government
agree that the four
persons were killed in
police firing?

It is beyond doubt that
they were killed in police
firing, nobody else fired
other than the police that

day. The judicial inquiry
led bi retlrea sisgm-ﬁle
Court judge [Balbir Singh

Chauhan] is yet to submit
its repOrt. -
posed before the commis-

$ion have been Cross-exa-

mined. We are waiting for
the final report. There
have been multiple breaks
as the judge is in Delhi.

The government had
earlier detained climate
activist Sonam
Wangchuk under
National Security Act
and now he is participa-
ting in the talks. What is
his role in the ongoing
negotiations?

He is like any other mem-
ber of the Leh Apex Body.
He attended the sub-com-
mittee meeting (May 22)
and will participate in the
high-powered committee
meeting (led by Minister of
State for Home Nityanand
Rai) next.

Why are you protesting
since 2020?

When we were part of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, we were
protected by Article 370 of
the Constitution. Our land
was safe from outsiders.
Since Article 370 was re-
moved, we are without sa-
feguards. There is a lot of
barren land here, if outsid-
ers come and settle here,
we will be minorities in our
own land. People feared
this and that is why we hit
the streets.



Rubio, Jaishankar stress need

for ‘unimpeded’ maritime trade

‘Tactical relations the US. has with other countries will not come at the ‘expense’ of strategic alliance with India, says U.S.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio; Trump speaks over the phone at an event, says India can 100% count on the US. President

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

he United States
Tworks with many
countries at a “tac-

tical” level, but those rela-
tions will not disturb the
strategic partnership with
India, U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said
here on Sunday.
Addressing a joint press
conference at the Hydera-
bad House lawns, Mr. Ru-

bio said the idea of a “free
and open Indo-Pacific”

went beyond the Indo-Pac-
ific to other “international
waters” and accused Iran
of blocking the Strait of

uz while sponsoring

ProXy terror groups.
_mocca-
sion, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar ack-
nowledged the disruption
to supply chains because of
the U.S.-Israel war on Iran,
and said that both India
and the US. had “very
strong interest” to ensure
“safe and unimpeded mar-
itime commerce™.

“As far as our relations
with other countries, yeah,
we have relations and we
work at the tactical level,
for example, and in many
other ways with countries
all over the world. So does
India. That’s what respon-
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Pivotal talk

s: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio addressing

b Ay

the press at Hyderabad Housein New Delhi after their meeting on Sunday. SHIVKUMAR PUSHPAKAR

sible nation states do but I
don’t view our relation

WIth any country in the

S coming at the ex-
pense of our strategic al-
fance with Inala...,ﬂ Mr.
RUBI0 said. He was res-
ponding to a question on
the Pakistan-U.S. ties that
are being discussed world-
wide because of the promi-
nent role that Pakistan has
been playing in bringing
the conflict in the Gulf to a
pause.

Mr. Rubio, who arrived
in India for a four-day visit
on Saturday, held a day-
long meeting with Mr.

Jaishankar and other offi-
cials of the Indian side in-
cluding Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri, in which
energy, bilateral trade, and
visa issues for skilled In-
dian workers were among
the items discussed.

Trump speaks

Later on Sunday night, U.S.
President Donald Trump
called Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi a “great
friend” and said India can
“count on me 100%”. In a

téfephone call with U.S.

Ambassador Sergio_Gor,
which was played out loud

during an event at the Bha-
rat Mandapam celebrating
'S, indepen-
dence, where both Mr.
Jaishankar and Mr. Rubio
were present, Mr. Trump
said the U.S. was closer to
India than ever. “I love the
Prime Minister.. I am a big
fan [of Mr. Modi]... we have
never been closer to India
and India can count on me
100% and our country. If
they [India] ever need
elp, they know where to
S M. Trump said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Congress
targets Modi
over Rubio’s
trade claim

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Targeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio’s statement that In-
dia has committed to pur-
chasing $500 billion worth
of American goods over
the next five years, the
Congress on Sunday al-
leged that the “compro-
mised PM” was going the
extra mile to appease his
“good friend”.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh questioned why
key announcements relat-
ing to India’s foreign policy
and bilateral engagements
were emanating from
Washington rather than
New Delhi. Noting that In-
dia’s annual imports from
the U.S. stood at $52.9 bil-
lion, he said this would
have to be doubled to ho-
nour the commitment
claimed by Mr. Rubio.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Rubio, Jaishankar stress
for maritime trade

Mr. Rubio’s visit to India is the first by a senior offi-
cial from Washington since the U.S. and Israel
launched the war on Iran on February 28. He
claimed that the war had “clear goals” and accord-
ingly, the U.S. campaign had destroyed Iran’s Na-
vy and “long-range” missile capability, saying
“Iran can never possess a nuclear weapon”.

He focused on the chokehold that Iran has sus-
tained on the Strait of Hormuz. “And look what
they’re doing now. They are holding hostage civi-
lian vessels, including ships that have now been
stuck in the Persian Gulf. They have laid mines in
an international waterway. And yet, despite all of
that, the United States remains committed to find-
ing a peaceful, a diplomatic solution to this erisis,”
said Mr. Rubio.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi,
who visited New Delhi earlier this month, had said
the Strait of Hormuz falls within the territorial wa-
ters of Iran and Oman and that “there is no inter-
national waters in between.”

The visiting dignitary and Mr. Jaishankar both
referred to the challenges that have emerged be-
fore the energy market in recent months and
sought an end to the stalemate. “We are working
on having an open Strait of Hormuz without tolls,”
Mr. Rubio said, contradicting Iranian officials who
had claimed in Delhi that Iran would start charg-
ing money from the transiting ships for the servic-
es that it provides in the Strait.

Mr. Jaishankar outlined India’s varied interests
covering strategic and energy domains. India is
among “very few countries” that have “very
strong relations” with the U.S. Israel, Iran and the
Gulf countries, he said. However, he cited the
“current situation in Hormuz’ and said that to deal
with the prevailing risks, it is necessary to diversi-
fy India’s energy supplies.

Responding to a question on the Trump admi-
nistration taking a tough line on trade relations
with India, Mr. Rubio said it was not aimed at In-
dia alone and that it was a general trade Qohcy
that the Trump administration came 0
counter the “outsourcing-based” economy of pre-
vious U.S. administrations.

(With inputs from PTI)




Quad grouping is

‘'vital, says Japan’s

Foreign Minister

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Responding to concerns
that the Quad has lost its
relevance, Japanese Fo-
reign Minister Toshimitsu
Motegi has said that the
four-nation grouping re-
mains a “vital framework”.
In a written interview with
The Hindu ahead of the
Quadrilateral Foreign Mi-
nisters’ Meeting in New
Delhi on Tuesday, Mr. Mo-
tegi indicated that “cooper-
ation over critical miner-
als” needed for green
energy and high technolo-
gy would be at the top of
the meeting agenda.

Japan is working on crit-
ical minerals” projects in
India, he said while calling
for .improved infrastruc-
ture, more tax subsidies,
and protection for intellec-
tual property rights.

The Quad meeting,
which will see External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
host Mr. Motegi, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio,
and Australian Foreign Mi-
nister Penny Wong, is ex-
pected to take stock of the
conflict in West Asia, the
Strait of Hormuz blockade,
and U.S. President Donald
Trump’s visit this month to
China. It will also set the
agenda for the Quad Sum-
mit that has not taken
place since 2024 amid In-

w

Toshimitsu Motegi

dia-U.S. tensions on a num-
ber of issues.

“The Quad remains a vi-
tal framework among
countries that share funda-
mental values and strategic
interests. It has delivered
concrete results across a
wide range of areas, in-
cluding maritime security,
economic security, and cy-
bersecurity,” Mr. Motegi
said, but side-stepped qu-
eries on why the mechan-
ism finds little mention in
strategy documents of
member countries.

He declined to respond
to a specific question on
whether the U.S.’s torpedo-
ing of the Iranian ship IRIS
Dena in the Indian Ocean
on March 4 would be
raised by fellow Quad
members, given their agen-
da of ensuring peace and
stability in -Pacific
region.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Quad grouping is ‘vital™:
Japan’s Foreign Minister

Although the Quad Foreign Ministers met twice in
2025, the grouping has found little or no mention
in recent strategic documents issued by the U.S.,
Australian, and Japanese governments.

The U.S. National Security Strategy, released in
November 2025, says the country will “encourage
New Delhi to contribute to Indo-Pacific security”,
including through the Quad, but did not detail its
plans for the grouping any further.

On May 2, Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Ta-
kaichi announced Japan’s ‘Updated Free and
Open Indo-Pacific’ policy during a visit to Viet-
nam, a document that mentions the Quad just
once, in the context of the critical minerals
initiative.

The Japanese Foreign Minister said Tuesday’s
meeting would discuss “regional and global situa-
tions” and send “an unwavering message that the
Quad would continue to robustly advance practi-
cal cooperation toward the realisation of a Free
and Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)”.

In-April, Ms. Takaichi had also proposed a
“Partnership On Wide Energy and Resources Resi-
lience (POWERR Asia)”, at an event attended vir-
tually by Mr. Jaishankar that will coordinate on oil,
gas and renewables procurement, financing and
storage mechanisms to deal with the energy crisis
as a result of the Iran conflict.

“The countries most affected by disruptions in
the supply of energy and resources passing
through the Strait of Hormuz are those in Asia,
and these impacts extend to all countries closely
connected through supply chains,” Mr. Motegi
told The Hindu.




Suicide bombing attack near

railway track Kkills at least 24

in Pakistan’s Baloch province

Associated Press
QUETTA

At least 24 people were
killed and over 70 wound-
ed in Pakistan’s Balochis-
tan province on Sunday
when a suicide bomber
detonated an explosives-la-
den vehicle near a railway
track as a passenger train
passed through Quetta, the
provincial capital, officials
said.

The outlawed Baloch
Liberation Army (BLA) la-
ter claimed responsibility
for the attack in a state-
ment sent to journalists.
The militant group, which
demands independence
from Pakistan’s central go-
vernment, said it targeted
a train carrying security
personnel.

The attack, in an area
usually having security
forces present, badly dam-
aged several nearby build-
ings “and. smashed more
than..a dozen vehicles
parked along the road, ac-
cording to eyewitnesses.
Footage shared online
showed two of the train
coaches overturn from the
force of the explosion and
catch fire, sending thick
black smoke into the air.

Doctors at local hospi-
tals said more than 20 peo-
ple were under treatment
in critical condition.

Pakistan’s President Asif

Security personneél and local people carry out rescue efforts at the
site of the explosionin Quetta, Pakistan, on Sunday. Ap

Ali  Zardari, who de-
nounced the bombing,
said militants and their
backers sought to under-
mine Pakistan’s role in re-
gional and international
peace efforts. He promised
in a statement that his
country “will defeat terro-
rists, their facilitators, fi-
nanciers and those provid-
ing them safe havens.”

Strongly condemning
the attack, Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, in a post on X,
called it a “cowardly act of
terrorism” and offered
condolences to the families
of the victims.

Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Sarfraz Bugti said the
militants targeted “inno-
cent civilians, including
women and children,” and
vowed to “hunt [those res-
ponsible down]”.

A medical emergency
has been declared at hospi-
tals in Quetta following the
explosion, and an investi-
gation has been launched,
Balochistan provincial go-

vernment spokesperson
Shahid Rind said.

Restive region

The oil- and mineral-rich
region in southwestern Pa-
kistan has long been the
scene of a low-level insur-
gency with security forces,
government installations,
and civilians in the pro-
vince and elsewhere in the
country being frequently
targeted.

In November 2024, at
least 26 people, security
personnel among them,
were Kkilled in a similar at-
tack on a train station in
Quetta, which was also
claimed by the BLA.




India can count on me

100%... anything India

wants, they get: Trump

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 24

JOINING AN event hosted by
the US Embassy here to cel-
ebrate the 250th anniversary of
America’s Independence Day,
US President Donald Trump,in
a a live phone call on Sunday,
assured his “100 per.cent” sup-
port to India.

“I love India... I love the
Prime Minister. (Narendra)
Modi is'great. He’s my friend,
and Ijustwanttosay avery,very
goodevening to everybody this

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Trump

morning here, and this evening
there. And I just want to say,
you're great. We've never been
closer to India, and India can
count on me 100 per cent and
our country,” Trump said.

"We have arecord economy,
a record stock market. And any-
thing India wants, they get.
And I'm a big, big fan of Prime
Minister Modi," he said.

Trump was on speaker
phone with US Ambassador
Sergio Gor, who called him up
ataround 9pmIST (1130 amin
Washington DC), asabout 1,500
guests, including US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio and Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar, attended the event.

Addressing the event at
Bharat Mandapam, Rubio said:
“2. We know that so much of
what we achieved in our his-
tory has been built in partner-
ship with other countries
around the world, with which
we share so much. And one of

those relationshipsthatlamso
excited about going into... given
the challenges and the oppor-
tunitiesof thisnewera, isIndia.
It'sone ofthose countries that1
know that we have this very
valuable strategic partnership
with, and we share so many
values and so many common
interests.”




"I will try to go through
other celebrations of our 250th
birthday in different parts of
theworld, although I doubtany
will have a production like this
one, but I want you to know
that part of my visit hereisalso
to reinforce how important this
relationship is, how exciting it
is, and how many opportun-
ities we have to do things to-
gether. IfIthinkaboutall ofthe
keyissues and all of the key op-
portunities of the modern
economy, India and the US to-
gether are... perfectly posi-
tioned to work together on
these issues to achieve a better
life for the people of the United
States, for the people of India,
and frankly, for the people of
other countries working to-
getheraswell,” hesaid.

“Today, ourtwo countries
approach the world with cer-
tain common attributes. We are
both political democracies, we
aremarket economies, and we
are open societies. These
shared traits have, in recent
times, been strengthened by a
convergence of national inter-
ests, and that is precisely what
hasenabled ustoovercomethe
hesitations of history. Our stra-
tegic partnership is expressed
now in a very wide range of ac-
tivities. Theyspan tradeandin-
vestment, defence and secur-
ity, critical and emerging
technologies,” Jaishankar
said.

Music composer A R Rah-
man was among those who per-
formed at the event.




Trum

says U.S. will not ‘rush into a

eal’ with Iran, blockade to remain

Negotiations are proceeding in an orderly and constructive manner, says the US. leader; Republican lawmakers express

fears of a deal favourable to Iran; report says new agreement to reopen Hormuz Strait for 60 days, put off nuclear talks

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump said on
Sunday that he had

told U.S. negotiators “not
to rush into a deal” with
Iran, amid anticipation —
and mounting criticism -
of an agreement to end the
war in West Asia.

account.

“The Blockade will re-
main in full force and effect
until an agreement is

P
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Tide seekers: Childrén play bythé water on a beach in Bandar

Abbas, Iran as vesselsiare seen in the Strait of Hormuz. REUTERS

reached,
signed.”

certified,

and

response to the U.S.-Israeli
attacks on Iran that began
on February 28.

“Both sides must take
their time and get it right,”
Mr. Trump wrote in the
same post. “Our relation-
ship with Iran is becoming

a much more professional
and productive one. They
must understand, howev-
er, that they cannot deve-
lop or procure a Nuclear
Weapon or Bomb,” Mr.
Trump wrote.

Details of potential deal
While the White House has
not released aspects of the
deal, Iran Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Bagaei
said on Saturday that the

toward

trend

rapprochement.”
Several voices, notably

among Republican law-

makers close to Mr.

Trump, expressed fears of
an agreement favourable
to Iran as supposed aspects
of the deal that began to
leak.

According to news out-

The top Republican se-
nator overseeing defence
policy, Roger Wicker, said
that agreeing to a “ru-
moured 60-day ceasefire-
“would mean, “everything
accomplished by Opera-
tion Epic Fury would be for
naught!”




Ebola toll tops 200 in
DRC, other African

countries seen at risk

Agence France-Presse
ADDIS ABABA

Officials in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC)
updated the death toll
from the Ebola outbreakto
204 late on Saturday.

A Health Ministry state-

African country, from 867
suspected cases. One per-
son'in Uganda has died.
The World Health Or-
ganization has declared
the outbreak of the highly
contagious haemorrhagic

fever an - international
emergency.

On Saturday, the African
Union’s health agency
warned that more coun-
tries on the continent were
atrisk of being affected by
the Ebola virus, in addition
to the DRC and Uganda.

“" 4 t
risk,” said Jean Kaseya,
head of the Africa Centres
for Disease Control and

Prevention, listing Angola,
T A T
can Republic, the Republic
; )
Rwanda, _South _Sudan,
fanzanis and Zambi



The U.S. ends Russia oil waiver, implications for India

he United States’ decision to tighten

restrictions again on Russian seaborne

oil may seem like another chapter in

the sanctions battle over the Ukraine
war. But beneath the headlines lies a much larger
story — one that directly affects India and much of
the developing world.

The issue is no longer just Russia. It is whether
simultaneous geopolitical shocks without causin,
prolonged inflation, supply Insecurity an
e —For over three

€ world has attempted an unprecedented
balancing act: keeping one of the largest oil
exporters under heavy sanctions while trying to
maintain stable energy prices. That balancing act
is becoming increasingly fragile. The latest
restrictions come at a sensitive moment. Oil
markets are already unsettled by conflict in West

Sia, persistent disruptions in maritime trade

routes and growing concerns over the Strait of

Hormuz, the world’s most critical oil transit

chokepoint. In such conditions, even policy
signals from Washington can alter freight rates,
m'mmfmmmz—
expectations almost Overnignt.

Why India cannot ignore this development
India imports nearly 90% of its crude oil and is
{TIC WOTTd'S (T d-Targest Importer as well as one
of the fastest-growing energy consumers. Unlike
many developed economies, where energy
and nas plateaued, Idia s energy needs will

keep rising wuh industrialisation, urbanisation
and expanding mobility. It is this reality that
shapes India’s energy choices.

When Russian crude began flowing into India
in large vi er , many in the west
vie opolitical lens. India saw it

Shrikant Madhav

Former Chairman of
IndianOil Corporation
Ltd. and

an energy strategist

The world's
emerging
economies are
increasingly
being caught
between
geopolitics and
energy survival

How energy shocks travelinto

India’s economy

The implications for India extend far beyond crude prices alone. Modern
energy disruptions now transmitthrough multiple interconnected channels

Energy shock Immediate impact

Higher crude oil prices | Costlier imports

Secondary impact on India

Inflation and rupee pressure

Strait of Hormuz

disruption Supply.uncertainty
Shipping insurance Higher landed
surge crude cost
Russianerude Reduced supply
restrictions, flexibility

LPG and fuel logistics stress
-_—

Refining margin pressure
——

Higher sourcing costs

Freight disruptions Delayed cargoes

Inventory and stock
management strain

as an economic stabiliser during a period of
extreme volatility. Russian oil helped moderate
inflationary Eressures_-d'Lﬁ— —Improved rennery
economics and reduced dependence on any
single region. It provided supply flexibility at a
time of great turbulence in global energy
markets. Critics often frame the debate as
morality versus commerce. But energy-importing
countries rarely have that luxury.

“TFOr Countries such as mara, energy
affordability directly affects transport costs, food
inflation, fertiiZer subsidies, manufacturing
TOmpettveness and housenold spending. A

sustained rise in crude prices quickly spreads
through the wider economy.

When sanctions meet market reality
Global oil markets are operating with little room

for psychological comfort. The world has already
seen disruptions in the Red Sea, attacks on
3 sions
T availa an
sharply higl o war-Tisk insurance premiums. In

such conditions, constraining one of the world’s
largest oil sugqh_e' IS ineviﬁﬁ_r y unsettles markets,
even 1f physical supply losses remain limited at
first.
“0il markets react not only to shortages but also
tothe fear of shortages. That fear alone can drive
prices sharply higher. Ironically, this exposes a
contradiction at the heart of the western
sanctions policy.

The U.S. and Europe want to reduce Russia’s
oil revenues. But they also want lower inflation,
stable fuel prices and uninterrupted global
T s AT T e 1
colliding with @ach other. The harder sanctions
supply balances. Once oil prices rise sufficiently,

ntinue earning substantial revenues
despite lower export volumes. In some cases,
higher global prices can partially offset the
Tmpact of sanctions themselves. This explains
y the sanctions policy has repeatedly oscillated
between aggressive rhetoric and tactical
flexibility. Markets eventually force pragmatism.
e temporary waivers and carve-outs of
recent years were not merely signs of policy
inconsistency; they reflected energy-market
realities. The uncomfortable truth is that the
modern Tuns

overwhelmingly on hydrocarbons. Despite the
A growiT ot renewables, ol fomains central
to tﬁﬁmm&_
agficulture and global trade logistics. The world
may speak of transition, but it still functions on
molecules.

For India, the challenge is even more complex.

The Strait of Hormuz remains a major strategic

Sources: IEA, Energy Institute Statistical Review, industry and shipping estimates 1) nﬂ[ﬂhi“')ﬁ carg(ing nearlx one-fifth of global

oil trade. A large share of India’s crude oil and
LPG imports transit through these waters. Any
escalation in the region could disrupt supplies,
raise shipping costs and delay deliveries. This is
why Russian crude evolved into something larger
than a discounted barrel for Asia. It emerged as a
diversification mechanism during a period of
growing uncertainty in West Asia.

The larger lesson from these developments is
that energy security itself is changing shape. In
earlier decades, countries were concerned
mainly with access to physical supply. Today,
vulnerabilities are far more complex. Energy
flows can now be disrupted by shipping
restrictions, insurance controls, financial
sanctions, tanker blacklisting, payment barriers
and maritime security risks. In effect, global
energy has become deeply entangled with
financial and geopolitical architecture.

India’s long-term energy strategy
This changing landscape has major implications
for India’s long-term strategy. India cannot rely
indefinitely on opportunistic crude sourcing
uring crises. The country needs a broader and
more resilient energy framework. That means
A dede e reserves,
diversi gmg crude sourcing regions,
strengt emnE omestic exploration, improving
refining flexibility, accelerating gas infrastructure,
expanding alternative energy pathways and
reducing dependence on vulnerable maritime
chokepoints. At the same time, India will need to
preserve strategic autonomy in energy
decision-making.

The emerging global order is becoming
increasingly fragmented. Energy trade is no
longer governed purely by economics; it is
increasingly shaped by sanctions regimes,
strategic rivalries and competing geopolitical
blocs. For major importing countries, excessive
dependence on any single geopolitical camp
carries long-term risks. India’s approach
therefore reflects not neutrality, but realism.

The years ahead are likely to witness repeated
tensions Etween EeothgEgl obiectives Eﬁd
energy-market stability. The world is entering an
W}%ﬁﬁhsa_nctﬁs, wars, maritime insecurity
and supply-chain disruptions may become
recurring features rather than temporary
exceptions. That makes resilience more
important than ideology. In the end, energy
systems obey physical realities, not political
slogans. Tankers must still move. Refineries must
still operate. Economies must still function.
Nations that fail to build diversified and resilient
energy systems may discover that, in the 21st
century, economic sovereignty increasingly
depends on the ability to navigate a fragmented
and unstable energy world.




China sends astronaut on

year-long space mission as

it eyes 2030 moon landing

Reuters
Jiuquan, May 24

CHINA SENT three astronauts
to its space station on Sunday,
one of whom will stay for a year,
arecord length for the country,
enabling the study oflong-dur-
ation human physiology in
Space as Beljing works towards
its ambition of a crewed moon
landing by 2030.

The Shenzhou-23 vessel
launched at 11:08 pm using the
Long March-2F Y23 carrier
rocket from Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Center in northwest
China, with three Chinese as-
tronauts on board:

Payload( /.specialist Li
Jiaying, a fearmer Hong Kong
police inspéctor, is the first as-
tronaut'from the city to take
partin a Chinese space mission.
The other crew members are
commander Zhu Yangzhu and
pilot Zhang Yuanzhi, both from
the People's Liberation Army's
astronaut division.

One of the three isto stay on
the Tiangong space station fora

The Shenzhou-23
vessel launched
usingthe Long
March-2F Y23
carrierrocket from
JiuquanSatellite
Launch Centerin
northwest China

1/2-month record set by a Rus-
sian cosmonautin 1995, That as-
tronautwill be decided later, de-
pending on the progress of the
mission, the China Manned
Space Agency said on Saturday.

China hassentastronautsto

its space station almost a dozen
times, but this launch comes
amid an accelerating racetothe
moon with the US, which has
warned about what it alleges
are Beijing's plans to colonise

year, one of the longest space
missions ever but shortofthe 14-

and mine lunar territory and
resources. NASA is seeking to
achieve acrewed moon landing
in 2028, two years ahead of
China. The USaimstoestablish
along-term lunar presenceasa
stepping stone to eventual
human exploration of Mars.




