With ordinance, SC judge

strength up from 33 to 37

President Droupadi Murmu has promulgated ordinance, which will be.taken up by Parliament
when it convenes; move is a step towards tiding over crisis of pendency plaguing the court

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

resident Droupadi
PMurmu has pro-
mulgated an ordi-

nance increasing the num-
ber of judges in the
Supreme Court to 37 — ex-
cluding the Chief Justice of
India._

The May 16 Gazette noti-
fication says “Parliament is
not in session and the Pre-
sident is satisfied that the
circumstances exist which
render it necessary for her
to take immediate action
[issue of ordinance]”.

The Supreme Court
(Number  of  Judges)
Amendment Ordinance,
2026, has been promulgat-
ed in accordance with the
powers of-the President
under Article 123 of the
Constitution. The ordi-
fnance will be placed in

Judicial numbers

The top court currently has a backlog of over 93,000 cases, which

is threatening to reach six figures even as the courtis'going into
summer recess, or ‘partial working days’in June

The Framers of the Constitution
had originally in Article 124(1)
envisaged a Supreme Court

consisting of the CJI and ‘not more
than seven judges’ until ‘Parliament
by law prescribes a larger number’

The Supreme Court
(Number of Judges) Act,
1956 as originally enacted,
provided for the maximum
number of judges
(excluding the CJI) to be 10

Graph shows increase in strength of the Supreme Court
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both Houses of Parliament
when it convenes. It will
cease to operate if_six
weeks expire without any
resolution passed on it af-
fer the reassembly of Par-
liament or if resolutions
are passed in both Houses

of Parliament disapproving
Tite ordinance. The Presi-
dent can withdraw the or-
dinance at any time.

The ordinance has
amended Section 2 of the
Supreme Court (Number
of Judges) Act, 1956 to re-

place the word “thirty-
three” with “thirty-seven”.

The promulgation has
happened nearly two
weeks after the Union Ca-
binet approved the propo-
sal to increase the number
of Supreme Court judges.
With the ordinance in
place, the total sanctioned
judicial strength in the Su-
preme Court, including the
Chief Justice of India, will
rise from 34 to 38.

The move is seen as a
step towards tiding over
tiie continuing crisis of
pendency plaguing the
court for years now, espe-
cially after the COVID-19
pandemic, when the facili-
fy of e-filing of cases
caught on.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Ordinance raises SC
judge strength to 37

The backlog is threatening to reach six figures
even as the court is going into summer recess or
“partial working days”, in June. The government’s
nod for more judges in the Supreme Court had
come after a six-year hiatus. Parliament had last
amended Section 2 of the Supreme Court (Num-
ber of Judges) Act, 1956 in 2019, raising the sanc-
tioned strength from 30t0 33, excluding the CJI.

At present, there are two judicial vacancies in
the top court. These are of the previous Chief Jus-
tice of India, Justice B.R. Gavai, who retired in No-
vember 2025, and Justice Rajesh Bindal, who com-
pleted office in April 2026. Three more judges are
scheduled to retire in 2026. Justices J.K. Mahesh-
wari.and Pankaj Mithal will end their tenure in
June, and Justice Sanjay Karol in August.

The Framers of the Constitution had originally
in Article 124(1) envisaged a Supreme Court con-
sisting of the Chief Justice of India and “not more
than seven judges™ until “Parliament by law pre-
scribes a larger number”.




Families seek safe return of 20 Kuki and

Naga captives as search efforts continue

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The families of 14 abducted
Kuki-Zo people in Mani-
pur’s hill districts renewed
their appeal for their safe

release, as the deadline set
by an apex Naga organisa-
tion for the State govern-
ment to track their missing
community_members _ex-
pired on Sunday evening.

More than 40 Kuki-Zo
and Naga people were held
captives by suspected ex-
tremists after three church
leaders belonging to the
Thadou tribe were killed
by unknown gunmen on
May 13.

The captors released 28
hostages — 14 each from
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Voicing dissent: Students protest in New Delhi over the recent
killing of three churchleaders from the Thadou tribe in Manipur. pTi

both ‘communities — on
May 15.

Kuki-Zo bodies said 14
members, including three
minors, are still in captivi-
ty. A Liangmai (Naga) wo-
men’s union in Kangpokpi
district reported that six

Nagas also remain hostage.

the 13 individuals from Ta-
phou Kuki village and one
from Hengbung village
who are still in custody
since May 13,” the families
wrote in a joint appeal.
The United Naga Coun-
cil extended its deadline
from 2 p.m. Saturday to 6
p.m. Sunday after the Ma-
Tipur Home Departmernit
said search operations
were ongoing. “Given the
situation, we are con-
strained to launch an inter-
“district economic blockade

"We address you today
not with the language of
politics, conflict or adver-
saries but with the raw,
heartfelt cry of mothers,
fathers, wives, and chil-
dren. We are the families of

along the National l_-!;gh-

ways in the Naga ¢
Mampur wnh lmmedlate

and release of the Naga

hostages are carried out,”
the UNC statement said.
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Great Nicobar megapro;ect Case before HC lmge_smﬁgwﬁnhamonsﬂnt

Nikhil Ghanekar
New Delhi, May 17

EARL lFR THIS month the Calcutta

Great Nicobar Island (GND i
p—r'l'h"ﬂmm;ec. e Union government and the

Nicobar
tion had raised preliminary objections re-

pe

and two other matters: on the reduction of

(he buffer zone of GaffTTic Natonal bark
fay Natio

e coun owever, overruled these ob-

jections. Under its Rs 81,000-crore GNI pro-
Wmen TOpOSCSTO DU an
int OWnship, atransshipment con-

AINCT PO, a solar and gas-base:

gan an aEreen seld dual-use military

The case

102024, Guptachallenged thedifferent
and orders 1Ssu ereunder, ing that
B

Thisincluded the constitution, b-
ovind Nagar on August12, 2022; and the
B T
VerSion, S——
Further, the Recognition of Forest
Rights (ROFR) certificate issued on August
18, 2022, by the Nicobar district’s Deputy
Commissioner, statingthatall forest i
ave 5
efore approaching the Calcutta HC,
Guptawasone of the signatories of arepre-
sentation made to the President of India re-
garding tribal ri
violations under the FRA.
The representation had not evoked
any response.

Most of the 166.10 sqkm of land being
diverted for the Great Nicobar project is
protected forest. wikMEDIA COMMONS

Challenginglegality of consent

Theplea araéesi#tthegmcessg aim-
CONSEnto! s for the diversion
as

wasalle: ille;

itdid not fol e norms under the
e

The plea alleges that not a single forest
, its'Rules, and as per & order of
the environment ministry, such claims

The' TIses pre-exisung rights
ofScheduled Tribes (STs) and other forest
dwellers,who have lived in the forests for
at least three generations. These include
both individual and community rights.

The petitionstates that theSDLC, which
cam TR SR TEA R did
not foll " e
three nembers must belong to STs,
Thcluding one woman member. But the
B T o o heimber.
mﬂyﬁmmly

gave consent (Campbell Bay, Govind
Nagar, and Laxmi Nagar) were settler pan-
chayats constituted for non-tribal settlers.
Thepleacontendsthatthese Fg Utjons—
pertaining to the diversion of 166.10 sg km

ofland o{ ‘Which D187 Sq Km s protected

forest and 8.88 sq km is deemed forest —

Were not of or forest dwellers.
=TT plca also notes that there is no rec-
ord available pertaining to a forest rights
committee, which initiates the process of
seeking claims under the FRA before a
Gram Sabha is convened.

‘Thepleaalso contests the consent of the

ounds e chail
‘Senton behaltorthe entire COMMUNtY.-

oreover, In November 2022, the council
chairman, alongwithits captains, revoked

Rights of the Shompen
Inthecaseof (he Shompen tribe which

islargely anuncontacted group, their con-

D
reanisaton Lulerlian ol
Shompen themselves, the pleastates.

The plea adds that three Shompen
settlements, located wiTT the proposed
hunting regions which sustain the south-
ern Shompen population on the GNI, will

be “denuded an ". This, itisar-
,will violate their right
and shelter, displace r-
Qrest grov

and sources of sal \g Water.
Citing the setting up of habitation for
330 ex-servicemen on the east coast of the

B 7P R e
andthat Sul juently moved into the
U
T PICA NAs Al I

faised the question of

whether the existing FRA framework is suf-

ficient for tribeslike the Shompen, whoare

semi-nomadic hunter-gatherers. The

Shompen, the plea argues, have a right to
°E s %

fit, and thus their habitat cannot be taken
away by the government.



WESI ASIA CRISIS DEEPENS

Oil market impact worse

than anticipated earlier:

The worry for India

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, May 17

T'he ongoing West Asiawar and
the Strait of Hormuz’ resultant
closure are proving more dis-
ruptive to global oil flows than
initially anticipated, especially
for large importers like India.
This crisis is aserious head-
ache for India, the world’s
third-largest consumer of
crude oil with an import de-
pendency level of nearly 90%,
making the economy and the

* ENERGY SHOCK

® The surge in global prices of oil
and gas has forced India to import
oil and gas at extremely high rates

® Moreover, OMCs are incurring
high additional costs due to
emergency sourcing and asurge
inshipping and insurancerates,
among others

® Thelonger this continues. the

worse off India will be from

foreign exchange reserves vul-

various economic standpoints

nerable to o1l price shocks.

About 40% of the oil im-
ports used to come via the
strait.

While it managed to secure
adequate crude oil volumes
from non-Gulf suppliers with-
out any disruption, refiners
have had to pay steep prices,
spending valuable foreign ex-
change. Given the scale of the
impact and the uncertainty
over the duration of the crisis,
Prime Minister Narendra Medi
recently appealed.for'pétro-

Asian oil producers like Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE,
Qatar, and Bahirainreollectively
shut in 10.5 million barrels per
day (bpd) of crude oil produc-
tion in April, up from 8.9 mil-
lionbpd in March.

The EIA has also raised its
estimate of West Asia’s oil pro-

duction shut-in for March by
19% from the earlier estimate of
7.5 million bpd. The estimated

production shut-inin Aprilisa

stretches, greater will be the
negative impact onsupplies, as
global draw downs from stored
oilinventories will alsobegin to
feel the pressure. It would lead
toeven higher energy prices, al-
though some demand destruc-
tion is also expected.

India’s growing
headache

Asia; including India, has
particularly suffered due to

supply disruptions and price
surges.

It depends on imports to
meet half of its natural gas
requirement, wi
coming through the strait. As
forliquefied petroleum gas, the
import dependency level is
60%, and 90% of those imports
came through the strait.

Heavy dependence on
energy imports has led to a
double whammy of supply
tightness and price surge.

While highly diversified
crude sourcing has helped in
ensuring adequate oil, petrol,
diesel, and jet fuel availability,

leum fuel conservationsamong
other measures, to moderate
imports and ferexoutgo.

As the'criSis deepened, the
Centre cut ex€ise duty on petrol
and diesel by Rs 10 per litre in
Tate March, and oil marketing
companies (OMCs) raised petrol
and diesel pump prices by Rs 3
per litre on Friday. Yet, they con-
tinue tobear heavy losses on fuel

sales, and are absorbing heavy
under-recoveries on LPG sale

little over 10% of

liquid fuels consumption.
The Strait of Hormuz, a key

some rationing of gas supplies
to certain industries and com-
mercial consumerswasdonein

maritime chokepoint that
handled nearly a fifth of global
oil flows before the West Asia
war began on February 28, has
seen vessel movement effec-
tively halted since then, trigger-
ing an unprecedented energy
supply crisis. Despite a fragile

ceasefire being in place for
weeks, the strait remains effec-

order to ensure adequate avail-
ability for households and a few
priority sectors.

The surge in global prices of
oil and gas has forced India to
importoiland gas at extremely
high rates, as supply security
had to be prioritised over price
considerations. Moreover,
OMCs are incurring high addi-
tional costs due to emergency
sourcing and a surge in ship-
ping and insurance rates,

and jet fuel for domestic flights, tively shut, with daily vessel
whereonlyafractionoftheprice  transits dropping to single di-
hike has been passed on. gits from an average of over 130
" . aday before the war.
Situation worse than The closure has lasted far

anticipated earlier
Asperthe latest assessment

by the US Energy Information

Administration (EIA), West

longer than what was antici-
pated initially, with noclarity on
when normal traffic will resume.

The longer this crisis

among others. And the longer
this continues, the worse off
India will be from various econ-
omic standpoints.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM




As rupee stares at100toa S, pohcvmakers

engage with alesson from justthree years ago

Rupee kept artificially stable at 82-83
for two yearsin 2023 and 2024

Aanchal Magazine
& Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, May 17

AS THE West Asia crisis con-
tinues fo put pressure on the
caEital account, internal delib-
erations among policymakers
in Delhi and Mumbai over the
last few weeks have underlined

the counter effects of -aruncial

stabilisation” of the rupee that

preceded theslidethatbeganin
2025.

OnFriday,the rupee fell past

the 96-per-dollar mark, hitting

a new record low. The reason
why the ghosts of the past have
cometo haunttoday is the steep
slide in the exchange rate of the
domesticcurrency. The rupeeis
down 5.2% against tEE dg iar
since the war began in latg Feb-
ruary and the prospec€ts of it
breaching the gsychg]ggmal
barrier of 100 has turnedaeal
Policymakers fear this may
further hurtinvestorsentiment.
“It’s like _past ghosts are
hauntingus,” atop official told

o Slide-hold-slump: Howthe rupee has fared
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The Indian Express. “If you see

the levels for the vears2023and
2024, the rupee didnot depreci-

ate much and forex washurnt
to keep it stable. [Lywas artifi-
cially held back forsolong. The
next psychological level is, of
course, 100. And if it crosses

that level, then it may slide
further,” the official said.
Policymakers see the cur-
rency remaining under press-
ure going ahead, especially as
0
defend an i e
seen as limited.

According to another per-
son aware of the discussions,
the forex market is now pricing
in the depreciation that may
have occurred in the earlier
phase of exchange rate stability,
when interventions from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had
increased significantly. This
period of stability hasled to the
current fall in the rupee appear-
ing steeper, the person said.

“If you see the curve of ru-
pee’s value over the last 2-3
years, it plateaued within a
narrow range. The effects of the

long, artificial stabilisation then
Deing ] & T

After breaching the

»CONTINUED ON PAGE2



Epee

81-per-dollar mark for the first
time in September , the
rupee moved in anarrow range
of 81-83 per dollar for the next
two years or so. It broke past 84
in October 2024 and 85 in De-
cember 2024. Since the start of
2025, the rupee is down 11%.
The RBI’s stated policy is
that it does not target any spe-
cific level of the exchange rate
and only steps in the market to
prevent excessive volatility and
ensure orderly movementin
either direction: up or down.
However, people aware of
the RBI's forex market interven-
tions in 2023 and 2024 disagree
with these assertions, arguing
that there was a huge Balance of
Payments (BoP) surplus at the
fime which was exerting up-

this trade deficit thanks to the

money that flows in from
abroad as investments and re-
mittances. When these foreign
fund flows are greater than the
trade deficit, the BoP is in sur-
pIus, which strengthens the
rupee. A negative BoP weakens
the rupee.

In 2022-23, India witnessed
a deficit of $9 billion in 2022-23
and the rupee weakened by
7.6% against the US dollar, with
the RBI selling then a record
$213 billion as its forex reserves
declined by $29 billion.

In 2023-24, the BoP moved

sharply intosurplus tothe

not only reduce its gross dollar
sales but buy $41 billion'ef for-
€Ign currency on anet basis,
leadingto the forex reserves in-
creasing by 968 billion. The
rupee, meanwhile, declined by
1.4%.

ward pressure on the rupee.
Moreover, the rupee weakened
in2024-25in line with the long-
term trend.

The BoPisthe difference be=
tween the money Indians send
abroad to pay for imperts‘and
make investments and the
money India receives from
overseas for exports and in the
form of remiftances and what
foreignersinyestin India - beit
in the sto¢K market and bonds
ordirectinvestment in the form
of factories on the ground.

As India buys more goods
and services from abroad than
it sells overseas, it suffers from
what is called a trade deficit.
However, in most years, it is
more than able to make up for

In 2024-25, the BoP moved
bacKtoadeficitof $5billion and
the rupee fell by 2.5%, largelyin
line with the average 3.2% de-
preciation witnessed in the pre-
vious 10 years. The RBI’s gross
sales jumped to a record $399
billion.

According to economists, it
is difficult to say if the rupee’s
current travails have been ex-
acerbated by how the exchange
rate moved in previous years.

“I think it’s hard to make
that assertion with great confi-
dence. For one, in 2023, the
rupee would have appreciated
and the RBIdidn’t allow for that
too much and built reservesin-
stead. In2024, it would have de-
preciated and instead RBI used

the built-up reserves to defend
the exchange rate at more stable
levels,” said Lavanya Venkates-
waran, Senior ASEAN Econ-
omist atSingapore-based OCBC
Bank.

“Ithinkirrespective of what
happened in 2023-24, the rupee
would be under pressure today.
The question may be whether
the levels wouldbe this high,
but it’s hard to’ play with a
counterfactual argument,” she
said,

Geing by current trends,
economists are increasingly of
the opinion that 100-per-dollar
is a “very imminent possibility,
either next year or even this
year”. Rajeswari Sengupta, As-
sociate Professor of Economics
at Mumbai’s Indira Gandhi In-
stitute of Development Re-
search (IGIDR), said attemptsto
stop the rupee from depreciat-
ing as per market forces “can
backfire as the issues are struc-
tural - band-aids can’t heal a
deeper wound”, adding that
“fundamental issues” need to
be addressed and structural

measures are required toattract
foreign capital.

At the same time, the con-
tinued depreciation is under-
mining measures beingunder-
takentostemthe rot.Inareport
on Friday, State Bank of India
Group Chief Economic Advisor
Soumya Kanti Ghosh said the
rupee has already approached
a “critical depreciation thresh-
old”beyond which furthercur-
rency weakness could substan-
tially erode the intended
benefits of domestic fuel price

hikes announced last week.




Trade, energy, and global

contflicts at top of agenda

during PM’s Norway visit

Suhasini Haidar
0SLO

will top the agenda as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi lands here on Mon-
day for the first bilateral vi-

sit bx an Indian Prime Mi-

nister in 43 years _to
Norway, one of the world’s
o ol and— s
exporters.

Mr. Modi is scheduled to
hold talks with Norwegian
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr
Stare, and the leaders will
address a business summit
as both countries seek new
markets and new techno-
logical collaberations.

The_ visit will also in-
dia_summit, _bringing to-
gether leaders of the five
Nordic countries of Nor-
way, Sweden, Finland, Ice-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed in Gothenburg,
Sweden. Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson is present. pTi

ter the Pahalgam attack
and the four-day India-Pa-
kistan conflict. In addition,

discussions on the conflicts
in Ukraine, Iran, and Gaza
are expected to come up in
both bilateral and multilat-
eral discussions.

India and Norway are
expected to announce
three government-to-go-
vernment MoUs.

land, and Denmark on
Tuesday. The summit had
to be cancelled last year af-

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

several key areas including
agriculture. » PAGE 10



Trade, energy, conflicts
top PM’s Norway agenda

The MoUs will focus on health cooperation, digital
infrastructure and space ties, while at least 18
MoUs are expected between businesses during
the visit, many of which will be in the field of ener-
gy. “We are discussing more and more what we
can do together on energy, and we are expecting
several business-to-business MOUs on the energy
side,” Norwegian Ambassador to India May-Elin
Stener told The Hindu, citing a big consignment of
LNG delivered to India last week, part of a 15-year
deal with Norwegian energy major Equinor.

India hopes to discuss more investment from
Norwegian pension funds, the world’s wealthiest,
the Ministry of External Affairs said in a briefing
last week. According to MEA figures, over 700
Nordic firms operate in India, and around 150 In-
dian firms have a presence in Nordic regions.

India’s bilateral trade in goods and services is
well below potential, say experts, with about $19
billion with Nordic countries, and both sides are
seeking more collaborations.

The timing of Mr. Modi’s visit to Norway and
the Nordic Summit.is also significant, given that
the leaders are converging for the first time since
2022, and the Russia-Ukraine war, Israel’s attack
on Gaza after the October 7 attacks and the U.S.-Is-
rael war with Iran,

“The world has changed a lot
since [the last Nordic-India Summit]. So, all five
Nordic countries are really looking forward to dis-
cussing geopolitical issues with the leader of the
most populous country, and there will also be a
lot of discussions on climate, on green future sus-
tainability and how we can work closely together
as democracies,” Ambassador Stener said.

All eyes will also be on India’s response to U.S.
sanctions waivers on Russian oil, which lapsed on
Saturday, and whether that will mean a decline in
India’s imports of Russian oil.

Mr. Modi held wide-ranging talks with his
Swedish counterpart Ulf Kristersson on Sunday,
focusing on trade, technology, defence, and other
key sectors. Mr. Modi, who arrived on Sunday,
was also awarded the ‘Royal Order of the Polar
Star, Degree Commander Grand Cross’ in recogni-
tion of his exceptional contribution to India-Swe-
den relationship and his visionary leadership.
(With PTI inputs)




India, Netherlands upgrade

bilateral ties, sign 17 pacts

Deals inked cover areas of water, agriculture, health, renewable energy, critical minerals and a

semiconductor project; govt. pushes back on Dutch concerns over press freedom, minority rights

Suhasini Haidar
0SLO

ndia and the Nether-
l lands upgraded bilat-

eral ties to a Strategic
Partnership during Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the country on Sa-
turday and Sunday. The

renewable energy, critical
minerals, and a semicon-
ductor fabrication project
between TATA Electronics
and Dutch company
ASML.

Recently elected Dutch
Prime Minister Rob Jetten
said he had raised “sensi-
tive topics” with Mr. Modi,

Dutch media outlets re-

Ministry later pushed back
on.

‘New momentum’

Mr. Modi said the meetings
had added a “new momen-
tum” to the India-Nether-

Diplomatic visit: Prime MinisterNarendra Modi with his Dutch
counterpart Rob Jetten at'a meeting in The Hague on Saturday. ANI

tegic Partnership to ex-

mability, we have charted
an ambitious road map for
the future,” he said in a so-
cial media post after leav-
ing the Netherlands. Mr.
Modi flew to Sweden on
Sunday for a half-day stop
as part of his five-nation
week-long visit, which will

“The strategic partner-
ship we are entering into
today between India and
the Netherlands also offers
us opportunities to discuss
sensitive topics more fre-
quently,” said Prime Minis-
ter Jetten during press
statement at his official re-

sidence, the Catshuis,
where he met with Mr. Mo-
di, Dutch newspaper Het
Parool reported.

‘Lack of understanding’
Mr. Jetten also reportedly
said that “the Netherlands
and the European Union
are worried about press

freedom and minority

rights, among them the

Muslim community and
smaller communities”. At
an External Affairs Minis-
try briefing on Sunday, two
Dutch journalists sought

George in a lengthy res-
ponse about India’s diver-
sity«in culture, language,
food, and religion to a
question from Dutch new-
spaper de Volkskrant. “To-
day we are 1.4 billion peo-
ple, diverse, living in peace
and harmony. And a demo-
cratically elected govern-
ment where peaceful tran-
sition of power happens,”
he said. However, he ad-
ded that he had not seen
the statement by Mr. Jetten
that the journalists had re-
ferred to, but was giving
the “factual position”.
“You need to have more
understanding of India to
appreciate what India is,”
he told another journalist
from NRC.

The spokesperson also
told The Hindu that the
Dutch PM “didn’t raise
anything like that in the bi-
lateral meetings or any oth-
er engagement with PM”.

Mr. George acknow-
ledged Mr. Jetten raised the
case of Insiya, allegedly ab-

ducted by her father (an In-
dian) in 2016, as her moth-

er protested during Mr.

the Ministry’s response to

Modr’s visit, seeking India’s

the comments and also
asked why the Prime Mi-
nister had not joined the
press conference.

“This question comes
because of the lack of un-
derstanding,” retorted Mi-
nistry Secretary (West) Sibi

help to trace and extradite
the child and bring the
father to justice. “A case 1s
in the court, it is sub judice,
SO T wotlid not like to com-
ment on this at this stage,
but it was raised [by the
Dutch PM],” he said.




rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
P Oslo on May 18-19 for the third

India-Nordic Summit comes as the logic of
Indias ehgagement with Northern Furope Fs

undamentally changed. When India first met the

Nordics — Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark
and Iceland — in Stockholm in 2018, and again in
Copenhagen in 2022, the relationship was
anchored largely in climate cooperation,
innovation, digitalisation and the blue economy.
Those priorities remain important, but a
transformed geopolitical landscape is giving the
partnership strategic depth and economic
purpose.

The change underway reflects developments
beyond bilateral ties. The war in Ukraine has
transformed Europe’s security order, while
strains within the trans-Atlantic alliance have
unsettled long-standing assumptions. Denmark,
current chair of the Arctic Council, facés renewed

ressure from the United States and strategic
interest over Greenland.
The spotlight on the Arctic
The Arctic, once insulated from geopolitical
rivalry, is emerging as a theatre of competition
over shipping routes, energy resources, Critic
minerals and strategic infrastructure. Finland and
Sweden’s respective accessions to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) have rewired
Nordic security architecture, leaving Russia as the
Arctic Council’s sole non-NATO member. The
Russia-China partnership has acquired a polar
dimension through cooperation on Arctic
SRIpping and energy. These SNt shape the
agenda Mr. Modi will encounter in Oslo.

India and the Nordics now matter more to
each other than before, with converging interests
in technology, supply chains, maritime security
and green energy.

Norway’s revised High North strategy balances
scientific cooperation with rising security

concerns. Denmark, through Greenland,
occupies a pivotal position in emerging Arctic sea
routes and critical mineral networE. éweaen and

Finland contribute advanc efence

) - R .
technologies, innovation ecosystems and Arctic
capabilities. fceland offers geothermal expertise

Ajai Malhotra
Distinguished Fellow
and Senior Adviser
(Climate Change),
TERI, and former
Indian Ambassador
to Russia, Kuwait,
UN/New York,

and Romania

Changing Arctic
geopolitics gives
India-Nordic ties
renewed
strategic
significance

directly relevant to India’s Himalayan regions.
The /Krcucl once defined by scientific
cooperation, is increasingly shaped
detéfTence, energy rival ry
positioning. New technologies, from autonomous
underwater vehicles to satellite-enabled seabed
mapping, are reshaping Arctic security, even as
vulnerabilities in undersea cables and critical
infrastructure grow.
India joined the Arctic Council as an observer
in®2013. Its Himadri research station, IndARG
underwater observatory and Gruvegaaet

meaningful Arctic footprint. But science alone
cannot safeguard Indian interestsin a region
increasingly shaped by geopolitics.

As a stakeholder
India is notan Aretic nation, but it is undeniably
an Arcticstakeholder. The Arctic is warmin;
“Miore than three times faster than the oEai
e ToeToss Tn e BarenisRara Son s been
linked to variability in India’s SUmmer monsoon,
m g polar melt (hreatens India's coastline,
orts and island territories through sea-level rise.
The commercial and strategic stakes are
equally important. Accelerating ice melt is
opening Arctic waters to shipping, resource
extraction and military deployment. The
Northern Sea Route along Russia’s Arctic coast is
becoming more navigable, with 1mp||cat|ons for
trade and maritime connectivity,
Chennai-Vladivostok corridor to Murmansk and
‘Onward to the Nordics would create a maritime

[k connec ing lnalai apan, Russia and Northern
EuroEe. Tndia’s Arctic engagement wi e

with Russia; the two are not a zero-sum game.

India must construct a small fleet of five
Arctic-capable, ice-c[ass tankers under its
ﬁm ipbullding Financial Assistance PONCY by
2030-31. Delay in building such capacity risks
locking In§|a out o! ea:!z-;i@ﬁ EE 5£§EE§E§ :n
Arctic shipping and energy logistics. An
m%ﬁ?ﬁé!ﬁngclo_urd connect
Indian industry with opportunities in manpower,

shiiﬁini, enerﬁ and infrastructure. It could

|
l

BN with the Nordics for joint monitoring of
climate linkages affecting monsoons and sea-level
rise. India should appoint a Special Envoy for
Aretic Affairs. Unlike the four other Asian
observer states in the Arctic Council, it lacks one.

Focus areas

Nordic countries lead globally in offshore wind,
hydrogen, electric mobility and green shipping,
while India’s clean-energy ambitions require
technology, investment and trusted partnerships.
Cooperation must move beyond buyer-sefler
arrangements towards co-development and

production in offshore wind manufacturing,
green hydrogen and grid-balancing technologies.

Norway’s deep-sea mining ambitions,
SoETEG care et SnTlros e
Denmark’s Greenland link offer supply-chain
NeTSTEAToR i CoRCers over CRas
[IOCESSTE ormnce: Rordcsrengs i
telecommunications, semiconductors, batteries,
aruncial intelligence and advanced materials
T TS <eaTe engimeertig talenrand
manufacturing ambitions, supporting more
resilient supply chains.

Maritime cooperation deserves equal
attention. India’s economic future depends on
secure sea lanes, resilient ports and efficient

ogistics, while Nordic countries lead globally in
shipping technology, maritime digitisation,
shipbuilding innovation and sustainable port
infrastructure. Disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz have iti jliti
making route and partnership diversification
strategically valuable. Deeper India-Nordic
maritime cooperation would advance the
economic and geopolitical interests of both.

For the Nordics, a re-emerging India offers
scale, growth and a trusted democratic partner in
the Indo-Pacific; for India, the Nordics provide
technology, capital and expertise, without
hegemonic pressures. As the Arctic becomes
more contested and consequential, the Oslo
summit should mark the point at which episodic

engagement gives way to sustained strategic
partnership.

The views expressed are personal



DRONE HITS GENERATOR AT BARAKAH PLANT, BUT RADIOLOGICAL LEVELS UNAFFECTED;#RAGILE CEAS

Trump says ‘clock ticking’ for Iran;

drone strike at UAE nuclear plant

Emirati officials
begin probe into
source of attack,
none blamed yet

Associated Press
Dubai, May 17

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
on Sunday threatened conse-
quences for Iranifitsleadersdo
not act quickly. “For Iran, the
Clockis Ticking, and they better

‘get moving, FAST, or there
won't i@an%ﬁing !eE o! Eﬁem.
S OF THE ESSENCE!,”
he wrote in a Truth Social post.
Meanwhile, a drone strike
caused a fire ata nuclear power
plantin the United Arab Emir-
ates, officials in Abu Dhabi said
on Sunday, at a time when
rogress aj to havestalled
in egons to ens the US-Israeli
War with Iran and restart ship-
ping in the Gulf.
Emirati officials said they

were investigating the source of
thestrikeand that the UAE had

the full right to res%nd tosuch
“terroristattacks”. The UAE
previously accused Iran ofat-
tacking its energy targets in
what it has called an escalation
of the conflict inthe region.
The drone hitan‘electrical
generator outside the inner per-

The Barakah nuclear power plantin Abu Dhabi’s western desert. FiLe

imeter of the Barakah Nuclear

Power Plant, the Abu Dhabi

Media Officesaid.
Radiological'safety levels

werel unaffected and there were

noinjuries, it said.

~The International Atomic

Ene ency said emergency

diesel generators were Erovi -
ing power to the plant's “unit3”,

and called for “maximum mili-

taryrestraint_near any nuclear

wer plant, adding that it was
Eoilowmg the situation closely.
The UAE Defence Ministry
said two other drones had been

“successfully” dealt with, and
that the drones had been
launched from the “western
border”. It did not elaborate.
During the war that began
with US and Israeli strikes
against Iran on February 28,

Iran hasrepeatedly targeted the
UAE and other Gulf states that

host US military bases, hitting
sites that include civilian and
energy infrastructure.

Iran stepped up such at-
tacks on the UAE earlier this

monthafter Trump announced
anaval mission to try to open

the Strait of Hormuz, which he
suspended after 48 hours.

Diplomatic Deadlock

Morethan five weeks aftera
tenuous ceasefire in the con-
flict tookeffect, US and Iranian
demands remain far apart de-

spite diplomatic efforts to end
the war and reopen the strait,

the world's most important
shipping route for oil and gas.
Washington has called for
Tehrantodismantleitsnuclear
programme and lift its hold on
the strait. Iran has demanded

compensation for war damage,
an end to a US blockade of Ira-
nian ports and a halt to fighting
onall fronts, including in Leba-
non, where Israel is battling
Iran-backed Hezbollah.

Trump, who held talks with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
this week without securing an
indication from China that it
would help resolve the conflict,
has threatened to resume at-
tacksonIranifit does not agree
toadeal.

A senior spokesperson for
theIranian armed forces, Abol-
fazl Shekarchi, said on Sunday
thatif Trump’s threats were car-
ried out, the US would “face
new, aggressive, and surprise
scenarios, and sink into a self-
made quagmire”.

Iranian foreign ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Baqaei
said the US and Israel had tried
to shift the blame for destabil-
izingenergy markets following
their “unprovoked military ag-
gression against Iran”.

Rival Blockades

The disruption to shipping
through the Strait of Hormuz
has caused the biggest oil
supply crisis in history, pushing

up prices. The US has im d
its own blockade of Iranian
rts, and said that asof Sunday
it Eﬁ redirected 81commercial
vessels and disabled four
Vessels to ensure compliance.



AtBeijing summit, both Trump, Xi got

what they came for. But Xigota

bit more

ONALDTRUMP'S statevisitto

Chinawasa performance of di-

plomacy: Carefully chor-

eographed, heavy on optics,

and light on binding detail.

Both sides were eager to show progress:

Trump called the visit “very successful”; Xi

Jinpi §§ declared it “historic”. The Chinese

catered to Trump's weakness for spectacle

with the state banquet, the parting tea, and

Xiaccompanying Trump to the Temple of

Heaven -but thesubstance, asexpected, was

meagre. Significantly, Beijing, not Washing-
ton, controlled the narrative throughout.

Trump n aforeign-policy "win”to

serve asadistraction fromthe political head-

winds of the Iran war, and to impress mar-

Retsand domestic constituencies. Xi needed

validation: Th, L

e
tion with its strategic position intact, and
o T AT I oot ety
something Chinese leaders have long
sought. Both got what they came for. But Xi
gotalittle more.

The new formulation — “constructive
stratsﬁic stabiligl" — for tie bilateral rela-
tionship, described by Foreign Minister
Wang Yi as “the most important political
consensus” of the summit, is Beijing’s
handiwork. It is a deliberate conceptual
move to displace the American vocabulary
of “strategic competition” with a Chinese-
preferred notion of long-term coexistence
with guardrails. Beijing acknowledges the
relatlonshlg as COmEIlUVe but talks aboul t

Mor__m;.Wh
cooperation as the mainstay, healthy stabil=
ity with competition within proper limits,
constant stability with manageable/differ-
ences, and lasting stability withexpectable
peace” — is designed tolock in the post-

Busan détente.
Trump, characteristically, reached for a
SImpler frame: * I
” The image of two great
Wers on ual footing was exactly wh:
ad engineered. Both sides signalled a will-
ingness tomanage therelationship through
summitry and bilateral validation rather
than the harder work of resolving underly-
ingdisputes.

Thetale of two readouts illuminates how
much remains unresolved. The White
House summary emphasised commercial
commitments — BoeinE aircraftorders, ag-
it urchases, marketaccess, Chinese

raitof i t
be militarised. The Chinese readout was
cautious and silent on most US specifics.

either readout mentioned China’s state-
systemic differences. Most structuralprob-
l'e%sw Te keptoff thetable, allowing China
to preserve its policy space.

But Taiwan was an e&gtlon Thg J0ost

striki momentwalesT wa

eamﬂ.xmmmmmmm Ifth
Taiwan question is handled “poorly”, Xi
said, the two countries risk “clashes and

even conflicts”, an was absent fro

TS readontentirelv. On Air Force Ope,
Trump said he made “no commit-
Denieicr v orihe pendine
$14billion arms package and

-4V negotiating
¢hip® When a reporter invoked

sult Chinese leadersonarmssales,
T T T ioe

“Six Assurances” to Taiwan were
C e e

China has gained relative to
the US and grown more

Ronald Reagan’sassurancetoTai-  confident despite its economic

%W' headwinds. It has the tools
and the strategic discipline to

n  manage escalation dynamics

waved aside,

OnIranand maritime security, the sum-
mit produced a meéasureof concrete, if still
qualified, convergence.Bothleaders agreed
that the Straitef Hormuzmust remainopen.
Accordingto theUS readout, Xi expressed

interestin Eu rchasing more Amgnggn Qil,
agr Irancannot acquire g nuclear
weaponandeommitted nottosell weapops
tolran. inese readout was circum-
— . By

spect;and the gap between Washington’s
public optimism and Beijing’s operational

delivery hasa long hlslory The continued
in na, butit

isdisinclined todeploy itsleve
ond a point.
nt; — e

most consequential long-term dimension
of the rivalry — the summit was studded
withambiguity. Trump confirm atchip
rts came up, and that Xitold him China
e el I own: Acndlddediration
ofan indigenisation agenda. Licences for
750,000 H200 Nvidia chips remain stalled
on the Chinese side, even as the US has
cleared sales. Both sides have frozen new
technology controls since the October 2025
fits Beijing. An Al dialogue was agreed in
principle; its content remains undefined.
Conspicuously absent from both read-
outs were rare earths and export controls,
despite their centrality to the cur-
rent de'tente China’s wea nisa-
tion of

chains — shutting off rare- eagh
exports lastvearand forcingWash-
i

ontostand down iffes-
calation — is the background con-
dition for the Busan truce,
reaffirmed in Beijing. That Tever-
age is carefully maintained, and a
China-resilient rare-earth supply

chain remains years away.

Thelarger truthisstructural and endur-
ing. Chinahasgained relativetothe USand
grown more confident despite its economic
headwinds. Ithasthetools, patienceand the
strategicdiscipline to manage escalation dy-
namics. Chinais ready forlo:
nite competition. As Da Wei of 'I’smghua
University Observed: “The US side looked a
little passive. The Chinese side prepared
very well.” Trump’s instinct for spectacle
suits Beijing well; itallows Xitoaccumulate
thesymbolic validation of peer-to-peer sum-
mitrywithout meaningful concessions. The
summit was, in that sense, a tactical triumph
for China.

i is a soberi

nal. Theimmediate, effm [gdy;gd.u;kpf
sudden great-power crises, some easing of
energy %K pressures — ismodestly posi-
tive. But the structural implications are
more uncomfortable. The G2 “overlay”™ —
1ot a formal auomlm but the atmospheric
effect of two great powers coordinating —
narrows the manoeuvring space available
to other maj ial LA
Beijingthat reads India’s interest inimprov-
ingbilateral relationsas aresultof India’sde-
clining importance in the US strategic cal-
culus has less incentive to offer meaningful
concessions on unresolved issues.

The visit is a continuation of a tactical
détente, not a strategic reconciliation. By
T Tos Metore Tameworkof st
tegic stability”, the US and China are buy-
ing time even as they know that strategic
rivalry is baked in the system. Yet, it is ad-
vantage Beijing.

The writer is former ambassador to China and
holds the Subhas Chandra Bose Chair

of International Relations, Chanakya
University, Bengaluru
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Taiwan will never be ‘traded away,
says President after Trump remark

REUTERS

A

Taiwanese President Lai Ching-te said on Sunday that Taiwan will
neverbe “traded away” as he pressed the U.S. to keep selling
weapons to the island democracy to maintain peace. Mr. Lai’s
comments came after U.S. President Donald Trump suggested arms
sales to Taiwan could be used as a bargaining chip with China. AP




Ebola outbreak in Congois a

olobal emergency, says WHO

Associated Press
ABUJA

The World Health Organi-
zation on Sunday declared
the Ebola disease outbreak
caused by a rare virus in

Congo and neighbouring
Uganda a public health
emergency of international
concern, after more than
300 suspected cases and
88 deaths.

The WHO said the out-
break did not meet the cri-
teria of a pandemic emer-
gency like COVID-19, and
advised against the closure
of International Borders.

The WHO said on the so-
cial media platform X that
a laboratory-confirmed
case has also been report-
ed in Congo’s capital, Kin-
' shasa, which is about

Astaff member checking a
visitor’s temperature, before
allowing her inside a hospital
in Goma on Sunday. AFP

1,000 km from the out-
break’s epicentre in the
eastern province of Ituri,
suggesting a possible wider
spread.

Ebola is highly conta-
gious and can be contract-

ed via bodily fluids such as

vomit, blood or semen.
The disease it causes is

rare, but severe and often

fatal,

Risk of spread

By the WHO'’s standards, it
shows the event is serious,
there is a risk of interna-
tional spread and it re-
quires a coordinated inter-
national response.

Health authorities say
the current outbreak, first
confirmed on Friday, is
caused by the Bundibugyo
virus, a rare variant of the
Ebola disease that has no
approved therapeutics or
vaccines. Congo accounts

for all except two of the
cases, both of which were
reported in Uganda, the
WHO said.




