UNION MINISTERS, CMs OF NDA-RULED STATES AT BRIGADE PARADE GROUND EVENT

Suvendu takes charge of Bengal:
‘am everyone’s Chief Minister’

Five others sworn
in as ministers;
TMC wishes
them success;

PM bows to
people of Bengal

Atri Mitra
&Ravik Bhattacharya
Kolkata, May 9

FIVE DAYS after the BJP
scripted history with a land-
slide victory in the West Bengal
Assembly elections, Suvendu
Adhikari, who led the party’s
ground offensive that ended 15
yearsof TMC rule, was sworn in
Saturday as the state’s first BJP
Chief Minister.

The oath-taking ceremony,
the first by a Chief Minister at
Kolkata’siconic Brigade Parade
Ground, was attended among
others by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, Union Ministers
Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah;
Nitin Gadkari, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, and all NDA and BJP
CMsincluding N Chandrababu
Naidu, Yogi Adityanath, Him-
anta Biswa Sarma and Dev-
endra Fadnavis.

Apart from Adhikari, five
ministers — Dilip Ghosh, Agni-
mitra Paul, Nisith Pramanik,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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PM Narendra Modi on the dais as West Bengal Governor R N Ravi administers the oath of office to CM Suvendu Adhikariin Kolkata. parTHAPAUL

Team Suvendu: Mix of old and new
faces; balancing of regions, groups

Ravik Bhattacharya
&Atri Mitra
Kolkata, May 9

WEST BENGAL Chief Minister
Suvendu Adhikari’s newly
formed Cabinet reflected a mix
of old and new faces, with rep-
resentation for women as well
as the Rajbanshi, Matua and
tribal communities.

Apart from Adhikari,
five ministers took oath
of office in Kolkata’s
Brigade Parade Ground
on Saturday, including
Dilip Ghosh, Agnimitra
Paul, Nitish Pramanik, Khudi-
ram Tudu and AshokKirtaniya.
Sourcessaid Ghosh and Paul are
likely to be named as Deputy
Chief Ministers.

| D

Dilip Ghosh: BJP
veteran Dilip Ghosh,
MLA from Kharagpur
Sadar, began his politi-
cal journey as an RSS
pracharak and later
served as Bengal BJP president
twice. He won the Medinipur
LokSabhaseatin2019 and also
served as the party’s national

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PM SEEKS BLESSINGS
OF MOOKERJEE'S AIDE

KNIVES OUT INTMC
AFTER POLLDEBACLE



Vijay to take reins today;

T.N. set for coalition govt.

Governor appoints TVK chief, who secured support of 120 MLAs-elect, as CM-designate, directs

him to seek vote of confidence in House by May 13; nine Ministers to take oath with Vijay today

B. Kolappan
K. Muralitharan

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

amilaga Vettri Kaz-
T hagam (TVK) presi-

dent C. Joseph Vi-
jay will be sworn in as the
Chief Minister of a coali-
tion government in Tamil
Nadu on Sunday, putting
an end to almost six de-
cades of alternating rule by
the State’s two dominant
Dravidian parties — Dravi-
da Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) and All India Anna
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-

gam (AIADMK).
Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar on Sa-

turday appointed Mr. Vijay
Chief Minister-designate af-
ter he secured the support
of 120 MLAs-elect in the
234-member House.

Mr. Vijay will take the

LOK

A

Stage set: Governor Arlekar hands over the letter of appointment
as Tamil Nadu CM-designate to TVK chief Vijay on Saturday. PTi

oath at Nehru Stadium in
Chennai at 10 a.m. on Sun-
day. Nine other Ministers,
including some senior TVK
leaders, will also be sworn
in. Mr. Vijay will head the
government with the Con-
gress as a partner.

The Governor has also
directed Mr. Vijay to seek a
vote of confidence in the
Assembly on or before May

13. The political uncertain-
ty that prevailed over the
last few days ended on Sa-
turday evening, when the
Viduthalai ~ Chiruthaigal
Katchi (VCK) and the In-
dian Union Muslim League
(IUML) extended their sup-
port to the TVK, taking the
strength of its backers to
120. Later, Mr. Vijay called
on the Governor at Lok

Bhavan in Chennai, and
handed over letters of sup-
port from the Congress,
Communist Party of India
(CPI), Communist Party of
India (Marxist) [CPI (M)],
VCK, and IUML.

Though the Congress
snapped ties with the DMK
to forge a post-poll alliance
with the TVK, the other
parties said that while they
were extending support to
the TVK for government
formation, they would con-
tinue to remain part of the
DMK:led alliance.

TVK cadre celebrated
the development by distri-
buting sweets and bursting
crackers at several places.

CONTINUED ON
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Elections in India must be held
through ballot paper: Akhilesh

BJP is ‘stealing’ votes, alleges the SP chief, adding ‘we must fight against a multiayered ‘election
mafia’; questions law and order situation and rising cases of crimes against women in the State

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW

amajwadi Party (SP)

chief Akhilesh Yadav

on Saturday once
again advocated for the use
of ballot paper for voting,
citing recent election in the
United Kingdom as an ex-
ample, and demanded that
elections in India be con-
ducted through ballot

paper.

‘Are we ahead of U.K.?’
Speaking to reporters at
the party office in Lucknow
on Saturday, Mr. Yadav
said, “An election was held
in a very developed coun-
try, the U.K., and the voting
took place by secret ballot.
The entire country. voted
using ballots. Are we ahead
of England? This demand is
not new; it has always been
a call'from the socialists.
Like in America [U.S.], Ja-
pan, Germany, and En-
gland, we believe it is es-
sential for us to cast votes
by ballot.”

in Lucknow on Saturday:. AN

He added, “You [refer-
ring to the Bharatiya Janata
Party] have defeated us us-
ing electronic voting ma-
chines (EVMs). We will de-
feat you again using EVMs
and then remove you from
power.”

Mr. Yadav alleged that
during the 2022 Uttar Pra-
desh Assembly election,
the BJP “conspired” to de-
lete voters’ names. Many
people arrived at polling
booths only to find their
names missing or reas-
signed to different booths,

leading to manipulated
votes, he claimed.

“The SP submitted the
deleted voters’ names
along with affidavits to the
Election Commission (EC),
but no action was taken
against any of the guilty of-
ficials. Further, the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls was conduct-
ed. The voter list released
after the SIR also contained
a large number of double
and triple votes,” he said.

He also alleged that the
EC is not providing techni-

cal information and train-
ing to parties. “The EC
does not disclose the type
of software it uses.The BJP
is stealing votes and
rights,” he said.

Commenting on the up-
coming 2027 U.P. Assembly
election, he said, “We must
fight against a multi-layered
election mafia. All those
committed to saving de-
mocracy, the Constitution,
and the credibility of Con-
stitutional bodies must col-
laborate.”

Promises galore

The SP president also made
a string of promises: free
education for girls, free
treatment for the poor pa-
tients, including cancer
treatment.

He also expressed con-
cern about the law and or-
der situation in the State.

“Crimes against women
and daughters are the high-
est in U.P. Where has the
BJP government’s promise
of zero tolerance gone?” he
said.
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Saturday announced two
major appointments, nam-
ing  Lieutenant-General
N.S. Raja Subramani (retd)
as the next Chief of De-
fence Staff (CDS) and Vice-
Admiral Krishna Swami-
nathan as the next Chief of
the Naval Staff.

According to the Minis-
try of Defence, Lt.-Gen.
Subramani will succeed
General Anil Chauhan,
whose tenure as the CDS
ends on May 30. Along
with the role of the CDS, he
will also serve as Secretary,
Department of Military
Affairs.

Currently serving as/Mil
itary Adviser in the Nation-
al Security Council Secre-
tariat since September
2025, the senior officer has
earlier held key positions,
including Vice Chief of Ar-
my Staff and General Offic-
er Commanding-in-Chief of
Central Command.

Commissioned into the
8 Garhwal Rifles in Decem-
ber 1985, Lt.-Gen. Subra-
mani is a graduate of the
National Defence Academy
and the Indian Military
Academy. He has also at-
tended the Joint Services
Command Staff College in

the U.K. and the National
Defence College in New
Delhi.

During a distinguished
career spanning over four
decades, he commanded
formations in Assam, Jam-
mu and Kashmir, the Cen-
tral Sector and along the
Western Front, including
the prestigious 2 Corps. He
has also served in several
important operational, in-
structional and strategic
staff appointments. For his
distinguished service, he
has been awarded the Pa-
ram Vishisht Seva Medal,
Ati Vishisht Seva Medal, Se-
na Medal, and Vishisht Se-
va Medal.

Vice-Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan, who has
been appointed as the next
Chief of Naval Staff, will
succeed Admiral Dinesh
Kumar Tripathi, who re-

‘ | = Vi
Lieutenant-General N:S: Raja Subramani (retd) and, right,
Vice-Admiral Krishna Swaminathan.

tires on May 31.

He currently serves as
the Flag Officer Command-
ing-in-Chief of the Western
Naval Command. Commis-
sioned into the Indian Na-
vy in 1987, he is a specialist
in Communication and
Electronic Warfare. Over
the course of his Naval ca-
reer, he commanded sever-
al frontline warships, in-
cluding INS Mysore and
aircraft carrier INS Vikra-
maditya, and held key ap-
pointments in operations,
personnel and training.

A recipient of the Param
Vishisht Seva Medal, Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal, and
Vishisht Seva Medal, the
Vice-Admiral has also
served as Vice Chief of the
Naval Staff and holds multi-
ple postgraduate degrees,
including a Ph.D. in Inter-
national Studies.




Misri’s proposed Kathmandu
visit deferred for now; India
invites Nepal for blg cat summit

Divya A & Yubaraj Ghimire
New Delhi, Kathmandu,
May 9

cluding Nepal, have been in-
vitedd It is likely that Nepalese
Foreign Minister Shishir Khanal
would make a visit to India al-
thoughthere has been noconfjr-
mation yet. The IBCA was

launched on April 9, 2023, by
Prime Minister Narendra Mgﬂi s
during the commemoration o
S0yearsof Project Tiger
aninternational platfo: €

snow leopard, p

Misri’s proposed two-day
visit,.at the invitation of his
Nepal counterpart Amrit Baha-
dur Rai, was meant to under-
stand the priorities of the new
Balen Shah government. It was
also a follow-up of the meeting
between External Affairs Min-
ister SJaishankar and Khanalin
April, onthesidelines of the 9th
Indian Ocean Conference in
Mauritius. During their meet-
ing, Jaishankar and Khanal had
discussed ongoing projects and

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri’s visit to Kathmanduwas
scheduled for next week

programmes, and explored
high-level diplomatic visits in
the near futuire. During his pro-
posed visitto the neighbouring
country, Misriwas likely to call
on Nepal PM Shah and hand
over an invitation to him to visit
India.As per sources, Shah has
conveyed to hisinner circle that
he will not undertake any for-
eign visits in the near future.

Shah has been reluctant to
meet visiting foreign officials or
leaders below the rank of for-
eign minister, as per reports.
Last week, as United special
envoy for South and Central
Asia Sergio Gor visited Nepal,
he met with Khanal and Fi-
nance Minister Swarnim Wagle.
Earlier, Shah is said to have re-
fused to meet US Assistant Sec-
retary of State S Paul Kapur.

It was expected that Shah
would have maintained the
same policy during Misri’s visit.
Traditionally, visiting Indian
officials have called upon suc-
cessive Nepal prime ministers.

Earlier, the Foreign Secretary
had met with then-Ptime Min-
ister KP Sharma Oliin August
2025 to discusshbilateral ties.

Meanwhile, the two sides
continue to engage on a range
ofotherissues, including water

resou ission
and developmental projects.

New Delhi is looking to re-
calibrateits ties with the Hima-
layan neighbour, with the
stable and full-majority govern-
ment coming in, in the wake of
strain with the previous Oli-led
government in the preceding
years. Soon after Shah’s swear-
ing in on March 27, PM Modi
had congratulated him
through a post on X, expressing
his desire to work closely with
Shah to strengthen India-Nepal
friendship and deepen cooper-
ation for mutual benefit.



Energy security akey
priority, UAE stopover
added to PM’sitinerary

Modileaves on
May 15 for tour of
4 Europe nations

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, May 9
AT A time when'India is navi-
gating security-and economic
challenges amidst the instabil-
ity in West Asia, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected to
visit the UAE on May 15.
Sources said Saturday that
the UAE, which has a compre-
hensive strategic partnership
withIndiaandishometoalarge

Indian diaspora, has been in-
cludedin the Prime Minister’s
itineraryat the last minute.
The UAE has been one of
themain targets of [ranian mis-
sile attacks ever since the start
of the West Asia war on Febru-
ary 28. Tehran accuses the
emirates of providing safe
space to American military
bases, facilities and personnel.
And amid the crisis in the
Strait of Hormuz, which has
impacted energy supplies to
much of the world, including
India, the UAE announced it
was exiting the OPEC, the bloc
of oil-producing exporters
headed by Saudi Arabia, and
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



UAE visit

the OPEC Plus.

India has walked the diplo-
matic tightrope between the
UAE and Iran, but has re-
peatedly condemned the at-
tacks on the UAE.

On May 5, a day after three
Indian nationals in the UAE

were injured in ablaze following

an Iranian dro ike i e
eagtern emirate of Fujairah,
Modi “strongly condemned the
attacks”, and said the targeting
of civilians and infrastructure
was “unacceptable”.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs, in a separate statement,
called forthe “immediate cessa-
tion of these hostilities and the
targeting of civilian infrastruc-
ture and innocent civilians”.

Earlier, in the last week of
April, National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval travelledtothe UAE
and met the UAE President in
Abu Dhabi. This was a week
after he visited Saudi Arabia.

Doval’s visit was an impor-
tant outreach given that he has
been coordinating with the
Emirati establishment on secur-
ity and strategic issues, es-
pecially on counter-terrorism
cooperation. It also laid the

groundwork for Modji’s visit.
Trade with the enéergy-rich

remittances by thelarge Indian
community in the UAE is one
of the highest in the world. The

the Iranian closure of the Strait

of Hormuz_in_the last two
months — only 11Indian ships

have been able to transit the
strait.

Modi has spoken to leaders
of the UAE, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf monarchies in the
last two months, and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
has also been in touch with his
counterpartsin these countries.

In April, Jaishankar also met For the period April 2000-
the UAE President. Underlining  September 2024, FDI inflows
therobustnessoftheIndia-UAE  from the UAE accounted for

strategic partnership, hesaid the
ongoing dialogue between the
two nations remained strong
and transparent despite the
complexregional environment.

The UAE is home to about
4.7 million Indians, and annual

nearly USD 22 billion (3.1% of the
total inward FDI inflows), mak-
ing it the seventh largest source




Centre operationalises Labour Codes,
publishes Rules; trade unions protest

The Codes will replace 29 labour laws that governed provisions, including wages, social security, working hours, retirement benefits, and trade

union rights; officials maintain the Rules have been published with ‘minor amendments’ to the draft rules pre-published in December 2025

A. M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

The government had an-
nounced the implementa-
tion of the four Labour
Codes from November 21,
2025. With the notification
of the Rules, the Codes will
replace 29 labour laws that
governed provisions, in-
cluding wages, social se-
curity, working hours, re-
tirement benefits, and

i, 40

‘

Protesters called for the withdrawal of Labour Codes at a recent rally in Delhi. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

The Opposition parties
alleged that the publica-
tion was a direct attack on
the rights of workers.

All _stakeholders _had
been_given _one_m 'S
time_to_submit
oﬁ iEe araft Rulesf asenior
government functionary
said.

“We have gone through
all the responses and con-
sidered some of the sug-
gestions, and amended the
Rules accordingly,” the offi-

cial said, adding that the
amendments were minor.

Minimum wages

On the controversial sub-
i es,
the Rules of the Code on

Wages Sala t“e criteria
shall e separatelv speci-
fied by the Union -

ener-
al order, and the rate of

Wages for_a_day_is_fixed,
aﬁﬁ EEEE Emoum shall be
divided by eight for fixing

the rate of wages for an
hour and multiplied b
t SIX_for_fixing_the
rate_of _wages for_a

For fixing the floor
wage, the Union govern-
ment, according to the
Rules, may consult a Cen-
tral Advisory Board, taking
into account the minimum
living standard, including
food, clothing, housing,
and any other factors con-
sidered appropriate by the

Union government from
time to time. The number
of hours of work for a nor-
mal working day “for an
employee whose wage pe-
riod is on a daily basis”
shall be eight hours. For
other employees, the total
number of weekly working
hours shall not exceed 48
hours. The Rules mandate
that every employer shall
issue wage slips, electroni-
cally or in physical form to
the employees.

he Rules for Code on
Social Security changes 12
rules, including the Em-
ployees’ State Insurance
(Central) Rules, 1950 and
the Employees’ Provident
Funds Appellate Tribunal
(Conditions of Service)
Rules, 1997.

ion of the workers. Com-
menting on the Rule, se-
nior leader of Centre of
Indian Trade Unions R. Ka-
rumalaiyan said the Union
government had ignored
the amendments moved

by the CTUs.
“We had submitted
amendments seeking clari-

ty on working hours, trade
union rights, minimum
wages, floor wages, and
protection of social securi-
ty. This government has ig-
nored all our suggestions,
forcing us to go on prot-
ests,” Mr. Karumalaiyan
said.

The Communist Party of
India (Marxist) said in a
statement that the Union
government “deceptively
waited” till the Assembly
election in four States and
a Union Territory were ov-
er before notifying the
Rules. “Within just four
days after the announce-
ment of results, they have
now operationalised the
Labour Codes. This expos-
es the deceptive modus op-
erandi of the BJP-led Union
government,” the CPI(M)
said, urging States to reject
the Rules.



India test-fires Agni
missile that can deploy
multiple warheads

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India has successfully test-
fired an advanced Agni
missile with the strategic
ability to deploy multiple
payloads to separate tar-
gets simultaneously — a
milestone that places the
country among a select
league of global powers.

The MIRV feature en-
sures that a single missile
can deploy multiple war-
heads at different locations
simultaneously.

The missile was flight-
tested with multiple pay-
loads, targeted to different
targets spatially distributed
over a large geographical
area in the Indian Ocean

Region, the Ministry
added.
Incredible capability

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has complimented
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), Indian Army, and
the industry partners con-
cerned on the successful
flight-test of the missile.

An image from the flight trial
of an advanced Agni missile
on Friday. DEFENCE MINISTRY

This will add an incredible
capability to the country’s
defence preparedness
against the growing threat
perceptions, he said.

The Ministry said the te-
lemetry and tracking was
carried out by multiple
ground and ship-based sta-
tions. “These systems
tracked the entire missile
trajectory from lift-off till
the impact of all payloads.
Flight data confirmed that
all mission objectives were
met during the trial,” it
said.

“With this successful
trial, India once again de-
monstrated the capability
to target multiple strategic
targets using a single mis-
sile system,” the Ministry
said in a statement.



Europewantsa
strong NATO,
shares US goal
of endinglran
war, says Merz

Reuters
Stockholm, May 9

GERMAN CHANCELLOR Frie-
drich Merz said on Saturday
Europe wanted to work to
keep the NATO alliance func-
tioning, despite differences
with the United States that the
Iran war has exposed.

"We are really willing to
keep this alliance alive for the
future," Merz said at a press
conference with Swedish
Prime Minister Ulf Kristers-
son. He also said Sweden and
Finland had strengthened the
European pillar of the alliance.

"We know that there are
some differences. We know
that we are seeing challenges,
allof us, but our final goal is to
bring this conflict to an end
and to guarantee that Iran is.
not able to produce nuclear
weapons," Merz said.

STRAIT OF HORMUZ CALM AFTER DAYS OF SPORADIC ATTACKS

Iran no closer to ending war as US

Idrees Ali, Erin Banco
&Hatem Maher

wﬂim’ May 9
A STATE of relative calm pre-

vailed around the Strait of Hor-
muz on Saturday, after days of
sporadic flare-ups, as the US
waited for Iran’s response toits
latest proposals to end more
than two months of fighting
and begin peace talks.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said on Friday that
Washington expected a re-
sponse within hours. Buta day
later, there was no sign of
movement from Tehran on the
proposal, which would for-
mally end the war before talks
onmore contentiousissues, in-
cluding Iran's nuclear program.

EXPANDED AREA IRANCLAIMS TOCONTROL
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attackon Friday.

On Eridav. there were spor-
adic cla; i
forces and US vessels in the

strait, Iran's semi-official Fars

news agency reported. The Tas-

nim news agency later cited an
Iranian mlllta? source saying
tHe€Situation had calmed but

warning more clashes were
possible, The US military said it
struck two Iran-linked vessels

waits for aresponsefrom Tehran

Israeli strikes kill 4 in Beirut, at
least 13 in southern Lebanon

Beirut: Three Israeli drone
strikes on vehicles just south of
Beirut on Saturday killed four
people while a series of air-
strikes on southern Lebanon
killed at least 13, including a
man and his 12-year-old
daughter, state media and the
Health Ministry said.

Thethree dronestrikessouth
of Beirut marked another esca-
lation since a ceasefire between
Israel and Hezbollah went into
effecton April17.BothIsraeland
Hezbollah have continued their
daily attacks despite the truce.
OnWednesday night, Israel'sair
force carried out an airstrike on

asouthern suburb in which Is-
raelsaiditkilled asenior Hezbol-
lah military official. It was the
first strike near the capital since
the ceasefire was reached.

Two of the strikes on Satur-
day took place on the highway
linking Beirutwith thesouthern
port city of Sidon in which sev-
eral people were wounded,
while the third happened ona
road leadingto Lebanon's Chouf
regionkillingthree, the state-run
National News Agency said.

An Associated Press jour-
nalist at the scene saw a dead
body on the highway in the
town of Saadiyat. AP

attempting to enter an Iranian
port, with a U.S. fighter jet hit-
ting their smokestacks and
forcing them to turn back.




Deal hangs in balance amid
renewed clashes in the Gulf

A US. fighter jet fired on and disabled two Iranian-flagged tankers that Washington accused of

challenging its naval blockade; Trump says he is expecting Tehran’s response to the US. proposal

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

ran questioned the se-
l riousness of American

diplomacy on Satur-
day in the wake of renewed
naval clashes in the Gulf,
while keeping Washington
waiting for a response to its
latest negotiating position.

But. if Iran did send the
talks’ Pakistani mediators.a
response, there was no pu-
blic_sign_of this. and Teh-

ran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi called into
question the reliability of
the U.S. leadership, in a
call with his Turkish
counterpart.

“The recent escalation
0 American
forces in the Persian Gulf

A banner depicting the U.S. President which reads, ‘There is no need

for a video, | will do what ever you say’ in Tehran on Saturday. AFp

and_their_numerous_ac-
tions in violating the cease-
fire have added to_suspi-

cions about the motivation
and _seriou e
American side in the path

of diplomacy,” he said, ac-
cording to an Iranian ac-
count of the call published
by the ISNA news agency.
In an incident on Friday,
a U.S. fighter jet fired on
and disabled two Iranian-
flagged tankers that Wash-
ington accused of challeng-
ing its naval blockade of

Iran’s ports. The U.S. ac-
tion prompted Iranian re-
taliatory attacks.

An Iranian military offi-
cial told local media the
country’s navy had “res-
ponded to the violation of
the ceasefire and to Ameri-
can terrorism with strikes”
and “the clashes have now

ceased”.
e latest incident came

after a previous flare-up
overnight on Thursday to
Friday in the Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital international

sea lane that Iran is seeking
to control to extract tolls
from foreign vessels and to
wield economic leverage
over the U.S. and its allies.
U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio reiterated on
Friday that it was “unac-
ceptable” for Tehran to
control the key oil route.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil Ba-
gaei said on Friday that the
proposal was still “under
review”.

Qatar’s Prime Minister,
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman Al Thani,
met with U.S. Vice Presi-
dent J.D. Vance in Washing-
ton on Friday and dis-
cussed the Pakistani-led
efforts to broker a perma-
nent peace.




US proposes to hike
minimum wages for
hiring H1B workers

Press Trust of India
Washington, May 9

According to th ed
rule 'Improving Wage Protec-
tionsforthe Tempoxary and
—e
Certain Foreign Nationals in
the United States';the prevail-
ingwage forentry-level foreign

workersiwas USD 73,279 per
annum, USD98,987 (Level II),
USD121,979 (Level Ill) and USD

USD 123,212 (Level 11, 2447 per
cent), USD 147,333 (Level III,
20.79 per cent),and USD 175,464
(Level IV, 21.68%). The prevailing
wages differ from city to city.

| Saturday.

Countriesprepare
toevacuate
hantavirus-hit
ship passengers

Madlrid: Countries prepared to
evacuate their citizens fromthe
luxury cruise ship hit by a
deadly strain of hantavirus that
is due to anchor near Tenerife
early on Sunday, as health auth-
orities said the risk of the virus
spreading was low.

The WHO briefed member
states with nationals on board
on Saturday on how to manage
the process, advising active
monitoring of passengers for a
42-day period from the last
point of exposure. “I need you
to hear me clearly: this is not
another COVID. The current
public health risk from han-
tavirus remains low,” WHO
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus wrote on X earlier on
REUTERS



AHEAD OF TRUMP’S VISIT

China Apr exports
rebound, trade
surplus widens

Reuters
London, Beijing, May 9

CHINA’'S EXPORT growth
gathered pace in April as fac-
tories raced to meet a wave of
orders from Al-related indus-
tries and other buyers seeking
to stockpile components amid
fears the Iran war could push
global input costs even higher.

While Chinese exporters
have so far weathered the fall-
out from the West Asia
conflict economists warn that

thelongerthe war dragsonand
energy prices rise, the greater
the risk that external demand
fades away — leaving sluggish
domestic consumption unable
to plug the gap.

For now economists are
watching the pace of the Al
manufacturing boom and

whether shipments of related
equipment can keep the Chi-
nese export engine purring.
“The conflict in the Middle
East pushed up demand for
global manufacturing inven-
tory replenishment, and under
the.upward cycle of semicon-
ductors, imports and exports
maintained a boom,” accord-
ing to Xing Zhaopeng, senior
China strategist at ANZ.
“There is still room for ex-
pansion in this round of manu-
facturing cycle driven by Al,
and it is expected that the an-
nual export growth rate will be
about 10%.”



How China’s leader lost faith
in his top military generals

Chris Buckley
May 9

THE PURGE China’s leader, Xi
Jinping, has inflicted on the
military elite was plain to see at
a recent legislative meeting. A
year earlier, state television
footage showed around 40 gen-
erals in the room. This time,
there were only a handful.

Yet Xi indicated that an up-
heaval that rivaled those of the
Mao Zedong era was not over.

“The military,” he said,
“must never have anyone who
harbours a divided heart to-
wards the party.”

It was a rare public refer-
ence by Xi to one of the worst
political crises of his13 yearsin
power: He had lost faith in the
military leadership that he had
spent a decade remolding.

“When Xi uses the words ‘di-
vided heart,” they are heavy
with meaning,” said Chien-wen
Kou, a professor at National
Chengchi University in Taiwan.
The phrase is found in ancient
Chinese treatises that counsel
rulers against treacherous gen=
erals, includingavolumeXi has
kept on his bookshelf.

“Even his most trusted and
important confidants have
fallen,” Kou said. “Whoelse can
gain his trust?”

The Crisis threatens one of
Xi’s great feats: the transforma-
tion ofthe Chinese militaryinto
aformidable force with new air-
craft carriers, hypersonic mis-
siles and an expanding nuclear
arsenal. And it comes as China’s
rivalry with the US has intensi-
fied, and as the Trump admin-
istration has put American fire-
power, and its limits, on vivid
display in Venezuela and Iran.

China’s war readiness may
be disrupted for years by the
very cleanup that Xi has said is
necessary to purify and
strengthen the ranks. What
once looked like a limited

The military
must never
have anyone who
harbours adivided
heart towards the
party”
X1 JINPING
CHINA'S LEADER

crackdown on corruption be-
came a sweeping dismissal of
dozens of top officers, and cul-
minated in the doewnfall early
this year of Zhang Youxia,
China’stop uniformed com-
mander, who had appeared to
bea confidant of Xi’s.

“This is Xi Jinping’s mili-
tary,” said Daniel Mattingly, an
associate professor at Yale Uni-
versity who studies China’s
politicsand military. “Why does
he break the thing that he built?

The corruption Xi
hasbeen huntingisreal.
But earlier internal
speeches by Xi, not pre-
viously reported in de-
tail, reveal another fac-
tor:aleaderwhosawinanysign
of disobedience the seed of a
political threat to his rule. He be-
came convinced, analysts say,
that the commanders he had
chosen to modernize the mili-
tary could nolonger be trusted,
their loyalty and effectiveness
eroded by graft and cronyism.

Analysts say the upheaval
has also exposed the tensions
between Xi’s two imperatives
— preparing for combat and
enforcing loyalty. .

| O

Earlyon, Xi appeared deter-
mined to avoid the fate of his
predecessor, Hu Jintao, who
was widely seen to have failed
to establish his authority over
China’s military commanders.

Hu'sdirectivestoarmy com-
manders were “more like sug-
gestions they would censider,”
said John Culver, a former CIA
analyst now at the Brookings
Institution. “Basicallyyou had
asystem that was no longer re-
sponsive ta the party.”

Aftercoming to power in
2012, Xi launched investiga-
tionsagainst commanders who
had grown wealthy, and over-
weening, under Hu, including
some previously deemed un-
touchable because of their
status.

From his first years in
power, Xi also began entrench-
ing a “chairman responsibility
system,” an overhaul that
tightened his control over the
military by giving him intelli-
gence and control deep intoits
ranks. He declared his confi-
dence in his own ability to spot
the right commanders for pro-
motion.

By late 2025, the purges were
reshaping notjust the ranks but
the balance of power amongre-
maining commanders.
Analysts suggested that
as the investigations
deepened, there was
growing turbulence in-
side the military elite, in-
cluding between commanders
focused on warfighting goals
and officers tasked with enfor-
cing political loyalty.

The final straw came when
Xi moved to promote Gen
Zhang Shengmin to vice chair
of the Central Military Com-
mission, said Christopher K
Johnson, a former US govern-
mentintelligence officer whois
now president of China Strat-
egies Group, a consultancy
firm. NYT



Why is hantavirus drawing global attention?

What is hantavirus? What happened on the expedition cruise ship MV Hondius early this month?

How does hantavirus spread? Why are health agencies monitoring recent cases? What are the
symptoms and treatment options? How concerned should the public be?

Athira Elssa Johnson

The story so far:
ollowing a hantavirus outbreak on the
MV Hondius expedition cruise ship in
early May, in which three deaths were
reported and at least five others were
infected, global attention has once again turned
to the group of viruses. Hantavirus had made
headlines last year following the passing of Betsy
Hackman, wife of renowned American actor
Gene Hackman.

What happened on the ship?

The Dutch expedition cruise ship was travelling
from Ushuaia in Argentina across parts of the
South Atlantic towards Cape Verde and the
Canary Islands when cases were identified
among both the passengers and the crew.

The World Health Organization (WHO) said
147 passengers and crew were onboard, and 34
passengers and crew had previously
disembarked. It said that as of May 8, there were
eight cases (six confirmed and two probable
cases) reported. Three of them died (two
confirmed and one probable) after contracting
the Andes strain of hantavirus. Several others
were hospitalised with symptoms including
fever and breathing difficulties.

investigate suspected hantavirus cases. REUTERS

MV Hondius docks off Cape Verde's Praia port on May 4, as he:

WHO has
stated that
hantavirus
does not
spread easily
between
humans like
airborne
viruses such
as influenza
or SARS-CoV-2

_-

-
alth authorities

After confirmed and suspected cases had
been identified among passengers after they left
the ship and travelled to different countries,
health authorities in Singapore, Switzerland,
South Africa, Spain, and the U.S. began tracking
and monitoring passengers.

What is hantavirus?

Hantaviruses are a group of viruses mainly
carried by rodents such as rats and mice.
Human beings can get infected after coming into
contact with infected rodent urine, saliva, or
droppings, especially while cleaning or
disturbing contaminated areas, which can
release virus particles into the air.

Hantavirus infections can affect either the
lungs or the kidneys. Some strains can cause
hantavirus pulmonary syndrome, a severe
respiratory illness, while others can lead to
haemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome,
affecting the kidneys and blood vessels. WHO
states that even though most hantaviruses do
not spread from one human to another, the
Andes virus strain found in parts of South
America has shown some human-to-human
transmission, usually among close contacts.

Why are health agencies concerned now?
The outbreak linked to the MV Hondius cruise
ship drew attention because passengers
travelled across several countries before the
infection was identified. WHO reported that
cases were characterised by fever,
gastrointestinal symptoms, pneumonia,
respiratory distress, and shock. Reacting to fears
of another pandemic, officials from WHO and
the Disease Control and Prevention have
stressed that hantavirus spreads very differently
from viruses such as COVID-19 and is far less
transmissible.

What are the symptoms?
WHO states that symptoms usually appear
between one and eight weeks after exposure.
Early symptoms are often flu-like and can
include fever, muscle aches, fatigue, headache,
chills, nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, and
dizziness.

In severe cases, the infection can affect the

lungs, causing coughing, chest tightness,
breathing difficulty, and fluid build-up in the
lungs. Some forms of the disease can also affect
the kidneys and blood vessels, leading to kidney
complications or bleeding problems. Since the
symptoms can resemble illnesses such as
influenza, COVID-19, dengue, or pneumonia,
diagnosis may sometimes be delayed. Even
though infections remain rare overall, severe
respiratory forms of hantavirus infection can be
dangerous, particularly without early medical
care.

Who is at risk?

People living or working in rodent-prone
environments face the highest risk. Farmers,
forestry workers, campers, construction
workers, and people cleaning poorly ventilated
or abandoned buildings are vulnerable. Health
agencies also advise caution while handling pet
rodents or entering rodent-infested spaces.

Is there a treatment or cure?

WHO notes that early diagnosis and timely
medical attention can significantly improve
outcomes. Prevention is important, particularly
through rodent control, proper sanitation, and
safe cleaning practices in potentially
contaminated environments.

Currently, there is no specific antiviral cure or
approved vaccine for hantavirus infection.
Treatment mainly focuses on supportive
medical care, including oxygen therapy, fluid
management, and intensive care support during
severe illness. Some patients may require
mechanical ventilation.

Could this become another pandemic?

Public health agencies say current evidence does
not suggest a COVID-19-like global pandemic
scenario. WHO has repeatedly stated that the
overall risk to the wider public remains low and
that hantavirus does not spread easily between
humans like airborne viruses such as influenza
or SARS-CoV-2.

The outbreak has also drawn attention to
zoonotic diseases — infections that spread from
animals to humans — and highlighted the
importance of staying prepared as global travel
and human-animal interactions increase. At the
same time, WHO and other health agencies have
stressed that stronger surveillance, quicker
reporting, testing systems, and coordination
between countries are helping health authorities
respond effectively.



