Was a ‘proper debate’ held in

Parliament on CEC and ECs

appointment law, asks SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked if there
had been a “proper de-
bate” in Parliament about
the “ethos™ of 1ts 2023
judgment that took the ap-
pointment of members of
the Election Commission
out of the exclusive hands
of the political executive,
namely, “the party which
not unnaturally has an in-
terest in perpetuating itself
in power”.

In a 2023 judgment in
Anoop Baranwal versus
Union of India, a Constitu-
tion Bench of the court had
replaced the mechanism of

the Opposition Leader in

the Lok Sabha, and the
Chief Justice of India. The
court had said the commit-
tee would be in place till
Parliament brought in a
law to replace it.

The Union government

selection. committee by a
Union Cabinet Minister
nemrmated by the Prime
Minister.

“But was there a proper
debate in Parliament about
the Anoop Baranwal judg-
ment? Is the ethos voiced
in the judgment reflected
in the Parliamentary de-
bates... That is not clear,”
said Justice Dipankar Dat-
ta, heading a Bench com-
prising himself and Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma.

Senior advocate Shadan
Farasat, appearing for an
intervenor, said the pass-
ing of the law had been

preceded by an en masse
suspension of Opposition

had brought in a law which

the President appointing

reverted to the dominant

MPs. “There was no prop-

er debate in the Parlia-

the Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and Election
Commissioners (ECs) on
the sole advice of the
Prime Minister with a more
participatory appointment
process involving a three-
member selection commit-
tee of the Prime Minister,

role of the executive in the
appointments of the CEC
and ECs. Under the Chief
Election = Commissioner
and other Election Com-

missioners !Kppomfment,

ment,” he said.

“A majority of the Oppo-
sition was suspended. [Al-
MIM MP Asaduddin] Owai-

si was the sole objector,
advocate Prashant Bhush-

Conditions of Service, and
Term of Ofhice) Act of 2023,
the CJT was replaced in the

an, appearing for ia-
tion for Democratic Re-
forms, submitted.
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Should the abortion law be amended for minor rape victims?

I PARLEY |

fOf em'unauons )0 We I¢
remove time limits on
abortions? Do abortion faws need to
rom criminal laws? How can access to safe
T improved? Dipika Jain and
Alka Barua discuss in a conversation moderated
by Zubeda Hamid. Edited excerpts.

are so many pregnant
ersonsa roaching the courts
to

Can we start with an overview of abortion
laws in India?
—

Dipika J: There are two sets of laws
rﬁﬂala(e abortion in [ﬁai Sections 88 to 94 of
the BNS and the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971. Abortion is
criminalised under Section
means thata woman w| T
pregnancy with her consent and the doctor who
terminates her pregnancy with her con: d
A Come T BT e SRt
was an exception created via the MTP Act,
which created a framework for conditional
rights. Abortion is legal in India based on certain
circumstances and conditions. The 2022
Supreme Court judgement also el
al ON I' ts as fundamental rights. There are
ree component arried women are

unm:

entitled to seek termi ; transgender
ns are also includs 1

ramework; and the right to j

ancy 1n [ndia is part of [the] ignal
autonomy of a woman or a pregnant person.

ich

Alka Barua: The law looks fairly liberal, but
there isn’t broad and progressive interpretation
at the ground level. And there are reasons for it.
One, the law places decision-making authorit
rimaril qu the doctors. So this gives scope
B erarbasd ompersonal bellets or

misunderstanding or unawareness of law. The
law’s implementation doesn't take into account
roviders amm.
BT T parenlary ore SoRgW wheh the
gestational limit has been 1ncreased and later.
ter and
require greater skills, better faclhues. As long as
abortion remains linked to a cril itis
ocial ‘many women lelay
care or seek unsafe pathways in such situations.

Is there a case to be made for the Supreme
Court’s ng removal of time limit

ABORTION

On paper: The Supreme Court, in 2022, has said that it recognises
reproductive decisional autonomy as a fundamental right. GETTY IMAGES.

on terminations of unwanted gremancies in
e case of minor rape victims?

DJ: The MTP Act se(s out general outer limits of.
24 weel two exceptions. One
suEslannal foetz anomalies, which h

as to

cemﬁﬁmd. and the other is to
save the life of the pregnant woman. In the past,
tHESTpPTeme Court fas, on murple

le occasions,

allowed termination up to 33 weeks of

E re‘-r_: ancz In cases -Jm E numa!l&. [This]
exposes a gap between legal categories that are
rigid and real life, medical and social situations.
So ifit is safe, and it is with the consent of the
pregnant person, and the termination is allowed

in cases of foetal anomalies, why can’t
terminations be allowed in other cases where

[ate-term termination becomes important? For
&ample, sexual assault, rape, drastic life

challenges, mental heal i inion,

anyone whose pregnancy is safe to terminate
Wi Timinate 1t.

———

AB: The law has not taken into account
ground level reality. There is no need for such
rigid gestational limifs for ter

Particularly in cases o; sexua assault survivors,
minors, or 3¥EEEEE efc. One reason is, they
tend to come late: because of the trauma, the
stigma, the lack of awareness about their
entitlements under the MTP Act; in case of
minors and adolesces n
now that they have conceived till late
Praancs T ey do hot ave dccess 0
resources; they have restricted mobility. Delayed
access is not out of choice but because
institutions, family structures, violence prevent
them from timely access. We believe that risk
shoull Sess Al safely

grovn led based on clinical ju gxrlent,t en why
niexible statutory cut-oft? The intent of the

law has to be interpreted more broadly rather
than using it as a barrier to provide services.

Do healthcare providers feel they may be at

risk of criminal proceedings if they proceed

DJ: Abortion is criminalised under law. But there
is also an exception, whi , on the

15 ol certain conditions, termination can be
offered. However, because it is conditional and
the burden of proofis on the doctor,
complications arise. This is not a rights-based
framework. It is a conditional, qualified
framework and sets out very strict conditions. If
you fail in any of these conditions, there can be
chances of presecution. We know that in 2021, a
doctor in Meghalaya was put behind bar:

a termination he 't even do.
me the
criminal framework and hablhly, for example,
the PCPNDT [and] POCSO. Why.cantwemove

from a criminal framewo) ights:hased
AB: The reason for this is not only lack of
awareness about what their obligations are,
what the service seekers’ entitlements are, but
also lack of awareness among those who are
enforcing the law at the ground level. Most
service providers are worried about police
involvement in cases of rape and minors. They
are confused about documentation
requirements. Then there are concerns about

the uncenaint around pre e
its. There are no clear
protoco s in place All this, in addition to the fact

that there is a social pressure, let’s not forget
that doctors belong to the same society as [that
of] service-seekers. All this leads to a chilling
effect. They don’t want to provide services in
such cases, particularly the later gestation cases.

Are there other countries that allow for

abortion ofi a demand basis rather t! na
57 Is that what a

m;nm rights framework looks

DJ: The Supreme Court in 2022 has said that it
recognises reproductive decision: as
afundamental right. It means that the decision
to terminate a pregnancy ul belo:

not also be the practice? If a pregnant person
ecides to terminate, why should the State

impose so many conditions? Why can’t it be

based on decisional autonomy and on demand?
There are many countries that have at least
early-term abortion on demand or on request,
and that’s exactly how our law should be.

AB: Irrespective of what the law is, our
experience is [that] when a woman decides to
terminate a pregnancy, she does get it
terminated. If restrictions are there, you are
ltrally pu- T TeF TS IS

1. The ct came into existence to
prevent unsafe abortions and maternal deaths

that very law, ecause of
the conditions i n has included in 1f ,1s eading

Vice seckers towards unsafe practices, then
the point is lost. I [also] just wanted to
distinguish between refusal on any grounds, be
it ethical or professional, skill level, and denial of
access. An individual service provider may
decline to perform a procedure to which they
have objections personally. The law says nothing
against it right now. But then they should be
made to refer the case, or ask someone else in
the facility to provide the services.

Would a law that lifts all condi;i'gﬁ and
allows for abortion on request be in conflict
With the POCSO law where the State has to

[GOK into sexual assault?
—_——
DJ: When the POCSO law was drafted, the focus

was on child sexual abuse. Section 19 of the
POCSO Act all

ng.
What haE%ns when it interacts with the MTP
ct? In the t, when an adolescent or
minor gets Ere%ant they can seek termination.
ut when the adolescent walks into the hospital,
&?&cﬁm'?_rﬁummmmmw
police. Now, what happens is, in case ofa
)t
bo* year-old girl will not go ahead and
the

seek termination because she knows t
@Wﬂmﬂ
e held for statutory rape. This is the problem
In 2022, the Suprem 0

with the MTP Act. The court rul inors
can access abortion services without their

identities mg( sclosed. So to some extent,
this has been addressed. However, it’s not
something that is working on the Eound.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu.com



UNCERTAINTY OVER GOVT FORMATION IN TAMILNADU

ijjay goes back to
RajBhavan, told to

show ma;orlty rst

AS ATOR-politician Vijay’s
ilaga Vettri Kazhagam
K) scrambled for the final
numbers needed to forma gov-
ernment in Tamil Nadu, its out-
reach to potential allies Thurs=
day carried a distinctly new
political style: WhatsApp mess-
ages from the state’s néwest
major party to seme of its old
ideological formations.

The reSponse fronf sections
of CPI, €PM VCK ranged

enior leaders privately admit-
ting they had never before re-
ceived a government-forma-

ond consecutive day, this time
expressing his wish to be sworn
inintwodays, TVK sourcessaid.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Banners of Vijay, whose TVK emerged as the single-largest party in
the Tamil Nadu Assembly elections, in Chennai on Thursday. p1i

Questions over role of

Governor: SC has upheld

primacy of floor test

Apurva Vishwanath
New Delhi, May 7

TAMILNADU Governor Rajen-
dra Arlekar’s decision to delay
the swearing-in of
gam (TVK) leader Vij

mmﬁ
the spotlight back on
the debate pitting the

cretion against the democratic
mandate of the people.
Conventionally, the single

| D

Governor’s gubernatorial dis-

largest stakes its claim, is
then invited to form the govern-
ment, and prove its majority on
the floor of the House. However,
Governor Arlekar is learnt to
have asked Vijay to sub-
mit proof of support
from at least 118 legisla-
tors — the majority
mark in the 234-
member Assembly.
TVK currently has 108
MLAs; with Congress’s five-
member support, the r
»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2




Floor test

rises to 113, but still short of the

majority mark of 118 MLAs.
Article 164 of the Constjtu-

tion states that the Chief Min-

ister shall be appointed by the
Gommme_x[ Min-
isters shall be appointed by the
g%%wme
ef Minister, and the Ministers
shall hold office during the
pleasure of the Governor.

To exercise this power, the
Governor invites the party that
has the people’s mandate and
stakes a claim to form the gov-
ernment. The Governor then
fixes a time to administer the
oath of office to the Chief Min-
ister designate. A pro-tem
speaker isappointed, usually the
senior-most legislator of the As-
sembly, toadminister the oathto
the MLAs and conduct a floor
test.

Thesingle-largest party con-

Congress Legislature Party (CLP)
leader Chandrakant Kavlekar
had moved the court that the
Governor should not have ap-
pointed Parrikar as Chief Min-
ister in the first place and his
swearing-in should, therefore,
be halted.

“During the course of hear-
ing, we were satisfied that thein-
stant sensitive and contentious
issue raised on behalfof the peti-
tioner, can be resolved by a
simple direction, requiring the
holding of a floor test at the ear-
liest. The holdingofthe floor test
would remove all possible ambi-
guities, and would result ingiv-
ing the democratic process the
required credibility”the SChad
said.

In 2018, the Congress party
and JD(S)knocked on the Su-
preme Court'sdoorsat midnight
afterGovernor Vajubhai Vala
scheduledtheswearing-inof BS
Yediyurappa as the Karnataka
€M.The Congress and JD(S) had
announced a post-poll alliance

vention has been reiterated sev-
eral times in judgmentseof the
Supreme Court. Given the
fraught political naturéof the Raj
Bhavan, now called Lok Bhavan,
opposition parties have sought
the Court'smteérvention in stak-
ing a claim to form the govern-
ment,

The8upreme Court had, in
2017, asked the then Manohar
Parrikar-led BJPgovernmentin
Goa to prove its majority on the

though the Governor invited the
BIP, the single largest party., to
formthe government. The Gov-
ernor had alsogiventhe BJP-led
government 15 days to prove jts
majority on the floor of the
house.

However, then CJI Dipak
Misra heard the casethrough the
night but refused to stay the
swearing in. A day later, the SC
alsoadvanced the floor test to 36
hours after allegations of horse-

floor of the House when a dis-

trading and locking up of MLAs

pute arose since Congress was
the single-largest party. Goa

in resorts were brought to the
court’s notice. Ultimately, the

BJP-led government failed the
floor test, and the Congress-led

alliance formed the govern-
ment. In May 2016, involving a
similar crisis in Uttarakhand as
well, the SC had underlined the
floor test as the “ultimate™epti
and directed then Congress CM
Harish Rawat toprove majority
on the floor ofthe house.

The defence by lawyers ar-
guing forBJP Karnataka in 2018
and BJPMaharashtra in 2019
was that constitutionally, the
Governor’s actions were not sub-
jecttojudicial review. They cited
Article 361 of the Constitution,
whichstates that any actdonein
exercise and performance ofthe
powers and duties of the office of
the President and Governor
were immune from scrutiny by
courts.

However, over the years, the
Supreme Court has interpreted
this provision liberally and
examined actions of the Gov-
ernor sexercise of discretionary
powers.

Former Union Law Minister
Ashwani Kumartold The Indian
Express that the Governor’s
movetodelay the swearing-inis

”

“agraceless stratagem.”

“The exercise of Constitu-
tional prerogative by the Gov-
ernor cannot be seen at odds
with the spirit of the mandate
and the political morality that
underpins democratic politics.
Constitutional conscience owes
noapology totechnicalities. De-
laying the swearing in of Vijay is
a political outrage and a consti-
tutional heresy,” he said.




UNCERTAINTY OVER GOVT FORMATION IN TAMILNADU

ijjay goes back to
Raj Bhavan, told to
show ma]()rlty rst

TVK reaches out to
others; AIADMK
keeps tie-up with
DMK open;Shifts
oresort

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, May 7

AS ACTOR-politician Vijay’s
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) scrambled for the final
numbers needed to forma gov-
ernment in Tamil Nadu, its out-
reach to potential allies Thurs=
day carried a distinctly new
political style: WhatsApp mess-
ages from the state’s néwest
major party to seme of its oldest
ideological formations.

The reSponse from sections
of CPI, €PMand VCK ranged
from cautious curiosity to vis-
ible discomfort, with several
senior leaders privately admit-
ting they had never before re-
ceived a government-forma-
tion invitation through a
messaging app from a party
seeking power in Fort St George.

The unusual outreach un-
folded even as Vijay met Gov-
ernor Rajendra Arlekar for asec-
ond consecutive day, this time
expressing his wish to be sworn
inintwodays, TVK sourcessaid.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Banners of Vijay, whose TVK emerged as the single-largest party in
the Tamil Nadu Assembly elections, in Chennai on Thursday. p1i

Questions over role of

Apurva Vishwanath
New Delhi, May 7

then invited tofo
ment, and pro
e House. However,
GoveprOr Arlekar is learnt to
have asked Vijay to sub-
mit proof of support
from at least 118 legisla-
tors — the majority
mark in the 234-
member Assembly.
TVK currently has 108
MLAs; with Congress’s five-
member support, the number
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Conventionally, the single



Vijay

In a parallel move, the
AIADMK shifted almost all of its
47MLAstoaluxury resort in Pu-
ducherry as the party sought to
shore up numbers forajoint fall-
back option with Dravidian
arch-rival DMK. AIADMK chief
Edappadi K Palaniswami is
planningto have lunch with the
MLAs at the resort on Friday,
sources said.

The DMK, meanwhile, auth-
orised party president M K Sta-
linto take “urgent decisions” to
ensure a “stable” government. It
islearnt that Stalin has directed
his party’s MLAs to remain in
Chennai until May 10.

In a sharply worded resol-
ution, the DMK accused the
Congress of abandoning their
Secular Progressive Alliance im-
mediately after benefiting from
itselectoral strength, calling the

political character”.

Theday’s political spetlight,
however, revolved around Vi-
jay's meeting with the Governor,
as the TVK chiéfonce again at-
tempted to convince Raj Bhavan
that heshouldbe invited to form
the govermmentasleader of the
singleldargest party in the As-
sembly’ But, according to
sources, the Governor main-
tained that Vijay must first dem-
onstrate majority support for his
party.

Itislearnt that Arlekar asked

Vijay to submit documentary
proof showing support from at
least118legislators —the major-
ity mark in the 234-member As-
sembly. TVK currently has 108
MLAs. With Congress's five-
member support, the number
risesto 113. But Vijay is expected
to vacate one of the two consti-
tuencies he won, effectively re-
ducing his side's working
strength and leaving the party
still short of the required
number.

The Governor's insistence
has disrupted TVK’s expecta-
tion that Vijay could be sworn'in
firstand prove his majoritylater
on the Assembly floor. Fellow-
ing Thursday's meeting, senior
TVK leaders and legal advisers
held consultatdonsat Vijay's resi-
dence in Neelankarai. Some
leaders suggested exploring
legaloptions before the Madras
High Court or Supreme Court
while others even floated the

possibility of a fresh election if

government formation re-
mained deadlocked.

The more immediate
struggle, however, remained
political, not legal. Over the past
24 hours, TVK intensified its
outreach to parties within the
DMK alliance, particularly the
CPL, CPM, VCK and IUML —all
with two MLAs each.

Leaders in the Left parties
and VCK told The Indian Ex-
pressthat TVK's communica-
tion largely came through
WhatsApp messages rather
than formal political channels.

“Aparty thatistryingto formthe
government, and which isshort
of numbers, hasnot visited us or
even come to our office. They
merely sent invitations through
WhatsApp and claimed that we
were invited. How are we sup-
posed to interprét.this' ap-
proach?” a Left leader Said.

Another SeniorLeft leader
described the-eutreach as a
clash bétween political cultures
before quipping that “perhaps,
this is Gen-Z coalition politics”.

Behind the unease lies a
deeper anxiety within sections
of the Opposition INDIA blocin
Tamil Nadu. “What happened
wasthat TVKbrokethe INDI al-
liance with a single phone call
when Congress walked away
from the DMK alliance. Should
theybeallowed tobreak the Left
alliance too?” the Left leader
said.

The Left parties, however,
stopped short of rejecting Vijay.
Leaders in the CPI, CPM and
VCK stressed that the single lar-
gest party should be given the
first opportunity to form the
government. CPIstate secretary
M Veerapandian said constitu-
tional conventions and Su-
preme Court rulings supported
allowing TVK to prove its major-
ity on the Assembly floor after
the swearing-in.

VCK chief Thol Thirumaval-
avan confirmed that his party
had received TVK's request and
said its high-level committee
would take a decision after in-
ternal consultations.



Nida Khan, accused in TCS case, arrested

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Over 40 days after a first in-
formation report was regis-
tered against her in a rape
and sexual exploitation
case, suspended TCS em-
ployee Nida Khan was ta-

ken into police custody in
Chhatrapati Sambhajina-
gar late on Thursday night.

The arrest was made in
a joint operation by the
Nashik SIT, the Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar Crime
Branch and the Chhatrapa-
ti Sambhajinagar Police

Commissioner. “Ms. Khan
has been taken into custo-
dy from Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar. We are in the
process of completing the
legal action now,” said As-
sistant Commissioner of
Police Sandip Mitke, who
heads the Nashik Police

SIT. She would be pro-

duced in court thereafter.
Recently, a Nashik court

had refused Ms. Khan’s an-

ticipatory bail application

the rosecution
claimed that she had links
in Malaysia and_in Male-

gaon.



Delhi urges Dhaka to

expedite verification of

2,800 illegal immigrants

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The repatriation of Bangla-
deshi citizens who are ille-
gally staying in India is a
“core issue” in the Delhi-
Dhaka relationship, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
on Thursday.

Responding to com-
ments from Bangladesh’s
new _government -about
possible “push-ins” from
the Indian side, Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal sought Dhaka’s coop-
eration on expediting the
repatriation of at least
2,862 identified illegal im-
migrants from Bangladesh.

“These comments must
be seen in the context of
the core issue of repatria-
tion of illegal Bangladeshis
from India. This requires
cooperation from Bangla-
desh. Over 2,862 cases of

nationality verification are
pending with Bangladesh,
some for over five years,”
Mr. Jaiswal said.

India expects Bangla-
desh to “expedite national-
ity verification” of these
identified individuals so
that “repatriation of illegal
immigrants can take place
in a smooth manner,” he
said. “Our policy is that all
illegal foreign nationals
staying in India must be re-
patriated as per our laws,
procedure and established
bilateral arrangements,”
Mr. Jaiswal added.

The Indian response
came days after Bangla-
desh Foreign Minister Kha-
lilur Rahman and Home
Minister Salahuddin
Ahmed said Dhaka would
take “appropriate mea-
sures” if attempts are made
to “push-in” _individuals
from India across the
border.




MAJOR STICKING POINTS REMAIN UNRESOLVED

USand Iraninch closerto

short-term deal to end war

Reuters
Islamabad,Washington,
Dubai, May 7

THE UNITED States and Iran
are edging toward atemporary
agreement to halt their war,
sources and officials said on
Thursday, with Tehran review-
ing a proposal that would stop
the fighting but leave the most
contentious issues unresolved.

Iran’s foreign ministry spo-
kesperson said Tehran had not
yetreached aconclusion on the
emerging plan, which accord-
ing to the sources centreson a
short-term memorandum
rather than a comprehensive
peace deal, underscoring deep
divisions between the two
sides. Hopes that even a partial
deal could lead to the reopen-
ing of the Strait of Hormuzhave
already moved markets, with
oil prices sliding again onbets

that supply disruptionscould
ease and global stoeks largely
holding onto record highs.

Tehran and Washington
have scaled back ambitions for
asweepingsettlement as differ-
encespersist, particularly over
Iran's nuclear programme - in-
cluding thefate of its highly en-
riched uranium stockpiles and
how long Tehran would halt

People raise slogansin favour of the regime in Tehran. reuters

nuclear work:

Instead, they are working
toward a temporary arrange-
ment/set out in a one-page
mempo aimed at preventing a
return to conflict and stabilis-
ing shipping through the strait,
the sources and officials said.

“Our priority isthat they an-
nounce a permanent end to
war and the rest of the issues
could be thrashed out once
thev get back to direct talks,” a
senior Pakistani official in-
volved in mediation between
the two sides told Reuters.

The proposed framework
would unfold in three stages:

formally ending the war, resolv-
ing the crisis in the Strait of
Hormuz and launching a 30-
daywindow for negotiationson
a broader agreement, accord-
ing to the sources and officials.

Tehran said Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araqchi held a
phone call on Thursday with
Ishaq Dar, his counterpart in
Pakistan, which has taken a
leading role in mediation ef-
forts. “We remain optimistic,”
Pakistan's foreign ministry spo-
kespersonTahir Andrabitold a
briefing in Islamabad when
asked how quickly adeal could
come.

“A simple answer would be
that we expect an agreement
sooner rather than later.”

US President Donald
Trump - who has repeatedly
played up the prospect of a
breakthrough since the war
began on February 28 with U.S.-
Israeli strikes on Iran - has also
struck an optimistic tone.

“Theywanttomakeadeal...
it's very possible,” he told re-
porters at the White House on
Wednesday, adding later that
“it'll be over quickly”.

The proposal would for-
mally end the conflictin which
full-scale warfare was paused
by a ceasefire announced on
April 7. Butitleaves unresolved
key US demands that Iran sus-
pend its nuclear work and re-
open the Strait of Hormuz, the
sources said.

In a sign of the US keeping
up pressure, it imposed sanc-
tions on Thursday on Iraq’s
deputy oil minister and three
militia leaders over what it said
was their support for Iran.

Israel said on Thursday it
had killed a Hezbollah com-
mander in an airstrike on Bei-
rut aday earlier, the first Israeli
attack on the Lebanese capital
since a ceasefire there was
agreed last month.



Unwinnable war

The US. should pursue a deal with Iran,
and not take a maximalist stand

hen Donald Trump announced ‘Oper-
w ation Project Freedom’, aimed at

“guiding” stranded merchant vessels
out of the Strait of Hormuz, he warned that any
interference from Iran would be dealt with “for-
cefully”. Over the previous weeks, Mr. Trump
had issued several ultimatums to Tehran to reo-
pen the waterway, which it closed after the U.S.
and Israel launched the war on February 28. As
Iran refused to budge, Mr. Trump launched the
operation to militarily reopen the strait. But it
lasted barely 50 hours. Iran responded by firing
at two American destroyers in the strait and at-
tacking a UAE tanker off Oman’s coast. The UAE,
a close strategic partner of both the U.S. and Is-
rael, also said it was attacked twice. With the cea-
sefire coming under strain amid hostilities, Mr.
Trump, on Wednesday, said he was pausing the
operation “at the request of Pakistan”, While Mr.
Trump continues to make sweeping claims about
winning the war, the fact that the Strait of Hor-
muz remains closed — and that,the operation to
reopen it did not last even three days — points to a
very different reality on the ground. The U.S. not
only failed to achieve anyof its declared objec-
tives during the 40 days of war, but is now grap-

E]mi with a crisis created by the war itself — the

Unlike Mr. Trump, who has made several self-
contradictory statements since the war began,
Iran has remained consistent in its demands. Su-
preme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei said last week
that Iran would “protect” its missile and nuclear
capabilities and continue to exercise control over
the Strait of Hormuz. Tehran appears convinced
that the war has strengthened its hand and that
time is on its side. Mr. Trump has made a series of
miscalculations. In the first week of the war, he
said he would accept nothing short of Iran’s “un-
conditional surrender”. But as the conflict
dragged on, he started demanding a deal. Both
sides agreed to a ceasefire on April 8, but the U.S.,
which imposed a blockade on Iranian ports on
April 12, failed to exact any meaningful conces-
sion from Iran. Contrary to his rhetoric, he holds
few strong cards in this war of attrition. If the cri-
sis persists, it will inflict lasting damage on the
U.S. and the global economy, potentially endan-
gering Mr. Trump’s presidency. If he resumes the
war, Tehran will retaliate by targeting Gulf king-
doms, which would be catastrophic for the global
economy. America is not winning this war. No
amount of social media threats or military pos-
turing is going to alter that reality. Washington
should recognise this and pursue a deal with Iran
based on accommodating mutual demands and
reciprocal concessions if it wants to avoid push-
ing the world economy towards the precipice.




China sentences

former defence

ministers to death

with 2-yr reprieve

Wei Fenghe (left) and Li Shangfu. reuters

Antoni Slodkowski
Beijing, May 7

FORMER CHINESE defence
ministers Wei Fenghe and Li
Shangfu were both sentenced
to death with a two-yearre-
prieve over graft charges, state
news agency Xinhua reported
on Thursday, undexscoring the
severity of thepurge in the mili-
tary.
~ The armed forces have been
one of the main targets of a
braad eorruption crackdown
ordered by President Xi Jinping
after coming to power in 2012.
The purges reached the elite
Rocket Force, which oversees
nuclear weapons as well as
conventional missiles, in 2023.

Earlier this year they esca-
lated further, resulting in the
removal of the top general in
the People's Liberation Army,
Zhang Youxia, who was a Polit-
buro member and was long
seen as an ally of Xi.

Past reports in Xinhua said
Li had been suspected of re-
ceiving "huge sums of money"
in bribes as well as bribing
others, and an investigation
found he "did not fulfil political
responsibilities” and "sought

personnel benefits for himself
and others".

An investigation
launched into Wei in 2023
found that he had accepted "a
huge amount of money and
valuables” in bribes and
"helped others gain improper
benefits in personnel arrange-
ments”, Xinhua reported in
2024, adding that his actions
were "extremely serious in na-
ture, with a highly detrimental
impact and tremendous
harm”.

A death sentence with re-
prieve in China is typically

commuted to life imprison-
ment if the offender commits
no crimes during the period of

reprieve.

After the commutation,
they will be imprisoned for life
without the possibility of
further commutationor parole,
Xinhua said.

China's ongoing military
corruption purges are leaving
serious deficiencies in its com-
mand structure and are likely
to have hampered the read-

iness of its rapidly modernising
armed forces, the International

Institute for Strategic Studies
said this year. REUTERS




Nepal: Case filed against

ex-minister, Chinese

company over graftin

China-funded airport

Reuters
Kathmandu, May 7

NEPAL'S TOP graft body on
Thursday filed a case against 14
individuals, including former
finance minister Gyanendra
Bahadur Karki and a Chinese
company, over alleged fax
waivers granted duringthiecon-
struction of the China-funded
Pokhara International Airport.
The Commission for the In-
vestigation of Abuse of Author-
ity (CIAA) filed the case at the
Special'Court. Several other
caséshave been filed in the past
for the misappropriation of bil-
lions of rupees in the project.
According to Ganesh Baha-
dur Adhikari, assistant spokes-
person for the CIAA, the
charges relate to alleged tax

exemptionsgranted to the Chi-
nese contractor in violation of
the originalagreement during
the ai¥port construction.

The CIAA hasclaimed atotal
alleged damage of Rs 3.62 billion
inl the corruption case, accord-
ing to officials at the CIAA.

Officials of the Chinese com-
pany China CAMC Engineering
CoLtd —which constructed the

airport — and its represen-
tatives have also been named as
defendantsinthe charge sheet.

Those charged also include
former secretaries Kewal Bhan-
dari, Maheshwar Neupane and
Suresh Acharya, serving secre-
tary Danduraj Ghimire, and
then director generals of the
Civil Aviation Authority of
Nepal, Pradeep Adhikari and
Sanjeev Gautam.




