CJI's role in CEC, EC appointments

was temporary, pending new law: SC

Court’s observation was in response to pleas challenging a 2023 Act, which replaced the CJI with a Union Minister on the

selection panel; petitioners argue this law overrides a Constitution Bench judgment which sought a'panel of PM, LoP, CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday said

the Chief Justice of
India’s involvement in the
appointment of the Chief
Election = Commissioner
(CEC) and Election Com-
missioners (ECs) was only
meant to last until Parlia-
ment came up with a law.

The court’s observation
was in response to multiple
petitions challenging the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Ser-
vice, and Term of Office)
Act of 2023.

The petitioners, who in-
clude the Association for
Democratc Reforms_and

VISt Jaya |hakur, said

the 2023 law clothed the

cal executive of the

day with a dominant, if not

exclusive”, control over

t ment ol the
C S.

The law was introduced
in December 2023, ostensi-

bly to countermand a Con-

i € same year.

Are you saying Parliament did not have
the power to make the law? Or can a

mandamus be given to Parliament to make a
law only in a certain way?

SUPREME COURT

This judgment had de-

clared that CEC and EC ap-
pointments should be
made on the recommenda-

commitiee of the

Prime MInSter, e LeAdes
of the Opposition_of th

Lok San'Ea (LoP) orthe
1éader of the largest Oppo-
$ftion party in the LOK Sab-
lia, and the CHief justice of

India (CJI)
e court had ordered

that its judgment would re-
a-
makes a law in con-

ISR
nsutution”.

tently, the go-
vernment brought the
2023 Act, replacing the CJI
with a Union Cabinet Mi-
nister in the committee.
The current CEC, Gyanesh

Kumar, was the first to be
appointed to the office un-
der the new law.

‘Prime Minister’s man’
On Wednesday, senior ad-
vocate Vijay Hansaria, ap-
pearing for the petitioners,
said the Constitution fram-
ers and the Supreme Court
itsell had never intended
the to be the “Prime
Minister's_baby _or__the
Prime Minister’s man”.
=M. Hansaria submitted
that both the Constitution
framers and the supreme
Tourt had warned against
[eaving the appointment of

Election _Commission.
exclusnve|x in the hands of

the executive.
He referred to the Su-
preme Court’s own obser-

vations inthe March 2023

Tonstitution Bench_judg-
fiient (Anoop_ Baranwal v.

o] India) that_the
“fierce . independence,
WeTalTy _and bonesty"
eWim
of the Election Commis-
sion required an end to go-
vernment monopoly and
“extmmﬁrL over
alg’fpﬂ?wmh-
eSt po! y.

Prior to the judgment,
the CEC and ECs were ap-
pointed by the President
on the advice of the Prime
Minister. The judgment
had brought the appoint-
ment process on par with
that of the CBI Director.

However, Justice Datta
highlighted that even the
Supreme Court had only
intended the judgment to
be operative till Parliament
passed a law.

“Are you saying Parlia-
ment did not have the pow-
er to make the law? Or can
a mandamus be given to
Parliament to make a law
only in a certain way?” Jus-
tice Datta asked.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, also
for the petitioners, said

their case was not just
about the replacement of
the CJI with a Cabinet Mi-
nister in the committee. It
was also about the consti-
tutionality of an Act which
had effectively reverted the
control over the appoint-
ment of CEC and ECs to the
Executive.

“The point is Election
ComifTission appointments
<canmnot be under the con-
trol of the executive,” he

Mr. Sankaranarayan
said the Anoop Baranwal
fidgment Tiad sddressed a
“legislative vacuum”. Be-

I appoint-
ments of the CEC and ECs
were made bﬁ the Presi-

ent on the advice of the
Prime Minister. The -ar-
rangement” had ensured
ATar e power of appoint-
et rested with the Polit-
iCaTExecutve.
—This mechanism ought
to have stopped in the
1950s, but whichever par-
ties came to power found
the arrangement conve-
nient,” Mr. Sankaranaraya-
nan said.

Arguments would conti-
nue on Thursday.




Nicobar gram sabhas signed off on

infra project without 50% quorum

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The Andaman and Nicobar
Islands (A&NI) administra-
fion did not achieve the
mandated 50% quorum at

the gram sabha meetings
held to get consent for the

entre’s  392,000-crore
Great Nicobar Island pro-
ject. Instead, it claimed to
have done so by atten-
dance figures ranging from
fion, which, it argued in

the Calcutta High Court,
counted as “proper_quo-

-

Submissions beforethe Calcutta HC show that meetings to get nod
for the 392,000-crore plan didn’t have mandated strength. FILE PHOTO

needed in such a meeting

to_reach a decision. Ac-
cording to the rules issued

rum”. The submissions
were made by the adminis-
tration in an affidavit to the
Bench that is hearing a
batch of petitions alleging
that procedures under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) had
been violated in obtaining
consent for the project.
Quorum is' the mini-

mum number of members

by the Centre for the im-
plementation of the FRA, a
quorum at a gram sabha is
achi if ‘one-half”
or 50% of the adult popula-
tion of that village is in at-
tendance, of which one-

Laxmi Nagar, and Govind
Nagar gram panchayats,
covering seven villages, on
August 12, 2022. The
Campbell Bay meeting was
attended by 105 people,
the one in Laxmi Nagar by
163 people, and the Govind
Nagar sabha had 81 people.
The administration said all

third must be women.

The administration sub-
mitted that meetings were
held for Campbell Bay,

three meetings passed “un-

animous  resolutions con-

senting to the project.
Compared to the popu-

lation of these gram pan-
chayats as per the 2011
Census, the strength of the
Campbell Bay meeting was
1.83% of the total popula-
tion of 5,736, that of the
Laxmi Nagar was 14.72% of
the population of 1,107,
and the attendance at the
Govind Nagar meeting was
11.98% of the population of
676. Put together, 349 peo-
ple (4.6%) signed off on the
project at these three gram
sabhas meant to represent
seven villages, whose total
population stood at 7,519
as of 2011.

The submissions, which
were taken on record by
the High Court on Wednes-
day, came after the Centre
sought time from the court
to “demonstrate that con-
sent has been taken from
the tribal people”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



here have been some significant policy
changes in the recent past — this

includes the implementation of the
hew Labour Coges and the Viksit

Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission !Gramini Bi!]: Zd% EEEE#E Ee
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) — which have raised
serious concerns regarding the welfare of
informal workers and those belonging to rural
India. These changes are accompanied by the
official understanding that inequality is much less
of a concern today than it was in the ear] S,
even though data comparability itself is an issue.

Inequality estimates, initial observations
Analysis of inequality warrants clarification on a
few issues, among other things.

The first is inequality of what — income,
wealth, consumption expenditure? Second, how
is it measured? Third, along which axis it is
assessed — caste, class, gender, religion?, and
fourth, data source and comparability of
estimates generated from multiple surveys, if

N S
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Consumption expenditure inequality in India

Locating inequality by space and consumption type

Source: Authors’

calculation and

illustration using

unit level data

of Household

Consumption 0.3
Expenditure Survey

2023-24.
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overall consumption
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Figure 2: Urban - rural
gap by consumption type
Source: Same as figure 1.
Respective mean ratio is in
parenthesis.
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marked with methodological changes. Our
estimate from the Household Consumer
Expenditure Survey (HCES 2023-24), conducted
by the National Sample Survey Organisation
(NSSO)i suggests that overall consumption
expenditure inequality, measur ini
index, is 0.29 — higher than the widely cited
World Bank estimate of 0.25. The World Bank’s
method too, in thisTegard, came under scrutiny.
With further disa; ation, one finds that
urban, as ex_#g—[—qecte,lsnmrelme qual than the

Tural sector. [ndia’s consumption boom during
e Tast couple of decades has been primarily
driven by non-food expenditure. We find that
inequality is much higher for the same compared
to food expenditure. This is true for the rural and
urban sectors, the inequality for both being
higher in case of the urban sectors, and relatively

more for non-food expenditure.
Since most growth-inducing activities are

urban TETITC AR agricultural distress persists, it
T Taperative exaefhe banmrsl gap
wElcE Ts snown Dy the mean ratio here. A E{'gher
than unity mean ratio would reflect a relatively
better position than the respective all-India
average. Lesser than unity would imply
otherwise. There is a substantial gap between
urban and rural sectors in this regard and the
SparyE Tore sikieg I e case ofpot food
S itne Fir gl e it

flon-food monthly per capita expenditure (MPCE)
isabout 1.5 times h?gﬁer t)Ean the all India
“AVETage, While that for rural is much lower than
the same point of reference.
mmsis also reveals a
considerable gap between the consumption share
and per-capita spending of overall MPCE-based
deciles. ¥/ e

opulation alone contributes 27% of the total
non-food eernalture‘ mplying that the rest of

e 90% contributes only 73% of the same. The
mean MPCE of the topmost decile Is six times that

of the bottom most decile for the urban sector,
compared to 4.5 times in the rural sector.
Strikingly, the mean MPCE of the top most decile
in the urban sector is nine times that of the
bottom most decile in the rural sector. Once we
proceed a step further and decompose total
inequality into within- and between-group
components, it appears that: in urban India,
within-decile and between-decile inequalities
account for about 33% and 67% of food
expenditure inequality, respectively, and about
10% and 90% of non-food expenditure inequality.
The relative importance of between-decile group

inequality for non-foed consumption holds true
for the rural sector too. Further, the per-capita
consumption expenditure of the richest 5% is six
times higher than that of the poorest 5% in the
rural areas; the same is nine times for urban
areas. In short, the urban sector, which is more
affluent, is more unequal than its rural
counterparts.

Inequality dynamics in India

First, it is almost unanimously agreed upon that
the superrich segment of the Indian population is
hardly captured by the NSS surveys
(consumption or wealth); thus any inequality
estimation based on the same is a gross
underestimation. Our own calculation based on
this data suggests that about one fourth of even
the richest 10% in India benefited from the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY)
and about 13% of them have access to Below
Poverty Line (BPL) ration cards.

Second, for a nuanced understanding of
inequality dynamics in India, one must go
beyond inter-personal or solely income/spending
groups-based (for example, decile; percentile)
inequality calculations and analyse disparity
along various socio-economic axes such as caste
and class. Deploying an alternative class-based
analysis alongside a closer examination of the
growth process and policy changes since
Independence, Vamsi Vakulabharanam of the
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, in his
book, Class and Inequality in China and India,
1950-2010, shows that since the 1980s (even
before the 1991 reforms), urban owners,
managers, and professionals have gained
disproportionately, contributing to India’s
consumption boom,

In contrast, urban informal workers, rural
small farmers, and agricultural labourers have
lagged markedly behind. All these added to
increasing between-class inequality vis-a-vis
within-class inequality in India’s evolving urban
landscape. Over the last decade or so, there has
not been any systemic change despite various
mm&m\
trend in class-based inequality. Typical
e;q:)m':smlm)_l_mﬁy_oﬂé overlook this
growth-class-inequality nexus. Moreover, a large
share of Indians remains engaged in debt-led
consumption. The complexities involved in the
issue of inequalify T Tndia warn us that policies

1Sparity co e misleading and may groduce

adverse, albeit unintended, welfare implications.




SC should take cognisance

of Bengal election, make
counting videos public: SP

Party chief Akhilesh Yadav claims what happened in West Bengal could be replicated on a larger

scale in UP. Assembly election next year; declines comment on Cong. leaving DMK for TVK in TN.

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW

ays after the Bha-
n ratiya Janata Party
(BJP) won the As-

sembly election in West
Bengal, Samajwadi Party
(SP) president Akhilesh Ya-
dav on Wednesday raised
doubts about the fairness
of the poll process and de-
manded that the Supreme
Court order the video re-
cording of vote counting be
made public.

“When court proceed-
ings have gone live, why
can’'t _vote counting go
live?” Mr. Yadav said.

“Why is CCTV not live?
Why are they so afraid of
it? We demand the Su-
preme Court immediately
take cognisance of the
West Bengal poll and put
the video of the counting
in front of the people of the
country,” he said.

He alleged that what
happened during the elec-
tion in West Bengal could
be replicated on a larger
scale in Uttar Pradesh,
where the Assembly poll is

Samajwadi Party president Akhilesh Yadav addressing a press
conference in Lucknow on Wednesday. ANI

scheduled next year.

The SP.chief added that
when his party comes to
power in Uttar Pradesh,
the government in Delhi
will go. “We have defeated
them in U.P., which is why
their election mafia will
target us. We are alert but
will not disclose any strate-
gy to you [media].”

Mr. Yadav also dismis-
sed party leader Kironmay
Nanda’s recent statement.
Mr. Nanda had claimed
that the SP president did
not go to West Bengal as he
received feedback that Tri-
namool Congress chairper-
son Mamata Banerjee was

sure to lose the poll.

“I did not go campaign-
ing anywhere. We [SP] did
not have the resources to
campaign [in  other
States),” he said.

Mr. Yadav had extended
support to Ms. Banerjee in
the election. Asked if he
would meet the outgoing
Chief Minister, he said, “I
will go to West Bengal.”

The SP president also
refused to give a direct rep-
ly on the DMK calling the
Congress a “backstabber”
after the latter announced
it would back the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) in
Tamil Nadu. “Why should I

tell you whom I will rely on
or not?” he said.

On whether he would
reach out to the NDA’s al-
lies, JD(U) leader Nitish Ku-
mar and TDP leader Chan-
drababu Naidu, Mr. Yadav
said, “If Nitishji recognises
me, he will come with us,
while he [Mr. Naidu] has
our ‘cycle’ [election
symbol].”

I-PAC termination

Mr. Yadav added that his
party severed 1its associa-
fion with the political con-
“sultancy iirm, Indian Polit-
1cal  Action Committee
(I-PAC), due to shortage of
funds. He dismissed specu-
lation that the termination
of contract was because of
the recent election results.
The SP chief said the party
had engaged I-PAC for a
brief period ahead of the
2027 State Assembly poll
but could not continue the
arrangement. “They
worked with us for a few
months, but we are not
able to continue because

we do not have that kind of
funding,” he said.




~ LEARNING FROM CONFLICTS ATHOME, ABROAD |
Underground infra to air defence,

armed forces fast-track priorities

Dual-use infra like airfields, roads
connecting strategic areas closer to
borders also a key focus area

QPERATION
sindoor

AYEARLATER

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, May 6

THEEARLY hours of May 7will
markone year of Operation Sin-
door, a strike by the Indian
armed forces on terror targets
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
and Pakistan followed by hos-
tilities between the two coun-
tries over four days.

A year since, the Indian
military has focused on two sig-
nificant aspects: large-scale
construction of underground
infrastructure and the estab-
lishment of astrong airdefence
system.

Learningfrom/Operation
Sindoor and ongoing global
conflicts, several changes are
being considered, covering de-
ployment of troops and equip-
ment, acquisition of new tech-
nology and weapons, among
them a range of drones and

THEEDITORIAL PAGE

BENCHMARKSET,
INSTITUTIONALISE
LESSONS FROM OP

SYED ATA HASNAIN P12

counter-drone systems, and
newer ways of fightingwars.
Multiple offieialsacross the
defence establishimenttold The
Indian Express that the con-

struction.of large-scale under-
ground infrastructure has been

amajor.focus of the military,
alongside the implementation
of other passive measures such
asdispersal Ol assets and forma-
fions, increased concealment
and camouflage, and force pres-
ervation efforts.

According to officials, work
on the construction of under-
ground command and control
centres, starting with the
Army’s Command and Corps
Headquarters level and later at
divisional and lower levels, has
been underway.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Rameez Khan, wife Urusa offer prayers at their children’s graves. In
Poonch, 14 people were killed in border shelling last May. ArRun sHaRMA

oonch...

cross-bordershelling in Poonch
during Operation Sindoor.

“Theywould open
for us when we

Arun Sharma
Poonch, May

THE INESS that assails
eez and Urusa Khan as
they walk through the iron
gates of their single-storey wijfe'Orusa. “We're now simply
home in Poonch’s Chaktrog~Passingthrough life.”

town is pervasive. It slips#fto Zoya and Zain, who were
their evening tea, hgarits their  born S minutes apart and died
favourite corpers; and follows  within minutes of each other
themas visit the gravesof = onMay?7,2025, were amongthe
their 11-year-oldtwinsZoyaand 14 people killed in shelling in
Zain — bothKkilled in last year’s »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



U_n-derground infra

These underground com-
mand centres will be equipped
with C412SR (Command, Con-
trol, Communications, Com-
puters, Intelligence, Informa-
tion, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance), which can be
shared among all services on a
secure network.

A C4I2SR is an integrated
system that enables military
commanders to achieve situ-
ationalawareness and coordina-
ing superiority in operations
across domains. under-
ground command and control
centerwill enable military com-
manders to lead operations se-
curely during active conflict.

Other underground infra-
structure to be constructed will
include limited medical facil-
ities, livingbunkers designed for

- uring
wars and other disasters, am-
munitionand FOL (Fuel, Oil. Lu-
bricants) and rations storage fa-
cilities in forward locations
along the borders, as well as in
depth areas.

Officials said that construc=

tion of 3D-printed bunkers,

which are quick to make, resil-
ientand can easily be relocated,

the hardened bunker.

Aside from the construction
of underground military infra-
structure, the creation of dual-
use infrastructure such as air-

Tields, higchwavs s
connectingstrategicareascloser
tobordershasalsoemergedasa
key priority.

For instance, the IAF last
month conducted an emerg-
ency landing field activation
drillon the Purvanchal Express-
way inSultanpurin UP. Fighters,
including the Su-30MKI, Jaguar,
Mirage 2000, and C295 transport
aircraft, participated inthe drill.
Several airfields across the
country, including those closer
to the borders, have been
opened for civil use.

Drawing from the lessons of
Operation Sindoor, during
which Pakistan sent swarms of
low-cost drones tedndia, and
also from thelsragl-USand Iran
war, inwhich Iranians launched
drones and.missiles towards Is-
rael and US bases in the Gulf
countries, strengthening air de-
fencehasbeenakey focusofthe
armed forces.

While there are moves to es-
tablish a comprehensive air de-
fence shield under the Sudar-

will also form part of the
country’s undergroundinfra-
structure.

Itisalsolearnt that the focus
is also on thecreation of addi-
tionaltinderground infrastruc-
ture along the western borders,
soastomakedaily routine oper-
ations resilient to wars or dis-
asters, a key elementof which is

shan Chakra mission — a panel
under the Defence Researchand
Development Organisation
(DRDO) recently submitted a
pre-feasibility report onthe pro-
ect — work has also begun on
enhancing the existing Akash-
teer cover of the Army.

An indigenous, automated
Air Defence Control and Repor-

ting Systemofthe Army, Akash-
eer canbe easuy 1 WI
the IACCS (JAF) and TRIGUN
(Navy), creating a clear and real-
fime picture of the battlefield.

There has also been large-
scale procurement of counter-
UAS systems — many of these
will be integrated with legacy
weapon systems of the armed
forces —whichare cheapertoop-
erate, yetaccurate and will help.
optimisethe use of ammunition.

Air Marshal Narmdeshwar
Tiwari (retd), who was Vice Chief
of Air Staff during Operation Sin-
door, told The Indian Express
that India managedtodefendall
its bases from Pakistan’s attacks
during Operation Sindoordueto
its robust;layered air defence
shieldaalready in place, but that
will continue to evolve.

‘Underlining thatdetection is
akey componentof air defence,
he said the idea is to get the in-
formationasquickly as possible.
“Getting more advanced and
specialised sensors and radars
that pick up information about
incoming threats, covering
everything from ballistic mis-
siles to small drones, will be the
way forward towards
strengthening air defence,” he
said. He said it may not be feas-
ibletodefend every piece ofland
against all weapon systems, SO
the deployment of air defence
assets should focus on prioritis-
ing what is most important to
protect.

Aside from plans to procure
sophisticated sensors and ra-
dars, the Indian military has,
since last year, prioritised pro-
curement of counter-UAS sys-
tems.

Indiahasalsobeen planning

to procure more S-400 surface:
to-air missile systems. The
DRDO hasbeen developing Pro
ject Kusha, an indigenous long:
range surface-to-airmissile sys
tem to protéctstrategic military
and civilian assets and infra-
structurefroma range of aeria
threats.

Onthe military’s focus on of
fensive air defence, Alr Marsha
Tiwari said the idea of a robus!
air defence infrastructure is no
onlytodenythe enemy from hit:
{ingany Indian target, butalso tc

i ing the air-
space of his own country fo!
launching any attack.

The S-400s. the Kusha anc
even the MRSAMs (medium-
range surface-to-air missiles,
can act as offensive air defence
systems based on how they are
deployed, hesaid.

Last year, IAF chief Air Chie:
Marshal A PSinghdisclosed that
among the targets destroyed or
May 7 was a large Pakistani air-
borne platform, possibly ar
ELINT (Electronic Intelligence,
or AEW&C (Airborne Early
Warning and Control) aircraft
taken down from a distance o
about300km. He described it as
the “largest-ever recorded sur-
face-to-air kill that we can talk
about”.

Such a long-range Kkill in:
volves a long-range intercepto!
missile, a surface-to-air missile
designed todestroy airborne tar-
getsatdistances well beyond vis:
ual range, steady precision track:
ingand the ability to maintain ¢
firing solution untilimpact.

The IAF acquired this capa:
bility recently, with the induc-
tion of the Russian-made S-40(
Triumf system.




Delhi tops — crimes against

women & elderly, offences

by juveniles, cases of thefts

At 2,75402, most
number of crime
cases registered
in Delhi, Mumbai
adistant second
with 51,428 cases

Pragynesh & Nirbhay
Thakur
New Delhi, May 6

DELHI RECORDED the high-
est number of crimes against
women and senior citizens
among the country’s 19 Metro
cities in 2024, while also repor-
ting the highest rate of crimes
committed by juveniles, ac-
cording to the latest Crime in
India reportreleased by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) on Wednesday. It also
topped the list of cities across
the country when it came to
cases of theft, with nearly 30%
of all such offences being re-
ported in the Capital.

The number of crime cases
lodged in Delhi in 2024 saw
about a 15% dip when €om-
pared t02023, and 8.8% in 2022.
But it still topped amongthe
Metros. While the number of
cases registered in Delhi stood
at 2,75,402 in2024, Mumbai
came a distant'second with
S1,428 cases.

The'data shows that 13,396
cas&S oferimes against women
were registered in Delhi, while
crimes against senior citizens
stood at1,267 — accounting for
just over 30% of all such cases
reported across the cities.

At41.6%, Delhi recorded the
highest rate of crimes com-
mitted by juveniles, far above
the national average of 7.9%.

Thedata further showsthat
while 1,80,973 cases of thefts
were registered in Delhi in
2024, 6,21,945 were recorded

* THECRIME CAPITAL

Highest number of crimes
against senior citizens

® The number of crimes against
senior citizens was the highestin
Delhiamong all UTs and metro
citiesin 2024, accordingtoala-
test NCRB report.

Aslightyear-on-year
dipinsuchcases

2023 I TN
2024 1,267

Topsincrime

©® Crime against

againstwomen
women in Delhi re-
mained the highest

among 19 major

cities, with 13,396 cases regis-
teredin 2024 alone,according to
the NCRB report.

® Number of sucherimes per
11lakh women inDelhiin 2024 was
at176.8.Overallcrimes against
womenin cityin 2024 saw 0.22%
risefrom 2023.

Topsinoverallcrimerate

® Capital also tops among all
metropolitan cities in terms of
overall crime rate.

@ [t, however, sawa15%dipin

when comparedto 2023(%:}8
against 2022.
M

Prisons most
overcrowded

@ 19,512 inmates against
capacity of 10,026’ prisoners.

©® Occupancy.ate stands at
194.6%as of December 31,2024

®17,178 prisoners are undertrials
—nearly9in10, or 88%

‘Theftcapital’

® Delhi dominated theft stat-
istics, with nearly three-fourths of
allsuch casesregistered in19
major metrocities.

® With 1,80,973 theft casesin
2024, Delhi also topped the list of
cities across India with nearly

SOUREE: 'CRIME IN INDIA' REPORT RELEASED BY THE NATIONAL CRIME RECORDS BUREAU
e —————

The 1,267 cases account forjust
over 30% of allthe 4,107 crimes
againstsenior citizens reported
in Metros. The data, however,
suggests that the number of
such crimes has dropped in
Delhi in absolute terms - it was
1,361in2023 and 1,313 in 2022.

“Senior citizens have been
vulnerable to crimes because of
isolation and inducement.
Many of them, especially in up-
scale localities, live alone,
which has madethem easy tar-
gets for thefts and robberies,”
said a senior police officer.

At 13,396, Delhi also re-
corded the most number of
crimes against women in 2024
- more than a quarter of all
such cases in Metros. The figure
was almost the same as 2023,
when the Capital saw 13,439

Delhi accounted for more than
aquarter of all rape cases regis-
tered across the cities. How-
ever, of the 1,058 rape cases reg-
istered, 1,044 were found to
lack “sufficient evidence”.
“Itis true that compared to
Metros in other parts of India,
Delhi shows a higher rate of
crime against women. But that
is also because cases here are
registered quickly, often on the
basis of the first complaint.
There also have been multiple
fake cases of rape, which were
later found to be lodged for the
purpose of blackmail. But
pending trial, all these cases
continue to be part of official
records,” said the officer.
Kidnapping and abduction
cases lodged in the Capital were
also the highest among the
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30% of all such offences.

Reports most kidnapping
and murder cases

® Even as Delhi records marginal
dip inmurder casesin 2024,
among UTs, the city recorded the
highest number of such cases in
absolute terms. The murder rate
stood at 2.3 per lakh populationin
2024 — higher than the national
averageof1.9.

® Kidnapping and abduction
cases inthe Capital were also the
highestamong metro cities, with
5,580 cases in2024 - accounting
fornearly 35% of all such cases
across the metros.

by juveniles in 2024 - a jump
from 2,278 in 2023. The na-
tional average is 7.9%. Only
Madhya Pradesh (3,474) and
Maharashtra (3,779) reported
higher numbers. While the
former has a population three
times that of Delhi, the latter
has a population over four
times that of the Capital.
Meanwhile, murders in
Delhi saw a dip in 2024, but
only negligible, with 504 cases

registered in 2024 as compared

n terms of cybercrime,
Delhi reported 404 cases, a
mﬁﬁmmct_mﬁ%m

and significantly lower than
685 cases in 2022. The rate of

Cybercrime in Delhi stood at
1.8%, far below the national
average of 7.3%. “We have now




Overall crime rate drops 6%;

cybercrime up by 17%: NCRB

Deaths due to drug overdose saw a 50% increase in 2024 from the previous year’s figures; TN.
records the most fatalities; 5,194 cases of offences ‘against the state’ registered, a rise of over 6%

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

the Crime in India, 2024 re-
port released by the Na-
tional Crime Records Bu-
reau (NCRB) on
Wednesday.

“During 2024, 72.6% of
cybercrime cases regis-
fered were for the motive
of Traud (73,987 out_of

1,01,928 cases) followed by
sexual exploitation with
3.1% (3,190 cases) and ex-
tortion with 2.5% (2,536
cases),” the report said.
The NCRB recorded
58.86 lakh ' cognisable
crimes across the country
in 2024, marking a 6% de-
cline” from the previous
year’s figure. Of these,
35.44 lakh cases were regis-
tered under the Indian Pe-
nal Code and the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and
23.41 lakh cases under spe-
cial and local laws. There

Grim numbers

As many as 1,70,746 persons died by suicide in 2024, according
to figures from the National Crime Records Bureau. A look at
the percentage distribution according to profession shows
that nearly a third of them were daily wage earners

Daily wage earners | Y

Housewives _ 13
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were 5,194 cases of offenc-
es “against the state” regis-
tered in 2024 as against
4,873 in 2023, showing a
rise of 6.6%.

“Out of 5,194 cases,
4,395 (84.6%) cases were
registered under The Pre-
vention of Damage to Pu-
blic Property Act, followed
by 649 (12.5%) cases under
The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act,” the re-
port said.

Crime against SC/ST
The report revealed that a
total of 55.698 cases were

registerea for  crimes

against Scheduled Castes
(SCs), showing a decrease
of 3.6% over the 2023 fi-
gure of 57,789 cases.
Crimes against Scheduled
Tribes showed a sharp de-
cline of 23.1%, dropping to
9606 cases rrom 12,060 in
2023.

The NCRB released the
Accidental Deaths & Sui-
cides in India (ADSI), 2024
report according to which
1,70,746 suicides were re-
corded in 2024. Those as-
sociated with the agricul-
ture sector, the
unemployed, and daily
wage workers accounted

for a‘substantial share of
suicidal deaths.

A total of 10,546 persons
involved in the farming sec-
tor (consisting of 4,633
farmers/cultivators  and
5,913 agricultural labour-
ers) died by suicide in
2024, accounting for 6.2%.

Out of 4,633 farmer/cul-
tivator suicides, a total of
4,481 were by men and 152
by women, the report said.
Around 31% of the total sui-
cides were reported among
the daily wagers, the report
said. The number of unem-
ployed people who died by
suicide was 14,778 while
the number of students
and homemakers who end-
ed their lives stood at
14,488 and 22,113,
respectively.

Deaths due to drug over-
dose saw a 50% increase in
2024 from the previous
year’s figure. The report
stated that 978 people died
due to drug overdose in
2024, up from 650 deaths
in 2023.

Tamil Nadu reported 313
deaths, the highest number
of drug overdose deaths,
followed by Punjab with
106, Madhya Pradesh 90,
Rajasthan 69 and Mizoram
65, according to the NCRB
data.



Rubio may visit India for talks, Quad

Foreign Ministers meet in May.end

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

In a visit expected to shore
up India-U.S. ties, NISHSS

U.S. Ambassador to In-
dia Sergio Gor said that he
hoped to welcome Mr. Ru-
bio to India “soon”. Sourc-
es told The Hindu Mr. Ru-

“The
deeply values our growing

United States

partnership with India,
and we are excited to build
even stronger ties that will
benefit both our-nations
and the world,” Mr. Gor,
who is also U.S. President
Donald Trump’s Special
envoy for South and Cen-
tral Asia,-said in a post.
“See you soon, Mr. Secre-
tary!” he added.

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio during hisvisit to Washington in February. Ap

In a separate post after
meeting with Delhi Lieute-
nant-Governor  Taranjit
Singh Sandhu, Mr. Gor an-
nounced that several U.S.
Governors would visit In-
dia in the months ahead.

Mr. Rubio’s visit will in-
clude a public reception in
Delhi on May 24 to cele-
brate 250 years of the Unit-
ed States Declaration of In-
dependence. He will hold

talks with External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and

National Security_Adviser
Ajit Doval, and call on

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in discussions that
are expected to set the
course for India-U.S. ties af-

ter several ups and downs
over tariffs and sanctions,
as well as the impact of the

war in West Asia.

On May 26, Mr. Rubio
and Mr. Jaishankar will be
joined by Australian Fo-
reign Minister Penny Wong
and Japan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Toshimitsu Motegi for
the Quad FMM. Mr. Motegi
and Ms. Wong have both
visited Delhi in the past

few months, and are ex-
pected to travel to India
just for the Quad talks. All

eyes will be on whether the
Quad meet agrees a
the government hopes to
hold Tater this year, after
frying unsuccessfully to
host it for the past two
years. In particular, a visit
to India by Mr. Trump,
who faces mid-term elec-
tions in November, will be
key to scheduling the Sum-
mit.

Major trade deal
Indian and U.S. officials are
also expected to review the
progress in the Bilateral
Trade Agreement (BTA)
uring Mr. Rubio’s visit.
ough an interim agree-
ment was announced by
MT. Trump and Mr. Modi in
February this vear, it has
missed several finalisation
deadlines, and remains un-
finished due to uncertainty
over the U.S. Supreme
Court’s decision to strike
down Mr. Trump’s “libera-

tion day tariffs”.
—/-




Vietnam major pillar of India’s Act East Policy,

sayvs Modi as defence, rare-earth ties renewed

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s relation with Viet-
nam is a partnership that
does not aim at any other
country in the Indo-Pacific
region, said senior officials

on Wednesday.
The remarks came soon
after Indi n-

eral Secretary of the Com-
TUmSt Party of Vietnam’s
Central Committee To
Lam, who is also the cur-
rent Vietnamese President.

During a bilateral dis-
cussion at Hyderabad
House between To Lam
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the two sides ele-
vated the bilateral relation
to the level of “enhanced
comprehensive strategic
partnership” and signed at
least 13 documents, includ-
ing one on cooperation in
critical minerals.

“Vietnam is a major pil-

Key partners: Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Vietnamese

al

President To Lam in New DelhiSuSHIL KUMAR VERMA

thening ties in the field of
defence and security, we
are helping rule of law,
peace, stability and pros-

said Mr. Modi, welcoming
Mr. Lam.

Recalls Nehru’s visit

Delivering a speech at the
Indian Council of World Af-
fairs (ICWA) after being
hosted at Hyderabad

House by-Mr.“Modi, Mr.
Lam referred to India’s
support to Vietnam’s liber-
ation_and said, “We will
never forget that Prime Mi-
%er Jawaharlal Nehru

the first foreign leader
to visit Vietham in 1954,
just one week after the lib-
eration of Hanoi.”

In a joint statement, the
two sides welcomed the
steady progress in the im-
plementation of the de-
fence Lines of Credit (LoC)
extended by India to Viet-
nam, acknowledging that
the LoC helped “Vietnam’s
defence capabilities” and
advanced bilateral defence
cooperation.

The Ministry of Public
Security in Vietnam also
firmed up plans to en-
hance work with the Na-
tional Security Council Se-
cretariat of India.

The visiting side also
sealed thirteen documents

with India, including an
MoU between the Reserve

Earlier in the day, De-
fence Minister Rajnath

The discussions focused
on expanding cooperation
in maritime security; de-
fence industry collabora-
tion; and joint research.
The two sides also stressed
the need to enhance regu-
lar military interactions



Trump pauses Hormuz move; says
war will end if Iran agrees to deal

Stanly Johny

U.S. President Donald
Trump on Wednesday

muz, citing “great pro-
gress” in talks with Iran.
He added that the war
could end if the Islamic Re-
public signed a deal, warn-
ing that the U.S. would res-
ume bombing if it did not.
When Mr. Trump an-
nounced the operation on
Monday, he said any Ira-
nian response would be
dealt with “forcefully”..
Iran claimed that it
two U.S. destroyers i
strait and pushed
back while the UAE said it

was attacked twi -
siles and e ne of
its s under
fire.

0
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Uncertain waters: Vessels seen in the Strait of Hormuz off the
Oman coast on Wednesday. REUTERS

Then came Mr. Trump’s
pause. “Based on the re-
quest of Pakistan and other
countries..., and... the fact
that great progress has
been made toward a com-
plete and final agreement
with Iran, we have mutual-
ly agreed that, while the
blockade will remain in full
force and effect, Project
Freedom will be paused
for a short period of time
to see whether or not the

agreement can be finalised
and signed,” Mr. Trump
said in a social media post.

‘Peace advanced’
Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif welcomed
Mr. Trump’s announce-
ment, saying it advanced
“regional peace, stability,
and reconciliation”.

Iran’s Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs confirmed
that Washington and Teh-

ran had exchanged propo-
sals in recent days.

In an interview, Esmail
Bagaei, Foreign Ministry
spokesperson, said Tehran
was currently reviewing
the American response to
its proposal and would

present its  response
through Pakistani
mediators.

announced a ceasefire. But
on April 12, the U.S. im-
posed a blockade on Ira-
nian ports, heaping eco-
nomic pressure on the
country.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

‘REVIEWING PROPOSALS’
» PAGE 14



If Iran agrees to deal,
war could end: Trump

In a separate post on Wednesday, Mr. Trump said

the war could come to an end and the strait would

be opened for all if Iran accepted a deal.
“Assuming Iran agrees to give what has been

agreed to, which is, perhaps, 3 big assumption,
the Epic Fury will be atan end, and the highly ef:

fective Block will allow 0 7 Strait to be
’ ’ " Mr. Trump said.

QLENTO ALL dncluding lran,
“If they don’t agree, the bombing starts, and it will
be, sudly, ara el higher level and tensity

than.itwashbefore,” he added.

[ran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) said on Wednesday transit through the
strait would become safe as the security situation
in the Persian Gulf improves “with the aggressor’s
threats neutralised”.

[ran’s state media reported on Wednesday that

the country had officially launched a new me-
chanism to govern maritime traffic through the
strait. “Under the newly implemented system, all
vessels intending to transit the Strait will receive
acmall rom the official address INO@PCOA, I
Y l I L ; +
according to a report by Press TV.
Ships are required to obtain a transit permit be-
fore crossing the strait. 11 ~.aidl.



imports jumped in March

S SNSRI CNMNGHSHPRNSS. making it turn (0 Russia;: however. India

is now getting Russian oil at a premium of 2.5% compared with a discount of 3.9% in 2025-26

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he West Asia crisis
I I land the resultant
supply constraints

have meant that not only
has Russia’s share in India’s
oil imports jumped once
again, but this time India is
paying a substantial premi-
um for Russian oil rather
than the discount it was en-
joying earlier.

An analysis by The Hin-
du of the latest data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry shows that

the first months after the
West Asia crisis. began. Si-
multaneously, the shares
of the Gulf countries as
well as the U.S. have fallen.

However, India is now

oil supplier. In fact, in early

Pricey purchases

The West Asia crisis has resulted in the discount India enjoyed
on Russian oil turning into a premium. (In $ per tonne)

650 wme ojlimports from Russia ]
é " § Nyl oilimports maintained  throughout
2 that it retains the autono-
2 550 my to decide where it im-
g ports oil from and how
& 500 much.
@
&
g 450 Russia dependence
The data shows India sub-
400 stantially cut back on the
dpiw’  awgs a5 w5 a0 2z volumeofits overall oil im-

Source: Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Dynamic strategies

Total oil imports came
in at 15.8 million metric
In the run-up to the West However, once the U.S.  tonne (MMT), down nearly
Asia crisis, India was in the  and Israel attacked Iranon ~ 23% over February, and
process of cutting back on  February 28 and Iran reta-  41% lower than in March
Russian oil in an effort to  liated by closing the crucial ~ last year. However, out of

Strait of Hormuz, Indiahad  this, Russia’s share jumped
little choice but to look to 33.3% even as India’s
back to Russia as a major  Gulf supplies fell sharply.




PARIS

GENEVA

France’s Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier group is moving into the
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden as part of efforts by France and Britain to
prepare for a future mission to help freedom of navigation on the
Strait of Hormuz, France’s military said on Wednesday. It said that
the aircraft carrier group had erossed the Suez Canal. REUTERS

REUTERS

The United Nations on Wednesday called on Israel to immediately
release two activists taken from a Gaza-bound flotilla, and
demanded an investigation into “disturbing accounts” they had
been severely mistreated. The flotilla set sail from France, Spain and
Italy with the aim of breaking Israel’s blockade of Gaza. AFp



Iran is reviewing U.S. proposal: ties

with India are flourishing: Bagaei

‘We feel very close to the people of India; we are proud of the history of Iran-India relations, and the leaders of both nations
are committed and eager to continue strengthening these good relations, says Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesperson

INTERVIEW

Esmail Baqaei

Saurabh Shahi
Saurabh Shukla
TEHRAN

the spokesperson of Iran’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The U.S. and Israel started
attacking Iran on February
28 and killed its Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei. After 40 days of
bombing, U.S. President
Donald Trump announced
a ceasefire on April 8, but
tensions continue in the re-
gion. In an interview at the
Ministry in Tehran, Mr. Ba-
qaei said Iran is currently
reviewing an American
response to its peace pro-
posal, and added that
Iran’s ties with India are
“flourishing”.

In a press conference in
Tehran, when you were
asked what means and

support you have to
counter the U.S., a super
power, you responded
by saying that Iran is
also a superpower.
Could you elaborate on
this thought?

It is true that a nation
which has demonstrated
its determination and resi-
lience in defending its so-
vereignty and  dignity
against two nuclear-armed
regimes — in my view, that
itself is proof that such a
nation should be consi-
dered a superpower.

What is the current
status of talks between
the United States and
Iran? There has been a
lot of draft exchanges,

but where do things
stand today?

is under review, and once
we complete our assess-
ment of the document, we
will submit our response to
the Pakistani mediators.

Do you think the gap is
too wide to be bridged,
oris there still a
possibility of reaching
an understanding?

You have to consider the
very difficult history of
Iran-U.S. negotiations. It is
true that while we were en-
gaged in dialogue and a di-

plomati¢ process, they at-
tacked us [In June 2025
and February 2026] - this
reflects the deep level of
mistrust between Iran and
the U.S.

Also, knowing that the
nuclear issue has been
used as a pretext to exert
pressure on Iran means
that we need to invest sig-
nificant time and energy in
evaluating all aspects of
any potential agreement.
As [ said, we are currently
reviewing their proposals
and suggestions, and we
will see what happens
next.

saying one thing and the
political leadership
another. What is your
response to these
claims?

That is their problem. Per-
haps they do not under-
stand how things work in
Iran. But we do — we know
exactly what is happening
here. Fundamentally, we
will not be distracted by

How do you see India-
Iran relations? People in In-
dia would want to know
whether Iran will impose
any charges on Indian
ships passing through the
Strait of Hormuz?

We do not charge any
country. What we are do-
ing in the Strait of Hormuz
is, as a coastal state, taking
certain measures in accor-
dance with international
law to safeguard our na-
tional security and nation-
al interests against

aggressors.

leaders of both nations are
committed and eager to
continue  strengthening
these good relations.
(Saurabh Shukla and Sau-
rabh Shahi are senior edi-
tors with The Red Mike)



BEIJING’S CLOSE ECONOMIC &POLITICALTIES TOIRANGIVE IT AUNIQUE POSITION OFANFEUENCE

China callsfor ‘comprehensive’

ceasefire, opening of Strait for all

Associated Press
Beijing, May 6

CHINA'S FOREIGN minister
on Wednesday called foracom-
prehensive ceasefireintheIran
war, in comments that could
inject new energy into stalled
efforts to end the two-month
conflict between the United
States and Iran.

Wang Yi said his country

China’s close economicand
political ties to Tehran give it a
unique position of influence.

The Trump administration
is pressing Chinatouse that res
lationship to urge the Islamic
Republic to open the Strait of
Hormuz. The Chinese min=
ister’s comments followed'an
earlier statementby US Presi-
dent Donald Trump,that he
was pausing hisshort-lived US
effort to guide stranded com-

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (second right), talks to his Iranian counterpart Abbas Araghchi (left),
during the bilateral meeting in Beijing on Wednesday. xinHuaviaap

mercial vessels out of the Strait
of Hormuzinhopes thata deal
could befinalized:

N

Iran’s closure of the strait, a
vital waterway through which
major oil and gas supplies, fer-
tilizer and other petroleum
products passed before the war,
has sent fuel prices skyrocket-
ing, rattled the global economy
and put enormous economic
pressure on countries, includ-

ing major powers like China.

Wednesday, easing significantly
from big price jumps earlier in

Araghchi's visit to China
comes ahead of a planned visit
by Trump to Beijing for a high-
profile summit May 14-15 with
Chinese President Xi Jinping.
The trip would be Trump’s

firstto China during hissecond
termand the first by a US presi-
dent since Trump visited in
2017.

“We believe that a compre-
hensive ceasefire is urgently
needed, aresumption of hostil-
itiesis not acceptable, and that
itis particularly important to
remain committed to dialogue
and negotiations,” Wang said.

The Chinese foreign min-
ister said the conflict “has al-
ready lasted for more than two
months. It has not only caused
serious losses to the Iranian

people, but also had a severe
impact on regional and globa
peace. China is deeply dis:
tressed by this.”

US Secretary of State Marcc
Rubio expressed hope that Beij:
ingwould reiterate the need fo
Irantorelease its chokehold or
thestrait, which would deny its
main leverage as Trump de-
mands amajor rollback of Iran’s
disputed nuclear program.

“Thopethe Chinesetell hinr
what he needs to be told,
Rubio said during a White
House briefing Tuesday. “Anc
that is that what you are doing
inthestrait is causing you to be
globallyisolated. You're the bac
guy in this.”

China’s Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian saic

Inastatement published or
the ministry’s website about
Wang's meeting with Araghchi
the foreign ministry said Chinz
values Iran’s pledge not to pur:
sue nuclear weapons while af
firming its “legitimate right tc
the peaceful use of nucleal
energy.”



