CREDIT LINE GUARANTEE SCHEME
Union Cabinet clears

Rs 2.55 lakh-cr lifeline

for MSMEs, airlines

hit by West Asia war
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Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw at a Cabinet briefing Tuesday. p1i

Aanchal Magazine
New Delhi, May 5

THE UNION-Cabinet on Tues-
day approved a credit support
schemeétomeet the needs of in-
dustries in distress due to the
West-Asia conflict, targettingan
additional credit flow of Rs 2.55
lakh crore, including Rs 5,000
crore for airlines.

Modelled on similar life-
lines for distressed sectors dur-
ing Covid, the Government's

new Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme 5.0 (ECLGS

* BENCHSTRENGTH
OFSCTORISETO38

® The Cabinet cleared a proposal
forintroducing The Supreme
Court (Number of Judges)
Amendment Bill, 2026, in Parlia-
ment to increase the court's
strength from the existing 34
Judges to 38, including the Chief
Justice of India.

REPORT,PAGES

per borrower, subject to certain

5.0) has an estimated outlay of
Rs 18,000 crore.

According to an official re-
lease, additional credit will be
available to MSMEs and non-
MSMEs, excluding aviation, up

specific conditions, it said.
Guarantee fees will be
waived under the scheme. For
MSMESs and non-MSMEs, ex-
cept aviation, the loan tenure
would be five years from the

to 20% of peak working capital
utilised during Q4 FY26,
capped at Rs 100 crore. For air-
lines, the credit willbe up to
100%, capped at Rs 1,500 crore

date of first disbursement, in-
cluding a moratorium of one
year. For airlines, the loan ten-
ure would be seven years from
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




@.55 lakh-cr lifeline

the date of first disbursement,
including a moratorium of two
years. The rate of interest by
banks will be capped at 9% and
By non-banking financial com-
panies (NBFCs) at 13% or 0.75%
above benchmark rate, which-
ever is lower, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said.

Taking to X, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said ECLGS 5.0
“reflects our commitment to
supporting India’s businesses,
especially the MSME sector in
challenging global times”.

“By enabling additional
credit flow with strong guaran-
tee coverage, this initiative will
helpawide range of sectors. Our
focus remains on empowering
enterprises, sustaining growth
momentum and safeguarding
livelihoods,” Modi posted.

Accordingto Vaishnaw, “The
scheme has beén approved to
tackle the stréssbeing faced by
MSMEs andthe aviation sector
as a resultof the ongoing West
Asia conflict. The credit guaran-
teescheme was established dur-
ing Covid and the benefit of this

scheme is that there is no moral
hazard. Only those who need
(credit) in real, (they) utilise this
scheme and there is very less
probability of it being misused.
Itisavery well thought through
scheme.”

About 1.1 crore MSMEs have
benefitted so far from exisSting
credit guarantee schemes and
Rs3.7Takh crore has beenex-
ténded under these Schemes,
Vaishnaw said:
credit guarantee coverage of
I%E%SMTMMM
non- , along with the ajr-
line'Segtor, to Member i
Institutions (MLIs) by National
@Gredit Guarantee Trustee Com-
pany Limited (NCGTC) for the
amountindefaultunderthead-
ditional credit facility to the eli-
gible borrowers to tide over any
short-term liquidity mis-
matches, the official release said.

Borrowers eligible for the

schemewill include MSMEs and
non-MSMESs with existing work-
ing capital limitsand scheduled

passenger airlines having out-

standing credit facilities as of

; , provided their
accounts are standard. the re-
lease stated.

The magimum/period of
guaranteecover shall be co-ter-
minuswith the tenor oftheloan,
itsaid. Thescheme will apply to
all loans Sanctioned during the
peried from the date of issue of
these guidelines by NCGTC upto
March 31, 2027.

The scheme aims to enable
businesses to tide over the chal-
lengesarising from the West Asia
conflict, the release said.

“Additionally, this is ex-
pected to help businesses main-
tain their operations, protect
jobs, and sustain supply chains.
The proposed credit guarantee
scheme is a major step to help
businesses, particularly MSMEs
and airline sector, toensure their
additional working capital
needs are catered by the Banks
& FIs (financial institutions),” it
said.

"By providing timely liquid-
ity, thie scheme will sustain the
businesses and prevent job
losses. It will also promote unin-
terrupted domestic production
and maintain the resilience of
the ecosystem," the release said.




Cabinet approves Bill to increase

SC

judees strength from'34 to 38

Express News Service
New Delhi, May 5

AHEAD OF the Monsoon
Session of Parliament, theUnion
Cabineton Tuesday approved a
Bill to increase the strength of
judges 1n the Supreme Court
fromTtie existing 34 to 38.
Highly placed sources said
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant had recommended to the
government in March this year
to increase the strength of
judgesso thata permanent con-
stitution bench can be put in
place. With a host of constitu-
tion bench matters pending
hearing, the CJIislearntto have
flagged the shortage ofjudgesto
hear regular matters as and
when these benches are set up.
A nine-judge bench of the
court is currently hearing con-
sﬁmm—almﬁﬁg

OUT oI the Sabarimala review

petitions. The CJI had earlier
indicated that soon after the
hearing is completed, he will
constitute aconstitution bench

to hear7-judge bench matters.

In a statement, the govern-
ment said the Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, approved the Supreme
Court (Number of Judges)
m_mk_m_—t_mmﬁh
séeks to amend the Supreme
,toincrease the strength of
FrOYTour. Currently, t

thecou our. ently, the
ACTprovidesfor amaximum of

33judgesoftheSupreme Court,
éxcluding the.Chief Justice of
India(GJl). The amendmentin-
creases that to 37 judges, ex-
cluding the CJL

“The increase in the
number of Judges will allow the
Supreme Court to function

more efficiently and effectively,
ensuring speedy justice. The

expenditure on salary of
Judges and supporting staff
and other faeilities will be met
from the Consolidated Fund of
India,” the government said.
Welcomingthe move, Union
HomeMinister Amit Shah said
it will boost speedy justice, pro-
vide relief to poor and remote
petitioners, and expedite the
resolution of constitutional
matters. Union Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw said a Bill will be
brought in the next session of
Parliament to raise the apex
court's strength by fourjudges.
The Supreme Court cur-
rently has a strength of 32
judges, with at least four judges
expected toretire in2026. While
Justice Rajesh Bindal retired in
April, Justices J K Maheshwari
and Pankaj Mithal are set to re-
tire in June, Justice Sanjay
Karol will retire in August and
Justice Satish Sharmawill retire

in November. Effectively, the
SC Collegium headed by CJI
Kant will have to make at least
nine recommendations this
year, ifthe Billis cleared. He has
atenure till February 2027.

The last time the strength of
the Tourt was increased was in
2019, when an amendment
raised it from 30 to 33, exclid-

ad provided for a maxim
ofT0judges, excluding the CJI,
WHIch was increased to 13 in
1960 and then 17in 1977.

“The working strength of
the Supreme Court was, how-
ever, restricted to 15 Judges by
the Cabinet, excluding the
Chief Justice of India, till the
end of 1979, when the restric-
tion was withdrawn at the re-
quest of the Chief Justice of
India,” the government said.

The strength was further in-
creased in 1986, 2008 and 2019.




CJI: Original PIL on

Sabarimala should have

been thrown in dustbin

Bench questions

locus. intent of

original petitioner

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, May 5

HEARING CONSTITUTIONAL
questions arising out orpeti-

tions seeking a review of its

2018 judgement onrthe Sabari-
mala issue, anine-judge bench

e Supreme Court Tuesday
W@t
of the original petitioner, with
Chief'Justice of India Surya

Kantsaying that the PIL should
have been iitEown outngEt In

2 »”

On September 28, 2018, a

five-judge bench of the Su-
preme Court, in a 4-1 verdict,

ruled that the praetice of ban-
ning women of gienstruating

age from entering the Sabari-
mala templé in Kerala was un-
consttutional. 1 hat Dench was

f

lidia Dipak MiStg.

On Tuesday, while ques-
tioning Advocate Ravi Gupta’s
submission that the then CJI
had provided police security to
him and Naushad Ali, presi-
dent of the NGO Indian Young
Lawyers Association (IYLA)
which had filed the Sabarimala
PIL in 2006, Justice B V Naga-
rathna said, “Since you are re-
ferring to the learned former
Chief Justice, with great re-
spect, rather than ensuring
there was security provided to
the advocates, he could have
ensured that there was noneed
forasecurity threatatall by not

»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2



CJIon Sabarimala

entertaining this petition. With
great respect, we aresaying this.”

While CJI Surya Kant said
the PIL ought to have been
“thrown outright in the dust-
bin”, Justice M M Sundresh de-
scribed the filing of the petition
as “a clear abuse of the process
of law”.

The bench made these re-
marks asthey questioned Gupta,
representingthe IYLA, ontheor-
ganisation’s locus standi as the
PIL petitioner.

Gupta said there were several
threats at that time to him and
Ali though the latter hardly had
anything to do with the matter.
“So far as Naushad Ali was con-
cerned, he was only a name-
lender president. He did not
know anything about Sabari-
mala... And he started getting
threats from all over the world.
Chief Justice Dipak Misra was
shocked,” hesaid.

He said the affidavit filed
with the petition wasSworn by
IYLA general segretary Advocate
Bhakti Pasrija:So these threats
were there and CJI Dipak Misra
was very annoyed, that you can-
notstopthejudicial processwith
these kinds of threats. He pro-
vided police protectiontome, to

the president also. I refused.”

JusticeSundreshsaid, “Nau-
shad is very smart...If he had
made an attempt to clean his
own house, he would not have
been available to file this PIL.”

Justice Nagarathnaasked, “If
he (Ali) had no interest in the
matter, then why wasit (PIL) en-
tertained by this court?”

The CJI, referring to a news
report annexed to the PIL about
the priestof the temple beingal-
legedly found in a compromis-

ain a y1pon this kind
of documeént? It should have
been thrown outright in the
dustbin’™
“Howdoes this article give
You acause of action to rake up
theissue ultimately which isad-
judicated?” he asked Gupta.
Justice Nagarathna said,
“Every day, the CJI receives
hundredsofletters. Can allthose
be converted into PILs?... Public
Interest Litigation has now be-
come Private Interest Litigation,
Publicity Interest Litigation,
Paisa Interest Litigation and
Political Interest Litigation, all
are called PILs. We entertain
only real and genuine PILs.”
She alsosought toknow how

the organisation was concerned
with a question of freedom of
conscience. “How does ajuristic
body have any beliefs2.,.. How
are you concerned with all
this?... We want toknow why'you
filed this PIL arall? What was it
that you wanted to achieve?
What good has come out of it?”
she said,

“Are you the chief priest of
the country,” the CJI asked

Meanwhile, the bench also
questioned the practice of bar-
ring a Parsi woman from a fire
temple if she marriesoutsidethe
religion, wondering how free-
dom of conscience, which ac-
crues upon birth, can be taken
away by marriage.

“The right to conscience
under Article 25(1) is a right by
birth, and it can’t be taken away
by marriage... In this case, mar-
riage as a basis for classification
is discriminatory against
women,” Justice Nagarathna
asked Senior Advocate Darius J
Khambata, appearing for Gool-
rokh Gupta, in related petitions
concerning a Parsi woman’s re-
ligious identity.

Justice Sundresh said, “This
practice presupposesonce there
is inter-marriage, faith is given
up.” Justice Nagarathna said,
“It’s virtually excommunica-

tion.



Bengal: SIR deletions

higher than victory
margins in 26 of BJP

seats and 21 of TMC

Damini Nath
New Delhi, May 5

THE WEST Bengal Assembly
elections results declared on
Monday shows that out of 293
seats, 49 had winning margins
lower than the number of elec-
tors deleted after adjudication
during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
that saw removal of over 90
lakh names in the state.

Of the 49 constituencies, 26
were won by the BJP, 21 by the
TMC and two by the Congress.
The West Bengal Assembly has
294 seats of which results have
been declared for 293;one seat
(Falta) is scheduled for repol-
ling on May 21. The BJP, which
won 207 seats; had 26 such con-
stituencies where the number
of deletedbelectors was higher
than thevictory margin.

Pwenty-five of those seats
the BJP wrested from the Tri-
namool Congress, while it re-
tained Darjeeling from the 2021
elections. On five seats, the
number of electors deleted was
over 10,000 more than the vic-
tory margin — Jangipur’s dele-
tions were 26,039 more than
the margin; Rajarhat New
Town had 23,816 more dele-
tions; Karandighi saw a differ-
ence of 11,693; Bhatar 10,953
and Raina 10,450.

Overall, the BJP’s average
margin of victory in the 207
seatswas 27,805, while the TMC,
which won 80 seats, had an
average margin of 29,095 votes.

There were 16 seats out of 293
where the difference between
the deletions and the margins
was over 10,000 votes each. For
the TMC, 21 of its 80 seats had re-
corded moredeletionsinthe ad-
judication phase oftheSIR than
the victory margius, ranging
from 67,188 more inSamserganj
to just 119 morein Kamarhati.
The TMCwon nine seats where
the gap between deletions and
marginswas over 10,000 each.

The Congress and the Aam
Janata Unnayan Party (AJUP)
won two seats each, and the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) and All-India Secular
Front got one each. Both the
Congress wins — Farakka and
Raninagar — were in seats
where the margin was lower
than the number of deleted
electors. While over 90 lakh
names were deleted from the
electoral rolls in West Bengal
during the SIR that started last
year, 27.16 lakh of those dele-
tions came during adjudica-
tion by judicial officers ap-
pointed on the order of the
Supreme Court.

The SC, which is hearing a
batch of petitions challenging
the Election Commission’sSIR
exercise, appointed 19 appel-
late tribunals in March this
year. Over 34 lakh appeals
against exclusions and
inclusionsduring the adjudica-
tion are pending with the tribu-
nals even now, with less than
2,000 appeals cleared before
polling in the state.




Rahul backs Mamata, says

BJP’s victories in Bengal and

Assam were theft of mandate

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday de-
scribed the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party’s victory in the
West Bengal and Assam As-
sembly elections as “theft”
of the popular mandate.

He alleged that it
marked a significant step
in the party’s purported at-
tempt to “destroy” Indian
democracy.

‘Destroy democracy’

In a post on X, Mr. Gandhi
expressed support for the
‘Trinamool Con
which was unseated by the
er-st—rmgaﬁd

cautioned against political
schadenfreude over the

We agree with

Mamataji. More
than 100 seats were
stolen in Bengal. We
have seen this playbook
before in Madhya
Pardesh, Haryana....

RAHUL GANDHI
Congress leader

party’s defeat. “Some in
the Congress, and others,
are gloating about the Tri-
namool’s loss. They need

to understand this clearly
— the theft of Assam and
Bengal’'s mandate is a big
step forward by the BJP in
its mission to destroy In-
dian democracy,” the Con-
gress leader said.

Urging the political par-
ties to Tise above partisan
m%ﬁdhi
added, “Put petty politics
aside, This s not about one
party or another. This is
a ndia. -

~“We agree with Mamata
Ji. More than 100 _seats
Wesﬁmﬁme
n_this k
before: Madhya Pradesh.
Haryana.  Maharashtra.
Ok Sabha 2024 etc,” Mr.
andhi said.

He had spoken to Trina-
mool Congress chief Ma-
mata Banerjee on Monday.

Mamata says she will

work to strengthen

Opposition INDIA bloc

The Hindu Bureau
KOLKATA

A day after her party suf-
fered a humiliating defeat
in the West Bengal As-
sembly polls, Trinamool
Congress chairperson Ma-
mata Banerjee on Tuesday
said that several leaders of
the INDIA bloc, including
Sonia Gandhi, reached out

and added that she

Wil Work_to “strengthen”
tigﬁmsritm.auhw.
“Thankful to all INDIA
[Indian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance]
bloc leaders. Sonia Gand-
hi, Rahul Gandhi, Akhilesh
(Yadav), Hemant Soren,
Tejaswi (Yadav), leaders
called me. Akhilesh will
come to meet me tomor-
row. Now my target is
clear. I am a free bird, I had

made it clear what will I do
with other INDIA bloc lead-
ers. I will strengthen the
INDIA bloc,” she said at a
press conference.

During the election
campaign for the recently
concluded polls, Rashtriya
Janata Dal leader Tejashwi
Yadav, Aam Aadmi Party
leader Arvind Kejriwal and
Chief Minister of Jhark-
hand Hemant Soren had
campaigned for the Trina-
mool.

Ms. Banerjee’s remarks
on strengthening the bloc
are significant as these
come after her defeat.

Asked whether she will
return to the State Assemb-
ly, the Trinamool chairper-
son said, “I am not going
there. I do not care about
the chair. I only care about
the people.”



Building bridges
Battery storage capacity must keep pace
with solar energy generation

l ndia scaled a record peak demand of 256.1

21.5% of the afternoon load — an all-time
high, and the clearest signal yet that the country’s
installed solar fleet can do real work when the
sun is overhead. But the same day’s full 24-hour
ledger told a more sobering story. When there
was accounting for the whole day of April 25, so-
lar contributed only about 10.8% of daily genera-
tion, and just 0.1% of the evening’s needs after
sunset. Solar’s share of India’s installed electric
capacity has nearly doubled from about 15% in
2022 to nearly 28% in early 2026. However, solar
accounted for roughly 5.6% of generation on In-
dia’s peak-demand day in 2022 and only in-
creased to the 10.8% of April — a clear indication
of the yawning gap that remains between the
realities of the present and what is possible. The
bottleneck is not panels, land or ambition but the
inability to use the vast stores of generated elec-
trons through batteries. In fact, such is the pauc-
ity of battery storage that States which are prolific
producers of solar power are being asked to halt
their supply, lest it compromise the stability of In-
dia’s electric grid. In 2025, India had to curtail 2.3
terawatt hours of solar generation between late
May and December, equivalent to 18% of average
monthly solar output, with 0.9 TWh (terra-watt
hours)wasted in October alone. Given that pro-
ducers of such electricity must be compensated,
this.ends up being a cost to the public exchequer
which pays for power that was never delivered.
The India Meteorological Department’s forecast
of a below-normal monsoon at 92% of the Long
Period Average — the first such warning in 11 years
— only sharpens the argument: a hotter, drier
summer means greater daytime demand, which
is precisely when solar should be doing the heavy
lifting.

The encouraging news is battery economics.
Standalone two-hour battery storage tariffs fell
from around ¥2.21lakh per MW per month in ear-
ly 2025 to 1.48 lakh by year-end. The challenge is
execution. Only 0.7 GWh of battery storage was
operational in India by end-2025, with another 2
GWh expected by December 2026. The Centre
and States must now focus less on tendering and
more on commissioning — pairing every fresh so-
lar auction with mandatory co-located storage
and resolving the financing wall facing aggres-
sively bid low-tariff projects. Solar capacity with-
out storage is a half-built bridge.




Consider Teesta water deal under

‘current circumstances’: Bangladesh

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

In the wake of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s victory in
the West Bengal Assembly
election, Bangladesh has
issued an urgent call to
consider the long-pendin
mﬁhp——g g agree-
ment under the “current
circumstances.”

Outgoing Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has long
been seen as a hurdle in ef-
forts to resolve the dispute
between India and
Bangladesh.

In Dhaka’s first-high le-
vel response to the poll re-
sults, Foreign Minister
Khalilur Rahman on Tues-
day reiterated Bangla-
desh’s demand for a grea-
ter share of the Teesta’s
waters.

In case of any further
“push in” from the Indian

BANGI.ADESH

Khalllur Rahman

side, he said; Bangladesh
will take “whatever mea-
sures are necessary”.

India “and Bangladesh
had reached an_in-princi-
plé agreement to seal the

eal on the Teesta’s waters
in 2011 during the Manmo-
an singh-era, but the mat-
ter remamed unresolved
Tor several reasons includ-

Centre and the Trinamool
government in_West Ben-
gal led by Ms. Banerjee.
Referring  to “the 2011
agreement, Mr.. Rahman
said, “We hope that the
agreement reached at that
time can be ‘considered’
again_ under the current
circumstances.”

Talks with Beijing

Mr. Rahman was speaking
to journalists in Dhaka be-
fore leaving for Beijing
where he is_expected
meet his counterpart Wang
ing his meetings there, he
would discuss the Teesta
River Comprehensive Man-
agement and Restoration
Project that China has
beéen campaigning for.

“Of course, Teesta will

Earlier on Monday, Mi-
nister of State for Foreign
Affairs Shama Obaid had
described the election as a
“domestic development”
of India.

This was followed by
Bangladesh  Nationalist
Party’s Media Cell member
Syrul Kabir Khan, who had
expressed hope for posi-
tive developments in Dha-
ka-Delhi relations.

Meanwhile, commenta-
tors in Dhaka have ex-
pressed concern about the
role played by the BJP’s Su-

vencu Adhikarl,_wha has
complained_about illegal
immigrants from Bangla-
esh in West Bengal. Mr.
Adhikari had earlier sup-

ported ousted Bangladesh
PM Sheikh Hasina, saving

she had received a death

be discussed This 1s a mat-

ing an alleged lack of coor-
ination  between __the

ter of life and death for the

people of that region”.

sentence in October 2025
due to influence of Pakis-
tan in Bangladesh.




Vietnamese President To

L.am visits Gaya Ji in Bihar

Vietnamese President To Lam, who is on a
three-day tour of India, meditated under the
sacred Bodhi Treein Gaya, Bihar and prayed at
the Mahabodhi Temple on Tuesday, officials said.
Mr. Lam was received at the airport here by Chief
Minister Samrat Choudhary and other senior
officials. “The spiritual, cultural, and heritage
city of Gaya Ji warmly honours the arrival of the
esteemed President of Vietnam. This historic
arrival will undoubtedly take already deep
India-Vietnam relations to new heights,” the Chief
Minister said in a post on X. Mr. Lam is scheduled
to leave for New Delhi to hold wide-ranging
discussions with Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday, and also meet President
Droupadi Murmu, the officials said. This is Lam’s
first visit to India after being elected. e




Truce with Iran holds despite fresh attacks: U.S.

Associated Press
DUBAI

U.S. military leaders said
on Tuesday that a ceasefire
with Iran remains in effect,
a day after Tehran was
blamed for new attacks in
the Strait of Hormuz and
against the UAE.

“The fragile truce,
reached nearly a month
ago, appeared to be hold-
ing as U.S. forces pressed
ahead with efforts to reo-
pen the vital waterway for
global energy. On Monday,
the U.S. said it sank six
STail Iranian boats that

anti-U.S. billboard at Valiasr Square inTehran, on Tuesday. AFP

with hundreds more" bot-
tled up in the Persian Gulf.
The UAE, a key Ameri-

had threatened commer-

can ally, said it came under

cial ships. So far, only two

attack by Iranian missiles

merchant ships are known
ve passed through a
new U.S.-guarded route,

and drones for a second
straight day on Tuesday. At
least three people were

wounded in attacks the
day before, and a drone
sparked a fire at a key oil fa-
cility in Fujairah.

U.S. Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth and Gen. Dan
Caine, the U.S. military’s
top officer, told a news

conference “on Tuesday
that Iran’s renewed aggres-
sion hadn’t reached the
threshold of what Gen.
Caine called “major com-
bat operations”. He said
Tuesday marked a “quie-
ter” day in the strait. “No,
the ceasefire is not over,”
Mr. Hegseth said.

Iran has said the new ef-
fort does violate the cease-
fire. Tran’s _Parliament
mﬁ(mg-
tor, Mohammad Bagher
Wﬂﬁ.
Of undermining regional
FoTy T a boron X, e

signalled that Iran h: t
tuftl‘l‘lﬁes—d_ﬁw pond to the U.S.
attempt to reopen the wa-

e know full well
that the continuation of

the status quo is intolera-

ble for America; while we
have not even begun yet,”
he said.

Disputing Washington’s
claim of sinking six boats,
aﬂ‘lﬁéﬁ_mfﬁta—ryc'o-m-
mander said two small civi-
Ifaf cargo boats were hit

i Monday, Killing five civi-
lians, state TV reported.

“Since the ceasefire was
announced, Iran has fired
at commercial vessels nine
times and seized two con-
tainer ships, and they’ve
attacked U.S. forces more
than 10 times — all below
the threshold of restarting
major combat operations
at this point,” Gen. Caine
said.

MODI CONDEMNS ATTACKS
» PAGE 12



PM ‘strongly’ condemns
attacks on oil hub in UAE

External Affairs Ministry calls Iran’s strikes ‘unacceptable’, says ‘targeting of civilian infrastructure
and innocent civilians’ must end; three Indians injured in the attacks; Modi to visit UAE on May 15

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

statements amidst the

war in West Asia,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi  “strongly  con-
demined” the drone_and
missile attacks by Iran on
oil installations in Fujairah
vmm#ere
injured, and affirmed “soli-
darity” with the UAE.

Mr. Modi’s words, is-
sued in a social media post,
come days ahead of his vi-
sit to Abu Dhabi, where he
is expected to strengthen
ties with the UAE in talks
with President Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Earlier on Tuesday, the
External Affairs Ministry is-
sued a statement calling
the attack “unacceptable”,
and said the “targeting of
civilian infrastructure and
innocent civilians”™ ~must
end. Both statements de-
manded an end to the
blockade -of the Strait of
Hormuz, where the U.S. at-
tempted on Monday to for-
cibly open up shipping
chanmels by sinking a num-
ber of Iranian boats, action
that is believed to have trig-
gered the Iranian attack.

l n one of his toughest

A screen grab from a video shows smoke billowing from Fujairah oil
industry zone following a drone attack on May 4. REUTERS

“[1] strongly..condemn
the attacks on the UAE that
resulted ininjuries to three
Indian nationals. Targeting
civilians and infrastructure
is unacceptable,” Mr. Modi
said in his post. “India
stands in firm solidarity
with the UAE and reiter-
ates its support for the
peaceful resolution of all
issues through dialogue
and diplomacy.”

The Ministry statement
called for “free and unim-
peded navigation and com-
merce through the Strait of
Hormuz in keeping with in-
ternational law”. “India
stands ready to support all
efforts for a peaceful reso-
lution of issues,” it added.

The attacks by the U.S.
and Iran on Monday were
the first serious outbreak
of violence since the April
8 ceasefire that was agreed
to in talks in Pakistan bet-
ween the two countries.
The incidents on Monday
led to fears of resumption
of the war in West Asia that
has already caused wides-
pread losses across the
world.

The government’s res-
ponse is believed to be
aimed at sending a mes-

this year. Thus far, India
has not named either the
U.S. and Israel or Iran di-
rectly in criticising attacks
during the war in West
Asia. However, the govern-
ment has sent envoys to
the Gulf, including Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar and National Securi-
ty Adviser Ajit Doval who
visited the UAE separately
in April, and Prime Minis-
ter Modi’s visit to Abu Dha-
bi, expected on May 15 on
his way to a four-nation Eu-
ropean tour, is expected to
reinforce that message.
The Ministry has repeat-
edly expressed its con-
cerns for Indians, estimat-
ed to be 10 million, living in
the worst-hit areas of the
Gulf region, especially the
UAE, where Iranian drones
and missiles set fire to oil
facilities. The largest num-
ber of Indians, about 4.3
million, live and work in
the UAE, making them
about a third of the total
population, as well as the
biggest expatriate com-

sage of support to the UAE
that has borne the brunt of

Iran’s attacks in an ‘asym-
Nietric”_response to. the
strikes initiated by the U.S.
and Israel on February 28

munity. Remittances from
the Gulf fo India amount to
fmore than $40 billion a
year, with the UAE the top
Earner, accounung__for
more than half.




Widening U.S. sanctions

on Cuba ‘illegal’, says China

Reuters
HONG KONG

China urged Washington
on Tuesday to immediately
end its embargo and sanc-
tions on Cuba, saying the
expanded measures were
“illegal” and “seriously vio-
lated” the norms of inter-
national relations.

U.S. President Donald
Trump, seeking to put
more pressure on Havana
after ousting Venezuela’s
leader Nicolas Maduro, a
close ally of Cuba, signed
an executive order on Fri-
day broadening U.S. sane-
tions against the Cuban go-
vernment, two = White
House officials said.

Daily life for many Cu-
bans has come to a stand-
ade triggers severe power
outages and fuel shortages.

—Beijing has voiced sup-
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Reeling under blockade: A man fill containers with potable water
dufing-a blackout in capital Havana. AP

port for the socialist island
after tension flared in Janu-
ary between the United
States and Cuba after the
U.S. captured Mr. Maduro.

“The U.S. has intensified
its illegal unilateral sanc-
tions against Cuba,” Chi-
na’s Foreign Ministry said,
criticising the move as “se-
riously violating” the basic
norms of international
relations.

“China ... urges the U.S.
to immediately end the
embargo and sanctions
against Cuba,” it added in a
statement, saying they vio-
lated the Cuban people’s
right to existence and de-
velopment. China backs
Cuba’s efforts to safeguard
national sovereignty and
resolutely opposes interfe-
rence In its internal affairs,
the Ministry added.




