Three killed as Kuki-Naga
conflict rages in Manipur

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The ongoing conflict bet-
ween the Kuki and Naga
communities in Manipur
escalated on Friday, leav-
ing three people dead and
several others injured.

Two of those killed in
the State’s Ukhrul district
were Kukis, while the third
was a Tangkhul Naga.

angkhuls are the domi-
nant community in the
district.

Organisations of the two
communities accused each
other of attacking first. The
Kuki Organisation for Hu-
man__ Rights  (KOHUR)
claimed armed Tangkhul
Naga men attacked Mullam
and Shongphal Kuki villag-
es at 5.30 a.m. when “un-
armed civillans were as-
leep In their homes™.

Condemning the attack,
the organisation said. the
assailants fatally shet two
Kuki “village velunteers”.
It said several others, in-
cluding women and chil-
dren, were injured, and
more than a dozen houses
were torched.

The deceased were
identified as 43-year-old
Letlal and 19-year-old Pao-
minlun Haolai. “The villag-
ers, exercising their lawful
right to self-defence with li-
censed hunting arms, re-
pulsed the attack and neu-
tralised one of the armed
assailants in the process,”
the KOHUR said.

area in Imphal West district of Manipuron Thursday. pTi

The Naga Village Guard
(NVG), Central Command,
trashed the KOHUR claim
and said armed Kuki extre-
mists opened fire at some
of its members on patrol
duty ‘between Sirakhong
and Sinakeithei villages.

In a statement, the NVG
said Naga villagers have
béen patrolling their villag-
es because of “repeated at-
tacks on Sinakeithei village
and reports of constant
tactical movement in the
peripheries by the Kuki
armed cadres under the
Suspension of Operations
(S00) agreement”.

Some 25 armed Kuki
groups signed the SoO, a
Ceasefre pact, with the In-
dian government in 2008.

Retaliatory attack

The Naga Village Guard
said the armed Kuki extre-
mists shot dead 29-year-
old Horshokmi Jamang, a
Naga “village volunteer”,
and injured four others. A
retaliatory attack followed.

The Working Commit-
tee of Tangkhul Naga Long,
the apex body of the tribe,
said the Kuki extremists
ambushed the NVG
members.

An assault case on Fe-
bruary 7 triggered the
chain of conflict between
the Kukis and the Nagas in
Ukhrul district, signalling a
shift of violence from the
Meitei-dominated Imphal
Valley to the hills. Before
Friday’s gunfight, at least
four people were Kkilled 1n
UKhrul district since the
first week of February. Two
of them, including a retired
Indian Army soldier, were
travelling on the Imphal-
Ukhrul highway when un-
identified gunmen fired in-
discriminately at a convoy
of civilian vehicles.

Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh recently
visited various villages in
the district to try to reduce
the trust deficit between
the Kuki and Tangkhul Na-
ga communities.




Opposition parties move
fresh motion in Rajva Sabha
seeking removal of CEC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Opposition parties
moved a fresh notice in the
Rajya Sabha on Friday
i of

The 13-page notice,
which was submitted by
senior Congress leader Jai-
ram Ramesh and Trina-
mool Congress member
Sagarika Ghose to the Ra-
jya Sabha Secretary-Gener-
al, was signed by 73 Oppo-
sition members.. of . the
Upper House.

Citing examples from
West Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, and Uttar Pradesh,

Gyanesh Kumar

They also flagged an EC
post on X against the Trina-
mool Congress ahead of
the election in West Ben-
gal; the spat between Mr.
Kumar and a Trinamool
Congress delegation dur-
ing a recent meeting at EC
headquarters in Delhi;
“mass disenfranchise-

ment” in West Bengal and

Uttar Pradesh, ignoring

complaints filed by the Op-
position parties; and the
“illegal abuse” of power by
transferring and posting of
bureaucrats in Tamil Nadu.

They also criticised the
EC’s “institutional proximi-

ty” to the BJP, pointing to
an incident in Kerala
where an official election
document reportedly car-
ried the seal of a BJP State
unit.

The notice, addressed
to the Chairman of the Ra-
jya Sabha, was moved un-
der Article 324(5) of the
Constitution, read with Ar-
ticle 124(4), Section 11(2) of
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election
Commissioners Act, 2023,
and the Judges (Inquiry)
Act, 1968.

If the Rajya Sabha Chair-
man accepts the notice, he
will order a probe. The
MPs demanded that Mr.
Kumar, pending the inqui-
ry, recuse himself from

poll-related functions in

States where elections are
under way. According to
the signatories, Friday’s
motion pertains exclusive-
ly to Mr. Kumar’s actions
after March 15 and is dis-
tinct from an earlier notice
submitted on March 12,
which was rejected by the
chair of both Houses.




7 AAP Rajya Sabha MPs quit

party, set to merge with BJP

Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

In a massive setback to the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
seven of its 10 Rajya Sabha
members on Friday broke
away and are set to join the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), marking a significant
political realignment in
the Upper House. The AAP
accused the BJP of running
“Operation Lotus” to
break and poach MPs.

MPs Raghav Chadha,
Sandeep Pathak, and Ash-
ok Kumar Mittal met BJP
president Nitin Nabin at
the party’s headquarters
in the evening. The BJP-led
National Democratic Al-
liance  currently has a
strength of 141 in the Up-
per House.

At a press conference,
Mr. Chadha said that more
than two-thirds of the AAP

Fresh ties: Rajya Sabha MPs Sandeep Pathak, Ashok Mittal, and

Raghav Chadha calling on BJP national president Nitin Nabin
(centre) at the party headquarters in New Delhi on Friday. AN

MPs had quit the party and
would merge with the BJP
by exercising the provi-
sions of the Constitution.
“Seven MPs have signed
the document, which was
submitted to the Honoura-
ble Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha,” he said.

Mr. Chadha said the sig-

natories included former
cricketer Harbhajan Singh,
Rajendra Gupta, Vikramjit

Singh Sahney, and Swati

Natiwat:

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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India among countries where Meta

‘automatically’ blocks flagged content

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

India is now among a set of

Limited access

Meta has complied with censorship orders after a barrage of

takedown notices from the Centre and State police

=.India is now among a set

of *limited countries” where
Facebook and Instagram
‘automatically restrict content,
at scale, based on local law
requirements’

= The Sahyog portal works as

a centralised platformfor issuing takedown orders to internet

intermediaries, including social

media platforms

related takedowns on the
platforms will only be pu-
blished by the firm in the
second half of 2026.

Section 79(3)(b) of the In-
formation Technology Act,
b e
platforms could lose “safe

dl DU U U C

court alongside the people
n

Meta did not provide
written responses to ques-
tions from The Hindu. The
firm’s receptivity to non-
binding takedown notices
appears to have increased
since the IT Ministry in Fe-
bruary reduced timelines
from 36 hours to three
hours.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Meta to ‘automatically’
block flagged content

Non-compliance within this timeline would lead
to a loss of safe harbour. Meta did not respond to a
question on whether it conducts human rights
evaluations on such takedowns. The help docu-
mentation on its site says it does such evaluations.

X, formerly Twitter, has challenged the Sahyog
portalin the Karnataka High Cou ng and does not

com ly with police takedown notices when 1t be-

ponse, however, is to instantaneous restrlct ac-

wide powers of immediate and lasting censorship
that they can exercise by merely filling out an on-
line form.

“Various apparatuses of the government have
been issuing netices (not orders) providing ‘actual
knowledge’-of violations of Indian law to plat-
forms under Section 79(3)(b), most of which,
when serutinised, do not actually disclose any vio-
lation of any Indian law by the users,” Pranesh
Prakash, co-founder of the Centre for Internet and
Society, who is now a tech law and policy consul-
tant, told The Hindu. Mr. Prakash said that users
are seldom acted against personally in court, with
the matter ending in the content takedown, which
“show(s] ... that the platforms would not be held
liable either.”

“Yett instead of fighting for their users, Meta is
unthinkingly removing content it is legally not

even required to remove,” Mr. Prakash said.



Govt. clears
<30 billion
withdrawal
for Maldives

Press Trust of India
MALE

India has approved the
first withdrawal of ¥30 bil-

lmn_und.er_m_mnmmng
economic and financial as-

sistance to Maldives, ac-
cording to the Indian High

Commission here.

The funds are being re-
leased under the first draw-
down of the SAARC Cur-
rency Swap Framework,
the Indian mission said in a
statement on Thursday.

The withdrawal under
the framework was signed
between RBI and the Mal-
dives government during
President Mohamed Muiz-
zu’s State visit to New Delhi
in October 2024, it added.

The earlier $400 million
withdrawal. availed by the
Maldives under this frame-
work in October 2024, ma-
tured on Thursday, the In-
dian High Commission
said.

In a statement on Thurs-
day, the Maldives Foreign
Ministry said the settle-
ment of the $400 million
facility reflects the govern-
ment’'s commitment to
meeting its financial obli-

gations,  Sun Online

reported.




‘Constructive’ trade deal
talks held with U.S.: India

This was the first in-

erson meeting between the two since October 2025: an Interim Agreement

was delayed after the US. Supreme Court invalidated reciprocal tariffs Trump had levied on India

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he negotiating
T teams of India and
the U.S. held “con-

structive” and “forward-
looking” talks on a trade
deal, the Indian govern-
ment said following the
conclusion of the talks,
which took place in Wash-
ington on April 20-23.
India and the U.S. on Fe-
bruary 7 issued a joint
statement agreeing on a
framework for an Interim
Agreement pertaining to
reciprocal tariffs and mu-
tually beneficial trade.

The framework agreed
to in February also reaf-
firmed the two countries’
commitment towards
achieving a broader Bilat-
eral Trade Agreement
(BTA). “In pursuance the-
reof, the Indian side visited
Washington D.C. for an in-
person round of meetings

The talks covered multiple areas like market access, technical
barriers to trade, customs and trade facilitation. REUTERS

with their~U.S. counter-
parts to finalise the details
of the Interim Agreement
and take forward the nego-
tiations under the broader
BTA,” the Ministry of Com-
merce and Industry said in
a short statement on
Friday.

It added that the talks

The statement, howev-
er, fell short of stating a
deadline by which the Inte-
rim Agreement or the BTA

would be finalised, or
when the next round of
talks would be held. This
round was the first time
the two teams had met in

person since October
2025.

‘Shaky wicket’

Speaking at the Hudson In-

stitute Seminar in Wash-
ington, senior BJP leader
Ram Madhav, however,
voiced confidence that the
deal would be signed soon.

Assistant Secretary of State
Kurt Campbell and think
tank Stimson Centre’s
South Asia Director Eliza
beth Threlkeld, where he
said tariffs and economic
issues over the past year
had raised problems.

“We are looking forwarc
to the trade deal which is
expected to be concludec
in less than a month now
We are hoping that wher
[U.S. Secretary of State
Marco] Rubio visits Indiz
next month we will finally
have closed the deal that is
a very important because
we are hoping that we wil
have a better tariff regime,
he said, quoting informa
tion received from the

government.

Previously, officials in
the Ministry of Commerce
— including Commerce Mi
nister Piyush Goyal — have

“The meetings were
conducted in a construc
tive and positive spirit witk
meaningful and forward
looking discussions ena
bling progress on key mat
ters,” the Indian govern
ment’s statement added.



Israel-Lebanon ceasefire

extended by three wee

Donald Trump says US. will help Lebanon protect itself from Hezbollah after talks; a Hezbollah

awmaker cites continued Israe

and gunfire*and vows (o confront them

Stanly Johny

srael and Lebanon
l have extended their
fragile ceasefire by
three weeks, U.S. President
Donald Trump announced
on Friday after meeting re-
presentatives from both
countries in Washington.
“The Meeting went very

Trump wrote in a social
media post.

Vice-President J.D.
Vance, Secretary of State
Marco Rubio, U.S. Ambas-
sador to Israel Mike Hucka-
bee and Ambassador to Le-
banon Michel Issa were
present at the meeting in
the Oval Office.

War zone: An Israeli armoured vehicle seen inside Lebanon as the
ceasefire was extended on Friday. REUTERS

menei. When Mr. Trump
announced the U.S.-Iran

ceasefire on April 8, Teh-
ran said Lebanon was part
of the agreement. Israel in-
itially rejected this claim
but agreed to a 10-day cea-
sefire in Lebanon last
week. Mr. Trump then said
Israel was “prohibited”
from bombing Lebanon
any longer. However, limit-
ed Israeli attacks conti-

Iran FM Araghchi
travelling to Pak.
for ceasefire talks

ISLAMABAD

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi heads to Pakistan as
officials push the U.S. and Iran
to convene a second round of
ceasefire talks. His trip covers
Oman and Russia, focusing on
bilateral matters and regional
developments. » PAGE 14

nued in Lebanon.

“I look forward to host-
ing the Prime Minister of
Israel, Bibi Netanyahu, and
the President of Lebanon,
Joseph Aoun, in the near
future,” Mr. Trump said on
Friday.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Israel extends fragile

ceasefire with Lebanon

A Hezbollah lawmaker said the extension of the
truce was meaningless as long as Israel continued

its “hostile actions™. Israel 1S continuing “assassi-
nations, sﬁe“mg and gunﬁre and 1ts destructive
campaign against Lebanese border villages and
towns”, said Ali Fayyad, member of the Loyalty to
Resistance parliamentary bloc. “In practice, this
pushes the Lebanese side towards adhering to the
ceasefire, while imposing no obligations, not even
minimal ones, on the Israeli side. This is someth-
ing the resistance [Hezbollah] cannot accept. On
the contrary, it affirms its rejection of it and its de-
termination to confrontit,” he said, according to
Hezbollah's Al Manar TV.
On Friday, Lebanon’s National News agency re-
orted that Israel carried out three air strikes in
&mnma—wma.
tion order. The Israel Defence Forces (IDF) said it

issued the evacuation order from the southern Le-

banese village after Hezbollah launched rockets
rom the area.

Israel has said it is observing the ceasefire but
ruled out withdrawing from the south Lebanese

territory it has captured since the ground invasion
began in mid-March. Hezbollah, on the other side,

demands a full Israeli withdrawal. The Lebanese
government, which was not involved in the war,
says it would push for the Israeli withdrawal
diplomatically.




Araghchi travelling to Pak.

agon chief

Associated Press

ISLAMABAD
ran’s top diplomat
l was heading on Fri-
day to Pakistan,

where officials have been
trying to get the U.S. and
Iran to convene for a se-
cond round of ceasefire
negotiations.

Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi wrote on X that
he was on his way to Pakis-
tan, Oman and Russia on a
trip focused on “bilateral
matters and regional
developments”.

The trip comes as much
of the world has been on
edge over a war that has
snarled crucial energy ex-
ports through the Strait of
Hormuz, clouded the glo-
bal economic picture, and
left thousands dead across

West Asia.

Envoy Witkoff and Jared
Kushner will be off to Pa-
kistan again tomorrow
morning to engage in
talks,” White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt
told Fox News on Friday.
Earlier, two Pakistani of-
ficials said Mr. Araghchi
was heading to Pakistan
with a small government
delegation. Islamabad has
sought to reinject momen-
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Pakistan Army tightens security ahead of the expected U.S.-Iran peace talks in Islamabad. Foreign

Minister.Abbas Araghchi said he would travel to Pakistan on Friday. AFP

tum-into the negotiations
between Iran and the U.S.,
which had been set to res-
ume this week but did not
materialise.

Separately Friday, the
White House said Presi-
dent Donald Trump issued

The post on social me-
dia by a White House press
aide said: “New data com-
piled since the initial waiv-
er was issued revealed that
significantly more supply
was able to reach U.S.
ports faster.” Pakistan has
been trying to get U.S. and
Iranian officials back to the
table after Mr. Trump this
week announced an indefi-
nite extension of the cease-
fire with Iran, honouring
Islamabad’s request for
more time for diplomatic
outreach.

Tensions in the strait

Iran has kept its stran-

while the U.S. has main-
tained its blockade of Ira-
nian ports and ordered the
military to “shoot and kill”
small boats that could be
placing mines.

“Iran has an important

choice, a chance to make a
deal, a good deal, a wise
deal,” Pentagon chief Pete
Hegseth told reporters on
Friday. He said a second

U.S. aircraft carrier will

join the blockade in a few

days.




China targets European firms over Taiwan sales

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

The measures, which
took effect immediately,
are needed “to safeguard

national security and fulfill
international obligations
such as non-proliferation”,
the Commerce Ministry
said in a statement.

The curbs apply to firms
including Belgian guns ma-
nufacturer FN Herstal and
German defence electron-
ics firm Hensoldt; as well
as the national aerospace
research and development
centre in the Czech Repu-
blic, VZLU Aerospace.

said. Applications could be
submitted to the Com-
merce Ministry “in special
circumstances where ex-
port is truly necessary”, it
added.

In a separate statement,

an unnamed Commerce
Ministry  spokesperson
said that the measures tar-
get “only a small number
of EU entities involved in
military-related activities,
specifically those that have
participated in arms sales
to Taiwan or engaged in
collusion with Taiwan”.
“Law-abiding and trust-
worthy EU entities have
absolutely no cause for
concern,” it added.



R nds 15 paise weaker

at 94.16 against U.S. dollar

The rupee extended its losing streak for the fifth
day in a row, depreciating 15 paise to close at
94.16 against the U.S. dollar-on Friday due to
higher crude oil prices and strengthening
American currency, with prospects of West Asia
peace talks hanging in the balance. At the
interbank foreign exchange market, the rupee
opened at 94.25 and staved range-bound
throughout the session, hitting the day’s high of
94.18 and low of 94.31 against the greenback. e




Net FDI hits 45-month h1 hi in

Feb.

Inflows exceeded out

hi Eh of nearly $9 bn; India remains an attractive destmatmn for greenhe

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

et foreign direct in-
N vestment (FDI) into
India turned posi-
tive in February 2026 after

six months of being in the
negative, latest Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) data

The main reason for this

Gross FDI in February
2026, or the total amount of
money coming in as direct
investment, grew 61.6% to a
seven-month high of nearly
$9 billion.

Over the course of the
first 11 months of this finan-
cial year, gross FDI stood at
$88.3 billion, a growth of

I'cd

d FDI projects, says RBI

Bounce back

Net FDI reversed a six-month slump to jump to a

45-month high in February 2026
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vestment, on the other
hand, fell to their lowest le-
vel in 27 months, of $4.4
billion.
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18.1% over the same period
of the previous financial
year. “Manufacturing, com-
puter services, financial ser-
vices, business services, and
communication services ac-
counted for more than two-
thirds of total equity inflows
during 2025-26 so far [up to
February],” the RBI said.
“Furthermore, Singa-
pore, the U.S., Mauritius, Ja-
pan, and the Netherlands
were the major source
countries of inward FDI to
India, accounting for

around three-fourth of the
total inflows.” The other component of
outflows — outward invest-
ments by Indian companies
— also contracted sharply,
by 30.4%, in February
2026. According to the RBI,
around 75% of the outward
FDI flows in February went
to Singapore, the UAE, and
the UK.

compared with the same
period of the previous year.
Total outflows of direct in-



