Kuki, Naga villagers clash

during Manipur shutdown

One person injured after sequrity

CM’s event; shutdown called by Meitei women's groups and social organisations enters third day
e . S~
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pur on Tuesday during a
shutdown called by the Un-
ited Naga Council in prot-
est against the killing of
two highway passengers
on April 18.

Officials said the clashes
in Kangpokpi — a Kuki-ma-
jority district — had broken
out hours after the three-
day shutdown took effect
on Tuesday. There were re-
ports of stone-throwing
and firing, allegedly by
extremists.

Separately, a person sus-
tained bullet injuries after
security personnel opened
fire to prevent a mob from
storming the venue of
Chief Minister “Yumnam
Khemchand" Singh’s pro-
gramme «in _Thoubal dis-
trict of the Meitei-dominat-
ed Imphal Valley.
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Tensions prevail: Protesters gathered to block the vehicle of Manipur CM Yumnam Khemchand allow
an oxygen supplyvanto pass during a shutdown in Thoubal on Tuesday. ANI

travelled to the location

The police said a large
group of people, allegedly
armed with stones and ca-
tapults, advanced towards
the function venue during
the Chief Minister’s visit.

“Despite repeated warn-
ings and appeals to dis-
perse, the crowd conti-
nued to move aggressively,
posing a serious threat. In

view of the escalating situa-
tion, the minimum neces-
sary force was applied. As
a last resort, controlled fir-
ing was undertaken in
strict adherence to esta-
blished protocols to dis-
perse the mob and neutral-
ise the threat,” the police
said in a statement.

The situation was later
brought under control, but
an individual, who was
part of the mob, sustained
an injury.

The Chief Minister re-
sented the opposition to
his visit. “I recently visited
many hill districts, and
there was no opposition. I

am surprised by the prot-
est against my visit to
Thoubal,” he said, address-
ing a gathering at the
event. He insisted that dif-
ferences could be sorted
out through dialogue. “All
solutions come after talks
between the parties in-
volved,” he said.

Meanwhile, a separate




13 killed in blast at
fireworks unit set up
for Thrissur Pooram
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Fire field: Rescue personnel try to douse the fire following the blast
at the fireworks.linit near Thrissur, Kerala, on Tuesday. K.K. NAJEEB

The Hindu Bureau
THRISSUR

At Jeast 13 people were
killed and nearly 40 in-
jured in a series of explo-
sions at a fireworks manu-
facturing unit in
Mundathikode, near Thris-
sur, in Kerala on Tuesday,
in one of the worst such in-
cidents reported in the
region.

The fireworks manufac-

turing unit, situated on a
five-acre paddy field, was
preparing fireworks for the
Thiruvambady Devaswom,
one of the two groups or-
ganising the famous Thris-
sur Pooram. These mate-
rials included supplies for
a sample fireworks show
on Friday. The explosion
occurred around 3.30 p.m.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Congress moves privilege notice
against PM over April 18 address
A"‘““

Unprecedented,
unethical and
blatant abuse of
power: Notice

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, April 21

THE CONGRESS on Tuesday
moved a privilege notice against
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

ThePMaddressed thenation
onApril 18, aday after the Con-

In the notice submitted to
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
Congress MP K C Venugopal
said: “In the 29-minute speech
termed as ‘addresstothe nation’,
the Prime Minister criticised op-
position parties for blocking the
Bill and made direct reflections
on the voting pattern’ of
membersof the Oppositionand
attributed motivesto them.”
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PM Modi addressed the nation
on April 18, a day after the
Constitution Amendment Bill
was defeated in Lok Sabha. ani

Venugopal said the PM used
the word ‘bhroon hatya’ (foeti-
cide)toattack the oppositionfor
blocking the passage of the Cons
stitution (131st Amendment)
Bill-2026, and two related Bills.
He said using the addressto

He said that “it is well estab-
lished that casting reflections
and aspersions, imputing mo-
tives to members of Parliament
in regard to speeches made by

themin Parliament tantamount
to gross breach of privilege and
contempt of the House”.

“It is appalling that the PM
who wanted this Constitution
Amendment Bill to pass was so
annoyed that he chose to ad-
dress the nation, casting asper-
sionson MPswhowere honestly
performing their dutiés, in this
case, protecting the Constitu-
tion,” said the Congress MP.

“Hence these gbservations
by the Prime MiniSter cast asper-
sions op'the independence and
integrity of elected members of
Parliament, “question the
manner in which members of
the Opposition exercised their
parliamentary duties; and at-
tribute motives to their voting
behaviour,” he said.

Venugopal said that it was a

flection or imputation directly
undermines the dignity and
authority of the House and inter-
feres with the free and indepen-
dentdischarge of parliamentary
duties by its members,” he said.

ECto¢ examme Opp's

poll code violation

comEIalnt agamst PM

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 21

THE ELECTION Commission of
India will “examine” the Opposi-
tion’s complaint against Prime
Minister Narendra Modithat his
addressto the nation on April 18
was violative of the Model Code
of Conduct, sources said on
Tuesday.

Following PM Modi'saddress
in the midst of the polls, several
opposition parties, including

CPI(M)general secretary MA

Nearly 700 activists
and privatecitizens,
too, approachedthe
EConthealleged
violation

Babyand CPIRajya Sabha MPP
Sandosh Kumar wrote separ-
ately to the poll panel chief, al-
leging misuse of the public
broadcaster to influence public
opinion in poll-bound states.

election by the incumbent
Prime Minister creates an un-
even playing field and under-
mines the principle of free and
fair elections, which is the cor-
nerstone of our parliamentary
democratic framework,” Baby
said in his letter to the CEC.



Invidious speech
ECI's inaction on the Prime Minister’s
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hile Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s

w address to the nation on April 18 dif-

fered from g speech e made ata si-

milar election-eve juncture in 2019, it was non-

etheless groslematlc In 2019, following a
successful gnti-satelite missile teSL Drivale news

channels aired a speech by Mr. Modi extolling the

mission and his government’s commitment to

: : . -

d
of the general election. Late last week, Mr. Modi’s
transgression was greater as Doordarshan and
Sansara TV broadcast his speech even as he ac-
mmﬁ—n— gress, _TTinamool Congress
and Samajwadi Party of cQmmitting the “sin of
foeticide” after they blocked the combined wo-
men’s reservation and delimitation Bills, and sug-
gested that women voters would punish-them
electorally in the Tamil Nadu and West Bengal
elections on April 23. Thus far, the Oppesition in

Parliament as well as numerous academics and
activists have written to the Chief Election Com-

missioner (CEC) urging that.the Election Com-
mission of India (ECD) si;oula sanction Mr. Modi

for violating the MCC. In-a familiar but also in-
creasingly éispiriting turn, the ECI has vet to res-
pond. It is expected to act reasonably quickly, as
it has against Oppesition parties.

Since the facts are not in dispute in this in-
stance and the ECI's reluctance to sanction the
Prime Minister has become well-known, it is hard
to believe that the delay is benign. The constitu-

tional body allowed the Prime Minister’s monthly

radio programme to continue broadcasting dur-
ing the State polls in 2015 and 2017 and permitted
Addlo IV Lo w20ty alter paon approval ol
contents. In 2024, the ECI issued a notice regard-
ing a controversial speech by Mr. Modi in Rajas-
thanI but addressed it to the BID gresﬂent ratl"ler
than to him. After the 2019 missile test, critics ar-
gued that the ECI’s refusal to sanction had creat-

ed a loophole whorehy maigr announcements
could be framed as ‘official’, thus having an elec-

toral impact while affording the ECI plausible de-
niability. As the letter to the CEC specified, Mr.

Modi’s violation is clear if he delivered his ad-
dress without the ECI’s prior approval. If the ECI
did approve it, it must explain why it saw fit to
grant the Prime Minister this precious privilege,
investigate the speech’s contents, remove it from
official platforms, and sanction Mr. Modi. The

. . ! l lermi he
fairness of polls as well as its own credibility.




Avyear later, Pahalgam’s shadowlingers

NTHISday lastyear, the Baisa-

ran meadows of Pahalgam be-

camethesiteofahorrificterror

attack that claimed 26 innocent

lives, most of them tourists.

The assault sent shockwaves not just across

the country but around the globe. A year

later, Kashmir is limping towards recovery;

healing is still some distance away. The

tragedy’sshadow lingers most painfully over

thegrievingfamiliesand inthesilent despair

of countless households whose livelihoods
have been impaired.

While the Indian state responded deci-

sively with Operation Sindoor, the security

tacks on Indian soil would now trigger cali-
brated conventional retaliation without the
need to definitively establish Pakistan’s di-
rectstate complicity.

This muscular posture, visible since the

of propaganda, their success nonetheless
reflects a deepening societal engagement
and a welcome hardening of the national
narrative around cross-border terrorism=—
and unfortunately on Kashmir, too, to
some extent.

Compare, for instance, Aditya Dhar’s
blockbuster Dhurandhar (202§) with

Mani Ratnam’s 1992 classic Roja. Where
Roja sought to explore the human and
political complexities of Kashmir — its
pain, its aspirations, and the human cost
on all sides — the newer wave of cinema
is singularly focused on terrorism itself,
on the machinery of response, and on un-
apologetic assertions of national will.
Kashmir, in these stories, almost recedes
to the background as a mere theatre for
larger battles rather than a land with its

own layered realities.

Yet the human cost remains searing.
None of the images from that day is more
haunting than that of a newlywed woman
holdingthe lifeless body of her husband, her
dreams destroyed in a single moment of
mindless violence. The attack claimed lives
and much more. It violated the deepest sen-
sibilities and traditional values of Kashmiri
society. By targeting tourists, the assailants
struck at the moral core of humanity. The
incident shook Kashmiri societytoitscore,
triggering a wave of colleetive grief, outrage
and traumathat cutacross peliticaland com-

munity lines.

The economic fallout hasbeen
endITREAnC DecoT e eToas-
iffZTy paInTul. What pegan as an
exodus of visitors in the immedi-
ate alterma s hardened 1INtoa
SUSTAIN! slump. Tourist arrivals
crashed through last year. Even

that had begun to symbolise Kash-

A DRrRABU

mir’s soft power and seasonal promise now
tells a story ofhesitation and fear. The
ripple effects have reached small vendors
who depend on the summer rush.
Theimpact goes beyond livelihood. His-
toricallyyinKashmir, tourists have been har-

isation in the rest of the country.

Thisis not going to be another seasonal
dip. Globally, economic uncertainty
looms. Recent developments in India-US
trade relations and the easing of import
duties on American apples have dealtase-
vere blow. The Indian economy faces its

The anxiety goes beyond tourist spots in
the orchards of Shopian and Sopore,

where itis palpable. The local economy is

The economic fallout has been

enduring and become
increasingly painful. What
began as an exodus of visitors
in theimmediate aftermath
has hardened into a sustained
slump. Tourist arrivals
crashed through last year

staring at tough times and can
implode under pressure.

The deeper irony is that the
promised economic renaissance
and genuine empowerment of
the people after the political
changes have not materialised in
any meaningful way. Investment
has not surged as hoped. The re-
sult is a J&K that has seen its
political architecture altered dra-
matically, but whose people con-

over Kashmir’s people and ¢cconomy

tinue towait for the dividends of normalcy,
jobs, and dignity.

The much-hyped integration has so far
translated more into administrative cen-
tralisation than into tangible economic
opportunity or political agency for ordi-
nary Kashmiris. If anything, in the weeks
and months following Pahalgam, inci-
dents of harassment, intimidation and vi-
olence against Kashmiris — students in
universities, shawl sellers in markets,
traders and ordinary migrants — rose
sharply across several parts of the country.
Many of these acts have gone largely un-
punished, with little visible action to pro-
tectinnocent citizens or hold perpetrators
accountable. Such backlash not only
deepens the sense of alienation but also
undermines the very idea of a shared na-
tional fabric, which the post-2019 political
changes were meant to strengthen.

The anniversary of Pahalgam should
not merely be a day of remembrance. It
must also be a moment for reflection on
whathasbeen achieved — and what, pain-
fully, has not.

The writer is former finance minister,
Jammu and Kashmir



Where does the rupee gofrbm’here

kets. When the currency falls, there may

banks had to unwind their€urrency,posi-
tions. The central bank has also reportedly

news of escalation pushes up the costof ~ can put pressure on the trade balance.

‘0L
MADAN SABNAVIS

THE RUPEE has been extremely volatile
ever since the conflict in West Asia got

Aside from the usual demand-supply
forces that are at work, there is also specu-
lative activity to contend with in the mar-

Allthese factors affect the rupee at different
points of time.

INterventions send a Iessage to Market

participants. In addition to these, there are
also regulatory changes. Recently, itéapped:
thenetopen position ofbanksin the onshore
market at $100 million. This meant that

ORPEOT

opened a window for oil marketing ¢om-
paniesto purchase dollars, therebydeépress-

ingdemand in the openmarket. All this has

helped reducethevolatility inthe market.

Any news of escalation in West
Asiapushes up the cost of crude
oil and puts pressure on the rupee,
while signs of a truce work
the other way

crude oil and puts pressure on the rupee,
while signs of a truce work the other way.

the US are signs of a stronger dollar. But at
present, one does not know if the rates will
remain high.

Demand for oil also remains stable. The
price we are paying is still around 10 per
cent higher than Brent. Hence, therewill be
continued demand for dollars. Another
commodity, gold, is now more in a bearish
phase. Export growth will continue to be
impacted by thesituation in West Asia. This

In such a situation, the rupee is likely to

Sabnavis is chief economist, Bank of Baroda and
author of Corporate Quirks: The Darker Side of
the Sun. Views are personal



India’s LPG crisis is the wake-up call it cannol ignore

ndia is staring at an energy reality it can no
l longer ignore. The gas crisis of 2026, marked

by liquefied Qetro!eum Eas §:§§ sEonaEes,
volatile liuefied natural gas (LNG) prices, and
soaringimport bills, is nota temporary

isruption. It 1s a structural warning. For a

country aiming to sustain high economic growth
and emerge as a global manufacturing hub,
energy insecurity is not just an inconvenience; it
is a strategic risk. The real question is no longer

whether India should act, but how quickly it can
pivot toward self-reliance.

Unsustainable energy gap

The numbers tell a troubling stori. India’s crude

pace with rising demand. LNG imports are
) 10 bt 28 muill - =

(MMT)-29 MMT this vear, even as domestic gas

This wi ween deman

domestic supply is not sustainable. Every global
price shock, geopolitical disruption, and

What makes the situation more concerning is
that existing systems are clearly failing to keep
up. Igdighasinvested in LNC infastiucture with

iﬁﬁi@fiiiﬁﬂ ﬁql“nx ﬁmﬁﬂiﬂi 20 q:MT
annually. Yet, utilisation remains stuck at

The recent disruptions — which led to
shortages in cities such as Mumbai and Bengaluru
and triggered price spikes of up to five times —
highlight just how exposed India remains.

Nagendra Kumar

Fellow and Associate
Director, The Energy
and Resources
Institute (TERI),

New Delhi

-

Mand;i Prashanth

Research Associate,
The Energy and
Resources Institute
(TERI), New Delhi

A push towards
Compressed
Biogas (CBG)
will ensure
energy security,
environmental
sustainability,
and rural
economic
growth

Government interventions have helped manage
the crisis in the short term, but they are reactive |
by design. They do not solve the fundamental
problem: India’s overdependence on imported
fuels.

to take

Decisive stej

country has an estimated potential of 62 MMT of
CBG annually from agricultural residues, animal
waste, and municipal solid waste. But the current

To be fair, the policy intent is strong. Initiatives
such as Sustainable Alternative Towards
Affordable Transportation (SATAT) and
(Galvanising Organic Bio-Agro Resources
(GOBAR-DHAN) have Taid the groundwork,
offering assured ofitake, financial incentives, and
a clear vision for a bioenergy ecosystem. But
progress on the ground has been slow. Feedstock

Regulatory approvals can take months. And the
market for digestate — a key by-product — remains

underdeveloped. In short, India has built the
vision but not yet the system to deliver it at scale.

This is where decisive action is needed.

Eistodiamustestablisha national feedstock
security framework. Without a reliable and

redictable supply of biomass. no CBG project

‘can succeed. Ti!lus means State-wise mapping of
feedstock availability, creation of aggregation
models, and long-term contracts that give
developers confidence. It also requires aligning
feedstock types with suitable technologies to
improve efficiency and viability.

Second, the reﬂlatog and financial ecosystem

-wi ce

systems are no longer optional; they are essential.
Project developers sEouia not s enﬁ SIX tO nine

! months navlgatmg aBErovals. Xt t“e same time,

ancial support mechanisms need to go beyond
traditional subsidies. Viability gap funding, green
bonds and carbon credit integration can
significantly improve project economics and
attract private investment.

Third, India must think bevond waste and
s. Napier

ass, for instance, offers high yields and can
serve as a reliable feedstock. Allocating even
%-3% of agricultural land — particularly j

stable biomass base without compromising food
security. This is not about replacing existing
crops, but about strategic diversification.

Meaningful energy reform
If these interventions are implemented with

urienci the imiact could be transformative.

robust CBG ecosystem would reduce stubble
burning, Improve air quality, create rural p_bs
T T AT T A s
fnto wealth and shift India toward a truly circular
economy.

The lesson from the current crisis is clear:
incremental fixes will not work. India needs a
structural shift in how it produces and consumes
energy. The success of the ethanol blending
programme shows that large-scale transformation
is possible when policy clarity meets execution
discipline. CBG can — and must — be the next big
success story.

fsic is nof s Litisa
test of intent. The country can either continue to
rely on volatile global markets or invest in

L = — = The

CHO|C€ S'Iiouiﬁ E OEVIOUS‘ “‘e time to act is now.



(Ovt. mOots stricter

norms for content

generated using Al

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Tuesday mooted stricter
disclosure norms for Al-

information to be visible
throughout the entire du-
ration of the visual display.

In a notice, the IT Minis-
try said the wording “en-
sures prominent visibility

in the visual display”
would be substituted- by
“ensures continuous and
clearly visible display of
such label throughout the
duration of the content, in
a visual display”.

Adding this to the draft
IT Rules amendment that,
among other changes, also
proposes to bring indepen-
dent news creators on the
Centre’s radar and man-
date compliance with advi-
sories, the Ministry of Elec-
tronics and IT (MeitY) has
extended the deadline for
stakeholder feedback to
May 7 from the once-alrea-
dy-extended timeline of
April 29, 2026.

The submissions would

be held in fiduciary capaci-
closed to anyone at any
stage, enabling persons to

IT Ministry extends
the deadline for
stakeholder feedback
to May 7 from the
earlier April 29

submit feedback/com-
ments freely without any
hesitation, the Ministry
emphasised:

Earlier this year, the go-
vernment tightened rules
for social media platforms
such as YouTube and X,
mandating the takedown
of unlawful content within
three hours, and requiring
clear labelling of all Al-gen-
erated and synthetic con-
tent. At that time, the go-
vernment said the move
was necessitated by the

~ M l

Intelligence to create and
mﬂ

social media platforms.

Another flashpoint in
the draft amendments to
IT rules is the proposal to
mandate intermediaries’
compliance with IT Minis-
try-issued clarifications,
advisories, SOPs and gui-
delines — a move that the
civil society has pushed
back against, saying it is
akin to bringing informa-
tion instruments not part
of the parent statute into a
legal ambit.



BOMBS WILL GO OFF IF NO AGREEMENT: U.S. PRESIDENT

Vance trip to Pakon

hold, Iransays no
talks under threat

His deadline
ending today,
Trump pushes
for quick deal

Jonathan Swan, Elian
Peltier, Tyler Pager

& Farnaz Fassihi
Washington, Islamabad,
April 21

US VICE President J D Vance’s
trip to Pakistan for a second
round of negotiationswith Iran
has been put on hold after
Tehran failed to respond to
American positionsyaUS offi-
cial with direct knowledge of
the situation said Tuesday.

Withthe two-week truce set
to expire Wednesday in Iran, it
was unclear what steps, if any,
Iran or the US would take next.

Talks could resume at a mo-
ment’s notice though President

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Esmail Baghaei,
said Iran had not decided

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Billboards near the Serena Hotel in Islamabad where the second
round of talks between the US and Iran were to take place. a

Diplomatic road long,

CRajaMohan everyar-

New Delhi, April 2 ch an ambition
marks gsignificant shift.

t the fragility of the mo-

ent is evident. Confusion
over the opening and
closing of the Strait of
Hormuz; arguments
over rival blockades; US
President Donald
Trump's optimism
Tuesday about a "great
deal,"” and his threats to attack
»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2

ides. For two ad-
versaries locked in in-
tense and seemingly irrever-
sible hostility since the 1979



Vance triB to PakforIrantalks puton hold

whether to even go to Pakistan.
He blamed it on “contradictory
messages, inconsistent behav-
iour and unacceptable actions
by the American side,” accord-
ing to the nation’s state broad-
caster, IRIB.

Butin private, twosenior Ira-
nian officials had said Monday
that an Iranian delegation was
making plans to travel to Pakis-
tan Tuesdayand toresume talks.

Speaking to CNBC Tuesday,
Trump expressed optimism

about potential talks but said
that the US military stood ready
to bomb again if no deal was
struck with the Iranian govern-
ment. “Wedon’thave that much
time,” he said.

(Associated Press adds:

an X post.

Pakistan said Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar met with the act-
ingUSambassadorinIslamabad
tourgea ceasefireextension. Dar
also met with the ambassador
from “China, a key trading
partnerwith Iran.

On Tuesday, the US said its

did notsay where the vessel had
been boarded, though ship-
tracking datashowed the Tifani
intheIndian Ocean between Sri

Lanka and Indonesia Tuesday.
The Pentagon statement added
that “international waters are
not a refuge for sanctioned
vessels.”)

Even if the sides return to
the negotiating table, many
sticking points remain - on
Iran’s nuclear programme, for

prompting an American block-
ade of Iranian ports that the US
Navy says has forced 28 ships to
turn around.

-THENEW YORK TIMES
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was unclear what steps, if any, marks a significant shift.

Iran or the USwould take next. ASWASHINGTON and Tehran Yet the fragility of the mo-
Talks could resume at a mo- inchtowardsasecondroundof ment is exident _Confusion
ment’s notice though President  negotiations, the idea of Querthe openine and
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D_il-)lomatic road long

very late into this evening over
Iranian participation underline
thedeep mistrustthatcontinues
to shadow the talks. If even pre-
liminary coordination remains
so contested, the path toa com-
prehensive settlementwill bear-
duous.

The Trump administration,
however, appears committed to
thinking big. Vice President J D
Vance, expected to leave for a
second round of talks in Pakis-
tansoon, has framed the negoti-
ations not as incremental diplo-

into the global system.

This ambition departs
sharply from the logic of the 2015
nucleardeal, whichwasdeliber-
ately narrow and technocratic.

did not address the broader
sources of geopolitical conflict
between Washington and
Tehran, or the interests of US
allies neighbouring Iran. The
emerging framework now aims
atbroadening the settlement.
In its essence, the proposed
bargain is sweeping. Iran would

tighter inspection regimes, and
limits on stockpilesof highlyen-
riched uranium. More conse-
quentially, Tehran would be ex-

In return, the United States

energy markets and financial

networks. The end goal is not
merely arms control, but a
broader economic and political
normalisation.

Recent reports suggest that
both sides are exploring steps
thatwill allow each toclaimearly
gains while preserving leverage
for subsequent stages. This, of
course, is easier said than done.
Powerful veto-wielders in both
capitals can nixmanyelements
of the proposed grand bargain.

Internal divisions in both

Anymovementtowardsagrand
bargain is likely to be in clearly
defined stages.

The most plausible pathway

would then be followed by de-
tailed technical negotiations on
nuclear verification, sanctions
relief, and regional security, with
carefully calibrated sequencing.

Even here, thechallengesare
formidable. Verification of nu-
clear commitments, though
complex, falls within the com-
petence of established interna-

tional mechanisms. Far more
difficultis the question of re-
gional behaviour. Measuring
and enforcing limits on in-
fluence exercised through non-
state actors presents a concep-
tual and operational challenge
that diplomacy has rarely re-
solved successfully.
Sequencing remainsanother
majorobstacle. Iranwilldemand
credible and front-loaded sanc-
tionsrelieftojustify concessions;
the United States will insist on
demonstrable compliance be-
fore relinquishing economic
leverage. Bridging this gap will
requirea finely balanced process
of reciprocal steps, with built-in
safeguards against backsliding.
Despite all the challenges,

o = (=4
obstacles are substantial, and

the risks of failure high, the fact
that Washington and Tehran
may sitdown for another round
of talks is a cause for modest op-
timism.

(C. RajaMohan is a contributing
editor on international affairs for
The Indian Express)



STRAIT A SWORD ‘DRAWN FROM ITS SHEATH’ THAT US AND GULF STATES CANNOT IGNORE: EXPERTS

Gulf worries US Iran talks ma

Reuters
Dubai, April 21

AWARNING by former Russian
president Dmitry Medvedev
has crystallised fears among
Gulf states that reopening the
Strait of Hormuz may be the
most Iran-UStalkscanachieve,
falling short of the broader de-
escalation they regard as vital.
Officials and analysts ex-
pect the next round of negoti-
ations, due in Islamabad, will
focusincreasingly notonIran's
missilesor regional proxiesbut
on uranium enrichment limits
and how to handle Iran’s lever-
age over the Strait, the world’s
mostcritical oil shipping route.

. o
proacH nsE entrencéing 'Ean's

ETIP-OI MIAAIe East energy
supplies by managing rather
than dismantling its leverage,
PTIOFTSIAg global sconomic
Tty even whileleaving the
countries most exposed to the
energy and security conse-
quences outside formal deci-
sion-making.
Gulfsourcessay US-Iran di«
plomacy is now centred less on

Iranian clerics in Tehran Bazaar, amid a ceasefire between US and Iran, in Tehran on Tuesday. reuters

with Iran rejectingboth zero
enrichment and demands to
shipitsstockpiles abroad, Gulf
offieials sayithe shift in prio-
ritiesitself is troubling.

“At the end of the day, Hor-
muZWill be the red line,” one

rolling back Iran’s missile pro-
gramme and more on.enrichs
frient levels and tacitly. accept:
ing Tehrans leverage over
‘Hormuz, which carries about a
fifth of global oiksupplies.

niegotiations re-
main stalled over enrichment,

Gulf source close to govern-
ment circles said. “It wasn'tan
issue before. It is now. The goal
posts have moved.” There was
no immediate response from
Gulf Arab governments to re-
quests for comment on the is-
sues raised in this article.

Iranian security officials pri-
vately echo that view, describ-
ing the Strait not as a contin-
gency but as a long-prepared
instrument of deterrence.

“Iran prepared for years for

ascenarioinvolving the closure
of the Strait of Hormugz, plan-
ning every step,” said a senior
Iranian security source. “Today

itis one of Iran’s most effective

Strait as a “golden, invaluable
assetrooted inIran’s geography
-- one the world cannot take
away precisely because it flows
from Iran’s location.”

A second Iranian source,
close to the Revolutionary
Guards, went further, suggest-
ing that a long-standing taboo
Surrounding the use of Hormuz

ad now been broken.

TOOTS -- a form of geographic
[everage that Serves asa power-
faldeterrent.”

The source described the

‘This source described Hor-
muzasasword “drawn fromits
sheath” that US and regional
states could not ignore.

USforces board

oilltankerinthe

Indian Ocean,
says Pentagon

Associated Press
Washington, April 21

USFORCEShaveboarded an oil
tanker previously sanctioned for
smuggling Iranian crude oil in
Asia, the Department of Defence
said Tuesday.

In a social media post, the
Pentagon said US forces “con-
ducted a right-of-visit maritime
interdiction” and boarded the
M/T Tifani “without incident.”

It's the latest move in the US
war on Iran tostop anyship tied
to Tehran or those suspected of
carryingsupplies that could help
its government, from weapons
and oil to metalsand electronics.

The announcement comes
hours ahead of the expiration of
atenuousceasefirebetween the
USandIran, and as Pakistan at-
tempts to broker talks between
Washington and Tehran.

Ship-tracking data showed
the Tifani wascarryingoil inthe
Indian Ocean on Tuesday be-
tween Sri Lanka and Indonesia.
The Pentagon described the Ti-
fanias “stateless” despite itbeing
aBotswana-flagged vessel.



Japan opens doors to global

arms market in a change of

its post-war pacifist policy

Associated Press
TOKYO

Japan on Tuesday
scrapped a ban on lethal
weapons exports, a major
change in its postwar paci-
fist policy as the country
seeks to build up its arms
industry amid worries over
Chinese and North Korean
aggression.

The approval by Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi’s
Cabinet of the new guide-
line clears a final set of hur-
dles for many arms sales,
including of Japanese-de-
veloped warships, combat
drones and other wea-
pons.

It has been largely wel-
comed by Japanese de-
fence partners like Austra-
lla and attracted interest
from Southeast Asia and
Europe. U.S. Ambassador
to Japan George Glass on X
called the move a*“historijc
step” that will help en-
hance the defence capabil-
ities between the allies.

Officials say the new
arms transfer rules would
contribute to deepening of
military and defence
equipment cooperation
with Japanese partners
and to the regional
deterrence.

“No country today can
defend peace and safety by
itself and needs partners to
support each other,” Ms.
Takaichi said on X. “There

X

Sanae Takaichi

is no change to our 80-year
history as a pacifist nation
and its pledge,” she said,
promising strict standards
to its prometion of arms
exports.

The defence industry is
oné of 17 strategic areas tar-
geted for growth under the
Takaichi government. The
government also has in-

creased funding for star-
tups _and  academic

research.

China laments move
Beijing criticised the
change in policy. Chinese

threaten the safety of the
Japanese people.

The new policy will “en-
sure safety for Japan and
further contribute to the
peace and stability in the
region as the security envi-
ronmentaround our coun-
try rapidly changes,” Chief
Cabinet Secretary Minoru
Kihara said.

Japan has long prohibit-
ed most arms_exports. It

has made recent changes
because of rising global

and regional tensions, but
exports were limited to five
areas: rescue, transport,
alerts, surveillance and
minesweeping.

The new guidelines
scrap those limits and al-
lows the export of equip-
ment such as fighter jets,
missiles and destroyers.

For now, such exports
will bé Timited to 17 coun-
tries that have signed de-
fence equipment and tech-
nology transfer accords
with Japan. They also must
be approved by the Nation-

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Guo Jiakun said the
global community includ-
ing China will “resolutely
resist Japan’s reckless
moves toward a new type
of militarism.”

Opponents at home also
say the change violates Ja-
pan’s pacifist constitution

enacted after the Second
World War and will _in-
crease global tensions and

al Security Council, and
the government will moni-
tor how the weapons are
managed afterward.

Japan remains commit-
ted to strict screening and
export controls to third
countries and will not offer
lethal weapons to coun-
tries at war, officials said,
but granted that excep-
tions could be made to that
limit.




Myanmars
junta leader
Proposes new
peace talks

Reuters

Myanmar’s new military-
backed government wants
to hold peace talks with
armed groups by the end
of July, the country’s junta
leader-turned-president
said, but two key rebel
groups rejected the offer
on Tuesday. State media
reported that President
Min Aung Hlaing wanted
rebel groups that were not
part of a ceasefire deal to
join talks to be held within
100 days.

“For groups-that have
not yet engaged in dia-
logue and negotiation, we
also invite them to partici-
pate by the deadline of July
31, he said, and men-
tioned groups such as the
Karen National Union, the
Chin National Front, and
the All Burma Students’
Democratic Front.

General Min Aung Hla-
ing referred to signatories
of the Nationwide Cease-
fire Agreement (NCA) in his
remarks, a deal that was in
place before the 2021 coup
threw it into question. KNU
spokesperson Saw Taw
Nee said: “The KNU has al-
ready withdrawn from the
NCA since the 2021 coup.
We have no plans to return
to negotiations.”

CNF spokesman Salai
Htet Ni said his group was
seeking a federal demo-
cratic system free of the in-
fluence of the military.




Tai resident
cancels Africa
trip, accuses
China of pressure

Associated Press
Taipei, April 21

TAIWAN'’S PRESIDENT can-
celled a planned visit to Africa
this week after three countries
withdrew permission forhimto
fly over their territories, under
pressure from China, his office
said Tuesday. “Accordingto our
understanding, the cancellation
of flight permits by Seychelles,
Mauritius, and Madagascar

Hong Kong govt seeks

to seize millions from

jailed activist Ji 1mmy Lai

Associated Press
Hong Kong, April 21

THE HONG Kong government
is seekingto confiscate millions
of dollars in funds and corpor-
ateshares it says are linked to
crimes committed by jailed
former media tycooen Jimmy
Lai, according to a court docu-
ment seen by The AsSociated
Press on Tuésday.

The filing.does not explain
how the property, which it esti-
matesto be worth over 127 mil-

without prior warning was ac-
tually due to strong pressure
from the Chinese authorities, in-
cluding economic coercion,”
read a statement.

President Lai Ching-te was
set to visit Eswatini, Taiwan's
last remaining diplomatic ally
in Africa, from April 22 to 26.

China elaims self-ruled Tai-
wan as its breakaway province,
to beretaken by force if necess-
ary, and/prohibits countries it
has diplomatic relations with
from maintaining formal ties
with Taipei.

" million),

lionHong Kong dollars (USD 16
is linked to Lai's

crimes.

The government previously
announced that it was seeking
asset forfeitures in the case but
did not disclose the amount.

Lai, an outspoken critic of
China’s ruling Communist
Party who founded the now-

defunct newspaper Apple
Daily, was convicted in De-
cember of conspiracy to col-
lude with foreign forces and

conspiring with others to pub-
lish seditious articles.

Hong Kong media tycoon
Jimmy Lai.rie

He was sentenced to 20
yearsin prison in February, the
toughest sentence give r
under a Beijing-imposed na-

tional security law.
Critics say his conviction re-

flected the decline of press and
other freedoms in the city. a
former British colony that re-

turned to Chinese rule in 1997.

The government insists that
the case has nothing to dowith
a free press, saying the defend-
ants used news reporting as a
pretext for years tocommitacts
that had harmed China and
Hong Kong.




India must draw a red line on U.S. unilateral sanctions

he dust — nuclear and otherwise — has

yet to settle on how the United

States-Israel war against Iran will

ultimately end, but its impact on
India’s growth projections is evident. Already
reeling from U.S. tariffs, the Indian economy has
seen damage pile up due to the U.

h Ton ol the war, Iran’s targeting of Gulf
trait of Hormuz by the Islamic Revolutj
uard Corps (IRGC) and U.S. forces — manifested

insurance costs, supply chain disr

slump in exports (down 7% in

mounting inflation. The rupee’s fall has resulted
in India slipping from being projected to fourth
SPOt, o siXth in terms of the largest economies
e seroriing to the Tnteariona Monetary

Fund.

Break sanction alignment
India is by no means the only country thus
affected, but as the world’s most populous
nation, it is bound to feel the effects more acutely.
Given the little attention that the U.S. has paid to
India’s economic concerns, it is surprising that
the Narendra Modi government continues to pay
heed to U.S. unilateral sanctions amid the war.
This month, as temporary waivers on many of
those sanctions come up for renewal, it is time
for New Delhi to unequivocally denounce them
and declare that it will no longer abide by them.
A cursory list of U.S. sanctions with which
India has partially or Zunx comgllea Ts both
illustrative and eve-opening. Since May 2019,

India has not purchased any Iranian or

Venezuelan oil followin U.S. President Donald

Swmwtz

2012-14, when the Barack Obama administration

Used them as leverage in Joint Comprehensive

Plan of Action (JCPOA) negotiations (the Irap

nuclear deal). \
While India reduced its imports of Iranian oil

from about 18.5 million tonnes in 2010-2011 to 11

million tonnes in 2013-2014, it never agreed to

halt them altogether. In 2015, following the
signing of the JCPOA, India stepped up its oil

connectivit tri}ateral agreement with Iran and
Afghanistan to aevelo:E the Chabahar port, along
with road and rail links connecting it to

% anistan and Central Asia.

arly 1n his second termn 2025, Mr. Trump
ushed India to end all its imports of Russian oil,

S 5% penalty on top ST eXSE X% — oo of e 5%
tarifts to enforce his demand. For three months —

rom November 2025 to February 2026 — India

complied, halving its intake of about two million
barrels per day (bpd) to one million bpd. As the

U.S. has issued temporary sanctions waivers to
d ith Iran,

India has increased its intake of both Russian and
ut will have to decide what to do
once the waivers end.

Since the U.S. E]'anapping of Venezuelan

Suhasini Haidar

For India

to launch

a new Green
Revolution

in energy
independence,
it must

first rebuff
US. sanctions

President Nicolas Maduro in January 2026 and
the subsequent easing of sanctions, India’s intake
of Venezuelan oil has also increased. Meanwhile,
the U.S.s waiver extension on India’s use of
abahar port s set to ex]E|re on April 26. Mr.
Trump has also said that he intends to impose
sanctions on any country conducting trade with
ran or holding Iranian funds, and wi jon
a members if they seek to establish a
non-dollar payment mechanism among
emselves

tl

The result of all these on-again, off- -again
sanctions, waivers, extensions
eat st efforts to leel‘blf and

road-Dase its ener:

sourcing. India’s decision not to protest the US’s.
decision t5 %0 t0 war with Iran in (he nistplace is
presumably out of concern that the U.S_may
come down even more heavily on the Indian
economy.

“The sui generis ‘whack-a-mole’ nature of
these measures only adds to their
capriciousness,” former Reserve Bank of India

active. According to the Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) of the U.S. Department of the
Treasury, the U.S. today maintains sanctions on at
least 23 countries and has more than a dozen
sanction regimes on specific issues (cyber-terror,
non-proliferation, and foreign interference). The
United Nations Security Council, in comparison,
has only about 15 active sanction regimes in all.

Compliance increases coercion

It is therefore necessary to analyse India’s
experience with U.S. sanctions over the past
decade and draw conclusions about the pros and
cons of yielding to them. There is little evidence

it instead leads to additional demands for
Tompliance.
=ronversely, when India ignored sanctions such

penalties and benefitted from the decision, as

discounted sweeter Iranian crude or Venezuelan
oil from 2019-25, as it did with Russian oil
(OITT), the government could have saved
billions, and built strategic energy reserves (as
China has) that would have been useful today.
Had India not complied with sanctions against

may have had connectivity in place that could
have reduced its dependence on imperts coming
through the Strait of Hormuz today. Moreover,
India’s compliance with U.S. international
sanctions has further weakened the rules-based
international order and the UN’s multilateral
mandate.

Going forward, if the Indian government

The government has a number of avenues to
pursue if it decides to do so — from building
payment mechanisms such as the rupee-rial trade
system with Iran, to developing national payment
systems including intra-BRICS settlement
arrangements, to using ‘air-gapped’ banking and
financial institutions insulated from western
pressure, as well as exponentially expanding
renewable and alternative energy sources.

History as policy guide

Lessons from history are worth revisiting. In
1966, U.S. President Lyndon Johnson amended
the United States’ ‘Food for Peace’ (PL-480) law —
formally the Agricultural 'Trade Development and
Assistance Act of 1954 — under which India, then
suffering from famine, received millions of tonnes
of wheat. Johnson’s amendments, called the

That the amendments followed closely on the
heels of then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s visit
to Moscow — where she had called on
Washington to stop bombing Vietnam to make
space for peace efforts — was no coincidence,
although the U.S. insisted that the changes were
intended to spur agricultural reforms in India.

The move, and the subsequent international
pressure fura ot rupee devaluation, pushed

T.
In a national address, Mrs Gandhi vowed that

India should never again ﬁnd itself in such a
huml 1ating position, an efforts

el >uﬂiﬂency A.Wd

Delhi draws a red line on U.S. sanctions in the
next few weeks. These sanctions do not just harm
India’s economy. They also seek to bend India’s
foreign policy to another’s will, and are a blow to
its proudly-held tenets of strategic autonomy.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in



