THE INDIAN EXPRESS TRACKS DOWN BENGAL VOTERS MAPPED TO 2002 ROLLS, BUT CAN'T VOTE

To delete voters, EC cites ‘logical

discrepancy’. Why this defieslogic

Former commissioners say new criterion unprecedented, without basis;seeks to exclude voters

SUBARNA MONDAL, 39;
LOGICAL DISCREPANCY CITED:
UNKNOWN

Damini Nath, Ravik
Bhattacharya & Atri Mitra
Kolkata, Howrah, April 20

©® SUKLA HAZRA, 55, has her
name in the electoral roll of
2002, when an Intensive Revi-
sion was held by the Election
Commission in West Bengal,
and holds a passport valid till

December 2028.
® Amiran Begum Ali, 56,
and Ts-in-law Arifa

Begum Sheikh, 35, and Shahida
Khatun, 29, all established links
to the 2002 roll, including
through her grandfatherin the
case of Shahida.

Yet, Sukla, Amiran, Arifa,
Shahida and Subarna have

SUKLAHAZRA, 55
LOGICAL DISCREPANCY CITED: AGE
GAP WITHPARENT OVER 50 YEARS

AMIRAN BEGAMALI, 56, HER DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW ARIFA BEGUM
SHEIKH, 35, SHAHIDA KHATUN, 29; LOGICAL DISCREPANCY CITED:

NAME MISMATCH FORALL THREE

SKFARIDUL, 48; HIS BROTHERS SK ALIF, 41, SK SARIFUL, 34; AND
FARIDUL'S SON AND WIFE SKALAM, 24, ALMARA BEGUM, 40
LOGICAL DISCREPANCY CITED: UNKNOWN

been deleted from West Ben-
gal's electoral roll because the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) has categorised them as

This despite the fact that all
five of them can be mapped to

the 2002 roll, a key pre-condi-
tion set by the ECI itself. As the
clock ticks down to the polling
days of April 23 and April 29,
these three areillustrative cases

Initslatest orderon Bengal’s
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

tionsin West Bengal scheduled
to be held on April 23, the Su-
preme Court said on Monday
that it will seek a report fro:

he directive came from a
bench of Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant and Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi after Senior Advo-

HIDAYTULLA SK, 39
LOGICAL DISCREPANCY CITED:
PARENT ‘MAPPED’ TO 6 OTHERS

rmitting lawyers of appli-
cants at the hearings.

“There is a practical diffi-
culty. The matter is now listed
on April 24. Appellate Tribunals
are not functioning. Citizens
from thousands of kilometres
arenotallowed representation.
This court's order is not being
followed,” Kamat said.
Initially, CJIKant expressed

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



To delete voters,

FROM PAGE 1

drawn-out Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) process, the Su-

reme Court directed that these
i L8

ehance il e ECl e o
issue supplementary lists with
T e T e
by tribunals b ril 21 (for the
seats polling on Apr and

e ad 1dentifl ese
deletions on the basis of a cen-
trally-controlled algorithm that
picked outwhat it called “logical
discrepancies”, after the draft
rollunderthe SIR was published
in December. The algorithm
narrowed down 1.36 crore
names in total, of which 60.06
lakh were placed under adjudi-
cation, with the rest disposedof
in the notice period. Of these

60.06 lakh, GG
leted afteradjudication.

Key to thisdS'what the EC
calls“Togicaldiscrepancy”.Some
former chief election commis-
sioners (CECs) and ex-ECs said
thisis “unprecedented”. Indeed,
the‘ECl itself has been silent on
it Whenitissued itsfirstorderin
June 2024 on an SIR for the
whole country, starting with
Bihar,and whenitgaveitsdirec-
tive three months later in Oc-
tober 2025 announcing that it
would be held in12states/Union
Territories, including Bengal, it
made no mention of “logical dis-
crepancies” asa criterion.

It was only in it§ written

was held and there was time to
appeal. There was a timely re-
dressal mechanism for the af-
fected person.”

Butinthe caseof Bengal, La-
vasa said, “the electors deleted
have not been accorded an op-
portunity to appeal in time be-
fore the elections”. “It amounts
to taking away their rightsun-
fairly, because of bureaucratic
inefficiency.”

Ex-CECOP Rawatsaideven
ifone person getsleft outdueto
wrongly identified “logical dis-
crepancies it was “very seri-
ous”. It punctures the whole
idea of the SIR. We must re-
member that the ECI's motto
has been ‘no voter to be left be-
hind’,” he said.

Incidentally, in Bihar too,
some names appeared to have
been flagged by the ECI’s cen-
trally-controlled software, re-
sulting in deletion of 9968
voters without explanations
giveninthecase ofthe others —
largely deaths, being absent or
having shifted to other places.
The ECI itselfdid not release any
information or data regarding
these 9968 deleted names.

The poll panel remains simi-
larly tight-lipped on its “logical
discrepancies” algorithminop-
eration in Bengal.

The Indian Express tracked
down voters who have valid gov-
ernment documents, are
mapped to the2002roll, and yet
find themselves deleted.

While Bengal Chief Electoral
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It was only in its written

reply inJanuary this year tothe
Supreme Court that the ECIsaid
its Electoral Registration Of-

. h .
verlicaton ol diCIeLVRes of
“identified discrepancies’. It
T e e Tt an
elector’s name in the current
rolls with rolls prepared after the
the case of Bengal); an age gap
eSS han o veas oL ot than
g e e s e e
theirparentanagegaplessthan
40xcas beneenanleciarand

- - v,
SIX OI Imore eiectors magg as
EI’ ogeng Ol One %I’SOD.

An ex-CEC expressed sur-
prise at these criteria, saying
there was 'no basis forthem.
“The SIR process dees not pro-
vide for this. It is.illogical. All
along, theideahasbeentobeas
inclusive as,possible,” said the
ex-CEC,whodid not wish tobe
named.

Former EC Ashok Lavasa
said: “The ECI has in the past
used a de-duplication software

tocheckvoter ,butthesus-
ed duplicate names ident-

ou at were flagged

to the ERO concerned, the elec-

lorwasgivenanotice.aheanne

While Bengal Chief Electoral
Officer Manoj Agarwal was un-
available for comment, asked
about these cases, a senior offi-
cial of the ECI said: “All adjudi-
cation cases were seen by judi-
cial officers. We have no say
regarding their judgment. in
some cases, those who.took
documents during hearings,
whether they properiy-handled
the documents or not, will be
squect to invmtlgation.’!

All these10 cases are of ap-
plicants "and their family
members in constituencies
whieh vote in the second phase
of Béngal polls, on April 29. This
means they have time till April
27 to be included in voter lists:

® SUKLA HAZRA, 55; Be-
hala Paschim constituency

Logicaldiscrepancycited
in notice: Age difference be-
tween elector and parent is
more than S0 years

Documents: Hazra says
that during the SIR, she sub-
mitted the 2002 electoral roll
which had hername, and atthe
hearing, gave a copy of her pass-
port that is valid till December
2028.

What may have hap-
pened: Hazra says she had ap-
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Is for SIR

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The reaction from a
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant
was in response to an oral
mentioning made by se-
nior advocate Menaka Gu-
ruswamy. In a separate

People submitting applications te tribumals set up to hear appeals
related to the SIR, in Birbhum district of West Bengal. FILE FHOTO

A Tt

Formed after court order
The tribunals, composed
of retired High Court Chief
Justices and judges, were
ordered to be constituted

by the Supreme Court on
March 10.

An April 13 order of the
court noted that an inte-
ractive meeting was con-

The court declared that

The court, issuing direc-
tions in exercise of its ex-
traordinary Constitutional
powers under Article 142,
had directed the EC to pu-
blish a “supplementary re-
vised electoral roll” con-
taining the names of those
who won their appeals by
April 21, ahead of the first
phase of polling in West
Bengal on April 23, or by
April 27, prior to the se-
cond phase on April 29.

On Monday, the court



Delhi HC judge refuses to
recuse from excise case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

case. The court observed
that “a judge cannot recuse

to satisfy a litigant’s un-
founded suspicion of bias
and Dased on_manuiac-
tured allegations”.

Justice Sharma said she
will decide the main mat-
ter - in which the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has challenged the
verdict of a trial court dis-
charging all the accused,
including Mr. Kejriwal, in
the excise policy case -
without being affected by

the recusal applications.
Mr. Kejriwal and the oth-

AAP national convener Arvind
Kejriwal raised objections to
the judge hearing the CBI plea
against his discharge in the
excise policy case. FILE PHOTO

er accused had moved an
application seeking Justice
Sharma’s recusal from the
case. They argued that
there was a “direct conflict
of interest” as the ﬂe's
children_are empanelled
Central _government _la-

ers who receive sub-
stantial work through the
Solicitor GeneraiI w%o ap-

peared for the CBI.
Justice Sharma, howev-

er, rejected this argument,
saying, “Even if relatives
[of .the judge| are empa-
nelled on government pa-

Their empanelment or re-
lationship has no connec-
tion with this dispute.”

“The litigant cannot dic-

W. . ol
ives in the absence o any

roof that the office of the
judge was misusea," Jus-
tice Sharma said.

The judge said Mr. Kejri-
wal’s recusal application

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14



Delhi HC judge refuses to

recuse from excise case

undergo ‘agni parzksha (trial by fire)’ by an ac-

cused who stands discharged, which means he
has not been acquitted, but he is only been let off
by the first court of jurisdiction on the ground of
insufficiency of evidence, this court must counter
question as to why this judge must undergo ‘agni
Eariksha’ at the mere asking of an accused. who

arbours apprehension or_misbelief about the
judge being biased,” she said.

“Judicial integrity ¢annot be put to trial by a liti-

Baml’ the judge added.

Reacting to the court’s decision, Aam Aadmi
Party Delhi president Saurabh Bharadwaj said if
the High Court was actually concerned about the
judiciary’s image, then Chief Minister Rekha Gup-
ta should have been held for contempt for her al-
leged comments against the trial court for dis-
charging Mr. Kejriwal and others in the case.

Welcoming the decision, Delhi Water Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh said Mr. Kejriwal knows he
indulged in corruption and is scared of the law.



SC declines to review
Jan. 5 verdict denying

bail to Umar Khalid

Do not find any good ground and reason to review judgment, says court;

junks plea by ex-student leader held in Delhi riots ‘larger conspiracy’ case

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T has rejected a plea

filed by former Ja-
waharlal Nehru University
student leader Umar Kha-
lid to review its January 5
decision refusing to grant
him bail in the Delhi riots
‘larger conspiracy’ case.

A Bench of Justices Ara-
vind Kumar and N.V. Anja-
ria did not find “any good
ground and reason” to re-
view the January 5 judg-
ment in its order dated
April 16, which was pu-
blished on Monday.

The January 5 judgment
had concluded that the

“Prayer for oral hearing
in the review petition is re-
jected. Delay condoned.

ang

SN

Umar Khalid has been in jail for
nearly six years without trial.

Having gone through the
review petition and also
the documents enclosed,

the review petition is dis-
missed. Pending applica-
tion(s), if any, shall stand
disposed of,” the Bench
stated.

In its order on January
5, the Justice Kumar-led
Bench had highlighted that
prolonged pre-trial deten-
tion is a “serious constitu-
tional concern”, but noted

that personal liberty must
bow to Parliament’s wish,
which limits the court’s
power to grant bail only
upon the satisfaction of
“defined statutory thresh-
olds”. Courts cannot treat
such restraints as “avoida-
ble”, held the court. It also
upheld statutory restric-
tions imposed on bail un-
der Section 43D(5) of the
UAPA, which requires an
accused to prove his inno-
cence to get bail, even be-
fore the trial begins.

Justice Kumar had said
that a “principled ap-
proach”, not diluted by
ideology or pre-judgment
of the case at hand, must
be adopted by courts to
strike a balance between
the personal liberty of the
accused and the collective
security of the public in
UAPA bail cases.

Besides Mr. Khalid, the
apex court had, on January
5, refused bail to Sharjeel
Imam. Both have been in
jail for nearly six years
without trial.



India’s forests could nearly double

carbon storage by 2100, stud

ds

The findings, published in Environmental Research: Climate, involved researchers from Indian institutes; biggest increases
in vegetation carbon are projected in desert and semi-arid zones across Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh, study says

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia’s forests could
l store nearly twice as
much carbon by the
end of this century as they
do now if current green-
house gas emission trends
continue, according to a
new modelling study pu-
blished this week in the
journal Environmental Re-
search: Climate.
The findings, involving
researchers from multiple
Indian institutes, present a

- the official source of tree
and forest cover data in

India.

For this study, the auth-
ors used modelling to peer
into the future and found

i "‘ e st

Wake-up call: Climate change issilently rewriting every sector,
including our forests, sayiscientists, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

about 2030, all of the sce-

The projected increases
are driven primarily by
two interacting forces: ris-

ing precipitation and ele-
vated atmospheric CO-.
Higher rainfall, projected
across much of India un-
der all emissions scena-
rios, translates to more
moisture available for trees
to grow. Simultaneously,
more available carbon
dioxide means enhancing
photosynthesis and water-
use efficiency. Rainfall ef-
fects appear with a lag of
roughly two years under
low and medium emis-

sions, extending to about
four years under the high-
emissions scenario to ac-
count for the fact that for-
ests do not respond in-
stantly to a single wet year,
and that woody biomass
accumulates slowly over
time.

or Fathima Fitha. “Even
where gains appear, they
may mask deeper stresses,
raising concerns about the
stability of today’s dense
forests and the risk of re-
leasing large stores of car-
bon. Human pressures,
land-use change, and ex-
treme events such as wild-
fires, droughts, and heat-
waves are intensifying
these risks. If we under-
mine our forests today, we
risk amplifying emissions
tomorrow.”

The largest relative in-

The Trans-Hima-

sions.
layas, the Gangetic forest
belt, and the Deccan Pe-
ninsula follow. The West-
ern Ghats and the Hima-

layas — India’s most
biodiverse and ecologically
significant forest zones —
are projected to see com-
paratively smaller relative
increases, constrained by
ecological saturation and
specific climatic pressures
those regions face, the stu-
dy shows.

The increase in vegeta-
tion doesn’t mean that cli-
mate change is acting as a
net good, the researchers
warned, as the models do
not capture disruptive
forces such as deforesta-
tion, land conversion, fire,
and pest outbreaks intensi-
fied by warming.



Finalising enhanced
cooperation

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, April 20

DAYS AFTER Ukraine’s Secre-
tary of the National Security and
Defense Council Rustem Ume-
rov visited India and met NSA
Ajit Doval, President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy announced on Mon-

significance at a time when

“We are preparing impor-
tant announcements regard-
ing our security cooperation
with partners next week. We do
not forget that air defense for
UKkraine and suppert for our
army remain constant prio-
rities,” Zelenskyy.posted on X.

“More,security arrange-
ments are forthcoming. We al-
ready’have an arrangementon
security cooperation with
India, and we are finalizing it
so that the documents are in
place,” the post said.

“We are also preparing for

with India: Z¢lens_

Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy

At /the meeting with
Ukraine’s NSA Rustem Umerov
on.Friday, Doval conveyed

position for the last four years
of the war between Russia and
Ukraine, and was articulated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during his visits to Rus-
sia and Ukraine in the past.
Umerov, who is Secretary
of the National Security and
Defense Council of Ukraine,
said, “We discussed the devel-
opment of bilateral relations
and the assessment of the se-
curity situation. The Indian
side reaffirmed its consistent
position on the need for a

EXPLAINED

Upgrading the ties

before Russian Foreign min-
ister Sergey Lavrovis
expectedtovisit Indiain
mid-May.

peaceful settlement based on
dialogue and diplomacy.”
“Iam grateful for the shared
understanding of the need to
find solutionsthat willensurea
lasting peace,” the UKrainian
NSA said. Jaishankar also met
him and posted on X, “Glad to
meet @rustem_umerov, Secre-
tary of the National Security &
Defence Council of Ukraine
today. Discussed our bilateral
cooperation and exchanged
views on the Ukraine conflict.”



Dovals Rivadh visit on PM’s
instructions, part of govt.
outreach to Gulf, savs MEA

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval’s surprise one-
day visit to Riyadh was part
of an outreach by the go-
vernment amid a tense

coniilct, an§ tOOE piace,

according to the Ministry
of External Affairs, on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s instructions.

The NSA’s visit was an-
nounced late on Sunday
night by the MEA, at the
end of his meetings with a
number of senior Minis-

ters. I Rivadh, Mg Dova!
hglg ;a|k§ wjm hi; counter-

viser Musag ﬂ-AlEan. He
. bk o
Faisgi Ein FarHan Ai Saud,

En“ﬁ Mml,ﬁszi Ah‘gu!?iiz
in Salman Al Saud, both

princes in the Saudi royal
family.

“On the directions of the
Prime Minister, our out-
reach to countries in the
Gulf continues,” said MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal, describing the visit at

- -

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval with Saudi Arabia’s Foreign

MinisterPrince Faisal bin Farhan in Riyadh. AN

a multi-ministerial briefing
on Monday. “[Mr. Doval’s]
meetings were helpful to
exchange views and review
bilateral ties, and also ex-

change views on the re-
gional situation and other
issues of mutual interest,”
he added.

Mr. Doval’s travel to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
came a week after External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar’s two-day visit to the
United Arab Emirates
(April 11-12), and Energy
Minister Hardeep Puri’s
earlier visit to Qatar (April
9-10), and is understood to
have been part of the go-

vernment’s desire to shore
up ties with India’s major
oil and gas suppliers
amidst a possible energy
crisis, as well as emphasise
a more balanced approach
towards the region during
the war.

In a statement, the Sau-
di Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said that the talks bet-

ween the Saudi Foreign
Minister and Mr. Doval had
reviewed areas of India-
Saudi cooperation, “along-
side a discussion of the lat-
est developments in the re-
gional situation and an

exchange of viewpoints re-
garding 1t”.




Iran undecided on talks;

Trump to keep blockade

Tehran condemns U.S. attack on an Iran-flagged vessel in the Gulf of Oman, says it will make

‘necessary decisions about the future path with careful consideration of its national interests’

Stanly Johny

ehran said on Mon-
T day it had yet to de-
cide on joining a

new round of peace talks
with the United States in
Pakistan, citing “bad faith”
ard—historical mistrust”,
while U.S. President Do-
nald Trump said the naval
blockade imposed on Iran
would remain in place “un-
til a deal is reached”.

“So far we have not
made any decision regard-
ing the next round of
talks... Iran will make the
necessary decisions about
the future path with care-
ful consideration of its na-
tional interests,” Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Es-
maeil Baqaei said in Teh-
ran, according to Tasnim
News Agency.

“From the early days of
the ceasefire, we were

Even after an understand-
ing was reached, Iran en-
countered “maritime ac-
tions” in the Strait of
Hormuz, he added, refer-
ring to a U.S. attack on an
Iran-flagged vessel in the

Trouble at sea¢ The Iranian container ship Touska was reportedly
attacked by the U.S. Navy on Sunday night. REUTERS

Gulf of Oman on Sunday.

In an interview with The
New York Post, Mr. Trump
downplayed Iran’s com-

he said, adding that Vice-
President J.D. Vance, Spe-
cial Envoy Steve Witkoff,
and Jared Kushner, the Pre-
sident’s son-in-law, would
take part in talks.

Later in the day, Mr.
Trump left a series of social
media posts claiming that
he was winning the war
and that the deal his admi-
nistration was seeking was
“better” than the 2015 nu-
clear agreement reached
between Tehran, Obama
administration, and other
world powers.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14



Iran undecided on talks;
U.S. to keep blockade

“The deal that we are making with Iran will be far
better than the JCPOA.” he wrote in another post,
referring to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion. “If a deal happens under Trump, it will gua-

] Is-
rael and the Middle East, but for Europe, America,
and everywhere else.”

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian said the
U.S. was seeking the country’s surrender and that
[ran would never submit to iorce. “Deep historical
mistrust in Iran toward U.S. gov conduct remains,
while unconstructive and contradictory signals
from American officials carry a bitter message;
they seek Iran’s surrender. Iranians do not submit
to force,” the President said in a statement.

Last week, Iran said it would reopen the Strait
of Hormuz for commercial vessels, after Mr.
Trump announced a 10-day ceasefire in Lebanon.
Mr. Trump“thanked” Iran for the move, but ad-
ded that a U.S. blockade of Iranian ports would
stay in_place until both sides reach a deal. Iran
then took a U-turn from its previous announce-
ment and reasserted its control over the critical
waterway. On Saturday, the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps fired at two tankers, preventing them

from crossing the Strait of Hormuz, following

which Mr. Trump renewed his threat of hitting
fan's cllian ol

“The U.S. Navy attacked the Iranian container
ship Touskg on gi;iaaz pightsubsequentlv aking




THE PORTS & PIPELINES PUSH

In bid to bypass Hormuz
chokepoint, Gulf countries

scramble to ramp up infra

West Asian states
with strained ties
find common
cause to de-risk

economies, global
SUEEIX chains

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, April 20

WITH TEHRAN weaponising
the Strait of Hormuz and jeop-
ardising global oil and gas
flows, countries in the Gulfres
gion led by the United Arab

Thelran-Israel/ US conflict
has seen an unprecedented

haltinmartmetafficthrough

the Strait—a narrow waterway
between Iran and Oman—

thrOLléE which about one-fifth
u_

ral gas (LNG) [lows.
The West Asia war gives rea-

TURKEY

Iraq-Turkey
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Pipeline*
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Major WestAsiaoil pipelines
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*OPERATING AT MARGINAL CAPACITY

THE WORLD racei6

UNCERTAINTY
LOOMS OVER FATE
OF U.S.-IRAN TALKS

son enough for the Gulf states
to collaborate and coordinate
for revitalising old pipelines

and building new ones. Ac-
cording to reports from the re-
gion, early efforts may already
be underway to dojust that.
“Thave spent the past month
indiscussions with hundreds of
business leaders and senior
Gulf government officials on
the crisis and what comes after
it. The conversation has already
shifted—from managing the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Hormuz

cial Times.

“The crisis is doing what
years of summitry could not—
creating the conditions for
genuine intraregional economic
integration. States whose ties
were strained only weeks ago
arenow finding common cause.
Rerouting essential commerce
away from a single chokepoint
de-risks not only the economies
of the region but global supply
chains,” Jafar wrote.

“Looking ahead, several
pipeline options could be ex-
panded, reactivated, or newly
constructed to further reduce
reliance on the Strait of Hor-

Grabenwdoger, senior oilanalyst
atcommodity marketanalytics
firm Kpler, told The Indian Ex-
press.

Even..as' numerous oil

the Red Sea port of Yanbu, and
UAE’s Abu Dhabi Crude Oil
Pipeline (ADCOP) thatconnects
the Habshan oil field to the port
of Fujairah in the Gulf of Oman.

While the volumes that can
be moved through these pipe-
lines are much lower than what
Saudi Arabia and UAE usually
export through the Hormuz,
they have exhibited the poten-
tial of pipelines as a tool to re-
duce dependence on the Strait.

Thisrealisation could lead to
a tectonic shift in how energy
flows from West Asia. According
to experts and analysts, the war
has jolted other West Asian
powersintorecognising theim-
portance of building massive in-
frastructure like pipelinesto by-
pass the Strait of Hormuz. Such
infrastructure build-up—which
could include building new
pipelines, expanding capacities
of existing pipelinesystems, and
reviving discarded or moth-
balled pipelines — would take
years, huge investments, and a
great degree of cooperationbe-
tween the Gulf states. But with
Iran having tasted blood by dis-
rupting the Strait of Hormuz, it
is likely that more pipeline and
portinfrastructurewill be come
upinWestAsia todivert exports
through alternative routes like
Gulf of Omans Red Sea, and
Mediterranean Sea.

It's not like West Asia didn’t

reasons remain the political

of the pipelines crossing state

another,” Naji Abi-Aad, senior
advisor on energy studiesat Gulf
Research Center wrote in an
analysis.

The pipeline options
“The most feasible measures
would likely include capacity

oil analyst Grabenwdger. “In-
creasing throughput on the
Iraq-Turkey pipeline (Kirkukto
Ceyhan) could also enable

Thelatter—linking Iraq toSaudi
Arabiaand onward to Yanbuon
the Red'Sea—has been out of
service since the early 1990sand
would require significant tech-
nical refurbishment and politi-
cal coordination torestart. If re-
activated, however, it could
provide asubstantial alternative
export route that avoids the
Strait entirely.”

Abu Dhabi-based energy
analyst Natalia Katona said con-
necting the oil production in
Iraq’s Basra to Kirkuk and then
onward to Ceyhan in Turkey
makesa “lot of sense on paper”.

“The infrastructure partly
exists, but expanding and stabil-
isingitwould take time, money,
and a much more predictable
security environment. That
said, Iraq probably has the most
pressure to act—limited storage,
limited refining, and a heavy re-
liance on continuous exports...,”
Katona said.

Apart from the Trans-Ara-
bian Pipeline and IPSA, other
major defunct or inactive West
Asian oil pipeline systems in-
clude a pipeline that connected
Kirkuk in Iraq with the Syrian
port of Baniyas and the Iraqg-

Syria-Lebanon pipeline. Most of
such pipelines have effectively
been shut due to wars and politi-
cal tensions, although talks of
reviving them do surface from
timeto time. “For countries like
Kuwait, Qatar, and Bahrain,
geography really works against
them. They don’thavemany vi-
able pipeline alternatives, so in
the short to'medium term it’s
more about building up storage
and managingrisk rather than
rerouting flows entirely. In
terms of timing, UAE probably
has the most flexibility to move
relatively quickly onincremen-
tal projects. But the real struc-
tural pressureison Iraqand the
smaller Gulf countries—they
are the most exposed and have
the fewest fallback options,” Ka-
tona said.

But the current limitations

expanding those emergency
conduits further. Kuwait would
doubtless join forces with the
Saudis to build its own bypass
pipeline. Iraq would struggle
with the expense, but it has
everyincentive torebuildits old
strategic pipeline thatletitmove
oil from the south to the Medi-
terranean via Turkey,” Javier
Blas, energy and commodity
columnist at Bloomberg wrote
inarecent column.




FATE OF IRAN PEACE TALKS UNCERTAIN AS CEASEFIRE DEADLINE APPROACHES; US MARINES SEIZE IRANIAN CARGO SHIP

Trump: We'll have nuke deal with Tehran;
Iran does not submit to force: Pezeshkian

Reuters
Beijing, London, April 20

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump
said on Monday that he be-
lieved a nuclear deal the US is
negotiating with Iran will be
better than the international
agreement agreed to in 2015 to
curb Tehran's nuclear program.
“The DEAL that we are
making with Iran will be
FARBETTER thanthe JCPOA,
commonly referred to as The
Iran Nuclear Deal,” Trump
wrote in asocial media post.
Iran, on its part, was con-
sidering attending peace talks
with the US in Pakistan, a sen-
ior Iranian official told Reuters
on Monday, following moves
by Islamabad toend aUS block-
ade of Iran's ports. However,
the official stressed that no
decision had been made.
Iran's President Masoud Pe-
zeshkiansaid that “unconstruc-
tive & contradictory signals
from American officials carry a
bitter message; they seek Iran's
surrender.”"Headded onX: “Ira-
nians do not submit to force.”
Addingtothe uncertainty,a
source told Reuters that Vice
President JD Vance was stillin
the US, denying reportsthat he

Aview of Iranian-flagged cargo ship M/V Touskaas the US Navy Arleigh Burke-class Aegis guided missile
destroyer USS Spruance conducts its interceptioninnorth Arabian Sea on Monday. CENTCOM/REUTERS

was already on his way to Isla-
mabad for talks.

With a two-week ceasefire
setto expire this week, the sen-
ior Iranian official said Tehran
was “positively reviewing” its
participation but no finaldeci-
sion had been made. The Ira-
nian official said mediatorPak-
istan was making positive
efforts to end the US blockade
and enstire Iran's participation.

The US military said it had
fired onan Iranian-flagged cargo
shipheadedtowardsIran'sBan-
darAbbas port on Sunday after
asix-hourstandoff, disablingits

engines. US@entral Command
releasedvideoshowing Marines
descending by ropes from heli-
coptersonto the vessel.

Thevessel is likely to have
been carryingwhat Washington
deemsdual-useitemsthatcould
beused by the military, maritime
security sourcessaid on Monday.

Iran's military said the ship
had been travelling from China
andaccused theUS of “armed pi-
racy”, according to state media.
Theysaid they werereadytocon-
front US forces over the “blatant
aggression”, but were con-
strained by the presence of crew
members' families on board.

A source said Pakistan's
army chief Asim Munir had

told Trump the blockade was
an obstacle to talks, and that
the USPresidenthad promised
toconsider ending it.

The US was hoping to start
negotiations in Pakistan shortly
before the ceasefire expires,
withsweeping security prepara-
tions under way in Islamabad.

Trump announced the two-
week ceasefire with Iran on
April 7, and has not specified
when precisely itends. A Pakis-
tanisource involved in the talks
said it would expire midnight
GMT or3.30amon Thursdayin
Iran. The US has maintained its
blockade of Iranian ports.

Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping called for normal pas-
sage of ships through the Strait
of Hormuztobe maintained, in
a phone call on Monday with
Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman.

China is the main buyer of
Iranian crude. Iran has largely
closed the strait to ships other
than its own since the US and
Israel launched the war in Feb-
ruary, while Washington has

imposed a blockade of Iranian
ships since last week.

Chinaadvocates animmedi-
ate and comprehensive cease-
fire, and insists on resolving
conflicts in West Asia through
political and diplomatic chan-
nels, state news agency Xinhua
cited Xiassaying. “The Strait of
Hormuzshould remain opento
normal passage, as this serves
the common interests of re-
gional countries and the inter-
national community,” he told
the Saudi leader.

The Chinese Foreign Minis-
try expressed concerns over the
“forced interception” by the US
of the Iranian ship, while urging
relevant sides to abide by the
ceasefire agreement. REUTERS

Israel-Lebanon talks in US

Imnay resume on KIZI’II 23

Washington: Israeli and Leba-
nese representatives will hold
talks in Washington on Thurs-
day, aUSState Department spo-
kesperson and an Israeli source
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity told Reuterson Monday.

The US will host the second
roundofambassador-level talks
betweenthetwocountriesatthe
Department of State, the State
Departmentspokespersonsaid.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio hosted the first round of
talks between Israeli ambassa-
dorto the US Yechiel Leiter and
Lebanon'sambassador to Wash-
ington Nada Moawad - the first
direct talks between Israel and
Lebanonindecades-on April 14.

“Wewill continuetofacilitate
direct, good-faith discussions
betweentwogovernments,” the
spokespersonsaid.  REUTERS
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President Droupadi Murmu and PM Narendra Modi with South Korea

‘Chips to ships’: India
and South Korea target
$50 bntrade bv 2030

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, April 20

AS PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi met visiting South Korean
President Lee Jae Myung on
Monday, the two sides decided

get was to IS

The two sides signed pacts
to strengthen cooperation
across various areas — Artificial
Intelligence, sma and
medium enterprises (SMEs),
sports and culture. They also
agreed on a joint strategic

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




India and South Korea

and a comprehensive frame-
work for partnership in ship-

buildingI shiggigg & maritime

“Today, with President Lee's
visit, we are going to transform
this trusted partnership into a
futuristic partnership. We will
realise new opportunities for co-
operation in every field, from
chipstoships, talent to technol-
ogy, environmenttoenergy,and
together we will ensure the
progress and prosperity of both
countries,” Modi said after the
bilateral meeting.

Referring to the warsin West
Asia and Europe, he said: “In
this era of global tension, India
and Korea together send a mess-
age of peace and stability. We are

joint efforts, we will continueto
contribute to a peaceful,pro-
gressive and inclusive Indo-
Pacific.”

Lee said: “Considering the
current situation in the Middle
East, we will sustain cooper-
ation for'supply stability of
energy.resources and key com-
modities... we agreed to speed
up the negotiations to upgrade
our CEPA to create more favour-
able trade and investment con-
ditions.”

“We agreed to maintain
close collaboration in address-
ing regional peace and interna-
tional issues. Prime Minister
Modiand Iexchanged ourviews
on the recent events unfolding
in the Middle East, and agreed
that restoring stability and
peace...is crucial to global secur-
ity and the economy,” he said.

“Bilateral trade between
Indiaand Korea hasreached $27
billiontoday. We have taken sev-
eral important decisions today
to increase this to $50 billion by
2030,” Modi said, referringtothe

jointdeclaration on resumption
of talks to upgrade the CEPA.
India and South Korea’s
CEPA, in force since 2010, hasin-
creased bilateral trade from US$
14.2 billion at the time of its im-
plementation to US$ 26.89 bil-
lion in 2024-25. Of this, India’s
imports from South Korea ac-
count for about US$ 21 billion,
while exportsstand atabout US$
5.8 billion. “To facilitate finan-
cial flows between the two coun-
tries, we have launched the
India-Korea Financial Forum.
To strengthen business cooper-
ation, we have establishedan In-
dustrial Cooperation Commit-
tee. To enhance cogperation in
critical technologies and supply
chains, we are_initiating an
Economic Security Dialogue,”
Modi said: “To facilitate the
entry-of Korean companies, es-
peciallySMESs, into India, we will
also establish a Korean Indus-
trial Township. And within the
next year, we will upgrade the
India-Korea Trade Agreement.”

wearclaunchinghelndia

Korea Digital Bridge to deepen

ersﬁi’ Sin Al serniconﬁuc—

tors, and information technol-

ogy. we are signing MoUS 1n
Modi said.

Lee said they would start a
Mumbai Korea Centre as a per-
manent K-pop performance hall
and international hub of K-cul-
ture. Modi said: “Through col-
laboration in the culture and
creative industries, we will also
break new ground in film, ani-
mation and gaming... Today, K-
pop and K-dramas are becom-
ing increasingly popular in
India. Similarly, recognition of
Indian cinema and culture is
growing in Korea. We are de-
lighted that President Lee him-
selfisafanofIndiancinema. To
strengthen this cultural connec-
tion, we will organise the India-
Korea Friendship Festival in
2028,” Modi said.



Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, April 20

IN ONE of the first signs of the
adverse impact of the West Asia
war on Indian industries, the
output of the eight core indus-
triescontracted by 04% year-on-
year in March, the Ministry of
Commerce & Industry said on
Monday. Production of fertiliser
suffered the most, dropping
24.6% compared to the same
month last year.

basis, with the decline beingthe

output of the eight core indus-
tries had risen by 2.8%. In FY26

when production had fallen
64%. The 24.6% fall in fertiliser
outputin Marchis the largeston
record, with the US and Israel’s
War with Iran and the latter's
subsequent retaliation —in=
Tluding the closure of the Strait
ST Moz and artackson Cult
nations — having led to
higher energy prices'and dis-
rupuonsin tﬁe supply ofkey in-
puts forthe petrochemicalssec:
tor. Data released Tast week
showed the wholesale price of
ammonia gas in India jumped
22% in March from February —
the'highest month-on-month
inerease as per data going back
till 2012. Ammonia is used to
make fertilisers.

The rise in the price of ferti-
liser due to the war has forced

the government to increase its
outlay tosubsidiseit.

arlier this month, the

*Worstmonthforcoreindustriessince Aug 2024
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Union Cabinet approved a 12%

-sithdbietodemmeldy
Increase In this seasons nu-
trient-based subsidy for kharif

ps toRs 41,534 crore, with the

overnment looking to shield
Eamlers fromglobal rise in prices

CIOJ

such that they can continue to
getaS0-kg bag of diammonium

phosphate, or DAP, for Rs 1,350.
“TatTier, in March, the linance
ministry had sought Parliament
approval tospend an additional
Rs 19,230 crore for fertiliser sub-
sidies in 2025-26. The Union
Budget for FY27 revised up-
wards the fertiliser subsidy allo-

cationtoRs 1.86 lakh crore from
Rs1.681akh crore in 2025-26.

Of the eight core industries,
half'saw their production fall in
March compared to a year ago.
While production of fertilisers
fellalmost 25%, crude oil output
was down 5.7% — the seventh
monthinarowitwaslowerona
y-0-y basis.

Coal production fell 4%,
maKing it the first monthly fall
onay-o-y basis in five months.

Moreover, this is the first

timethatIndia’scoaloutputhas
fallen on a y-o-y basis in March,

OUTPUT OF INDIA’S EIGHT CORE INDUSTRIES ROSE 2.6% IN FY26, LOWEST IN FIVE YEARS

War impact: Core industries’
output dropped 0.4% inMarch

according to data going back till
April 2012. An explanation for
this would be the higher than
usual rains during the montn,
whichwould impact mini -
tivity. Accordingtodatafromthe
ment, Marchsawthe countryas
a whole experience 14% more
rainfall than normal.

e higher-than-normal
rains also cooled temperatures
and reduced power demand,
leading to lower production of
electricity inMarch, withitsout-
put down 0.5% compared to a
year ago. Of the four industries
that posted a rise in output in
March, petroleum refinery prod-
ucts posted a minor year-on-
year increase of 0.1%. Steel and
cement output rose 2.2% and
4%, respectively. However, the
production of natural gassurged
6.4%, the most in 22 months.
This is the first time since June
2024 thatIndia’s natural gas pro-
duction has increased.

The weak performance of the
eight core mﬁus[riesw 1likely
hi; India’s overall industrial
growth in March, data forwhich
will be released by the statistics
ministry on April 28. The eight
coreindustries make uparound

o of the Index of Industrial
Production, which had in-
creased 5.2% in February.




