South’s seat share won’t

be cut, say PM and Shah

Amit Shah slams those_ he tells Lok Sabha seats of five southern States

will increase from 129 to 195 and reassures people of Tamil Nadu that their ‘power is increasing’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi and
Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah on Thursday
told the Lok Sabha that the
Bills to amend the wo-
men’s reservation law and
carry out a fresh delimita-
tion exercise will keep cur-
rent proportional repre-
sentation of southern

While the Prime Minis-
ter gave an assurance that

The debate followed the
introduction of three Bills:

QQ A narrative is

being spread

that representation of
southern States will

go down in the

4 Lok Sabha... their

strength will
in fact
goup
Union

Home
Minister

¥ 7
the Constitution “(31st
Amendment) Bill, 2026, to
enable implementation of
the women’s reservation
by the 2029 Lok Sabha
polls; the Delimitation Bill,
2026, to readjust parlia-
mentary and Assembly
constituencies through a
Delimitation Commission;

and the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill,

AMIT SHAH

Proposed figures

The table shows the estimated number of seats for southern
States as announcéed by Union Home Minister Amit Shah

2026, to extend the reser-
vation to the legislatures of
Delhi, Puducherry, and
Jammu & Kashmir.

Mr. Shah said that as the
Minister piloting the Bill,
he was placing this inter-
pretation before the House
officially. “I understand my
responsibility. Those who
are spreading misconcep-
tions perhaps do not un-

o New

R corvent [ Ghcumrent increase | Status(as

543 seats (approx.) 816 seats)
Ka;ataka A 28 5.15% 42 5.14%
Andhra-Pmdesh ’ 25 l 4.60% - 38 4.65%
Telangana 17 3.13% 26 3.18%
Tamil Nadu \ 39 7.18% 59 7.23%
_Kerala 20 3.68% | 30 3.67%
Total ‘ 129 l 23.76% [ 195 23.87%

derstand,” he said.

The Minister showed
how the representation of
the southern States would
not go down. The Lok Sab-
ha will have 816 seats after
the delimitation exercise.
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Stalin sets fire to a copy of the
Delimitation Bill at a protest in
Namakkal on Thursday. pPTi

Stalin burns
Delimitation
Bill copy as

TN. protests

The Hindu Bureau
NAMAKKAL

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin burnt a copy of
the Delimitation Bill in Na-
makkal as part of the State-
wide protest on Thursday.
The Chief Minister
urged people to hoist black
flags in every home and
public place on Thursday.
He hoisted a black flag at
Nallipalayam in Namakkal
and raised slogans that ‘“Ta-
mil Nadu will protest and
Tamil Nadu will win’.



South’s seat share won't
be cut, say PM and Shah

Several DMK MPs had worn black in Parliament on
Thursday to protest the delimitation move. ANi

He said that in a House of existing 543 members,
Karnataka has 28 seats, or 5.15% of MPs. After the
Bill is passed, Karnataka’s share will become 42,
and its percentage of seats in a Lok Sabha of 816
members will be 5.14%. Andhra Pradesh, with its
25 seats (4.60%), will have 38 MPs (4.65%). Like-
wise, Telangana’s 17 seats (3.13%) will become 26
(3.18%), Kerala’s 20 _seats (3.68%) will touch 30
(3.67%), and Tamil Nadu’s 39 seats (7.18%) will be-
come 59 (7.23%):

Noting that many MPs from Tamil Nadu have
come wearing black clothes, he reassured the pe-
ople of the State that “your power is not decreas-
Ing, it is increasing.”

He said the number of Lok Sabha seats in the
five southern States will go up from the existing
129 to 195, with the percentage share increasing
from 23.76% to 23.87%.

Participating in the debate, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra slammed the delimitation
and that “if the Constitution Amendment Bill is
passed in Parliament, democracy will be finished
in India”.
~ Former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister and Sa-
majwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, while ex-
pressing support for the women’s reservation law,
said it should be implemented only after the ongo-
ing Census is complete.

~ The Home Minister said he would give his de-
tailed reply in the Lok Sabha on Friday. “I will ex-
plain, provided they sit to listen and do not walk
out. I will explain it with such simplicity that even
a child in KG would understand,” Mr. Shah said.




The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Thursday
said the government in the
guise of implementing wo-
men’s reservation wanted
to slice and dice consti-
tuencies to ensure its victo-
ry in the next election, and
that this was an “open at-
tack” on democracy.
Participating in the de-
bate on the three Bills seek-
ing changes to the wo-
men’s quota law, and the
setting up of a Delimitation
Commission, Ms. Gandhi
alleged the first steps to-
wards weakening democ-
racy had been taken when
the government made the
media and the Election
Commission of India cap-
tive, and was now taking

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra

that assault a step further.
“If this Constitution
Amendment Bill is passed,
democracy will be finished
in India,” she said.
Questioning the govern-
ment’s intent, the Con-
gress MP asked why 33%
reservation for women
could not be implemented
immediately on the exist-

ing strength of 543 Lok
Sabha seats. Instead, she
noted, the Bill proposed in-
creasing the strength of the
House to up to 850 mem-
bers after delimitation, to
be carried out on the basis
of the 2011 Census. She al-
so alleged that the govern-
ment was not waiting for
Census 2027 because it did
not want to account for the
caste count that would for
the first time provide data
on the strength of all caste
groups. “This Bill is aimed
at snatching the rights of
OBCs__[Other Backward
Class],” Ms. Gandhi said.
She alleged that the pro-
posed Delimitation Com-
mission would give three
members the power to de-
cide the fate of States and
their parliamentary
representation.

or altering electoral process’

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The . Trinamool Congress
on Thursday said amend-
ments being brought in for
implementing the wo-
men’s reservation Act were
actually a “disguise” for al-
tering the electoral process
of the country and bring-
ing in delimitation of
constituencies.

because Trinamool Con-
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Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar

gress supremo Mamata Ba-
nerjee had given more
than 33% of seats to wo-
men whenever there had
been an electoral contest.
She questioned why the
government had suddenly
brought the Bill. “Our lead-
er Ms. Banerjee had de-
manded 28 years ago in
this very House that wo-

men’s quota be enacted.
The Budget session began
on January 28 and if this
was so important for you,
then why wasn’t this law
brought in before”.

Ms. Ghosh Dastidar said
her party had demanded a
special session during Pa-
halgam as well as Opera-
tion Sindoor, but it was not
done and what was so im-
portant about the law that
it had to be brought in the
middle of ongoing spate of
polls. “Women’s reserva-
tion is a disguise to alter
election process and harm
democracy,” she added.

She also expressed ap-
prehensionss that the pro-
posed delimitation com-
mission would be
“authoritarian just like the
Election Commission of
India”.



Privanka, Akhilesh lead Opp
charge: Using women quota to

change poll map,ignore OBCs

DivyaA, Asad Rehman,
Nikhil Ghanekar

& Anonna Dutt

New Delhi, April16

MOUNTING A scathing attack
on the government over. its
decisiontobring the Billstothe
House in the middle of Assem-
bly elections, leaders of Opposi-
tion parties Thursday accused

the BJP of using the plank of
reservation of seats forwomen
mhmw | k ol ll
advantage.

The Constitution glslst
Amendmen Billtoamendthe

-

Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra speaks in Lok Sabha. p1i

i 1Vi-
sion of votes demanded b
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Opp charge

the Opposition.

Opposition leaders, includ-
ing Congress MPs Priyanka Gan-
dhi Vadra and Gaurav Gogoi and
SP MP Akhilesh Yadav, led the
Opposition onslaught, question-
ing the true intentions of the
government and the timing of
the Bills.

While reiterating their sup-
port for reservation of seats for

ideology,” she said.
Akhilesh Yadav accused the

BJP of “trying to make nari
(women) into a nara (slogan)”
and demanded that other back-
ward classes (OBC) and Muslim
women be given reservation
under the provisions of the
women’s quota law.

Alleging a “silence” by the
BJP on OBC women, he said: “...
The rush (toget the Bills passed)
is because they (the BJP) don’t

want to make any reservation
based on the caste census. We

women in Parliament and As-

will not accept it until it is imple-

semblies, Opposition leaders
asked why the delimitation pro-
cess could notbe done based on
freshdataofthe 2026-27 Census.

Vadraand Yadavaccused the
government of undermining
reservation by not finishing the
caste Census priorto the delimi-
tation process.

Speaking on the Bills, Vadra
pointedly responded to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s ad-
dress, saying that the legislation
had nothing to do with women.
Shealleged the move raised seri-
ous concerns about representa-
tion and fairness.

Countering the Prime Min-
ister’s claimof a30-yeardelayin
implementing women.quota in
Parliament, she drew attention
to the 1928 Motilal Nehru report
listing 19 fundamental rights, in-
cludingequaltightsforwomen.
She said that while the Prime
Minister claims he does not
want eredit, women cannot be
misléd. “Baar baar behkaane
wale purushon ko mahilaayein
jhat se pehchan leti hain
(women can quickly identify
men who repeatedly mislead),”
she said.

“The Prime Minister’s re-
marks today suggested that the
BJP have been the champions,
proponents, and biggest sup-
porters of women’s reservation.
This was the theme throughout
his speech, even while claiming
hedidn'twantany credit forit...
A few years after reading Rahul
Gandbhi's letter in 2023, finally,
when the government of re-
spected Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi unanimously
passed this Act in 2023, the In-
dian National Congress fully
supported it, in keeping with its

mented properly. If we count
that OBCs are 66%, then OBC
women will be 33%. They don't
want to give rights to OBC
women.”

“We are forwomen’sreserva-
tion, but we are against the BJP’s
trickery,” Yadavsaid, adding that
he agreed with Gongress MP
Gaurav Gogoi's remark that the
BJP, through delimitation, was
seeking tochange the “electoral
map ofthéeountry”.

Gogoft, who initiated the de-
bate onbehalfofthe Opposition,
said, “We support women’s res-
ervation in the current strength
of House of 543. But you do
politics in everything - you do
symbolism. This is a backdoor
Bill for delimitation, not
women'’s reservation. You have

K C Venugopal of the Con-
gressaccused the government of
delaying implementation of the
women’s quota law. “The entire
Opposition is giving a blank
cheque to the government: im-
plement the reservation as per
the 2023 law, as per existing
strength of the Parliament. Who
isopposingit?Itisvery clearthat
the government is trying to
delay it,” he said.

TMC's Kakoli Ghosh Dasti-
dar said that if the government
was serious about the issue, it
would have introduced the Bill
during the Budget session and
notinthe middle of ongoing As-
sembly elections.

“We are doubting their pur-
pose and intent for doing thisin
the middle of elections...
women'’s reservation is a dis-
guise to alter the election process
and harm democracy,” she said.




Census 2027 gets under way,

door-to-door survey up next

Exercise scheduled to contin

ntil Mav 15: firs

hase focuses on gath:

on housin

conditions and access to basic amenities; each enumerator to be paid 25000 in two instalments

Suruchi Kumari
NEW DELHI

he first phase of
T Census 2027 kicked

off on Thursday in
the New Delhi district un-
der New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) and Delhi
Cantonment, with enum-
erators fanning out across
571 blocks to digitally map
and geotag households
ahead of a month-long
door-to-door survey.

after which enumerators

The first phase, involv-
ing house-listing and hous-
ing census, focuses on
gathering detailed data on

Enumerators, all government sc

hool teachers, collecting data for

Census 2027 in New Delhi on Thursday. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

housing conditions, house-
hold composition, and ac-
cess to basic amenities.
The second phase, which
will include caste enumer-
ation, is scheduled for Fe-
bruary 2027. The question-
naire for that phase is yet
to be notified.

under the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD),
the self-enumeration facili-
ty will open from May 1
while the house-listing ex-
ercise will be conducted

from May 16.

As many as 571 enumer-
ators, all government
school teachers, have been
assigned one block each,
covering roughly 180 to
200 houses and an esti-
mated population of 700 to
800 people. “We first map
houses, roads and sur-
roundings on paper, then
geo-reference them on the
app. After visiting each
household, we assign num-
bers and verify those alrea-
dy assigned with the digital
map,” said an enumerator
in Chanakyapuri.

Verification remains a key
step before the door-to-
door survey begins.



Electors cleared by tribunals

till April 21 and 27 can vote: SC

Invoking extraordinary powers under Article 142, the CJI-led Bench issues directions to EC to

publish a ‘supplementary revised electoral roll' ahead of both phases of polling in West Bengal

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Thas declared that
electors, who were

purged from the voter list
during the West Bengal spe-
cial intensive revision, but

The order by a Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant spelt a

The court, issuing direc-
tions in-exercise of its ex-
traordinary constitutional
powers under Article 142,
ordered the Election Com-

Members of Votadhikar Raksha Mancha staging a protest

demanding veting rights for deleted voters in Kolkata. PTi

mission to publish a “sup-
plementary revised electo-
ral roll” containing the
names of those who won
their appeals by April 21,
ahead of the first phase of
polling in the State on April
23, or by April 27, prior to
the second phase on April
29.

“Wherever the Appellate
Tribunals are able to decide

the appeals by April 21 or
April 27, as the case may be,
such appellate orders shall
be given effect to by issuing
a supplementary revised
electoral roll, and all neces-
sary consequences with
respect to the right to vote
shall follow. However, it
goes without saying that the
mere pendency of appeals
preferred by excluded per-

sons before the Appellate
Tribunals shall not entitle
them to exercise their right
to vote,” the court ordered.
However, those whose
appeals remain pending be-
fore the tribunals would
not be allowed to vote. The
order is dated April 13, but
published on April 16.

On April 13, the court
el T e ey
c_

toral roll an to vote In

QUES.OWD CoUNLIy Was Dot
only constitutional but sen-
timental. It had referred to
thousands of voters exclud-
ed for “logical discrepan-
cies” and lined up for ap-
peal hearings in West
Bengal barely a few days
ahead of the Assembly
election.

SC OFFERS FRESH HOPETO
EXCLUDED VOTERS

» PAGE 14



‘TEHRAN HAS AGREED TO GIVE UP ENRICHED URANIUM’

[ran has pledged not to have nukes;

may visit Pak if deal ready: Trump

Says if deal with
Iran happens, ‘oil
goes way down...

youwon’t havea
nuclear holocaust’

Reuters
Washington, April 16

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
said on Thursday thatifadeal
with Iran to congludethe war is
reached and signedin Islama-
bad, he might go, and that Iran
Tas agreed tQ almost every-
ﬂfng.]if ddeal is signed in Is-

ol

US President Donald Trump at
the White House, Thursday. a»
ISRAEL, LEBANON AGREETO
TRUCE: TRUMP, PAGE 16

lamabad I may go,” Trump said.
“They want me.

Trump struck an optimistic
tone about Iran as he spoke with
reporters on the White House

Happening
today

®FRENCHPRESIDENT
Emmanuel Macron and British
PM Keir Starmer will co-host a
meeting todiscuss aplanto
secure the Strait of Hormuz.

TRACK THIS AND MOREON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

lawn on his way to a trip to Ne-
vada and Arizona. He said he
could extend a US-Iran cease-
fire set to expire next week,

‘but may not need to do so.
»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2



Trump onlIrandeal

“We’re going to see what
happens. But I think we're very
close to making a deal with
Iran,” he said, adding: “I think
we have a chance. And if that
happens, oil goes way down,
prices go way down, inflation
goes way down, and... much

more importantly than even
that, you won't have a nuclear
holocaust.”

“We have a very good rela-
tionship with Iran right now; as
hard as it is to believe,” Tramp
said. “AndIthinkit'sa combina-

than 20 years. “We have a state-
ment, a very powerful state-
ment, that they will not have,
beyond 20 vears, that they will
not have nuclearweapons,” he
said.

Iran’s ‘nuclear ambitions
were@-sticking point at last
weekend’s talks. The US pro-
posed a 20-year suspension
‘of all nuclear activity by Iran,
while Tehran suggested a halt of
three to five years.

Washington has pressed for
any highly enriched uranium

tion of about fourweeks of
bombing, and.a very powerful
blockade.”

He also said, without provid-
ing evidence, that Iran has
agreed to ) give up the enriched
uranium believed buried from
US-Israeli airstrikes last year.

The US President claimed
that Tehran has offered to not
have nuclear weapons for more

(HEU)toberemoved from Iran.
Tehran has demanded that in-
ternational sanctions against it
De lifted.

Two Iranian sources said
there were signs of a compro-
mise emerging on the HEU
stockpile, with Tehran consider-
ing shipping part, but not all, of
it out of the country — some-
thingithad previously ruled out.




Pak.’s Munir meets Iran’s Ghalibaf:

Sharif visits Qatar in four-day tour

akistan is acting as a mediator, with Gen. Munir ‘delivering a message’ from United States, says media; while White House

indicates the next round of talks will ‘very likely’ return to Islamabad, Pak. Foreign Ministry says no date has yet been set

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN/DOHA

akistan’s army
Pchief met Iran’s
Parliament Speak-

er on Thursday, Iranian
state television said, after
Pakistani mediators tra-
velled to Iran to press ef-
forts to end the war with
the United States and
Israel.

After more than five
weeks of war that saw the
killing of Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei and top se-
curity official Ali Larijni,

Close ties: Mohammad Bagher'Ghalibaf, right, shaking hands with
Gen. Asim Munir beforé'their meeting in Tehran. AFp

Mr. Ghalibaf is widely seen
as Iran’s top negotiator,
and he travelled last wee-
kend to Pakistan for a first
round of talks with the Un-
ited States.

There were no further
details on the contents of
the latest meeting, which
came a day after Gen. Mu-

nir arrived in Tehran with
his delegation, bringing
what Iranian state televi-
sion described as a mes-
sage from the United
States.

The first round of talks
in Islamabad ended with-
out any breakthrough, but
White House Press Secre-

tary Karoline Leavitt told
presspersons on Wednes-
day that further talks
“would very likely” be in
Islamabad.

Al Thani “the latest region-
al and international deve-
lopments, particularly in
the Middle East”.

ing the maintenance of
smooth flow of energy sup-
ply chains”.

The Pakistani premier
was later due in Turkiye,

Pakistani Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Tahir An-
drabi said no date had
been set for the next round

of talks. the last stop in a four-day
Meanwhile, Pakistan’s tour.

Prime Minister met Qatar’s Qatar, which shares the

ruler on Thursday. maSsive sSou ars _gas

Shehbaz Sharif’s office eld with Iran, is one of the
said the premier had dis- leading producers of LNG
cussed with Qatar’s Emir <afong with the U.S., Austra-
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 1a and Russia.




Govt. on ‘wait and watch’ mode

as U.S. declines to extend waivers

on Russia, Iran crude purchases

Saptaparno Ghosh
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

A day after the US. de-
clined to extend the dura-
tion of waivers for procure-
ment of Russian and
Iranian crude, officials

with knowledge of the de-
velopment informed that
the Centre was in a “wait

The U.S. Department of

The waiver on purchase
of Russian oil, which also
included from sanctioned
entities, expired on April

Scott Bessent

11, while the waiver on Ira-
nian oil stranded at sea is
set to.expire on April 19.

The official told The Hin-
du that procuring energy
from sanctioned entities of
the two countries had be-
come virtually impossible
for private refiners in In-
dia. He added that Indian
oil companies were seek-
ing out companies that had

not been sanctioned alth-
ough-they.may not fill the

shortfall in energy
demand.
‘Actively diversifying’

As a result, the official said
the government was ac-
tively diversifying energy
purchases from more
countries, including Afri-
ca, South America, and in-
creasingly from the U.S.
itself.

In fact, on Wednesda

In a social media post,
the Ambassador to India

mentioned, “Expanding
access to reliable American
energy will further deepen
our economic ties and sup-
port long-term energy se-
curity and diversity for
both nations.”



‘Tran used Chinese spy satellite to target US bases’; Beijing denies report

FT cites leaked
Iranian papers
onsatellite use

Reuters
Aprill6

The" -01B satellite, built
and launched by Chinese com-
pany Earth Eye Co, wasacquired
by the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps’ Aerospace Force
after itwas launched into space
from China, the report said, cit-
ing leaked Iranian military
documents. Iranian military
commanders directed the sat-
ellite to monitor major US mili-
tary sites, the newspaper said,
citing time-stamped coordi-

nate lists, satelliteimagery and
orbital analysis. The images
weretaken in March beforeand
after drone and missile strikes
on those locations, the Finan-
cial Times said.

TheChinese foreign minis-
tryon Wednesday denied there-

port, ealling it untrue.

“Recently, some forces have
beenkeenon fabricating rumors
and maliciously associating
them to China," the ministry
said ina statement to Reuters.
“China firmly opposes this kind
of practicedrivenby ulterior mo-
tives,” read the statement.
Reuters could not verify report.

The White House, CIA and
the Pentagondid notrespondto
Reuters' requests for comment.
Earth Eye Co and Emposat also
did notimmediately respond to
Reuters queries.

The report said the White

When asked about the

matter, the Chinese embassy in
Washingtontold the newspaper:
“We firmly oppose relevant
parties spreading speculative
and insinuative disinformation

against China.”

The satellite captured
images of Prince Sultan Air Base
in Saudi Arabia on March 13,14
and15, thereportsaid. On March
14, Trump confirmed US planes
atthe base had been hit.

According to the report, the
satellite also monitored the Mu-
waffaq Salti Air Base in Jordan
and locations close to the U.S.
Fifth Fleet naval base in Ma-
nama, Bahrain, and Erbil air-
port, Iraq, around the time of
IRGC-claimed attacks on facil-
itiesin those areas.



1IUmp announces
ceasefire between

|.ebanon and Israel

Stanly Johny

U.S. President Donald

Trump on Thursday an-

“Ijust had excellent con-
versations with the Highly
Respected President Jo-
seph Aoun, of Lebanon,
and Prime Minister Bibi
Netanyahu, of Israel. These
two Leaders have agreed

Trump wrote in a social
media post.

The ceasefire, if comes
into effect, could streng-
then the two-week U.S.-
Iran ceasefire that was an-
nounced on April 8. Ex-

tending the truce to
Lebanon has been one of
the key demands of Iran.
When Mr. Trump an-
nounced the Iran truce, Is-

Smoke rises from Kfar Tibnit,
a Lebanese village attacked
by Israel, on Thursday. AFp

rael said Lebanon was not
part of it and stepped up
strikes on the country.

Mr. Trump said the cea-
sefire would include Iran-
backed Hezbollah. “Today
they’re going to be having
a ceasefire, and that’ll in-
clude Hezbollah,” Mr.
Trump told presspersons
at the White House.

CONTINUED ON
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LIump announces

Lebanon-Israel ceasefire

Mr. Netanvahu said that the 10-day ceasefire with

kebanon offered an opportunity for 3 _historic

L

he disarmament of mili I Hezbollah re-
mained a precondition.

“We have an opportunity to make a historic

: . Bl "

Reaceagreement with Lebanon” he saidip atel
vised speech, adding that Israel will maintain a 10-

km “security zone” along the border in southern
Lebanon.

Hezbollah lawmaker Ibrahim al-Moussawi told
A i ils CDAHESe OSTOUD W (1 |ESDE -
ofire | ‘l.,,nn'u.,,y on

“We in Hezbollah will cautlously adhere to the
ceasefire on the condition that it is a comprehen-
sive halt to hostilities against us and that Israel not
use it to carry.out any assassinations,” he said.

“We express-thanks to Iran for having applied
pressure.in Lebanon’s favour,” he said, adding
that “the. ceasefire would not have happened
without Iran considering the ceasefire as equal to
closing the Strait of Hormuz,” he added.

Mr. Trump also said on Thursday that Iran has
agreed to hand over its store of enriched uranium
and that the two sides were “close” to a peace deal
ending six weeks of conflict.

The latest phase of the war between Israel and
Hezbollah, a Lebanese Shia militant group and
political party, began on March 2, two days after
the U.S. and Israel launched the Iran war. Israel
has carried out widespread strikes on Beirut and
invaded southern Lebanon.



Cuba is Teady’ for possible
U.S. attack, says Diaz-Canel

HAVANA

“We don’t want that
[confrontation] but it is our
duty to be ready to avoid it,
and if it were unavoidable,
to win it,” Mr. Diaz-Canel
told thousands of people
attending a rally in Havana
to mark the 65th anniver-
sary of the failed U.S. inva-
sion of the island at the Bay
of Pigs.

Washington and Havana
have held talks on de-esca-

Miguel Diaz-Canel

lating tensions but the dis-
cussions between the arch-
foes have failed to make
significant headway, ac-
cording to U.S. media
reports.

Mariela Castro, daught-
er of late President Raul

She said her 94-year-old
father — who oversaw a his-
toric 2015 rapprochement
with the United States un-
der Barack Obama that Mr.
Trump later reversed -

MmN % 3

was indirectly involved in
the talks. Raul’s grandson
Raul ‘Rodriguez Castro, a
colonel, is reportedly
among the negotiators.

Mr. Diaz-Canel admitted
that the current moment
was “very grave” but

stressed Cuba’s “socialist”
nature, as proclaimed by
Fidel Castro on April 16,
1961.

After Mr. Maduro’s cap-

Mr. Diaz-Canel rejected
what he referred to as a
U.S. portrayal of Cuba as a
“failed state”. “Cuba is not
afailed state, it’s a besieged
state,” he said.



Pak-based Lashkar
co-founder injured
in Lahore gun attack

Press Trust of India
Lahore, April 16

PAKISTAN-BASED Lashkar-e-
Taibaterror group’s co-founder
Amir Hamzasuffered bulletin-
juries in an attack by motor-
cycle-borne  unidentified
gunmen in Lahore on Thurs-
day, police said.

Hamza is regarded as LeT's
second most important leader
after its chief Hafiz Saeed, wlé
has been in Lahore' t
Lakhpat Jail since 2 er
getting convicted forSeveral
years in terror finaneing cases.

According to. police, un-
identified gunmen opened fire
onthevehicle of the private TV
channel 24NewsHD TV, owned
by Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqgvi. The channel’s religious
programme host Justice (retd.
Nazir Ahmed Ghazi and
Hamza were in the vehicle.

“Two unidentified armed
men ridinga motorcycle opened
fire on the white car in which
Ghazi and Hamza were travel-
lingatPeco Road in Lahore near
the TV channel's office. Inthe at-

tack, Hamza suffered bullet in-
juries while Ghazi remained un-
hurt,” the police said.

Hamza hasbeenshiftedtoa
hospital, where he is being
treated, they said. Police said
they havelaunched a probe
into the incident with the help
of CCTV footage .

“T'V host Justice Nazir Ghazi
unhurt, Maulana Amir Hamza
injured in Lahore gun attack.
Unidentified gunmen opened
fireonvehicle of 24 NewsHD TV
channel's religious programme
host Justice Nazir Ahmed Ghazi
in Lahore, leaving Maulana
Amir Hamza injured,” the TV
channel said in a statement.

It said Ghazi hosts the pro-
gramme 'Noor-e-Sehar' on
24NewsHD. “Ghazi hadjust fin-
ished recording his show at the
City News office, Lahore and
was on his way home at the
time of the incident,” it said.

It said Ghazi remained un-
harmed in the attack, while
Tehreek-e-Hurmat-e-Rasool
Pakistan Chairman Maulana
Hamza sustained a bullet in-
jury to his arm.



