States’ seats will rise 50%

after delimitation: Centre

- while not

resentatives of rise, official adds

Varghese K. George
NEW DELHI

Il States will have
Atheir number of
Lok Sabha seats in-

crease by half after delimi-
tation, and no State will
lose its current proportion-
al strength in Parliament, a
senior government func-
tionary told The Hindu on
Wednesday.

“If there is any require-
ment for change in the lan-
guage of the draft Bill, that
too will be addressed,” the

government
said.
Mr. Shah had assured

functionary
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INDIA bloc leaders after a meeting to discuss the proposed Bills on
delimitation in New Delhi on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

party representatives that
the strength of the Lok

the Bills circulated by the
government. In fact, the

The senior functionary
said this was a misreading
of the drafts. “Those who

this
mentioned in the drafts of

However, is not

‘INDIA bloc will
vote against
delimitation’

NEW DELHI

The Opposition INDIA bloc
have decided to vote against
the delimitation provisions in
the proposed Bills, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
said on Tuesday while
underlining that the bloc’s
opposition was not against

women’s quota. » PAGE 12

are reading bits and pieces
and interpreting them as
reducing the relative
strength of the South are
missing the big picture,”
the functionary said.
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50% after delimitation’

Asked how this position_squares with the pro-

Earhamentgg deba te. “There is no change in the
assurance given by the government that all States
will have their number-of seats in the Lok Sabha
increased by 50%. If Tamil Nadu has 39, it will
have 58; Kerala has 20 and it will have 30,” the
functionary said, asking to wait for the mechanics
of it to be explained in Parliament.

The drafts of the Bills have raised concerns that
the States which have stabilised their population
weSeLio lose their relatve strength when the

comEosition of the Lok Sabha is reaEEortioned



INDIA bloc rejects delimitation move

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge reiterates

SRR Rahul Gandhi urges all MPs from the

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

he Opposition In-
T dian National Deve-

lopmental, Inclu-
sive Alliance (INDIA) took a
unanimous decision to
vote against the delimita-
tion provisions in the Con-
stitution (131st) Amend-
ment Bill, 2026, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said after a meeting
of the alliance on Tuesday.

According to several
members who attended
the meeting both in person
and online, the Trinamool
Congress conveyed the
message that not all its MPs
might be able to be present
in Parliament, drawing
criticism.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi said their ab-
sence “will help the BJP”.

Detailing the “dangers

Assam’s recent delimita-

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge withmembers of the INDIA bloc after a meeting in New Delhi on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

tion was also cited as an ex-
ample of possible gerry-
mandering in the garb of
redrawing constituencies.

On Union Territories
CPI(ML) general secretary
Dipankar  Bhattacharya,
who joined the meeting
virtually, highlighted the
“alarming” rise in repre-
sentation from Union Ter-
ritories, from 20 to 35
members.

He said that the govern-
ment could be planning to
divide Bihar and West Ben-

gal'to carye out Union Ter-
ritories. from Muslim-ma-
jority districts.

The Trinamool Con-
gress was represented by
its deputy leader in the Ra-
jya Sabha, Sagarika Ghose.

Objecting to Ms. Ghose’s
remarks on the party’s in-
ability to ensure 100% at-
tendance, Mr. Gandhi said
such a position was not ac-
ceptable. He urged all Op-
position members to be
present and to vote to de-
feat the Bill. “Their ab-
sence will come at a politi-

cal cost, and will be seen as
helping the BJP,” he said.

The DMK, represented
by T.R. Baalu, said that all
its MPs would attend des-
pite the ongoing election
campaign in Tamil Nadu.
Parties from Kerala point-
ed out that they were pre-
sent for the debate on the
FCRA law even amid the
Assembly election in the
State.

Ms. Ghose, sources said,
argued that the Trinamool
Congress alone is facing a
head-on battle with the

BJP, unlike the DMK or the
situation in Kerala.

alliance to attend the Special Session. tells Trinamool that any absence will help BJP

The extended Budget
Session in Parliament, re-
convening on Wednesday,
will deliberate on a legisla-
tive package comprising
the Constitution (131st)
Amendment Bill, the Un-
ion  Territories  Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2026,
and the Delimitation Bill,
2026.

“All of us are in favour of
the women’s reservation

Bill, but have concerns
about the way it is being
brought. It is politically
motivated. Just to gag and
suppress Opposition par-
ties, the government is do-
ing this,” Mr. Kharge told
reporters, reiterating the
Opposition’s position that
reservation should be im-
plemented within the ex-
isting strength of 543 Lok
Sabha seats for the 2029
Lok Sabha election.

“They (the BJP-led go-
vernment) are playing
tricks with delimitation,”
he said.



Centre’s proposed delimitation
move ‘brazenly discriminatory
against Punjab; says Akali Dal

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh
Badal on Wednesday op-
posed the proposed move
on the delimitation of Lok
Sabha seats.

former

The
Chief Minister of Punjab
said his party favoured an
all-party initiative to op-

Deputy

pose the delimitation
move. In a statement, Mr.
Badal said, “Punjab is pre-
dominantly 'a minority-
character State. We will be
the ‘biggest victim of this
population-based delimita-
tion. Compared with a no-
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Akali Dal.chief Sukhbir Badal termed the move a death blow to the

already weakened federal structure in the country. FILE PHOTO

‘A conspiracy’

He also termed the move a
death blow to the already
weakened federal struc-
ture in the country, saying,

“This move is a conspiracy

to hand over the control of

India to just four Hindi

desh Madhbva Pradesh Bi-
har‘ and Raiasthan, almost

W‘ n
the Lok Sabha and giving
them a combined strength
of over 40% 1n the Lok §ab-

el States —virtually
irrelevant.”

Mr. Badal, however, reit-
erated his party’s unequi-
vocal support for the pro-
posed women'’s
reservation Bill.




On reallocation based on 2011 Census, southern and northeastern States stand to lose the most in seat share; Hindi-heartland States gain disproportionately

DATA POINT

Srinivasan Ramani

Hindi-heartland States of northern
India would be the overwhelming
beneficiaries.

The two Bills, to be introduced
in Parliament from April 16, seek
to do a) raise the Lok Sabha ceiling
from 543 to 850 seats
(815 from States, 35 from
Union Territories), b) re-

It is to be noted that Home Mi-
nister Amit Shah said in Coimba-
tore in February 2025 that south-
ern States would not lose a single
seat on a “pro rata basis”. Com-
merce Minister Piyush Goyal told
The Hindu on April 13,.2026 that
concerns about southern States
were a “silly concern”; asserting
there would be a “proportional in-
crease across the country”.
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Who gains and who loses

Using 2011 Census population to al-

locate 850 seats proportionally

and comparing against a uniform
proportional increase (which pre-
serves existing seat shares), the
disparities become stark. The five

States/UTs that gain the most seats

compared to a proportional in-

crease belong to the Hindi hear-
tland. Four of the five States/UTs
that lose the most belong to the

South or the East. (Table 1)

Aggregated by region, the pat-
tern is unmistakable. The Hindi
heartland’s (Uttar Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Ha-
ryana, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand

and Delhi) share in the

850-seat House would
~ rise from 38.1% to 43.1%.
The South'’s share would
fall from 24.3% to 20.7%.
The North-East would
decline from 4.4% to
3.8%. The Eastern States
would slip from 14:4% to
13.7%. (Table 2)

The demographic
roots of this asymmetry
are visible in the latest fertility da-
ta. According to NFHS-5 (2019-21),
all five southern States have total
fertility rates between 1.5 and 1.8,
well below the replacement level
of 2.1 (Chart 3). Bihar (3.0), Megh-
alaya (2.9), Uttar Pradesh (2.4),
Jharkhand (2.3), and Manipur (2.2)
remain above replacement. The
| gap that drove the original 1976

freeze on seat allocation has nar-
rowed over the decades, but it per-
sists.

e
delimitation exercise: Article 81(2)

(a) rewar emographic weight,

not developmental achievement.
-

Revising representation

The data for the tables were sourced from Census of India, 2011; NFHS-5
(2019-21); Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026; Delimitation Bill, 2026
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TABLE 2: Region-wise increase in seats, and region-wise share of seats in the
current composition and as per the proposeddelimitation exercise

Asashare of 543

T
% increase in
seats

seats

TABLE 1: The table shows seats
gained/lost due to the proposed
delimitation exercise based on
Census 2011 population, when
compared with that of a proportional
increase in seats. In the table, red
depicts States that could lose seats,
blue shows those with gains

States/U
Uttar Pradesh

hange in seats

Maharashtra 3

o Bihar -!-

West Bengal -2
Madhya Pradesh
Tamil Nadu

Rajasthan

Karnataka

48.7%

West
Grand total ‘

56.4%
56.5%

14.4%
100%

14.3%

100%

The South’s share in the post-delimitation Parliament will fall from 24.3%

10 20.7%, while the Hindi heartland’s share will rise from 38.1% to 43.1%

Guijarat

Andhra Pradesh

CHART 3: Total fertility rates (TFR) across various States
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The data for chart-3 is based on NFHS-5 (2019-21). As shown in the chart, all five
southern States have TFR between 1.5 and 1.8, below the replacement level of 2.1

Calculations by The Hindu Data Team

Odisha

Telangana

Kerala

Jharkhand

Assam

Punjab -1
Chhattisgarh

Haryana 2
Delhi 5
Jammu & Kashmir 3
Uttarakhand -1
Himachal Pradesh -1
Tripura o
Meghalaya -1
Manipur -1
Nagaland -1
Goa -2
Arunachal Pradesh -2
Puducherry -1
Mizoram -1
Chandigarh -1
Sikkim -1
Dadra & NH and -3
Daman & Diu

Andaman & -1
Nicobar Islands

Ladakh -1
Lakshadweep -1



Mavawati advocates

sub-quota for SC, ST,
ORC -

33% reservation

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
chief Mayawati on Wednes-
day advocated a separate

Addressing select media
here, the former Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister-noted
that the Centre-has con-
vened a three-day special
session of Parliament on the
issue of women'’s
reservation.

She said while her party
welcomes the move to ad-
vance the process of provid-
ing 33% reservation to wo-
men in Lok Sabha and State
legislatures, there are se-

“Not having such a provi-
sion would be akin to negat-
ing the real objective of wo-
men’s reservation to a large
extent,” she said.

The BSP supremo said
women’s reservation

4 o

BSP chief Mayawati addressing
a press conference in Lucknow
on Wednesday. PT

should be viewed from the
perspective of safety, digni-
ty and upliftment rather
than political considera-
tions, warning that other-
wise feudal and casteist ele-
ments may continue to
dominate and deprive wo-
men of its intended
benefits.

Congress criticised

She said now that Parlia-
ment has moved forward
on providing reservation to

Targeting the Congress,
Ms. Mayawati questioned




Delink women’s quota from

Census, delimitation: activists |

Break-up of 33% reservation could be as per the strength of State legislatures, reads plea to all MPs
signed by 500 activists; ‘deplore govt’s failure to give time to women’s groups to make suggestions’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

n the eve of the ex-
0 tended Budget Ses-
sion of Parliament

In a petition to all MPs,
nearly 500 activists said

The petition was signed

The Centre is looking to expedite the implementation of 33% quota
for women in the Lok Sabha and the State Assemblies. FILE PHOTO

by 488 women’s rights ad-
vocates and activists from
95 cities and districts.

The signatories includ-
ed general secretary of the
National Federation of In-
dian Women (NFIW) Annie
Raja, writer and activist
John Dayal, writer and pol-
icy analyst Radha Kumar,

professor of Sociology
Nandini Sundar, senior
journalist Pamela Phili-
pose, writer and co-direc-
tor of the Akshara Centre
Nandita Gandhi and Sayee-
da Hamid of the NFIW.
“We women’s groups
and individuals deplore
the hurried move to call

this joint session of Parlia-
ment.when several. State
elections are ongoing and
the model code of conduct
isin force. We also deplore
the failure of the govern-
ment to give adequate time
for women’s groups to
place their recommenda-
tions,” read the petition.

‘Form special panels’

It also stated that given
“grave doubts over the im-
partiality” of the Election
Commission (EC), “we pro-
pose that identification of
33% of women’s seats be
decided by Special State
Committees” that com-
prise of at least 33% of wo-
men members. It added
that all decisions must be
taken by majority vote and
that the EC must not have
overriding powers.

Press Trust of India
JAIPUR

Former Rajasthan Chief
Minister and Congress
leader Ashok Gehlot urged
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday to “se-
riously address” the con-
cerns raised by southern
States over delimitation,
warning that the issue
could become sensitive if
not handled carefully.

Talking to reporters at
the Jaipur airport, Mr. Geh-
lot said the concerns raised
by several Chief Ministers
of the southern States re-
flect growing unease that
must not be ignored.

“The anger and appre-
hensions voiced by the
leaders should be taken ve-
ry seriously by the Prime
Minister. I am repeating
this deliberately - if people
in the south start feeling
that the north is imposing

IS
Ashok Gehlot

itself on them and weaken-
ing their position, the sit-
uation can deteriorate,”
the Congress leader said.

‘Dangerous signal’
Referring to Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin’s
remarks on the issue, Mr.
Gehlot said, “He has hinted
at developments reminis-
cent of the agitations of the
1950s and 60s in the south.
This is a very dangerous
signal and shows the depth
of the sentiment there. It is
a highly sensitive matter.”



A curated selection of articles on the Editorial and Opinion pages on women's reservation and delimitation

arliament is scheduled to discuss two
far reaching Bills ostensibly for the
implementation of the one-third
reservation of seats for women in
Parliament and State Assemblies. The Bills are the
Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill which seeks
to raise the number of seats in Parliament to 850
seats with one-third reserved for women “after an
exercise of delimitation is undertaken for this

Opposition to turn itself into a rubber stamp and
approve utterly flawed proposals or be damned
as being anti-women.

Unnecessary linkages
In September 2023, to blunt mounting criticism

which had gone through several rounds of
parliamentary scrutiny, had been presented by
the government, as it should have been, women’s

all Opposition parties expressed concern that
these unnecessary linkages would not only deny
women the right of reservation in the 2024 Lok
Sabha and subsequent Assembly elections but
would put its implementation in limbo contingent
on other factors. The government responded that

What did happen is that the number of women

House. Additionally, in 2024 and 2025, State
Assembly elections were held in 10 States with a
total of 1,276 assembly seats. Only 123 women,

which is less than 10%, were elected. This is the
real consequence of the unwarranted linkages
introduced by the government.

Brinda Karat

is a senior leader of
the Communist Party
of India (Marxist)

Women’s
reservation is a
stand-alone
step which
requires a
stand-alone law

Census as the base; secondly, by using the 2011

a

hat
is, women’s reservation is once again being held
hostage to the fulfilment of other agendas.

The importance of Census data

Till now in India, all the four major national
exercises of delimitation of the boundaries of seats
have been based on the last available Census data.
The number of Scheduled Castes (SC)/Scheduled

with their combined proportion in the

communities, denying them a fair
increase in the proportion of reserved
seats. It will negatively impact the women of these
communities, since the numbers of seats
constituting one-third of reserved seats for SC/ST
women will also be less than their rightful share.

then, two State-level delimitation exercises have
been done for Assam and J&K, directly under the
Election Commission of India. Both of these have
been strongly criticised for the highly
undemocratic and sectarian way in which the
boundaries of the seats were redrawn violating the
principles of the Delimitation Act, 2002. To put it
plainly, in both States the interests of the central
ruling regime were advanced by manipulating the
creation of seats in such a way as to minimise the
impact of voters of particular communities seen as
being opposed to the ruling regime. It can be
reasonably anticipated that the coming
delimitation will be highly contested. Why should
women’s reservation be linked to such an exercise?
Further, even if the proportion of the present

number of seats in different States is to be
maintained according to the present government
proposal, questions still remain as to the
disadvantages of States where population growth
is less. All this needs further discussion and
cannot be pushed through.

Betrayal of women’s reservation
Women’s reservation is a stand-alone step which
requires a stand-alone law. The 2010 Bill adopted
by the Rajya Sabha and supported by the then
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had no such linkages.
I'remember Sushma Swaraj, then the Leader of
the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, rushing to
congratulate us, then in the Upper House, for the
historic passage of the Bill even though she knew
that her party would get no credit. But there are
no women leaders in the BJP today who would
have the courage to call the government out for
this; the second betrayal of the women’s
reservation issue. The only reason that the
government is insisting on such a linkage is
because it wants to rush through the delimitation
process in the name of implementing
women’s reservation. The onus of delay

~ will be shifted to all those who object to

the delimitation boundaries suggested
by a Commission packed with

v / government supporters which is what

‘{ the composition of the proposed Bill
suggests.

It is time to say no to the
mf% instrumentalisation of the issue of

women’s reservation. Women’s
reservation has been fought for by
millions of women across India, for decades, to
strengthen democracy, not by the denial of rights
of SCs and STs and not by bulldozing democratic
n

Hundred and Twenty-eighth Amendment) Act,
2023 have been published”. This will break the
link. As far as increase of seats and delimitation is
concerned, these are separate issues which
should be discussed. As and when Parliament
decides on an increase in seats, automatically the
framework of women’s reservation too will
change. Our message to the government is: stop
your manipulations, one-third reservation for
women without linkages now.



he government has circulated a set of
three Bills related to delimitation and
women'’s reservation. These Bills are
expected to be taken up in the

extended Budget session from April 16-18, and
could affect the working of Parliament in several
ways. The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill
proposes the following. The limit on the size of

based on such Census (not necessarily the latest)
that is specified by Parliament by passing a law.

The Delimitation Bill sets up a Delimitation
Commission, and its provisions are similar to the
last one set up in 2002. Importantly, it requires
the latest published Census to be used. Therefore,
the next delimitation is proposed to be based on
the 2011 Census. The third Bill extends these
provisions to the three Union Territories with
legislatures: Delhi, J&K, and Puducherry.

Huge impact
There are several implications of these proposal.

The biggest losers are Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
oS garand
Uttar Pradesh. While the proposal will equalise
the value of the vote of every citizen regardless of
their State of residence, it will lead to MPs from
U.P. and Bihar (25% of total seats, up from 22%)
having significant power to shape national policy.

M.R. Madhavan

Co-founder and
President of PRS
Legislative Research

>

These Bills will
have significant
impact on the
composition of
Parliament an
its functionin,
and are being
introduced with
no public
discussion

The Amendment requires just a simple majority
to determine whether to do delimitation, and
which Census to use. The government of the day,
as it would command the majority in the Lok
Sabha, can effectively make this.decision. They
would need to pass it in the Rajya Sabha too, but
that House will be weakened by the same Bill,
which brings us to the third implication. While

assume that the Lok Sabha will now.

wnh an example. Say, the government
has 53% seats in the Lok Sabha (433 out
of 815) and just 40% in the Rajya Sabha (98 out of
245 seats). The government will still be able to get
ty

A fourth implication is that the limit on the size
of t eCounCI of Ministers will increase. The
Constitution was amended in 2003 tg i

Council’s size to 15% of the Lok Sabha. If Lok
Sabha is expanded to have 815 MPs, the limit on

Sabha reduces the opportunity for an MP to

ﬁticiﬁate in the deliberations of the House. MPs

account, and raise important issues in the zero
hour.

balloted. The issue is exacerbated by the fact that
Parliament sits for less than 70 days a year.

Global precedents
Other countries also have large legislatures. For

and also has a robust committee system.
Parliamentary committees can
supplement deliberations. However, the

less than a fifth of the Bills are }eferred '

to Committees.

Sixth, there could be a similar impact
on State legislatures. Though these Bills
do not have any provisions regarding
the size of State legislatures, that
decision will be taken by the Delimitation

Commission. If they decide to follow the same

States could have oversized legislatures. U.P.
engal and Maharashtra could reach about 450.

e DS I Ve e et pactoh

the

be referred to a parliamentary committee, which
can engage with experts and the wider public
before giving its recommendations.



Samrat Choudhary sworn

in as Bihar’s first BJP CM

Amarnath Tew.
PATNA

The newly elected leader of
the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA), Sam-
rat Choudhary, was sworn
in as the Chief Minister of
Bihar on Wednesday, mark-
ing the end of Nitish Ku-
mar’s record tenure in the
post.

Two senior leaders from
the JD(U), Bijendra Prasad
Yadav and Vijay Kumar
Choudhary, took oath as
Ministers. Both have been
designated as Deputy CMs
in the new BJP-led NDA go-
vernment in the State.

Before being sworn in,
Mr. Samrat Choudhary vi-
sited a famous<Hanuman
temple in the State capital,
Patna, to offer prayers and
seek blessings.

Senior ‘BJP leaders, in-
cluding party chief Nitin
Nabin, Union Minister ].P.
Nadda, and national gener-
al secretary (organisation)
B.L. Santosh, along with
Mr. Kumar, were present.

After taking oath, Mr.
Samrat Choudhary went to
the party headquarters to

Bihar Chief MipisterSamrat Choudhary with former Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar inPatna on Wednesday. ANI

meet party workers and
leaders. “With the bless-
ings of Nitish Kumar and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, I will take forward
the work of development
and growth in the State,”
he told presspersons.

Administrative issues

In his first meeting as Chief
Minister of Bihar, Mr.
Choudhary directed State
officials to implement a
policy of “zero tolerance”
against corruption with ab-
solute firmness.

He also told officials to
ensure that the general pu-
blic received proper facili-
ties and that their issues

are resolved promptly at
the block, circle, and police
station levels. He asserted
that corruption would not
be tolerated at any cost,
from the highest levels of
administration to the grass-
roots.

“Whenever an issue
concerning the public aris-
es within any department,
ensure that immediate ac-
tion is taken to address it.
There should be no bu-
reaucratic complexities re-
garding the resolution of
land-related disputes; in-
stead, streamline proce-
dures to ensure their spee-
dy disposal,” Mr.
Choudhary said.



HE RECENT strike by gig
workers and the protest by fac-
tory workers in UP against low
wages and poor working condi-
tions underlie the operational
challenges of labour reforms in the country.

effectswill be largely compositional through
shiftsintypeand quality ofemployment, the
productivity effects are likely to be moder-
ately positive,dependingcritically onimple-
mentation quality. Against this backdrop,
the policy implications become central to
realising the potential gains of these reforms.

Specifically, the Code on Wages may cor-
rect wage suppression and reduce wage in-
equality at the lower end of the wage dis-
tribution. However, its effectiveness
depends on where the national floor wage is
set, relative to the current market wage. In
termsoflabour productivity, the codescreate
enabling conditions for improvement
through better worker protection, reduced
compliance, and more efficient labour allo-
cation. Large firms arelikely to benefit most,
as they can absorb compliance costs while
gaining from reduced worker turnover, im=
proved health outcomes, and better work-

First, strengtheningenforcement mech-
anisms is the critical priority. A persistent

binding, social security provisions fail to
reach intended beneficiaries, and safety
regulations are not adhered to. The govern-
ment must invest in digital compliance sys-
tems, including mandatory digital wage pay-
ments, electronic maintenance of
employment records, and data-driven in-
spection systems. Targeted inspections
based on risk profiling can improve effi-
ciency while reducing opportunitiesfor rent=
seeking. Buildingadministrative capagity at
bothcentral and statelevelsisessential toen-
sure consistent and credible enforcement.

productivity. Periodic revisions,
ideallylinked toinflation and pro-
ductivity growth, can prevent the
erosion of real wages while avoid-
ingsuddenshocks toemployers. A

undermine the objectives of the
Code on Wages.

Strengthening enforcement
mechanismsis the most critical
poorly calibrated wage floor —  Priority. A persistent challenge
eithertoo lowortoohigh—can  inIndia’s labour market is the
weak enforcement of

_ regulations, especially in the

Compliance sul s, tax incentives, and
simplified reporting requirements can help
ease the transition to formalisation. Provid-
ing access to affordable credit and technol-

Fourth, expandingand deepeningsocial

and design of tangible benefit schemes.
Bridging the coverage gap for informal
workers requires proactive policy action
rather than reliance on gradual formalisa-
tion. Fifth, policymakers must address
threshold-based distortionsthat discourage
firms from scaling up. Regulatory thresh-
olds continue to create incentives
for firms to stay small or fragment
operations to avoid compliance.
Smoother, graduated frameworks
can encourage firm growth.

mentsinworker productivity. This

requires expanding access to vocational
training, strengthening industry-academia
linkages, and promoting continuousskill up-
grading. Seventh, there is a need for policy
coordinalion across Sectors. Labour reforms
lesssupported by broader economic policies,
including industrial policy, trade liberalisa-
tion, infrastructure development, and in-
vestment promotion. Thisensures that pro-
ductivity improvements translate into
expanded economicactivityandjobcreation
rather than merely cost savings for firms.
Eighth. improving administrative coor-

oD ooy oy
for compliance and benefit delivery can re-
ducetransaction costsand improve user ex-
perience. Greater coordination between cen-
tral and state governments is also necessary
to avoid regulatory fragmentation and en-
sure uniform implementation.
Finally, leveraging the digital architec-
220 110 W our
databases. real-time compliance monitoring
T A AT A T
e o e e e
enhance transparency, accountability, and
evidence-based policymaking.

5 quiig
success depends not on legislative design
alonebutoneffective enforcement, support-
ive policies, and institutional capacity.

The writer is professor of Economics,
1SI (Delhi), and visiting professor, NCAER



lran savs ceasefire js

at risk, threatens to

close Red Sea traffic

Agen
TEHRAN

France-Pr

[ran’s military threatened

The head of Iran’s mili-
tary central command
centre said a U.S. failure to
lift the blockade would
constitute “a prelude” to
violating the .two-week
ceasefire. Unless the U.S.

Abdollahi said.
The warning came after
U.S. President Donald

gotiations could resume

this week, while Iran con-
firmed the sides had kept
talking via Pakistan after a
first round of negotiations

Pakistan’s Army chief Asim
Munir with Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchiin
Tehran on Wednesday. AP

fell flat. Iran on Wednesday
welcomed a Pakistani dele-
gation led by its Army chief
Asim Munir.

Islamabad “has held dis-
cussions with the Ameri-
cans and has also heard
our stances. During this vi-
sit the views of both sides
are to be discussed in de-
tail,” Iranian Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Esmail
Baghaei said.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12

LEADERS FLOCK TO CHINA
» PAGE 16



Iran threatens to
close Red Sea traffic

h-
ran wi e blockade, with U.S. Central Com-
mand saying that American forces “have com-
pletelv halted economic trade going into and out
of Iran by sea”.

Speaking to the New York Post on Tuesday, Mr.
Trump said a new round of talks with Iran could
take place in Pakistan “over the next two days”,
while telling Fox Business the war was “very close
to being over”. On the Iranian side, a Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson said “several messages” had
been exchanged via Islamabad since the talks
wrapped up on Sunday, while Tehran received a
Pakistani delegation led by its Army chief Field
Marshal Asim Munir on Wednesday.




Trump ‘asked China’s Xi
not to give Iran weapons

Reuters
WASHINGTON

president told Fox Business
Network in an interview
that aired on Wednesday.
Mr. Trump, in the inter-
view taped on Tuesday, did
not say when the letters
were exchanged. Last

“I'wrote hima letter ask-
ing him not to do that, and
he wrote me a letter saying
that, essentially, he’s not
doing . that,” Mr. Trump
told FBN’s “Mornings with
Maria” programme. He al-

so said he did not expect

Donald Frump

shifts in the global oil mar-
and changes in Venezuela
P |
T meetwith
r._Xi next month. “He’s
somebody that needs qil.
Wedon L M Trump said.

In a subsequent Truth
Social post, Mr. Trump also
wrote that he was “perma-
nently opening” the Strait
of Hormuz and China was

very happy about it.
“I am doing it for them,

also - And the World,” Mr.
Trump. wrote, adding:
“President Xi will give me a
big, fat, hug when I get
there in a few weeks.”

It was not immediately
clear what Mr. Trump
meant as shipping through
the Strait of Hormuz re-
mains constrained. The
White House did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for clarification on
the President’s post.

the waterway remains un-
certain — even with the
two-week ceasefire now in
place. Traffic is at only a
fraction of the 130-plus dai-
ly crossings seen before
the war, sources said.



DIPLOMATIC DIALOGUE MAY RESUME IN PAKISTAN; BACK-CHANNEL TALKS HAVE MADE PROGRESS
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Pak’s Munir arrives in Tehran

Jana Choukeir
&KanishkaSingh
Dubai, Washington, April 15

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
said the war with Irancould end
soon, telling the world to watch

With the prospect of US and
Iranian officials returning to
Pakistan for more talks, Vice
PresidentJD Vance, wholed the
US delegation at negotiations
thatended onSunday withouta
breakthrough, said he felt posi-
tive about where things stood.

“I think you're going to be
watching an amazing two days
ahead,” Trump told ABC News
reporter Jonathan Karl, accord-
ingtoapostby thereporteronX,
adding hedid not think itwould
be necessary to extend a two-
week ceasefire that expires next
week. “Ithinkitcanbeoververy
soon. It will end soon,” Trump
said in a interview taped ‘on
Tuesday with Fox Business Net-
work's ‘Mornings with Maria’s
Officials from Pakistan, Iran

Thetalks last weekend broke
down without an agreement to

EXPLAINED

Enrichment key
todeal ornodeal

US President Donald
Trump says his negotiators
can soon return to Paki-
stan, while Vice President
JD Vance says Washington
wants a ‘grand bargain’
with Iran. But mistrust re-
mains. Nuclear enrichment
is the main bone of conten-
tion, with the US seeking a
20-year halt and Tehran of-
fering only a 3 to 5-year
suspension instead.

end the war, which Trump
launched alongside Israel on
February 28, triggering Iranian
attacks on Iran's Gulf neigh=
bours and re-igniting a parallel
conflictbetween Israel and Iran-
backed Hezbollah in Lebanon.

Tankers Intercepted
The US military said more

vessels were being turned back

under.the blockade, including

-sai']%c:g’ed, Chinese-
ich Starrywhich

beenintercepted since the
lockade began on Monday, the
Wall Street Journal reported.
AUS destroyer stopped two
oil tankers attempting to leave
the Iranian port of Chabaharon
the Gulf of Oman on Tuesday, a
US official said. An Iranian
supertanker subject to US sanc-
tions crossed the strait towards
Iran's Imam Khomeini port de-
spite the blockade, Iran's Fars
News Agency said Wednesday.

Pakistan's Army Chief Field Marshal Asim Munir (right) greeted by Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi upon his arrivalin Tehran on Wednesday. ani

Trump: Asked China not to give Iran
weapons, Xi told me ‘not doing that’

Reuters
Washington, April 15

DONALD TRUMP asked Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in a
letter not to give Iran weapons,
and Xi responded that China
was not supplying Tehran, the
US president told Fox Business
Network in an interview that
aired on Wednesday. Trump, in
theinterview taped on Tuesday,
did notsay when theletterswere
exchanged. Last week,
hethreatened countries withan
immediate 50% tariffif they sup-
plied Iran with weapons.
“I'wrote him a letter asking
him nottodo that, and he wrote
me a letter saying that, essen-
tially, he's not doing that,”

Chinais very

happy thatI
am permanently
opening the Strait of
Hormuz... They have
agreed nottosend
weapons to Iran.
President Xi will give
me a big fat hug when
Iget there next week”

DONALD TRUMP,
U.S. PRESIDENT

Trump told FBN.
Healsosaid hedid notexpect
shifts in the global oil market

over the war on Iran and
changesin Venezuela to impact
the dynamics of his planned
meeting with Xi next month.
“He's somebody that needs oil.
Wedon't,” Trump said.

Inasubsequent Truth Social
post, Trump wrote that he was
“permanently opening” the
Strait of Hormuzand Chinawas
very happyaboutit. “Tamdoing
it for them, also - And the
World... “President Xi will give
me a big, fat, hug when I get
there in a few weeks.”

Itwas notimmediately clear
what Trump meant as shipping
through Hormuz remains con-
strained. The White House did
notrespond toarequest for clari-
fication onthe president’s post.



Why is the Strait of Hormuz

critical to global energv flows?

What is a maritime chokepoint? How does international law govern these waters?

Smriti Sudesh

The story so far:
ince late February, the Strait of
Hormuz has emerged as the
centre of a deepening energy and
security crisis. The escalation
followed U.S. and Israeli strikes on Iran,
after which Tehran tightened restrictions
on the narrow waterway. The situation
intensified further this week when
President Donald Trump ordered a U.S.
naval blockade of vessels sailing to or from
Iranian ports. As of April, a ceasefire has
allowed a limited number of ships to pass
through. However, continued threats and
the U.S. blockade have kept most tankers
away, reducing daily transits from around
130 vessels to just a few on several days.

What is a maritime chokepoint?

geographic bottlénecks created by

coastlines, islands, or narrow channels
that concentrate shipping into tight
corridors. Because ships cannot easily
reroute, these chokepoints become
critical nodes in the global trading system.

s |

incident can disrupt traffic almost
immediately. The consequences can be
far-reaching. Energy prices tend to rise
sharply, shipping costs increase and
supply chains can be disrupted. This can
lead to shortages of critical commodities,
contributing to inflation and slowing
economicgrowth.

Why is the Strait of Hormuz critical?
The Strait of Hormuz is widely regarded as
the world’s most important maritime

. In addition to crude oil, large
volumes of liquefied natural gas from
Qatarand the UAE also move through this
route.

10 Asia. making countries suci as india. |
~ [China, JTapan, and South Korea dependent

on the route.

What are the other key global
chokepoints?

Beyond Hormuz, the global trading
system relies on a small set of equally
critical maritime chokepoints. These

The Strait of Malacca runs between the
Malay Peninsula and the Indonesian island
of Sumatra. It forms the shortest sea route
between the Indian Ocean and the South
China Sea, making it a key route for trade
between West Asia, Africa, and East Asia.

The Bab el-Mandeb Strait sits between
the Arabian Peninsula and the Horn of

Africa. It acts as the southern gateway into
the Red Sea, through which ships must
pass before reaching the Suez Canal and
the Mediterranean. This makes it a crucial
link in the trade route between Asia and
Europe.

The Suez Canal is an artificial waterway
that cuts across Egypt, connecting the Red
Sea to the Mediterranean. It allows ships
to avoid the long journey around Africa.

Further west, the Panama Canal cuts
across the narrow Isthmus of Panama,
linking the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
This makes it a vital route for trade
between Asia, the Americas, and Europe,
eliminating the need to sail around South
America.

How does international law apply to
These waterways?

The movement of ships through
international chokepoints is governed

straits used for international navigation

are subject to the principle of “transit

assage”, which allows ships and aircraft
of all nations to pass continuously an:
without obstruction. However, countries
along the strait can regulate shipping for
safety and environmental reasons, but

practice, enforcement depends on naval
strength and coordination between
countries.



Debayan Tewari

M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

Amid a global crude oil cri-
sis triggered by the Iran
war and the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz, India is

As per BIMCO, one of
the world’s largest ship-
ping associations, global
crude shipments fell 16%
after the war began vis a
vis first 9 weeks of the year.

“This represents a re-

The war roiled energy supplies.

duction of 7.6 million bar-
rels per day (mbpd) t038.4
mbpd,” BIMCO said.

With global shipments
down, Venezuela in-
creased - shipments of

crude oil by 0.4 million
barrels per day, as did Rus-
sia from the Black Sea by
0.8 mbpd.

“Combined, this < ac-
counts for 85% of in-
creased shipments from
countries outside of the
Persian Gulf. India has
been the main destination
for. the increased ship-
ments,” BIMCO said.

The Hindu has been
tracking open-source data
for the past two weeks and

carrying Russian crude.
Some have reached India.
BIMCO said before the
Iran war, the U.S. Energy
Information Administra-
tion estimated global 2026
oil production at 79.9
mbpd. “The 7.6 mbpd re-
duction in seaborne ship-
ments thereby means 9.5%
of the previously expected
crude oil production is cur-
rently not reaching mar-
kets. The reduction in ship-
ments has naturally been
driven by effective closure
of the Strait of Hormuz.”

oil

shipments from the region
fell 9 mbpd compared with
earlier this year.

BIMCO’s chief shipping
analyst Niels Rasmussen
was quoted as saying.
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Associated Press
Tyre, April 15

ISRAELI STRIKES rocked
southern Lebanon overnight
and intoWednesday, aday after
afirst round of historic talks be-
tween Lebanese and Israeli of-
ficials in Washington. Smoke
rose over the coastal city of
Tyre, underscoring the fragility
of diplomatic efforts.

Though Israeli strikes in
Beirut have eased since last
week's shattering 10-minute
bombardment without warn-
ing that killed over 350 people
across the country, areas in

southern Lebanon remain
under frequent attack.

Israel's military has period-
ically issued warnings telling
residents of wide swathes of
southern Lebanon to flee, but
thousands have stayed, either
because they don't want to
leave their homes or because
they have nowhere to go.

Tyre was once viewed by
many displaced families as a
relative refuge from the heav=
iest fighting in areas closer to
the Israeli border. Nowsmany
residents say thereis little sense
of safety anywhere asIsrael tar-
gets the Iranian-backedHez-

bollah militant group.

Across the city, the after-
math ofbombardmentwas vis-
ible in shattered buildings,
mounds of rubble and debris-
strewn streets. Residents
moved cautiously along roads
lined with wreckage.

Anlsraeli dronestruckacar
overnight a. few hundred
meters from Tyre's city centre.
Itwas not immediately clear
who was targeted, but wit-
nesses said it killed a young
woman who wassitting outside
her house nearby.

Mourners gathered Wed-
nesday to bury the woman, 19-

year-old Ghadir Baalbaki, ina
temporary cemetery for those
killed during the war. Many
families are unable to bury
relatives in hometowns closer
to the front lines.

“We prayed maghrib (the Is-
lamic evening prayer) and went
and satoutside. We were sitting
for 10 minutes before the strike
hit us,” said Mariam Hamoud,
Baalbaki's aunt.

“Thugged Ghadir because I
thought she had fainted. I kept
trying to wake her up.” Her
father, Mohammed Baalbaki,
stood beside the grave in tears.

“We cannot adapt to life

without her,” he said. “Since
this tragedy took place yester-
day we have been suffering.”

The latest escalation be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah
began when Hezbollah fired
several rockets towards north-
ernlsrael, just days after the US
and Israel launched their war
on Iran. Israel responded with
anintense aerial campaign and
ground invasion.

More than 2,000 people
have been killed in Israeli
strikes, Lebanon's health min-
istry hassaid, and overone mil-
lion Lebanese people have
been displaced.



flock to China over West Asia war

say China has leverage over Iran and could use it to press for restraint and di

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

hina’s President Xi
C Jinping met with
Russian Foreign Mi-

nister Sergei Lavrov on
Wednesday, Chinese state
media said, as a string of
leaders of countries im-
pacted by the West Asia
war flock to Beijing.

The Russian diplomat
told a news conference af-
ter meeting Mr. Xi that

Close ties: Sergey Lavrov with Xi Jinping prior to their meeting at
the Great Hall'of the'People, in Beijing, on Wednesday. Ap

while, has sought to posi-
tion China as a mediator
and stable partner in the
face of the U.S.- and Israeli-
led conflict.

Mr. Xi told Abu Dhabi’s

crown prince on Tuesday
that China would play a
“constructive role” in pro-
moting peace talks in the
West Asia.

In talks with Spain’s San-
chez, Mr. Xi warned that
the world was facing
“chaos and turmoil” and
“a contest between justice
and force”, urging closer
cooperation. The Spanish
Prime Minister welcomed
China’s role in seeking to
resolve the conflict in the
West Asia.

Though the level of di-
plomatic activity is normal
for Beijing, the West Asia
war and particularly the is-
sue of energy security have
taken on new urgency in
diplomatic discussions, ac-

Says Lavrov; experts

lomacy, especially as Gulf states seek stability

cording to Dylan Loh, asso-
ciate professor at Singa-
pore’s Nanyang
Technological University.

Countries, particularly
in the Gulf, could be hop-
ing China can pressure
Iran to stop its attacks on
Gulf countries and to per-
sist with diplomatic nego-
tiations, he said.




Wang Y1, Lavrov
toattend BRICS

meet on May 14-15

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, April 15

AMID THE shaky ceasefire be-
tween Iran and the US and ne-
gotiationsin Islamabad toreach
a deal to end the war entered a
deadlock, India is likely to host
the BRICS Foreign Ministers’
meeting on May 14-15, sources
said on Wednesday, whichis ex-
pected to be attended by Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
and Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov.

Depending on thé conflict’s

Senior officials of the BRICS
countriesareintouch with each
otherfor the Foreign ministers’
meeting, which will ultimately
lead to the BRICS leaders’ sum-
mit in India, which holds thero-
tational presidency of the group-
ing for 2026, later this year.

Apart from the war, the
BRICS Foreign Ministers are set

to discuss the value and impor-
tance of multilateral and multi-

RO arlty in the international

order — something which has

EXPLAINED

Diplomatic
tightrope

India haspitched BRICSasa
“non-west” platform, and
willface achallenge of dip-
lomatically balancing
bétweenthe US and rest of
the Westononeside,and
China-Russiaon the other.
The West Asia war has now
deepened thedivide — with
Iran and the UAE on oppos-
ingsides.

been threatened bx US President

Donald Trump. TrumE has not
-1 e

BRICS. .and_had _last_vear
| I | 110%
tariff on “any country aligning
| | 1] A00i-
American policies of BRICS”.

During a meeting with Argen-
tine Prime Minister Javier Milei
at the White House last year,
Trump had said “BRICS was an
attackon the dollar”.



India’s goods exports in March slipped
by 7.4% to $38.92 billion while imports
too declined 69% to $59.59 billion

RaviDutta Mishra
New Delhi, April15

cline in imports of petroleum
products as well as exports of
rice, gems & jewelleryand elec-
tronic goods to the West Asia re-
gion, data released by the Com-
merce and Industry Ministry
showed. WhileIndia’s goods ex-

“The key reason for the im-

Secretary RajeshiAgarwal said.
Agrawal said thattotal exports

during the last financial year
crossed $860 billion, about
4.22% higher compared to the
previous year. The imports
driven primarily by gold prices
also surged by 6.7% to $974 bil-
lion. “There have been trade
challenges during the last fi-
nancial year due to tariffs, but
goods exports have surged by
1% to $441 billion compared to
the previous financial year,”
Agarwal said.

Data showed that imports
from the UAE, Saudi Arabia,
Iraq, and Qatar in_March
slipped 66.32%, 37.32%, 64.30 %
and 47.89%, respectively. Ex-
ports to the UAE also deglined
by 61.93% and to:Saudi Arabia
by 45.67%. However, exports
even to the US slipped by 20%.

Most labour-intensive sec-
tors registered a steep decline
inexportsduring March. While
gems and jewellery exports
slipped by nearly 30%, ready-
made garments declined 19%.
Drugs and pharma exports also
slipped by 19% in March. Fed-
eration of Indian Export Organ-
isations (FIEO) President SC
Ralhansaid thattheincreasein
exports during the last financial
year wasdriven by adiversified

Most labour-intensive sectors registered a steep decline in exports

during March.

basket comprising engineering
goods, petroleum products,
electronics, pharmaceuticals,
chemicals, textiles, gems and
jewellery, riceand marine prod-
ucts, further strengthening In-
dia’s position in global value
chains. “The US, UAE, China,
the Netherlands and the UK re-
mained the main destinations
for exports. FIEO stressed the
need toeffectively leverage free
trade agreements to further di-
versify markets and expand In-
dia's global reach,” he said.
Pankaj Chadha, Chairman,
Engineering Exports Promo-
tion Council (EEPC), said that
the West Asia conflict that

REUTERS FILE

started on February 28 has
caused serious supply chain
disruptions, leading to a spike
in energy prices. In light of the
above, we remain cautiously
optimistic about the engineer-
ing exports growth outlook in
FY27” Chadha said. “In March
2026, when one of the key sea
routes was disrupted due tothe
West Asia conflict, engineering
goods exports recorded a mar-
ginal growth of 1.1%. During
this period, total engineering
exports stood at $10.94 billion
against $10.82 billion in March
2025,” Chadha said.
FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

New Delhi: China has over-
taken the US to emerge as

India’s exports to China
rose 36.66% to $19.47 billion
during the last fiscal year,
while imports increased 16%
to $131.63 billion.

On the other hand, the
country’soutbound shipments
to the United States grew mar-
ginally 0.92% to $87.3 billion
during the last fiscal year, while
imports increased 15.95% to
$529billion.




