Centre moots inter-State redistribution
of Lok Sabha seats based on 2011 Census

Varghese K. George
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

tates that have stabil-
s ised their popula-

tions could see their
share of representation in
Parliament shrinking if
proposals in the drafts of a
Constitution Amendment
Bill and a Delimitation Bill
circulated by the Centre
become law.

The Congress said the
overnment was using wo-

Congress MP Abhishek Ma-
nu Singhyi said. “In the

The Bills propose to raise strength of
Lok Sabha to a maximum of 850 seats
K ]

Tlppll‘lg the sca Ies As delimitation of constituencies for the'Lok Sabha is to be carried out

based on 2011 Census, data show this could unevenly impact various States/regions, especially the South
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warned of a massive protest |
that would bring the State to a
standstill if the Centre decided
on delimitation
affecting southern
States and offering
more political
power to northern
States.
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proposals there is not a
whisper of the repeated as-
surance by the govern-
ment that the inter-State
seat distribution percen-
tages will remain intact.”
The proposals emphati-
cally seek to change the

Revanth Reddy wrote to Prime

| "Minister Narendra Modi, calling

foranational consensus on the
proposed rise in seats

and urging immediate
implementation of

women’s reservation

without linking it to

seat expansion.

seat distribution — indeed,
that is stated in the objects
and reasons of the Consti-
tutional Amendment Bill it-
self. The statement notes
that “while the freeze of
seats on the basis of popu-
lation figures of the 1971

Siddaramaiah opposed the
proposal, saying, “If numerical
strength begins to determine
power, the need for
broad-based

support across the

country will ¢

| diminish. That is a
| dangerous shift.”

Census served an impor-
tant policy purpose, the
country’s  demographic
profile has since under-
gone substantial changes,
as reflected in the popula-
tion figures of the latest pu-
blished census, including

Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday
said the BJP-led Union govt.
has tabled the Delimitation Bill
to divide West

Bengal and India

at large. They are

doing it to gain

political mileage,

she said.

significant inter-State and
intra-State population
shifts.” The draft Delimita-
tion Bill mandates that “it
shall be the duty of the
Commission to readjust,
on the basis of the latest
census figures, the alloca-

tion of seats in the House
of the People to the States.”

If these proposals are
enacted, the Hindi hear-
tland States will see their
share of Lok Sabha seats
rise from 38.1% to 43.1%,
while the southern States
will see theirs shrink from

24.3% t0 20.7%.

Under the existing con-
stitutional scheme, Lok
Sabha seats are distributed
between States on the ba-
sis of the 1971 Census and
within each State on the
basis of the 2001 Census.
Article 82 provides that
this arrangement will con-
tinue “until the relevant fi-
gures for the first census
taken after the year 2026
have been published”.
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based on 2011 Census

The proposed amendment removes this provision

altogether. “The Bills being introduced in the
name of imglementing women’s reservation

amount to a death warrant for federal India,” said
John Brittas, CPI(M) MP.

The freeze on the readjustment of Lok Sabha
seats written into Articles 81 and 82 was based on
a political consensus negotiated by BJP Prime Mi-
nister Atal Bihari Vajpayee in 2001 and enacted
through a constitutional amendment. The Naren-
dra Modi government is now proposing to remove
that safeguard and effect an immediate redistribu-
tion of Lok Sabha seats based on the latest Census
— which, as of now, is that of 2011.

The States of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka,
Telangana, and Punjab had demanded an exten-
sion of the existing freeze for another 25 vears
beyond 2026. Not only has that demand been
overlooked, the Centre is seeking parliamentary
approval for an immediate redrawing of India’s re-
presentative map.

Nothing to do with women’s quota

“Barely 36 hours before Parliament reconvenes,
without any multi-party meetings despite repeat-
ed demands, and with no attempt to refer these
Bills to a parliamentary committee, the govern-
mentis trying to unilaterally enforce its wishes on
the country. This has nothing to do with women’s
reservation and everything to do with delimita-
tion for BJP’s 2029 election plans,” Mr. Singhvi
said.

While all large States will receive some addi-
tional seats in the Lok Sabha, assuming all 815 per-
mitted seats are allocated, some will see their
strength rise dramatically. Uttar Pradesh will gain
58 seats over its current 80, while Kerala will gain
only three, taking it from 20 to 23, if 815 seats are
distributed according to the 2011 population
distribution.

U.P.’s share of the Lok Sabha will rise from
14.73% to 16.24%, while Kerala’s will shrink from
3.68% to 2.7%. Bihar will move from 40 seats
(7.37%) to 72 seats (8.47%); Maharashtra from 48
to 78; and Tamil Nadu from 39 to 50 — a reduction
in its current share from 7.18% to 5.88%.




Constitution Amendment

Bill moots possible change

in size of State Assemblies

Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

The Constitution (One
Hundred and Thirty-First
Amendment) Bill, 2026
proposes significant chang-
es to the size and composi-
tion of the Assemblies by
restarting the process of
delimitation and removing

the long-standing constitu-
tional freeze, in effect since
1976, on readjustment of
seats based on population.

The Bill will be intro-
duced in the Special Ses-
sion of Parliament com-
mencing on Thursday.

The proposed amend-
ments, in effect, mean that
Assemblies will see a
change 1n their total num-
ber of seats depending on
population changes, and
constituency. boundaries
within States will also be
redrawn as part of the de-
limitation  exercise, the
Constitution (Amendment)
Bill said.

The Bill seeks to amend

the provisions _in Article
170, which governs the

composition of the Assem-
Blies, to enable a fresh
readjustment of the num-
er of Assembly seats and
the redrawing o itori

constituencies on the basis
Of a future Census to be

The Bill will be introduced in a
Special Session of Parliament
commencing on Thursday .

specified by Parliament.

In doing so, it removes
the existing freeze that has
prevented such readjust-
ments since 1976. The Bill

roposes to delete the
ﬁ’urg proviso of Article 170

at had postpone
imitation exercise until af-

ter the first Census which

Will be conducted in 2026.

The amendment also re-
places the earlier formula-
tion that allowed Parlia-
ment to determine the
authority for delimitation
with a provision explicitly
assigning the task to a De-
limitation Commission.

It further revises the ex-
planation to Article 170(2)
so that “population” for
the purpose of seat alloca-
tion will mean the popula-

tion ascertained in the
Census that Parliament de-
cides to adopt.

The Bill substitutes Arti-
cle 334A to operationalise
the one-third reservation
for women in the Assem-
blies. The provision states
that the reservation will
come into effect only after
a fresh delimitation exer-
cise is carried out on the
basis of the latest pu-
blished Census. As of now,
the latest published Census
is 2011.

Tribal representation
The Bill provides for safe-
guards to ensure the delim-
itation exercise does not
dilute tribal representation
in certain Northeastern
States.

The delimitation pro-
cess itself will be governed
by the proposed Delimita-
tion Bill, 2026, which pro-
vides for the constitution
OT 3 Delimitation Commis-
sion by the Centre.

The commission will be
chaired by a former or sit-
ting Supreme Court judge
and will include the Chief
Election Commissioner, or

an Election Commissioner
nominated by the Election

ommission, and the State
Election Commissioner of

the concerned State.




Nitish resigns; Samrat

to become Bihar CM

Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

ter he was elected leader of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
and NDA legislature parties
on Tuesday.

He met Governor Syed

Ata Hasnain to stake his

claim to form the new go-
vernment in the State and
is likely to take oath at the

Raj Bhavan on Wednesday
along with a few select

leaders, including two De-
puty Chief Ministers from
the Janata Dal (United).

Mr. Choudhary’s elec-
tion followed days of sus-
pense and speculation,
and came an hour after Nit-
ish Kumar officially re-
signed as Bihar’s longest
serving Chief Minister.

Mr_Kumar, leader of the

ha member last week. In a
post on X, he listed his go-
vernment’s achievements.
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Efforts under way for second set of

U.S.-Iran talks as fragile truce holds

First talks were part of an ongoing diplomatic process rather than a one-off effort, say Pak. officials; second round is likely to

be held this week; Rich Starry, a tanker owned by a Chinese company and sanctioned by US,, crosses the Strait of Hormuz

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD

he standoff bet-
Tween the United
States and Iran

deepened on Tuesday as
the U.S. declared it had

C S S,
enran reatene to
strike targets across the re-
gion, an akistan said 1

was racing to bring the
sides together for more
talks.

Talks aimed at permas-
nently ending the conflict
— which began February
28 with U.S. and lIsraeli
strikes on Iran — failed to

Hopeful sequel: A sécurity.guard stands atop the Serena Hotel, the
venue where Iran and'U.S. held peace talks earlier in Islamabad. Arp

Two U.S. officials said
on Monday that discus-

produce an agreement last
weekend, though Pakistan
has-proposed hosting a se-
cond round in the coming !
days. A diplomat from one of the
mediating countries said
Tehran and Washington
had agreed to it.

The talks could happen
on Thursday, according to

\

the U.S. officials. The loca-
tion, timing and composi-
tion of the delegations had
not been decided, alth-
ough Islamabad and Gene-
va are being considered as
host cities.

The blockade of Iranian
ports involves more than
10,000 military personnel,
more than a dozen war-
ships and dozens of air-
craft, U.S. Central Com-
mand said.

maritime tracking data in-
dicated. They were among

at least seven Iran-linked
vessels  that passed

through the strait after the
blockade came into effect,
according to maritime data
provider Kpler.

from its transponder. It
turned around while in the
Gulf of Oman on Tuesday
and headed back up to-
wards the strait.



“For US and Iran, there are three crucial
issues — all can be resolved

ETHEIran-UStalksin

Islamabad failed, a deal

was and is in plain sight.

That the Iranians and

Americanssenthigh-level

delegations suggests that the two sides had

already made substantial progress towards

adeal. Bothwereinsearchofclinching com-

mitments from the other but failed to get

them. The meeting was not necessarily a

waste of time, though, and we should not

easily conclude that Tehran and Washington

were insincere. There are times when real

differences exist, and bridging those differ-
ences can be agenuine challenge.

In the aftermath of the Islamabad talks,

otheractions could jeopardise the prospects
Qfapeacedeal.but ﬁEgE mﬁ@suenﬁen
the imperatives foradeal.

What is the deal that was in plain sight

and that could yet eventuate?

GoingintotheIslamabad meeting. three
issues were crucial: Iran's hi; enriched

uranium (HEU) and its nuclear future; the
teopening ofthe StraitorHormuz: and Is-
Swarinlel y
Lanhas abour400 kg of HIEU enriched
e

clear bombs. There are only three ways that

change, neither of which looks anywhere
near possible, the only realistic options are

There is a view that the US’s combat

This is almost certainly wrong. The US
armed contingent reportedly consisted of
200 special forces personnel, a number
that is too small to have located and re-
moved up to 400 kilograms of HEU in a
hostile environment, especially if the HEU
is dispersed to various sites.

‘What is plausible is that in addition to

the CSAR mission, the Americans at:
Lempteda % m¥ B‘EFE 0] ﬁﬁﬁ slicther
an HEU raid is feasible. In the event, _US
Torces came under Heavy flre, Tost two C-130

transport aircraft, and fourhelicopters. A
real HEU raid would be much larger. more
= 1

3 operation. If so, its chances‘of success,
against Iranian forcesready and waiting,
includingat heavily protected nuclearsites,
arelow.

Ifthe HEU cannot be extracted,
Iran must hand it over. Under the

Iran’s militarisation of the
strait is aimed at exercising
strategic leverage and at
generating funds to rebuild

Removing the HEU is only part of a deal
to ensure that Iran does not go nuclear. The
other part, Trump has insisted. is for Tehran

gl ns
capability bv committing not to enrich ura-
nium bevond 3.67 percent — the US re-
portedlvwantsa20:-vearcommitmentIian

afive-vearcommitment.

Leaving aside the time-period issue, con-
vincingly renouncing nuclear weapons is
only possible either through regime change
or the current regime’s acceptance of full-
scope safeguards under the IAEA (or some
otherarrangement).

Since regime change is unlikely, full-
scope safeguards or more limited, critical
safeguards are the way to go. Washington
has little faith in the IAEA and other in-
spectors in this regard. Iran-US jointin-

spections would then seem to be the only
possibility. If Iran can hand over

to the talks in Islamabad, Trump
had suggested that the US could

damaged infrastructure. With ~ Hekaleadhoesasdaylichl brbr
a peace deal, the need for
leverage would disappear

India and others have o ed a toll on
i W veneinierna-

shipping.Atollwould contraveng i

tionallaw and set adangerous precedent. Lit-
foral countries elsewﬁere Could come into
conflict, astheyeach separately chargeatoll.
1,

There is still room to resolve the Hor-
muz problem. Iran’s militarisation of the
straitis aimed atexercisingstrategic lever-

the need for leverage would disappear. As
forthe funding of Iran’s infrastructure, the

Finally, ending Israel’s war in Lebanon
may be achievable. On April 9, Prime Min-

Tehran and Washington would commit to
bringabout anIsrael-Hezbollah negotiation
within astipulated period.

Insum, all may notyet be lost.

The writer is visiting professor of International
Relations, Ashoka University, and emeritus
professor at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy, National University of Singapore



Lebanon, Israclhold h

Kareem Chehayeb
&Matthew Lee
Washington, April 14

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio calledita“historic oppor-
tunity,” but made clear that no
breakthrough agreement was
immediately expected.

Rubio said the Trump ad-
ministration is “very happy” to
be facilitating the discussions,
while noting “we understand
we'reworking against decades of
history and complexities” that
will not be quickly resolved.

Reuters adds: The Israeli
Ambassador to the US said that

talked about long-termvision for
aclearly delineated border.

disgbola
recttalks and was not renre-
d

llc Sroupappeare
Jostepupitsfirconnomhemls-

rael as the talks began. “But we
can beginto move forward with
aframework where something

can happen, something very
positive, something very per-
manent, so that the people of
Lebanon can have the kind of
future they deserve, and so that
the people of Israel can live
without fear,” Rubio said.

Rubio and US Ambassador
to the United Nations Mike
Waltz attended the opening of
the session at the State Depart-
ment that is being led by US
Ambassador to Lebanon Mi-
chellIssa, Israeli Ambassador to
the US Yechiel Leiterand Leba-
nese Ambassador to the US
Nada Hamadeh Moawad.

The Lebanese government

holﬁ "16(5 E\‘Vl“ “{WE [l]e WﬂY
to an end to the war. e Iran

hassetending the warsin Leba-
non and the region as a condi-
tion for talks with US, Lebanon
insists on representing itself.

Wafiq Safa, a high-ranking
member of the militantgroup’s
political council, told APthat it
will not abide by any agree-
ments made in the talks.

Hezbollah-allied politicians
hold two'Cabinet minister
positions, though the group's
tieschave soured with Leba-
non’s top political authorities,
who have been critical of Hez-
bellah’s decision to enter the
war lastmonth.

-

From left: Michael Needham, US State Department counselor, US envoy to the UN Mike Waltz, Secretary
of State Marco Rubio, US envoy to Lebanon Michel Issa, Lebanese envoy to the US NadaHamadeh
Moawad and Israeli envoy to the US Yechiel Leiter before the meeting in Washington on Tuesday. a

Associated Press
Betjing, April 14

THE LEADERS of China and
Spain on Tuesday pledged to

Xi said they should “jointly

China’s President Xi Jinping

during a reception for Spanish
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez
at the Great Hall of the

People.Sanchez agreed and
said Chinaand Spain “can con-
tribute to finding solutions to
the various trade tensions that
exist, to the geopolitical diffi-
culties and complexities of to-
day’s world, to the wars, to the
environmental and social chal-
lenges that afflict the world.”

Sanchezison his fourthtrip
injust over three years to the
world’s second-largest econ-
omy. Spain is looking to
strengthen political and com-
mercial ties.

Reuters
Washington, April 14

NOSHIPS have madeit pastaUS
naval blockade of Iran's ports
and coastal areas, and six mer-
chantships have followed orders
toturn back, theUS military said
on Tuesday, providing the first
details on a day-old effort or-
dered by President Donald
Trump after peace talks between
the USand Iran broke down.
The US military has said
that the blockade, which
started on Monday, would only
apply to ships going to or from
Iran, including all Iranian ports
on the Gulf and Gulf of Oman
“During the first 24 hours,
no ships made it past the US
blockade and six merchant
vessels complied with direction
from US forces to turn around
to re-enter an Iranian port on
the Gulf of Oman,” the US mili-
tary's Central Command said.
More than 10,000 US mili-
tary personnel and dozens of
aircraft were enforcing the
blockade, it said. “The block-
ade is being enforced impar-
tially against vessels of all na-
tions entering or departing
Iranian ports and coastal
areas,” the statement added.



China calls U.S. blockade

of Iran ports ‘dangerous’

Agen
BEIJING

France-Pr

with President Xi Jinping
vowing Beijing would play
a “constructive role” in
promoting peace in the
West Asia.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has threatened to
sink ships entering or leav-
ing Iranian ports and coas-
tal areas in the Gulf after
peace talks between Wash-
ington and Tehran failed
over the weekend.

The blockade came into
force at 1400 GMT on Mon-

“The U.S. increased mil-

itary deployments and
took a targeted blockade
action, which will only exa-
cerbate tensions and un-

Guo Jiakun

dermine the already fragile
ceasefire “agreement and
further jeopardise safety of
passage through the Strait
[of Hormuz],” Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesper-
son Guo Jiakun told a news
conference. “This is dange-
rous and irresponsible be-
haviour,” he added.

M. Trumi's blockade,

Tehran’s ambassador to
the United Nations called
Mr. Trump’s blockade a
“grave violation” of Iran’s
sovereignty.

Speaking publicly about
the war for the first time,

China also took a firm
stance on Tuesday against

Mr. Trump had said he




Modi, Trump discuss
need to keep Strait

of Hormuz secure

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
continued tension in the
Gulf region, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
held a conversation with
U.S. President Donald
Trump and discussed the
need for keeping the Strait
of Hormuz “open and se-
cure”. The telephone call

from Mr. Trump came
three days after the US.

and Iran held a round of

discussion in Islamabad to
resolve the crisis that start-
ed with the U.S. bombing

Iranian ‘targets in Tehran
on February 28.
“Received a call from
my friend President Do-
nald Trump. We reviewed
the substantial progress
achieved in our bilateral
cooperation in various sec-
tors. We are committed to

further strengthening our

Comprehensive Global
5 ic P Rinin al

areas. We also discussed
the situation in West Asia
and stressed the impor-
tance of keeping the Strait
of Hormuz open and se-
cure,” said Prime Minister
Modi in a post on X.



Trump turns on Melom, says heis ‘shocked’ by Italian leader

Reuters
Rome, April 14

ITALIAN PRIME Minister Gior-
gia Meloni lacks courage and
has let Washington down, US
President Donald Trump told
an Italian newspaper on Tues-
day, delivering a blunt public
rebuke to one of his closest
European allies.

Meloni had beenavociferous
supporterof Trump, butshe dis-
tanced herselffrom himafterhe
went to war with Iran in Febru-
ary, and on Monday she openly
criticised him for lashing out at

saultwas

Trump responded in an in-
terview with CorrieredellaSera,
saying Meloni was "very differ-
entfromwhatIthought"and de-
nouncing her for refusingtohelp
re-open the Strait of Hormuz,
which hasbeen blocked by Iran.

“I'm shocked by her. I
thought she had courage. I was
wrong,” hewasquoted assaying
in theItalian-language article.

The White Housedeclinedto
comment on the reported
quotes. Meloni's office also de-
clined to comment, but politi-

Popeleo.saylnghlsverbalas-
“unacceptable”.

Donald Trump with Italian PM
Giorgia Meloni at Mar-a-Lago in
Palm Beach, Florida. riLe

cians of all stripes rallied to her
defence;including Foreign Min-
ister AntonioTajani, head of the

coalition Forza Italiaparty. “We
are, and will remain, sincere
supportersof Western unity and
steadfast allies of the United
States, butthat unity is built on
loyalty, respect and mutual
frankness,” hesaid, applauding
Meloni fordenouncing Trump's
attack on the Pope. “On Pope
Leo XIV, she said exactly what
all of us Italian citizens think,”
headded inastatementonX.
Trump'scriticism marked a
dramatic change in tone to-
ward Meloni, the only Euro-
pean leader toattend hisinaug-
uration in 2025 and whom he

had hailed as “a great leader”

just one month ago. On Tues-
day, heaccused her of failingto
back US efforts to tackle Iran's

Gulf, saying she wanted
America “todothejob for her.”

Asked about hercondemna-
tion of his comments on Pope
Leo, hesaid, “Sheisthe onewho
is unacceptable, because she
does not carewhetherIranhasa
nuclearweapon and would blow
Italy up in two minutes if it had
thechance.”

The reprimand capped atu-

multuous month for Meloni,
who lost a crunch referendum
on judicial reform in March
and then saw her political ally
Viktor Orban ousted from
power in Hungary.

The US-Israeli war in the Gulf
threatenstoupend the economy
with surging energy costsand is
hugely unpopular with Italians.

Seeking to distance herself
fromthe conflict, Meloni refused
to let US fighters use an airbase
in Sicily for combat operations
inIran last month and on Tues-
day, she suspended a military
cooperation pact with Israel.



Ukraine & Germany to start work on
joint production of advanced drones

Associated Press
Berlin, April 14

UKRAINE AND Germany are
starting work on plans for the

odymyr Zelenskyy said Tues-
day, as Kyiv looks to scale up its
more than four-year fight
against Russia'sall-outinvasion.
“We have proposed to Ger-
many a bilateral drone deal
covering varioustypesofdrones,
missiles, software and modern
defence systems. Our teams are
starting concrete work,” Zelen-
skyy said at a joint news conférs
ence with Chancellor Eriedrich
Merz during a visit toBerlin:
Merz said that Germany's

US:led diplomatic efforts to
end Russia's war on its neigh-

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz (right) with Ukraine’s President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy in Berlin on Tuesday. reuters

beur have recently petered out
asthelran war grips the Trump
administration's attention, al-
though Tammy Bruce, the dep-
uty US ambassador to the
United Nations, told the UN Se-
curity Council on Monday that
Washington “will continue to
push for a negotiated and dur-
ableend” to the war.

A Kkey to unlocking that po-

tential lies in obtaining a prom-
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Multilateral agency’s FY27 growth
forecast is lower than RBI's 6.9%

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, April 14

THE INTERNATIONAL Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) on Tuesday said

India, meanwhile, received a

inJanuary.

“Absent the war, global
growthwould have been revised
upward. Indeed, forecasts based
on pre-conflict assumptions
would have shown a slight up-
ward revision of 2026 growth rel-
ative to the January WEO Up-
date, by 0.1 percentage point(10
bps), to 34%,” the IMF said in its
flagship World EconomieQut-
look report.

“Hence, the downward revi-
sion for 2026 largely reflectsthe
disruptions from the conflict in
the Middlé Eastypartly offset by

carryover from recent strong
data and reduced tariff rates,” it
said, addingthat risks “are firmly
onthe downside”.

Therelease of the World Eco-
nomic Outlook report comes
amid the IMF and World Bank
Group’s Spring Meetings in
Washington DC, US. The meet-
ings, which began on Monday,
will end on Saturday.

In January,the IMF had pre-
dicted global inflationtoaverage
3.8% and 34% in2026 and 2027,
respectively. On Tuesday, it
warned that'central banks
should«be “prepared to act
clearly and decisively” as per
their mandates and “guard
against prolonged supply shocks
destabilising inflation expecta-
tions”. Therise in energy prices
and fuel shortages due to Iran’s
closure of the Strait of Hormuz
and the hit to Gulf nations’ en-
ergy infrastructure is leading to

b/

IMF cuts global srowth forecast,

70
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higher inflation globally and
hurting growth. India’s GDP,
meanwhile, is seen growing
6.5% in both FY27 and FY28.

This is slightly higher than
the IMF’s January forecast of
64% for both the years, but lower
thanthe RBI’s projection of 6.9%
for the current fiscal.

The marginal upward revi-
sion for India comes after
stronger-than-expected growth
in 2025, with the economy ex-
pandingby84%and 7.8% inthe
final two quarters of the year.

The IMF sees the fall in US
tariffs for Indiato 10% from 50%

outweighingtheadverseimpact
oftheconflict. Meanwhile, infla-
tion is likely to average 4.7% in
FY27 and 4% in FY28. This is
broadly inline withthe RBI'sex-
pectation of 4.6% for this year.

The IMF said Tuesday that its

ered ‘adverse’ and “severe” case
scenarios. In the “adverse” sce-

nario— which assumes a crude
oil price of around $100/bbl in
2026and $75/bblin2027 among
other variables — global growth
is seen falling to 2.5% this year
and to 3% in 2027.

The “severe” case scenario

e e

assumes.a crude oil price of
around $110/bbl in 2026 and
in . This would lead

W Wi i 0
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close call for a global recession”.
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