States can reap bepeﬁts of

Modi reiterates that Sig

SN0 calls ghe

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday sought to

reach out to women voters
in West Bengal, stating that

Addressing a public
meeting in Cooch Behar,
Mr. Modi said it was neces-
sary to increase the role of
women in decision-making
for the country. “There-

Our government has enact-

He added that ensuring
reservation for women was
the responsibility of all par-
ties and. urged them to
cooperate on the issue.

Mr. Modi reiterated that

-
Behar, I once again assure

all States that the good
work done in population

Warm welcome: Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated by

Union Minister Sukanta Majumdar in Cooch Behar on Sunday. PTI

control will not result in
any loss in seats, Everyone
will benefit...;” he said.

Mr. Modisaid that the

Women voters are cru-

cial to the outcome of the
2026 West Bengal Assemb-
ly election. The BJP has
been trying to win them
over by raising issues of
crimes against women,
particularly by fielding the
mother of the doctor who
was raped and killed at
R.G. Kar Hospital in August
2024.

The Prime Minister also
referred to the alleged
atrocities on women at
Sandeshkhali and said,
“On one side are the cries
of sisters and daughters
subjected to brutal atroci-
ties, like those in San-
deshkhali. On the other
side is Modi’s guarantee of
security, dignity and em-
powerment for women.”

Trinamool Congress MP
Sagarika Ghose accused
the saffron party of hypo-
crisy on women'’s issues.
“Shri @narendramodi is
speaking about the Wo-
men’s Reservation Bill and
‘nari shakti’. Modi insults
women leaders; he has in-
sulted Bengal CM @Mama-
taOfficial with his ‘Didi oh
didi’ taunts, @BJP4India
has garlanded those con-

victed of rape and given
tickets to those accused of
sexual assault. @BJP4India
and Modi are anti-woman
to the core; their hypocrisy
on women’s representa-
tion is glaring,” she said in
a social media post.

‘Maha jungle raj’
Highlighting the gherao of
seven judicial officers in
Malda’s Mothabari on April
1, Mr. Modi described
the incident as a reflection
of “Trinamool Congress-
sponsored maha jungle
raj”.

He said the Trinamool
government does not give
much importance to any

constitutional institu-
tion, and the Malda inci-
dent was a reflection
of that.

“The law-abiding citi-
zens were shocked by
the way judicial offi-
cials were held hostage.
What kind of a govern-
ment is this, where even
judges are not safe? How
can you expect the safety
of common people from
such a government... ,” Mr.
Modi said.

Thirty-five persons have
been arrested in connec-
tion with the
incident, and the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
has taken over the probe.



Parliament. savs Akhilesh

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party chief Ak-
hilesh Yadav on Sunday
questioned the basis of the
proposed women'’s reser-

In a post on X, Mr. Yadav

‘Wrong mathematics’

“The basis of reservation is
one-third of total seats,
which is purely a mathe-
matical issue depending
on numbers. Numbers, in
turn, must be derived from
population data, and that
comes from a census. If old
2011 data is used to deter-

W

Conduct fresh census before

Akhilesh-Yadav argued that the women’s reservation framework is
flawed ifit relies on outdated population figures. FILE PHOTO

mine the women’s popula-
tion, the very foundation
of the reservation becomes
incorrect,” he said.

Using a metaphor, the
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister asked if the “foun-
dation itself is faulty, how
can a proper outcome be
expected.”

Accusing the ruling BJP
and its allies of attempting
to “mislead” women, Mr.
Yadav reiterated his party’s
demand for conducting a
fresh census before imple-
menting women’s reserva-

tion. “Our primary objec-
tion is that a census must
be conducted first, and on-
ly then should the issue of
women’s reservation be ta-
ken up.”




Congress slams PM

Mﬂﬂmng.wnle

over delimitation

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Congress launched a
scathing attack on the Mo-
di government on Sunday

‘I

The Opposition party al-
so alleged that Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi was

In a post on X, Congress
general secretary in-charge
of communications Jairam
Ramesh said, “The PM is
up to his usual tricks of
making misleading state-
ments that are meant to
deceive. He says South In-

number of seats of each
state in the Lok Sabha is al-
so increased by 50%.”
“This is hoodwinking
the people of the country
in which the PM-has un-
ique expertise,” he said.
For example, the diffe-

said. Similarly, the diffe-

Congress MP P. Chidam-
baram said the proposal to

-
-
“ n ¢ 1.

The proposal to in

their population,” Mr. Chi-
dambaram said.



Ladakh tourism body calls for

Stakeholders flag ‘pressure from vested interests seeking to enter, dominate tourism sector in UT,,

call for securing jobs, businesses of residents; Wangchuk stresses need for a ‘middle-path’ solution

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

released climate activist

Sonam Wangchuk received
a warm welcome in La-
dakh’s Kargil district dur-
ing his ongoing tour.

“Any concerns regard-
ing the impact of external
investments: whether di-
rect, indirect, declared, or
otherwise; should be ad-
dressed through lawful
means, dialogue, and coor-
dinated representation by
local communities, trade
bodies, and associations,”
read the resolution adopt-
ed by the Ladakh Tourist
Trade Alliance (LTTA), an

Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk at a press conference in Kargil

on Sunday. PTI

amalgam of 14 Leh-based
organisations.
“In_recent years, there

solution stated.

It flagged a “serious
threat not only to the fra-
gile environment but also
to the limited economic
opportunities available to
the local population”.

“The livelihoods, entre-
preneurial opportunities,
and economic interests of
the local population shall
be protected and priori-
tized through policy advo-
cacy, community-led initia-
tives, and responsible
tourism practices,” read
the resolution.

First visit since release

The day also saw Mr. Wang-
chuk visiting Kargil for the
first time since his release
on March 14 this year. The

climate activist spent near-
ly six months in detention
in Jodhpur jail under the
National Security Act, fol-
lowing street protests in
Leh last year demanding
statehood and Sixth Sche-
dule status for Ladakh.

“Ladakhis were de-
scribed as ‘anti-nationals’,
which is baseless. People
of Ladakh are deeply pa-
triotic and are only seeking
constitutional safeguards
and protection for their
land, culture and environ-
ment,” he said. He spoke
about the need for unity
among Muslims and Budd-
hists in Ladakh in their
joint struggle and ex-
pressed hope for a “con-
structive and meaningful
discussion” between the
Centre and the UT’s repre-
sentative. “There is a need
for an open-minded dia-
logue with the Centre for a
middle-path solution,” said
the climate activist.



Indian-flagged ship with
15400 tonnes of LPG sails
out of Strait of Hormuz

Debayan Tewari

CHENNAI

Liquefied petroleum gas
tanker Green Asha crossed
the Strait of Hormuz on
Sunday. The Indian-flagged
vessel is carrying 15,400
tonnes of LPG.

Green Asha is the eighth
LbC carrier under the In-
dian flag that has exited the
TaTy Shut Dy Tran ever
since the U.S. and Israel at-
tacked the country on Fe-
bruary 28, triggering a glo-
bal oil crisis.

According to. marine-
traffic.com, the tanker left
the Al Rams port in the Un-
ited Arab Emirates on
March-30 and was sailing
at a speed of 12.8 knots
(23.7 km per hour). It
sailed close to the Iran
coast, transiting between
Larak, Hormuz, and
Qeshm islands.

Another LPG tanker,
Jag Vikram, carrying
around 20,000
tonnes of LPG, is
stranded in the Gulf

Green Asha is owned by
MOL India Private Limited.

Accordingto..sources,
the ship was chartered by
Bharat Petroleum Corpora-
tion Limited and was origi-
nally intended for Jawahar-
lal"Nehru Port Trust in
Mumbai.

On Saturday, the go-
vernment had said that
Green Sanvi, carrying
46,650 tonnes of LPG with
25 seafarers aboard, had
transited the strait.

On March 19, The Hindu
had reported that the go-
vernment had identified 22
India-bound vessels in the
Persian Gulf for evacuation
through the Strait of Hor-

muz. Of these, 20 vessels
were critical to India’s
energy needs.

Three more foreign-
flagged vessels cumulative-
ly carrying 87,000 tonnes
of LPG are awaiting a safe
passage from the strait.

On Sunday, the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural
Gas said 17 India-flagged
vessels, with 460 Indian
seafarers aboard, remain
in the western Persian Gulf
region. The government
said that “DG Shipping, in
coordination with ship
owners, RPSL agencies
and Indian Missions, (is)
actively monitoring the
situation”.

The Shipping Ministry
has taken steps to “safe-
guard Indian vessels and
seafarers operating in the
region” and all Indian sai-
lors stuck in the conflict
zone are safe with “no inci-
dent involving Indian-
flagged vessels” reported
in the past 24 hours, the
government said.



NEW DELHI

At the New Delhi railway
station, hundreds of mi-
grant workers can be seen
returning to their native
places in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh from Delhi owing
to delays in deliveries and
higher prices in the black
market for LPG cylinders.

‘Was using firewood’

Anju Kumari, a resident of
Kapashera in Delhi and a
native of Patna, said she

|

“Our landlord allowed
us to use firewood, unlike
many others. But if there is
no work, why would we
stay?” she said.

Several migrants  that
The Hindu spoke to said
the village offers an-option

Passengers at the New Delhi railway Station. SHRIMANSI KAUSHIK

A similar sentiment was
shared by Sushila Devi, ac-
companied by her two
sons and a daughter-in-
law, who was leaving for
her native village in Azam-

garh afterjust a year in Del-
hic " “I have eight family
members. We all work in a
toy factory in Jahangirpuri.
The expense on LPG has
increased significantly. We
have been eating out for
the past week,” she said.
She was uncertain if they
would come back.

‘Taking parents back’
Manoj Kumar from Hajipur
had recently brought his
parents to Delhi after buy-
ing a house in Haiderpur.
Working in an IT com-
pany in north-west Delhi’s
Rohini and living in a joint
family, a single cylinder
connection was not suffi-
cient for a family of 10.

This is not working out for
us, so the parents have de-
cided to go back,” he said.
Migrant workers said the
LPG crisis has seen the re-
turn of tandoors and kero-
sene stoves while alterna-
tives such as electric
cookers and induction
stoves remain expensive.
According to vendors at
the automatic ticket vend-

others bound for cities and
towns in Haryana, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha, and the southern
States,” an official said.



How has China diversified its energy sources and consumption patterns to strengthen energy security?

WORLD INSIGHT

Avinash Godbole

s the Israel-US war on Iran has
meandered on, India has faced
the shortage of liquified
petroleum gas (LPG) and
experienced a social panic over the
possible shortage of petrol and diesel.

IS

answer to that question lies in what China
has done in the past two decades and

current i

How did it tackle the Malacca
dilemma?
About 15 years ago, China’s concerns over

combination of China’s oil reserves and

China’s second a ch to reducing
the dependence on the Malacca strait was

build pielines to iL;
from Central Asia and Russia. If the straits
were a geopolitical challenge, its stable
relations with its Central Asian
neighbours made the geography an
opportunity.

pipelines, including an estimated
900,000 barrels per day from Russia.
Consider that against the failed attempts
stablish the Iran-Pakistan-India and
enistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-
'TAPI) pipelines, which have been

stalled for a combination of reasons. On
the other hand, China’s national oil
companies like Sinopec, CNPC and
CNOOC, have traditionally had deeper
pockets and China has been an active

‘Whatare China’s climate and energy
strategies?

For its part, China joined hands with
India, South Africa, and Brazil, to protect
their carbon space, forming the BASIC
bloc during the early days of global
climate change negotiations.

However, it also used its status as the
world’s largest polluter and managed to
get the US-China Ten-Year Framework
Cooperation on Energy and Environment,
in June 2008, before it agreed to any
commitments under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC). This cooperation and
the subsequent knowledge and
technology transfer led to the success of
the Paris Climate Accord and allowed

Along with this, China has also faced a

also worked to undertake energy
transition plans and address the air

task forces and bureaucratic restructuring
initiatives.

How did EVs help lower oil demand?
China’s role as a large middle-class
economy also matters. China i

contributed to their popularity. Thi

Is economic slowdown a factor?

nearly stalled and it means that sectors
such as cement, iron and steel and others
are not doing well too. China’s role as the
world’s factory is changing gradually
compared to how it was a decade ago,
and it has been a good thing for its energy
demand.

To sum it up, a combination of

wppokLilics, plodclive sbategies il
strategic and status concerns have helped
B
Crisis.

(Avinash Godbole is a Professor and
Associate Academic Dean, JSLH, JGU. Views
expressed are personal)



Iran attacks energy infrastructure
across UAE, Bahrain, and Kuwait

Iranian drones strike Kuwaiti oil and petrochemical facilities, igniting fires and causing ‘severe’ damage; two Kuwaiti power

Agence France-Presse
DUBAI

ritical  infrastruc-
ture across the Gulf
came under attack

from Iran on Sunday, with
damage reported at civi-
lian facilities in the United
Arab Emirates,
and Kuwait.

Bahrain

Iran has targeted energy
and other industrial infras-
tructure in the oil-rich Gulf

Material damage: The impact of a fire caused by a drone attack on
a building of the'Kuwait Petroleum Corporation on Sunday. AFp

Iranian
drones on Sunday resulted

Attacks by

in “severe” damage to Ku-
waiti oil and petrochemical
facilities, the state petro-
leum company said.

The Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation said a number

of facilities of its subsidiary
Petrochemical Industries
Company were targeted in
the attack which “resulted
in the outbreak of fires at
several of these facilities
and caused severe material
damage”.

Earlier, Kuwait’s Elec-
tricity and Water Ministry
said two power and water
desalination plants were
damaged by a drone attack
from Iran, causing “signifi-
cant material damage and
the shutdown of two elec-
tricity generating units”.

In Kuwait City, the Fi-
nance Ministry said an Ira-
nian drone attack caused
“extensive” damage to a
government building, but
“no human casualties were

" from drone attacks; fire breaks out at petrochemical plant in UAE

recorded”. Earlier, authori-
ties in Abu Dhabi said they
were battling fires at a pe-
trochemical plant in Ru-
wais Industrial City on the
UAE’s northwest coast.

“Operations at the facili-
ty have been immediately
suspended while damage
is assessed. No injuries
have been reported,” Gulf
emirate’s media office said
after the UAE’s Defence Mi-
nistry earlier said it was
responding to missile and
drone attacks.

Bahrain’s Gulf Petro-
chemical Industries Com-
pany said a fire at its oper-
ating units after an Iranian
drone attack was brought
under control. No injuries
were reported.




Israel resumes strikes on
Lebanon, killing at least 11

F
i

Agence France-Presse
BEIRUT

Israeli strikes on south Bei-
rut and its suburbs killed at
least four persons on Sun-
day, a day after Israel
threatened to hit Leba-
non’s main border crossing
with Syria, forcing it to
close.

The Israeli military also
carried out deadly attacks
on Lebanon’s south, one of
which killed seven per-
sons, including a family of
SIX.
Hezbollah on Sunday
claimed to have
cruise missile at

warship off , but
the Israeli mili said it
was “not f such an
inciden

One of Israel’s strikes in
Beirut-on Sunday killed at
least four persons and
wounded 39 in the Jnah

3

Wiped out: People gather as rescuers work at the site of an Israeli
strike.inthe Jnah area in Beirut, Lebanon, on Sunday. REUTERS

neighbourhood, the Leba-
nese Health Ministry said.
It landed about 100 metres
away from a public hospi-
tal, a medical source said.
Another attack struck a
building elsewhere in Jnah
that the Israeli military had
warned it would target.
Meanwhile, Lebanese
President Joseph Aoun reit-
erated on Sunday a call for

negotiations with Israel,
saying he wanted to spare
his country’s south from
destruction on the scale
seen in Gaza. “It is true
that Israel might want to
do in southern Lebanon
what it did in Gaza,” Mr.
Aoun said in a televised ad-
dress, after Israel launched
air strikes and a ground of-
fensive against Hezbollah.



Water sharing, visa likely on

d

OSSOSO : 1y clected BNP gov.

indicates more willingness to negotiate water sharing treaty renewal, com

ared with interim govt.

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

plomatic sources.

This will be the first visit
by a Bangladeshi Foreign
Minister since the fall of
Sheikh Hasina’s govern-
ment in Dhaka on August
5, 2024 pushed bilateral re-
lations downhill.

The Bangladeshi Fo-
reign Ministry held inter-
nal meetings on Sunday in
preparation for the visit,
which is likely to take place
on April 7 and 8, sources
said.

Ganga treaty

Indian offici itisim-
port gt-tr‘ack nego-
tiatioa%l the Ganga
water t of 1996, not-
ing that subcommittees
constituted for this pur-
pose did not make much
progress during the 15-
month tenure of Dhaka’s
interim government head-
ed by chief adviser Mu-

Bangladesh Foreign Minister Khalilur Rahman, right, with Indian
High CommissionerPranay Verma in Dhaka on February 22. AnI

hammad Yunus: The new-
ly elected government of
Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman, who was sworn
in to office on February 17,
has, however, indicated
that it is willing to take the
dialogue forward and con-
clude negotiations ahead
of December 2026, the
deadline for treaty
renewal.

Bangladesh Water re-
sources Minister Shahid
Uddin Choudhury Anee
said on April 1 that the
technical committee on
the subject has started its
work in Dhaka. Bangla-
deshi diplomatic sources

i RS

stood that both New Delhi
and Dhaka are walking a

Mr. Rahman’s visit also
indicates New Delhi’s wil-

lingness to engage with an
elected government in
Dhaka. Mr. Rahman, who
served as the National Se-
curity Adviser under Mr.
Yunus, is one of the few of-
ficials of the interim go-
vernment who managed to
retain significant positions
in the elected government

of the Bangladesh Nation-
alist Party (BNP).

being organised by the In-
dia Foundation, in associa-
tion with the External Af-

fairs Ministry and the
government of Mauritius.
Official sources, however,
have indicated that during
his stay in Delhi, Mr. Rah-
man will meet his counter-
part, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar, and
other senior officials, se-
nior editors, and Delhi-
based diplomats.

The war in West Asia
and the resultant energy
insecurity that has
emerged as a major chal-
lenge for the Tarique Rah-
man government is one of
the issues that is expected
to feature prominently in
talks as well.Bangladeshi
diplomats have also high-
lighted the need to normal-
ise the Indian visa process
for Bangladeshi tourists
and business people as a
high priority for Dhaka.



Taiwan Opposition
leader Cheng on a
‘peace’ visit to China

Agence France-Presse
TAIPEI

Taiwan’s main Opposition

Beijing expected to use the

--

Cheng Li-wunI who will
become ‘the first sitting

wants to meet Chinese Pre-

Taiwanese officials and
experts, however, say Mr.

|

The KMT has long
advocated for closer
relations with China,
which claims Taiwan
is part of its territory

The KMT leader faces
deepening divisions inside
her party over how to
counter China’s military
threats.



Strait 'deadline’ looms,
Jaishankar talks toIran

counterpart AragEani

Shubhajit Roy Seyed Abbas Araghchi called
New Delhi, April 5 up Jaishankar and they dis-

“/~eussed the “present situation”.
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Minister “Received a call from For-

S Jaishankar spoke to thefor- eign Minister @araghchi of
' InI Iran. Discussed the present
situation,” Jaishankar posted
on X, after the call.

According to the Iranian
embassy, “Seyed Abbas
@araghchi, Foreign Minister of
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
[ran’s Foreign Minister »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




Strait ‘'deadline’ looms,
Jaishankar talks to

Iran’s Araghchi

held a phone conversation with
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
@DrSJaishankar, India’s Min-
ister of External Affairs, discuss-
ing bilateral relations as well as
regional and international de-
velopments.” This was their
sixth phone conversation since
the war started on February 28.
After his phone conversation
with UAE Foreign Minister Ab-
dullah binZayed Al Nahyan; Jai-
shankar said, “Discusséd the
evolving situation in West Asia
with DPM & FM@ABZayed of

UAE.

UAE en facing attacks
from rethan2,500in
the form of missile and drone

in the last five weeks of
the US-Israel war on the Islamic
Republic.

Jaishankar also spoke to Qa-
tar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Thani. He posted:
“Had a telecon on the ongoing

conflict with PM & FM
@MBA_AlThani_of Qatar this
evening”. Qatarto0 had faced
Iranian attacks.due to the pres-
ence ofthe American military in
the country.

Jaishankar has spokentothe
foreign ministers of both UAE
and Qatar at least twice in the
past one month.

Delhi is engaging with the
stakeholders as President
Trump on Sunday escalated his
threats to bomb Iranian power
plants within the next two days.

Jaishankar’se

ngagementon
Sundavy is part of Delhi’s efforts
tomitigatetheim actofthewar
m‘\' ¢

situation.




TRUMP’S TUESDAY ULTIMATUM ON HORMUZ APPROACHES

USrescues airman:

Tmmngwmnmuc
drops thef-bomb

Officer hidin
mountain crevice
asUSandIran
forces fought to
gettohim

Phil Stewart
& Menna AlaaEIDin

Washington, Cairo, April 5

Trump announced-the res-
cue in the early hours of Sunday
in a socialaneédia post that de-
scribedsthe\operation in a
mountainous area as “one of
the mostdaring” such missions
in US history.

In another post, laden with
expletives, Trump repeated a
demand that Iran open the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

An image on IRGC's website shows what state media claimed was
the site of a downed American transport plane and two helicopters
involved in rescue ops, in Isfahan. reuters MORE REPORTS, P 9,14

Stralt ‘deadl

Abbas Araghchi callec
Jaishankar and t dis
cussed the “presengituation”

“Received gAall from For
eign Minig#r @araghchi o
Iran. PD#Scussed the presen
sig#tion,” Jaishankar postec

n X, after the call.

According to the Iraniar
embassy, “Seyed Abba:
@araghchi, Foreign Ministero
the Islamic Republic of Iran
»CONTINUED ON PAGE:

nday as US
onald Trump

Iran’s Foreign Minister



Strait of Hormuz. “Tuesday
will be Power Plant Day, and
Bridge Day, all wrapped up in

Inaninterview to The Wall
Street Journal on Sunday,
Trump said his deadline for
Iran to open the Strait of Hor-
muz or face attacks on
critical infrastructure is Tues-
day evening.

the Journal. Trump later
posted on social media, with-
out mentioning Iran or any
other details: “Tuesday, 8:00
P.M. Eastern Time!”

In a completely different
vein, while talking to Fox News,
Trump said that Iranwas ne-
gotiating, with a deal possible
by Monday.

The extraction

The US airman's extraction
followed a frantic search-and-
rescue operation as Iran also
promised a reward for anyone
who turned in an “enemy
pilot.”

A US official said the.oper-
ation, which Israel said it had
assisted, involved/dozens of
military aircraft .and en-
countered fiérce. resistance
from Iranian forces.

A senior administration of-
ficial in Washington said the
rescéue had involved a CIA de-
ception campaign spreading
word inside Iran that US forces
had already found the Mmiss-
ing airman and were moving
him on the ground for exfiltra-
tion out of the country.

Iran said several US aircraft
were destroyed during the op-

eration, including two military
transport planes and two Black
Hawk helicopters. Footage
posted onsocial media showed
burned-out aircraft wreckage,
which Reuters verified'wasin
the area.

Iran hitsback

The Speaker of Iran's Parlia-
ment, Mohammad Baqger Qali-

Iran’s military joint com-
mand on Sunday warned of
stepping up retaliatory attacks
on regional oil and civilian in-
frastructure ifthe US and Israel
attacked such targets in the Is-
lamic Republic, according to
statetelevision. “We once again
repeat: if you commit aggres-
sionagainand strike civilian fa-

cilities,our responses will be
mote forceful,” a spokesman
said incomments run by IRNA

news agency.
On Sunday, Tehran hit
petrochemicals plants in

Bahrain and Abu Dhabi. These
followed similar attacks on oil
facilities, a major aluminium
plant and petrochemical sites
in recent days. Iran also at-
tacked an Israel-affiliated
vessel with adrone in the Strait,
setting the ship on fire.

nesses across the globe.
Putting pressure on Iran, a
senior Israeli defence official
said that Israel was preparingto
attack Iranian energy facilities
next week and was awaiting US
approval.
-REUTERS, WITHAP INPUTS



KHERA, GOGOI ALLEGE ‘RINIKI BHUYAN SARMA’ HAS ASSETS IN UAE AND U.S.

Himantasays will file defamation suit
as Cong claims wife has 3 passports

Express News Service
Guwahati, April 5

THE CONGRESS on Sunday al-
leged that Riniki Bhuyan
Sharma, the wife of Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma,

Sarma said he and his wife
would file defamation cases
against Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera who made the
allegations ata pressconference
in Delhi.

“We want to know how the
Chief Minister, whose entire
politics revolves around hatred
against Muslims, how his own
wife keeps passportsoftwoMus-
lim countries, and Antigua &
Barbuda... We want to kno
RinikiBhuyan Sarma
anIndian passport? Ho
Indian national
ports from i -
tries?” asked Kh

Assam Congress president Gaurav Gogoi with'senior leader Pawan Khera at a press conference; (R) Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma
interacts with supporters during an election campaign, in Guwahati on Sunday. 1

He also alleged there were
properties in her name in the
UAE and a company registered

Dismissing the allegations,
CM Sarma said, “These are ma-
licious, fabricated and politically
motivated liesaimed at mislead-
ing thepeople of Assam. My wife
andIwill be filing both criminal
and civil defamation cases
within the next48 hoursagainst
Shri Pawan Khera. He will be
held fully accountable for his
reckless and defamatory state-
ments... Oncethe truth is estab-
lished in a court of law, Shri

Pawan Khera will face the con-
sequences of hisactions...”
Sarma_also _pointed to

Riniki, a businesswoman,
owns Assam’s largest media
house and other ventures, in-
cluding aschool and a resort.

his wife's official surname is

Later in the evening, Khera
and Gaurav Gogoi asked Sarma
to answer three questions on
whether his family has proper-
tiesand companies abroad.
The questions were asked at
apress conference in Guwahati,
hours after Sarma’s threat of
defamation case against Khera.

The Congress leaders asked the
Assam CM whether his wife or
family owns property in Dubai,
has companies in Wyoming in
the USA, or has placed their as-
setsinshell companies.

said Sarma has accused him of

not divulging his wife's alleged
bank accounts in Pakistan, ad-
ding, “Ican putmy hand onthe
Bhagwad Gita and say that this
isnottrue;can hedo thesame?”
WITHINPUTS FROMPTI



Moody’s cuts
India growth

forecastto 6%

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, April 5

MOODY’'S RATINGS has
trimmed India’s growth out
look for the current fiscal year
to 6% from 6.8% estimated ear
lier, flagging rising risks from

the ongoing conflict in West
Asia.

Itisto bg notgd that Gold-
man Sachs has also turned

more cautious, NEEEEEEGEG_:
2026 forecast to 5.9% from 79
before the conflict.

In contrast, HEER -

Ings has taken a more opti-
WISUC VISW 1ISIng LS DIOIeC-
tinnchvANhacie nnintelhnelte
. The divergence

reflects the high'degree of un-

certainty surrounding the dur-
ationand intensitv ofthe crisis.

In s latest credit assess-
mentreported by PTI, Moody's

pn the region for energy
supplies as a kev vulnerabilitv.
West Asia accounts for roughl
55% of the countrv’s crude of

f

imports and more than 90% o
its liquefied petroleum ga
(LPG) needs.

Any prolonged disruption,
particularly in LPG shipments,

could translate into near-term

shortages for houscholds.
pushing up cooking fuel and
transport costs.

The impact could also
spill over into food prices. giver
[ndia’s dependence on im
ported fertilisers

While inflation remains
within manageable levels for

now, the risks are clearly
skewed upward. FE



Associated Press
Houston, April 5

distance record.Launched last

That will make them our

Their roughly six- hour

preceded them.

A total solaneclipse also
awaits them as themoon blocks
the sun, exposing snippets of
shimmering corona.”We’ll get
eyes on the moon, kind of map
it out and then continue to go
backin force,” said flight direc-
tor Judd Frieling.

The goal is a moon base re-

Artemis |l astronauts (from left) Reid Wiseman, Jeremy Hansen,
ChristinaKoch and Victor Glover en route to the moon. ap

pléete. with landers, rovers,
dronesand habitats.Alook at Ar-
témis II's up-close and personal
brush with another world —our
constant companion, the moon.

Artemis II's astronauts are
following the same figure-eight
path since they are neither or-
biting the moon norlandingon
it. But their distance from Earth

should exceed Apollo 13’s by
about 4,000 miles (, 6400 kilo-
meters). Artemis II's Christina
Koch said late last week that she
and hercrewmatesdon'tliveon
superlatives, but it’s an impor-
tant milestone “that people can
understand and wrap their
headsaround,” mergingthe past
withthe presentand eventhe fu-
ture when new records are set.




