All States will benefit from
proposed delimitation: PM

Modi seeks to address concerns over the exercise for the first time; government intends to provide

definitive guarantee in Parliament, Prime Minister says at a campaign rally in poll-bound Kerala

Varghese K. George

THIRUVALLA

Mr.‘Modi was respond-
ing for the first time to con-
cerns that States that have
stabilised their popula-
tions would have their re-

Allaying concerns: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP candidates at a roadshow as part of the
campaign for the Kerala Assembly election in Thiruvananthapuram on Saturday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

presentation in the Lok
Sabha reduced after delim-
itation. The Prime Minister
said the government want-
ed to address these con-
cerns.

are spreading misinforma-

tion, claiming that because

their population growth
has slowed, their parlia-
mentary seat allocation
will be reduced. We intend
to provide a definitive gua-
rantee regarding this mat-
ter in Parliament during
this session. We wish to
formally seal this assu-
rance through legislation —

ensuring that in no State

will the number of Lok

Sabha seats be reduced,”
he said.

Mr. Modi, however, did
not specify whether he was
referring to the absolute
number of seats of indivi-
dual States or their respec-
tive proportion.
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Mamata dares Shah to speak
to people deleted from rolls

Bengal Chief Minister says culprits behind the violence in Malda have escaped and officers were

harassing people in the name of investigation; alleges BJP has stripped citizens of voting rights

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

est Bengal
w Chief Minister
Mamata Baner-

jee on Saturday challenged
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah to hold a meeting
with people whose names
have been deleted from the
electoral rolls in Malda

district.

Trinamool Congress chair-
person said, addressing a
public gathering in Malda.
Mr. Shah had recently
accompanied - BJP candi-
dates, during nomination
filing from Bhabanipur and
said that he would spend 15

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee campaigning for Trinamool
candidates during a rally in Malda district on Saturday. PTI

Court

Supreme
down heavily on the prot-
esters, calling it a “brazen
attempt” to browbeat offic-
ers and a challenge to the
authority of the top court.
About 60 lakh names

came

have been sent for adjudi-
cation, with a deletion rate
of about 40%. More than
63 lakh names have alrea-
dy _bee

electoral rolls of the State.

The prime accused in
the gherao, Moffakkerul Is-
lam, a lawyer who had con-
tested the 2021 election on
AIMIM ticket, was arrested
by the West Bengal Police.
Thirty-four others were ar-
rested before the case was
handed over to the Nation-
al Investigation Agency
(NIA).
Speaking at the meet-
ing, the Chief Minister said,

Claiming that the BJP
had taken away people’s
voting rights, Ms. Banerjee
said, “Tomorrow, they will
take away your land and
language. Meat, fish and
eggs are not allowed to be
eaten in BJP-ruled States.”

“I know many people
who voted for the BJP pre-
viously will not vote for
them this time. They un-
derstand that Bengal is be-
ing humiliated. Several
members of their families,
too, have lost voting
rights...,” she said.

The Chief Minister said
some members of her fa-
mily had also been deleted
from the voting list and
asked, “Are we all
infiltrators?”

Urging voters in Malda
to support her party, the
Chief Minister said people
of the constituency voted
for the Congress and the
BJP in the past. “You voted
for the Congress and the
BJP in the Lok Sabha. If you
vote for them in the up-
coming polls, then who
will fight for your voting
rights?” she asked.



What are the concerns

fled

/

How does the Home Ministry regulate foreign donations to NGOs in India? What are the key

changes proposed to the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026? Why has the
Opposition objected to the Bill and why was the Bill deferred? What is its current status?

Vijaita Sin;

The story so far:
he Central government proposed to
introduce the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026
during the Budget Session of
Parliament, which concluded on April 2. The Bill
seeks to amend the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010, under which registration
is mandatory for non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) and associations to receive
foreign funds or donations. It was introduced in
the Lok Sabha on March 25; however, following
an uproar by Opposition parties, its discussion
and passage were deferred.

According to the statement of objects and
reasons, around 16,000 associations are
registered under the FCRA and receive
approximately 322,000 crore annually. The Act
regulates the acceptance and utilisation of

The Catholic
Bishops’
Conference
of India said
the Bill
amounts to
executive
overreach
and that it
could unduly
interfere with
minority
institutions
and civil
society

Opposition MPs demanding the withdrawal of the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, during the Budget Session of Parliament,
in New Delhi. ANI

foreign contributions to ensure that such inflows
do not adversely affect national interest, public
order, or national security.

What are the key changes proposed?

One of the key changes proposed in the Bill is
the appointment of a ‘designated authority’ to
take over, manage, or dispose of assets created
from foreign funds when an NGO’s FCRA
registration is suspended, cancelled, or not
renewed. This authority will have the powers of
a civil court and can order the transfer or sale of
assets owned by NGOs to either the government
or any other body. The 2010 Act provided for
regulation of foreign fund flows, but lacked a
statutory framework for managing assets created
from such funds. The government said that
Section 15 of the Act provides for vesting of
assets, but the absence of a comprehensive
framework for the supervision, management,
and disposal of such assets has led to
administrative uncertainty and scope for
misuse.

Another proposed amendment broadens the
definition of an NGO’s ‘key functionary’ beyond
office bearers and directors to include trustees,
partners, the Karta of a Hindu undivided family,
governing body members, or anyone controlling
or managing the organisation, and makes them
liable for FCRA offences unless they can prove
lack of knowledge or due diligence.

What are the other changes proposed?

The Bill seeks to amend Section 43 of the parent
Act to require any law enforcement agency or
State government to obtain prior approval from
the Central government before initiating
investigations into FCRA-related complaints.

It also proposes timelines for the receipt and
utilisation of foreign contributions under the
‘prior permission’ category (one-time receipt of
funds), and provides for automatic cessation of
certificates upon expiry or non-renewal.

over the FCRA Bill?

The Bill proposes to reduce the maximum
imprisonment for FCRA offences from five years
to one year. It also proposes fixed timelines for
the utilisation of foreign funds received under
the ‘prior permission’ category unlike the
open-ended provision under the 2010 Act.

How does the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) regulate foreign donations in India?
The MHA regulates foreign donations in the
country through the FCRA to ensure that such
funds do not adversely affect the country’s
internal security. The legislation was first
enacted in 1976. In 2010, it was repealed and
replaced with a new legislation. The 2010 Act
came into force on May 1, 2011 and has been
amended in 2016, 2018, and 2020.

The FCRA registration is valid for five years,
after which the NGO has to apply for a renewal.
Since 2015, the FCRA registrations of more than
18,000 NGOs have been cancelled. As on April 3,
there are 14,965 FCRA-registered NGOs active in
the country. NGOs can receive foreign
contributions for social, educational, religious,
economic, and cultural programmes.

Why is the Bill being opposed?

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India said
the Bill amounts to “executive overreach” and
raises concerns about “undue interference” in
the functioning of minority institutions and civil
society groups. The body objected to “clauses
that grant sweeping powers to the Central
government, allowing it to deny renewal or
cancel licenses of organisations” and the powers
“to assume control over institutions, including
their funds, properties, and other assets.” The
Chief Ministers of poll-bound Tamil Nadu and
Kerala have opposed the Bill as well.

What is the status of the Bill?

The Bill was deferred following an uproar by the
Opposition. In Kerala and Tamil Nadu, there
were fears it could be misused to seize assets of
minority institutions, such as churches.
Meanwhile, the Bharatiya Janata Party has been
reaching out to the Christian community in
Kerala to build a support base. The legislation
remains active.



As Musk inks Meghalaya
deal, alook at Tesla chief’s
growing interest in India

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, April4

DAYS AFTER it was reported
that billionaire Elon Musk
attended a call between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
USPresident Donald Trump —
something that New Delhi has
denied — the seniorleadership
of SpaceX and Starlink, two of
Musk’s most prominent com-
panies, met with Union Com-
munications Minister Jyotirad-
itya Scindia.

Though Starlink received
the necessary regulatory.ap-
provals for launching itssatel-
lite communication in India
last year, the company isyet to
offer the service, as New Delhi
is understoodte be still evalu-
ating the larger security impli-
cations of such technology. But,
nonetheless, it is clear that
Musk sees India as a key user-
base market, for not just Star-
link, but a number of his other
ventures.

Musk’s reported presence
during the phone call comes
amid concerns his companies
are exposed to some fresh vul-
nerability due to the war in
Iran. It also suggests he has got
some leverage back in the ad-
ministration in DC, a public
fallout with Trump last
summer after his departure
from the government.

An NYT report said that
Musk has “looked to India as a
potentially lucrative market for
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Starlink has received regulatory
approvals for launching its
satellite communication.REUTERS

his autometive, space and ar-
tificial intelligence companies.
Tesla, his electric automaker,
hadpreviously faced hurdlesto
sellingvehicles in India be-
cause of tariffs on foreign
manufacturers. Starlink, the
satellite internet provider from
MusKk’sSpaceX, isawaiting final
clearances to operate in the
country and is still “pending
regulatory approval,” accord-
ing to acompany website.”

ceX, his private rocket com-
pany, has been considering an

nitial public offering later this
year, which could be thrown

into turmoil if global economic
conditions worsen,” the NYT

¢ RAISINGTHEBET

A SENIOR government official in
Delhi said that Elon Musk believes
that India could play-arolein
helping normalisethedisruptions
tothe supply chains.

MUSKSEES India as akey
user-basemarket, for not just
Starlinkybut a number of his
otherventures.
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@Samsung, analysts said.

Musk has a vested interest
in the supply chains returning
backtonormal, an analyst said.
This also seems to have given
him a window to claw his way
backinto favour in an adminis-
tration that unambiguously pi-
vots towards securing specific
business interests. A senior of-
ficial in Delhi said that Musk
believes that India could play a
role in helping normalise the
disruptions to the supply
chains. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



‘HOTTER-THAN-NORMAL SUMMER & GAS SHORTAGE

Why greater reliance on coal may
spur record solar power curtailments

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, April4

The central government,
on March 30, informed the
Parliament that the country’s
power system remains
“adequately positioned” to
meet peak summer demand,
despite gas supply constraints
triggered by the ongoing con-
flict in West Asia.

However, this shift may
come with trade-offsithat ex=
tend beyond immediate supply

Gas-based power plants,
meanwhile, are more flexible

and can ramp generation up or

down to accommodate renew-
able power while keeping the
grid stable during evening peak
hours when solar generation is
unavailable.

Greater coalreliance

Power generated from gas-
based units | i
expensive than coal and renew-
_

able energy.
However, due to their flexi-

bility, they are generally used
dlring high-demand periods,

such as peak summer months
when cooling demand surges,
tomeet evening peak demand.

In the past, the gov-
ernment has invoked
emergency measures to
ensure utilities operate
both gas and coal plants
at full capacity when
soaring temperatures push
electricity consumption to rec-
ord levels.

However,disruption of gas
supply.due to the conflict in
West Asia has cast a shadow
over availability of gas for the
country’s gas-based power
plants as the government de-
cided to prioritise certain sec-
tors during the shortage:

To meet this gap and
summer demand, the govern-
menttold the Parliamentthata
series of measures are being
rolled out to ensure adequate
power supply.

A few days ago, the govern-
ment directed Tata Power to
operate its4 GW imported coal-
basedplantin Gujaratat full ca-
pacity, after it had remained

idle for six months.

“The planLis set to resume
operations from April 1.

The government also said it

is closely monitoring the prog-

ress of thermal and hydro pro-

jects slated for commissioning
by June 2026. Meanwhile, ther-
mal power plants have been
asked to defer their planned
maintenance to make available
adequate generation capacity.

government told the Parlia-
ment. Further, all the power
generating companies; includ-
ingimported coal-based power
plants and Central generating
stations, have been.advised to
generate and maintain full
availability ona‘daily basis ex-
cluding the period of
planned maintenance
or forced outage, the
government said.

RE curtailment

A greater reliance on its
coal-based power plants could
potentially lead to curtailment
of renewable energy, particu-
larly solar, due to the oper-
ational inflexibility of coal
plants, experts maintained.

Duttatreya Das, an analyst
with global energy think tank
Ember, told The Indian Express
that India could see record
levels of solar power curtail-
ment this summer as coal-
based plants are prioritised to
ensure grid stability.

Between May and Novem-
ber last year, India’s grid oper-
ator curtailed asmuch as23GW
of renewable energy to main-
tain grid safety and stability.
The curtailment was largely
necessitated because a signifi-
cant portion of India’s coal-
based thermal fleet failed to op-
erate below 55% Minimum
Technical Load (MTL), accord-
ing to a report by a committee
of the Central Electricity Auth-
ority (CEA).

MTL is the lowest stable
generation level at which a
thermal unit can safely operate
without shutting down.
With renewable energy gener-
ation surging during daytime
hours, a lower MTL is increas-
ingly seen as essential to allow
coal plants to back down
further and accommodate
green power. “Earlier, solar met
daytime demand while expens-
ive coal plants remained largely
idle during summer, with gas
steppinginto meet the evening
peak. Now, with greater re-
liance on coal, these costly
plants will remain operational
even during the day, forcing
cheaper renewable energy tobe
curtailed,” Das added.

Sharath Rao, Visiting Fellow
at the Centre for Social and
Economic Progress (CSEP),
said renewable energy curtail-
ment in India is driven largely
by grid-security considerations
— especially periods of high
frequency, state underdrawal,
and transmission congestion.

“This has been observed
particularly in high-renewable
states such as Rajasthan and
Gujarat, and at times in other
states as well,” Rao said.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Indian refiners are
procuring Iranian
crude, says Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas on Satur-
day dismissed reports that
an Iranian crude oil tanker
heading to India was di-
verted to China over pay-
ment issues, stating that In-
dian refiners are, in fact,
securing Iranian crude oil.

said In a soclal media post.

ile refuting reports
attributing vessel diversion
to payment issues, the Mi-
nistry underlined that
companies have “full flexi-
bility to source oil from dif-
ferent sources and geogra-

Crude
tracks

The move marks a reversal
from 2019, when India
stepped away from
purchasing Iranian crude
following U.S. sanctions

= [ndian companies have
‘full flexibility’ to source
oil from different sources,
says Centre

® India currently imports
crude oil from over 40
countries

= Nopayment hurdle
for Iranian crude
imports, says Centre

phies based on
commercial considera-

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Trump gives
Iran 48 hours
to make deal
or face ‘Hell

Agence France-Presse

WASHINGTON

threat

Mr. Trump’s
came after a strike near an
Iranian nuclear plant killed
a guard and prompted
evacuations, and as Tehran
announced fresh attacks
with the Revolutionary
Guards saying they hit a
commercial ship in Bah-
rain allegedly linked to Is-
rael.
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Indian firms procuring
Iranian crude: Centre

Indian refiners have been looking for opportuni-
ties to purchase a few cargoes of Iranian oil on wa-
ter following the recent sanctions waiver by Wash-
ington.

“Claims on vessel diversion ignore how the oil
trade works. Bills of Lading often carry indicative
discharge ports, destinations and on-sea cargoes
can change destinations mid-voyage based on
trade optimisation and operational flexibility,” the
Ministry said, adding, “Itis reiterated that India’s
crude oil requirements remain fully secured for
the coming months.”

An Iranian crude oil carrierjPing Shun, that
had crossed the Strait of Hormuz and was signall-
ing that it was heading to Vadinar, India, for the
past three days, is now signalling it is headed for
Chinajas per reports.

Meanwhile, motor tanker Aurora (new name
Sea Bird) has been discharging 43,910 metric
tonnes of Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) at New
Mangalore Port (NMP) since April 2.

Another LPG tanker, MT Al Ain, sailing from
Saudi Arabia’s Yanbu Port, too, has berthed at
NMP on Saturday and began discharging 23,000
metric tonnes of LPG for three public sector oil
marketing companies (OMCs).

MT Jag Vasant, presently at Mumbai anchor-
age, is expected to arrive at NMP on April 8 to dis-
charge 9,500 metric tonnes of LPG.

(With contribution from Anil Kumar Sastry)

Trump gives Iran 48
hours to make deal

Tehran said on Friday it had shot down an F-15

warplane and U.S. media reported United States

special forces had rescued one of its two crew
members, with the other still missing. Iran’s mili-
tary also said it downed a US A-10 ground attack
aircraft in the Gulf, with U.S. media saying the pi-
lotof that plane was rescued.

The local Mehr news agency on Saturday quot-
ed the deputy governor of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-
Ahmad province, Fattah Mohammadi, as saying
the search for the missing pilot involved “pre-
sence of popular forces and tribesmen alongside
military forces and is still ongoing”. He added that
“last night, people fired at enemy helicopters with
rifles and did not allow them to land”.

Images posted on social media and verified by
AFPTV showed Iranian police firing at a U.S. heli-
copter in southwestern Iran as U.S. forces
searched for the airman.

Mohammad Ghalibaf, the Speaker of Iran’s par-
liament, mocked the Trump administration, say-
ing the “war they started has now been down-
graded from ‘regime change’ to ‘Hey! Can anyone
find our pilots?’”

A strike near Iran’s Bushehr nuclear plant on
Saturday killed a guard and led Russia, which
partly constructed the facility and helps operate
it, to announce it was evacuating 198 workers.




U.S.PRESIDENT HAS SHOWN INTEREST IN REPLACING INTELLIGENCE CHIEF

Trump considers broader cabinet
shake—up as Iran war pressure Srows

~ Missing airman fuels
fears Iran could gain
leverage over the US

Multiple cabinet
members could
beremoved
before midterms

Reuters
Washington, April4

Any potential reshuffling
could serve as a reset for the
White House as it confronts a
politically challenging stretch:
The five-week-old war has
driven up gas prices, dragged
down Trump's approval rat-
ings and intensified anxiety
about the consequences for Re-
publicans heading into No-
vember's midterm elections.

Some allies said his tele-
vised speech to the nation on
Wednesday - which one senior
White House official described
asanattempt to project asense
of control and confidence
about the direction of the war -
fell flat, adding tothe sense that
changes in messaging or per-
sonnel were needed.

“A shake-up to show action
isnotabad thing, isit?” another
White House official said.

Three WhiteHouseofficials
and two other sources with

The research building of the Shahid Beheshti University, which was damaged by a strike, in Tehran, on

Saturday. REUTERS

knowledge of administration
dynamics spoke to Reuters on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss sensitive personnel
matters.

Thesources did not consist=
ently describe any single cabi-
net member as certain to lose
their job in the nearterm. But
multiple officials are in some
degree of danger, they said.

Several of thesources said
Tulsi Gabbard, Trump's direc-
torof nationalintelligence, and
Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnickare among those po-
tentially onthechoppingblock,
after Prump ousted Bondi and
Homeland Security Secretary
Kristi Noem in recent weeks.

Trump has in recent
months expressed displeasure
with Gabbard, said one senior
White House official.

Kyiv: Ukrainian President Vol-
odymyr Zelenskyy has arrived
in Istanbul for “substantive”

talks on security issues with
Turkey's President Tayyip
Erdogan, Zelenskyy said on
Saturday. “We are working to
strengthen our partnership to
ensure real protection of
people’slives, advance stability
and guarantee security in our
Europe, as well asinthe Middle
East,” Zelenskyy wrote on X.
Hedid notelaborate further
on the subject of the talks.
Ukraine has recently signed se-
curity co-operation agree-
ments with Saudi Arabia, the

UAE and Qatar, and says itis in
talks with several other Middle
Eastern states about similar ar-
rangements.

After the outbreak of war in
West Asia, Ukraine has sought
to leverage its counter-drone
experience acquired during its
four-year-long war against Rus-
sia. Moscow has long deployed
Iranian-designed drones to
strike Ukraine since its Febru-
ary 2022 invasion.

Zelenskyy's spokesman told
reporters that Zelenskiy
would meet Patriarch Bartho-
lomew, the most senior clericin
the Orthodox Church. REUTERS

Yeganeh Torbati
April4

The rescue operation for the
missing airman was in
its second day on Satur-
day, with not only
American troops con-
ductinganall-outsearch
but the Iranian military
also trying to find the crew
member, accordingtothreeIra-
nian officials who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss military operations.

The possibility that Iran
could capture the airman raises
the specter of a replay of the
1979 Iran hostage crisis, a trau-
matizing event in American
history thatlaid the foundation
for nearly five decades of hos-

| D

tile US-Iranian relations.

The crisis, in which militant
students took over US embassy
in Tehran and kept 52 Ameri-
cans captive for 444 days, set a
template for Iran that it would
perfectinthecomingdecadesas
away to capture global head-
lines, inflict pain on its adver-
saries and extract concessions.

Since 1979, Iran’s govern-
ment has repeatedly used hos-
tage-taking as a tactic
againstitsadversaries. It
hasdetained Americans,
Europeans and other
foreign citizens, some-
times imprisoning them
foryears before releasing them,
often in exchange for cash or
the release of its own citizens
imprisoned abroad. Ithasused
hostages as propaganda tools
and toestablish leverage.

The 1979 crisis came to de-
fine the final year of Jimmy
Carter’s presidency and served
for many as asymbol of his fail-
ures. Trump has repeatedly
criticized Carter’s handling of
the hostage crisis, calling it “pa-
thetic.”

In 1980, he told ajournalist,
“Thatthis country sits backand
allowsacountrysuchasIranto
hold our hostages, to my way of
thinking, isahorror,and Idon’t
think they’d do it with other
countries.” NYT



REUTERS

Iraq closed the Shalamcheh border crossing with Iran after air
strikes on the Iranian side killed an Irag;i citizen, security sources
said on Saturday, shutting off a vital supply artery. The crossing
serves as one of the main routes forimports of vegetables and other
food supplies to Iraq from Iran, traders say. REUTERS

WASHINGTON

U.S. agents arrest relatives of Iran’s
military commander Soleimani

REUTERS

U.S. federal agents have detained the niece and grand-niece of late
Iranian military commander Qassem Soleimani after Secretary of
State Marco Rubio revoked their green cards, the State Department
said on Saturday. “Hamideh Soleimani Afshar and her daughter are
now in the custody of ICE,” the State Department said. REUTERS



Chinamovesto
regulate digital
humans, bans
addictive services
forchildren

Reuters
Beijing, April 4

CHINA'S CYBERSPACE regula-
tor issued draft regulations on
Friday to oversee the develop-
ment online of digital humans,
requiring clear labelling and
banningservices that could mis-
lead children or fuel addiction.
The Cyberspace Adminis-
tration of China's proposed
rules would require prominent
“digital human” labels on all
virtual human content and
prohibit digital humans from
providing “virtual intimate re-
lationships” to those under 18,
accordingto rules published for
public comment until May 6.
The draft regulations would
also ban the use of other
people's personal information
to create digital humans with-
out consent, or using virtual
humans to bypass identity
verification systems, reflecting
Beijing's efforts to maintain
control in the face of advances
in artificial intelligence.
Digital humans are also pro-
hibited from disseminating
content that endangers na-
tional security,inciting subver-
sion of state power, promoting
secessionor undermining na-
tional unity, the draft rules said.
The new rules aim to fill a
gapingovernance in the digital
human sector.

Floods and landslides leave 77
deadin10daysi in Afghaly\Qn

Associated Press

Kabul April4

WIDESPREAD FLOODING,
landslides and lightning strikes
triggered by heavy rain and
storms across Afghanistan have
left 77 people dead and 137 in-
jured over the past 10 days, the
country's Disaster Management
Authority said Saturday.

More rain has been forecast
for the coming days throughout
Afghanistan, and the authority
warned the public to stay away
from river banks and areas
proneto flooding.

So far this year, dozens of
people have died duetoextreme
weather in Afghanistan, an im-
poverished country that is
highly vulnerable toextreme
weather events. Earlierthisyear,
heavy snowfall and flash floods
leftdozens of people dead across
the country.

The recent toll includes 26
people killed over the past 48
hours, the disaster authority
said. Overall, 793 homes have
been completely destroyed and
afurther 2,673 have been dam-
aged, while floods and land-
slides have destroyed 337 kilo-
metres (about 210 miles) of
roads, it said.

Businesses, agricultural
land, water wells and irrigation
canals have alsobeen damaged,
with more than 5,800 families
affected overall, the authority
said. Several highways connect-
ing the country's capital to the
provinces have also been dam-

Residents inspect a damaged house following floods, landslides
and heavy rainfall in Kandahar province on Friday. ap

aged by floods and landslides,
forcing travellers to take long,
circuitous routes to reach
Kabul, Public Works Ministry
spokesman Ashraf Hagshinas
said Saturday.

Theyinclude the Kabul to Ja-
lalabad highway, which is the
main route linking the capital to
the Pakistani border and eastern
Afghan provinces. A landslide
and rockfalls, aswell as flooding,
shut the highway on Thursday
morning, and Hagshinas said
crews were working to re-open
theroad.

The Public Works Ministry
warned travellers to be cautious
when using roads in affected
areas. Flooding has alsoshut the
Salang Pass, a high mountain
pass in the Hindu Kush moun-
tain range that connects Kabul
tothe country's north, including
the major cities of Kunduz and
Mazar-e-Sharif.

Quaketollrises
to12, family of
eightkilled

Ittefaq: The death toll from a
5.8-magnitude earthquake that
struck northern Afghanistan
has risen to 12, officials said on
Saturday, with a recently re-
turned refugee family among
thosekilled. Afghanistan’s dep-
uty government spokesman
Hamdullah Fitrat said 12
people were killed and four in-
jured. However, the Afghanis-
tan Disaster Management
Authority put the toll at
nine. The reason for the dis-
crepancy was notimmediately
clear. Eight of the victims were
members of one family living
on the outskirtsof Kabul. AP




