India joins 60 nations at

UK meeting calling for
opening Strait of Hormuz

Shubhajit Roy echointhe Chair’sstatement fol-
New Delhi, April 2 lowing the meeting. The state-
ment issued by the British gov-
ernmentsaid the partnerscalled
for the “immediate and uncon-
ditional reopening” of the Strait
and respect for the “fundamen-
tal principles of freedom of navi-
gation and the law of the sea”.

Misri’s remarks found an »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



UTmeet

Ahead of the meeting, British
PM Keir Starmer said the virtual
meeting, chaired by British For-
eign Secretary Yvette Cooper,
would “assess all viable diplo-
matic and political measures we
can take to restore freedom of
navigation, guarantee the safety
of trapped ships and seafarers
and toresume the movement of
vital commodities”.

In a statement, the Ministry
of External Affairs said, “Foreign
Secretary(Misri) represented
India atameeting convened by
the UK Foreign Secretary on the
situation in West Asia. More

than 60 countries participated

“He (Misri) emphasised the

impact of the crisis on India’s
energy security and thefact that
India remains the only country
to have lost mariners in attacks
on merchant shippj

Gulf,” the MEA said. Three In-
dian seafarers have been killed
and oneis missing,

The Strait of Hormuz is the

key channel through which 20%
ofglobal energy supply passesin

large carriers. The government
hasbeen workingwith different
partners and Iran on reopening
the Strait of Hormuz.

The Chair’s statement said
the meeting discussed a number
ofareasof possible collective, co-
ordinated, action”, and listed
four such measures:

®“Increase international di-
plomatic pressure, including
through the UN, to send clear

muzand tocomprehensivelyre-
jectimposition of tolls on vessels
which seek to pass through.”
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his inclu-
des working with shipping
operators and industry bodies
to ensure timely information
sharing.”



be delayed, but

have enou

for

ayear: HAL CMD

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, April 2

and Managing Director of Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Limited, on

Thu rsda‘

Over the last decade, India
has purchased a range of mili-
tary equipment and weapons
from Israel including missiles,
unmanned aerial vehicles, sen-
sors and radars, air defence sys-
tems and small arms.

when this war started, their
plants shut down. We had our
people there working with them,
butonceitbecameserious, they
asked ustowithdraw our people
and we called them back,” he
said. “So, we will just wait and
watch,” headded.

Asked about the lesson and
trends emerging from the on-
going war influencing future
military projects of HAL, Sunil
told TheIndian Expressthatthe
CATS Warrior is essentially its

foray into the area. “These will
be UCAVs, which can carry
weapons and will be remotely
piloted. We are focusing on that
area. Today, we are building a 3-
tonne prototype, and then this
will gradually increase in class,
from 3 tonne to five and seven

tonne.

dian Express.

Responding to questions
from themediaoverthedelivery
of theTejas MKk 1A jets, which
havebeen significantly delayed,
their current status, and the
possible revised timeline for de-
livery to the Indian Air Force,
Sunilsaid fivejetsare readywith
theengines, and the sixth engine

D1 ACIOSDd Ol V\

It is learnt that the contract
with GE includes a provision

Asked when the existing
squadrons of LCA Tejas would
be operational — they under-
went extensive maintenance
checks following one of the air-
craft being involved in an acci-
dent at a forward air base last




Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, April 2

Inastatement, the Ministry
of Defence (MoD) said that the
DPSUs’ exports surged by 151%
compared to the previous year
while private firms recorded an
increase of 14%.

“In terms of value of con-

tribution, the private sector ac-
counted for Rs 17,353 crore
worth of defence exports, while
DPSUs contributed Rs 21,071
crore. Their respective figures
in the previous financial year
stood at Rs 15,233 crore and Rs
8,389 crore (respectively),” it
said, adding that this figure in-
dicates an increase by around
threetimesin thelast fiveyears.

The ministry said the sharp
rise highlights the increasing
global acceptance of Indian
madedefenece productsand the
sector’s growingintegration
with the international supply
chains.

It stated that aside from
being a successful global
partner for systems/sub-sys-
tems, India is exporting de-
fence equipment to more than
80 countries as of FY 2025-26,

—

Italsohighlighted the De-
partment of Defence Produc-
tion has streamlined defence
export regulatory processes
with a revamped online portal
and simplified Standard Oper-
ation Procedure for authorisa-
tions.

Commending the efforts of
all stakeholders in this achiev-
ement, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, in a post on X,
said that with DPSUs contribu-
ting 54.84% and private indus-
try 45.16%, this milestone
showcases the power of a col-
laborative and self-reliant de-
fence ecosystem.

India’s defence exports rose by 62.66% in
S8 to reach _

On Wednesday, the Defence
Ministry said that it has fully
utilised its capital outlay of Rs
1.86 lakh crore for defence ser-
vices provided for the FY 2025-
26 at the Revised Estimates
stage.

In the FY 2025-26, AoN (Ac-
ceptance of Necessity) for 109
proposals amounting Rs 6.81
lakh crore has been accorded
by MoD, compared to 56 propo-
salsworth Rs1.76 lakh crore ap-
proved in FY 2024-25. Also,
capital procurement contracts
for a total 503 proposals
amounting Rs 2.28 lakh crore
were signed by MoD in FY 2025-
26, itsaid.



GE delivers sixth engine for
Tejas LCA-MKIA fighter jets

Engine manufacturer General Electric (GE}

GE Aerospaceisto
deliver 99 F404-IN20 engines to HAL. “GE
Aerospace has handed over the sixth F404-IN20
engine against the order from 2021,” said a GE

Aerospace spokesperson. A HAL spokesperson

told The Hindly, i SEOANOTENeE
DO NCAOUBHMGIENE e spokesperson

did not specify when the engine would arrive in
India considering the ongoing crises in West Asia.




Caninjured
boarded-out

officer cadets get

ex-servicemen

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 2

“During the course of sub-
missions, one of the aspectsthat
wasdiscussed was astowhether
the boarded-out cadets could
also be considered as ex-ser-
vicemen or ex-military person-
nel forthe purpose of having the
benefit of reservation for such
persons in various governmen-
tal and semi-government jobs
and posts. Learned ASG to seek
instructions on this aspect, SO
that the scope of the ex-military
personnel could also include the
boarded-out cadets, Since ama-
jority of them are in their 20s,
30s”, said a bench of Justices B
V Nagarathna and Ujjal Bhuyan.

She came up with recom-
mendations, including cover-
age under Ex-Servicemen Con-
tributory Health Scheme
(ECHS) for all “invalidated”
past and future officer cadets
and eligible dependents; hike
in ex gratia benefits equivalent
to rank of Lieutenant/ Flying
Officer; implementation of pre-
vious recommendations for
disability pension; one-time
compensation for immediate
relief; periodic medical reas-
sessment for resettlement, res-
ervation in higher education
and better insurance. On Oc-
tober 7, 2025, the SC had di-
rected that these suggestions be
placed before the Army, Navy
and Air Force headquarters for
themto frame a scheme for the
rehabilitation of these cadets.

benetfits, asks SC

The Indian Express in De-
cember 2025 had reported that
a May 2022 proposal of the De-
partment of Military Affairs
(DMA), that also featured
points highlighted by the Ami-
cusin herreport, hasbeenlying
unimplemented despite hav-
ing the concurrence of all stake-
holders. During the hearing on
December 16, 2025, ASG Aish-
warya Bhatti appearing for the
Centre informed the courtthat
the three service chiefs were
positive about thé recommen-
dations and the response of the
two ministries was awaited.

The ASGrepeated the stance
on thenextdate of hearing on
March10;2026. The court gave
the ministries two more weeks
to arrive at a decision, failing
whichitsaid the officials would
be summoned to the court and
fixed the hearing for March 24.
During the March 24 hearing,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
requested for more time which
the SC granted and fixed the
hearing for April 2. On Thurs-
day, Justice Nagarathna reiter-
ated that the boarded-out can-
didates should be reassessed to
see if they can be rehabilitated
insome other tasks.

ASG N Venkataraman ap-
pearing for the Centre said the
Ministry of Defence is already
working on their rehabilitation
and “it’s in a nascent stage”.

Hesaid the 7th Pay Commis-
sion had expressed some reser-
vations regarding the payment
of disability pension to the ca-
detsand nowitwill bediscussed
again by the 8th Pay Commis-
<. The court will hear the

matternextonAprlzz . . -
cus saidthere are not morethan

2,500 cadets who have been out
boarded and that 90% of them
can be rehabilitated.

FULL REPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



India’s online takedown
mechanism politically
motivated: US in key report

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, April 2

The report, called the 2026
National Trade Estimate Re-
porton Foreign Trade Barriers,
wasreleased by the Office of the
United States Trade Represen-
tative (USTR), outlines “signifi-
cant foreign trade barriers
facing US exports” in various

Jdhe USIRScomments on
India’s eensorship mechanism

comes as the government is
tightening its control over the
internet; and recently propos-
ing it to broaden to what inde-
pendent news creators and
citizen journalists post on social
media. Queries sent to the Min-
istry of Electronics and In-
formation Technology did not
elicit a response.

Content takedowns
‘politically motivated’

In February 2021, the Indian
government published regula-

The report claimsthat US firms
have beensubject to ‘increasing
number of takedown requests’

since 2021. REUTERS FILE

ions ““the Information Tech-
%ng (Intermediary Guide-
es and Digital Media Ethics
Code)Rules, 2021 (IT Rules) —to
govern awide range of Internet-
based service providers, particu-
larly those that operate social
media, messaging, and news
and entertainment content in
India, the USTR report said.

It added that these rules
require compliance by signifi-
cant social media intermedi-
aries — companies like Meta,
Google etc — and platforms
with five million registered
users or more, along with a
number of requirements that
“US stakeholders have ident-
ified as concerning”.

“For example, the IT Rules
impose personal criminal lia-
bility on individual employees
in cases where a firm is not in
compliance with the rules. The

IT Rules also include imposi-
tion ofimpractical compliance
deadlines and take-down pro-
tocols. Since 2021, US firms
have been subjecttoan increas-
ing number of takedown re-
questsfor content and user ac-
countsrelated to issues that
appear politically motivated,”
the USTR said inits report.

Online censorship
mechanismin India

even 1f a creator does not regu-
larly make content related to
news or current affairs, but cre-
atessomethinginvolvinga cur-
rent topic — say a stand-up
comic making a joke about a
government policy — could po-
tentially fall under its ambit.
FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Gherao of judicial officers in
Bengal a challenge to SC: CJI

He says the violence in Malda district was not a routine incident but a ‘calculated, well-planned and deliberate move’ to

demoralise judicial officers and sway the adjudication process; ‘complete failure’ of civil, police administration, says court

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday said a
mob gherao of se-

ven judicial officers, con-
fining them without food
or water for more than
nine hours at a govern-
ment office in Malda dis-
trict of West Bengal, re-
portedly after several

voters were struck off the
electoral rolls in the special
intensive revision (SIR) was
not only a “brazen at-
tempt” to browbeat the of-
ficers but also amounted to
a challenge to the authori-

Row over roll: People laysiege to the BDO office at
Kaliachak Blockdl in Malda, where seven judicial officers
were gheraoed on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

acalculated, well-planned and
deliberate move to demoralise
the judicial officers and impact
the ongoing process of adju-
dication of objections. We will
not allow anyone to interfere
and take law into their hands by ers.
causing fear in the minds of ju-
dicial officers. This undoubtedly
amounts to criminal contempt

JUSTICE SURYA KANT
CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA

calculated, well-planned
and deliberate move to
demoralise the judicial of-
ficers and impact the ongo-
ing process of adjudication
of objections. We will not
allow anyone to interfere
and take law into their
hands by causing fear in
the minds of judicial offic-
This undoubtedly
amounts to criminal con-
tempt,” Chief Justice Kant
observed.

This was not a routine
incident. It was ex facie

Noting that three of the
judicial officers were wo-
men, the court said the in-
cident exposed the “com-
plete failure of the civil and
police administration in

the State of West Bengal”.

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, heading a three-
judge Bench, asked what
the political leaders were
doing during all those
hours of captivity - could
they not have gone to the
spot and calmed down the
situation.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

“This was not a routine
incident. It was ex facie a



‘Gherao of officers a
challenge to SC, says CJI

‘Condemn the incident’

Justice Joymalya Bagchi said political leaders who
form part of the executive of the State and leaders
in the Opposmon must condemn the incident in

o
=
™
<
=F
o
o

EGlEEustice Bagchi remarked.

The court directed the Election Commission
(EC) to assign the Central Bureau of Investigation
or National Investigation Agency with the task to
probe the incident. It directed the Commission to
requisition Central forces to protect the life, liber-
ty and families of the judicial officers.

The Bench narrated that the Registrar General
of the Calcutta High Court had informed the local
police and civil administration for immediate
backup on learning about the gherao. “The matter
was met with conspicuous inertia until approxi-
mately 8:30 p.m.,” it said. The official had then
contacted the Home Secretary, the Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) and the Chief Justice of the
High Court. Finally, the High Court Chief Justice
had to intervene personally, following which the
Home Secretary and the DGP had turned up at his
residence at midnight.

The Bench directed the DGP, Malda District Ma-
gistrate and the Superintendent of Police to show
cause why suitable action should not be taken
against them. The Bench scheduled the case for
hearing on April 6.

“They have to place before this court reasons
for failing to take any effective measures to secure
the safety of the judicial officers,” the court
ordered.



Govt. confirms extra sittings to debate
amendments to women’s reservation Act

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

‘Promise to women’

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju speaks in the Rajya Sabha during the
second part of the Budget Session of Parliament on Thursday. AnI

e Parllament of India
has made a promise to the

women of this country. We
have a bounden duty to
fulfil that commitment.”

Repeated demands

The Minister’s clarification
came amid repeated de-
mands from the Congress
for clarity on whether the
Budget Session would for-
mally end on April 2, 2026.

Soon after the House met
for the day, Congress Chief
Whip Jairam Ramesh
sought an explanation on
media reports suggesting
that the session would be
extended. Leader of the
House J.P. Nadda said the
government would “get
back” to him.

Mr. Ramesh raised the
issue again shortly before
the Rajya Sabha took up
discussion on the Andhra
Pradesh. Reorganisation
Billat 1 p.m.

He argued that uncer-
tainty over the House’s
schedule was detrimental
to parliamentary function-
ing and transparency. He
also said Congress presi-
dent and Leader of the Op-
position Mallikarjun
Kharge had written to Mr.
Rijiju seeking an all-party
meeting after the election
campaign or polling con-

cluded on April 29. Accus-
ing the government of
pushing legislation during
the operation of the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC) for
electoral gain, Mr. Ramesh
said the move was “wholly
objectionable” and reiter-
ated that all Opposition
parties were seeking wider
consultation.

Responding, Mr. Rijiju
said the government had
already shared its pro-
posed legislative agenda
with Opposition members
and that extensive consul-
tations had been held.

CAPF Bill passed in L—S amid Opposition walkout

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Armed Police
Force (General Administra-
tion) Bill, 2026 was passed
by a voice vote in the Lok
Sabha as the Opposition
walked out due to the ab-
sence of Home Minister
Amit Shah.in the Lower
House on Thursday.

Mr. Shah is campaigning
for the Assembly election
in West Bengal.

Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi, who was in As-
sam for election
campaigning, said that he
and his party firmly stood

behind the officers of the
paramilitary forces.
“When our government
comes, we will ensure jus-
tice for you 100%,” Mr.
Gandhi said on X.

Mr. Gandhi alleged it
was unfair that officers of
the paramilitary force nev-
er got to head their own or-
ganisation. “I wanted to
speak on the CAPF Bill in
the House but the govern-
ment brought it in a day
when I was touring elec-
tion-bound Assam,” he
said.

Minister of State for
Home Affairs Nityanand
Rai said the legislation
would bring administrative

Opposition MPs asks
the government to
refer the Bill to a
Joint Parliament
Committee

clarity and was not against
the interests of the Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF)
officers and would ensure
promotion and financial
benefits for the cadre.

He said that Group A of-
ficers of CAPFs get mini-
mum four promotions in
their career and the pro-
motions were delayed due
to court cases.

Opposition MPs, includ-

ing those from the Con-
gress, Samajwadi Party
and Trinamool Congress,
asked the government to
refer the Bill to a Joint Par-
liamentary ~ Committee
(JPC) for deliberations.
Trinamool  Congress
member Mahua Moitra
moved an amendment to
the Bill, and sought that it
be sent to the select com-
mittee for greater scrutiny.
Congress MP Manickam
Tagore questioned the ab-
sence of Mr. Shah even
though the Bill “directly
impacts the future, promo-
tions, and dignity” of CAPF
personnel.  “When it
comes to taking credit for

controlling left-wing extre-
mism, he is front and
centre — quick to claim suc-
cess and pat his own back.
But when it comes to de-
fending a controversial law
affecting the very forces
who fought that battle, he
is missing from the Lok
Sabha,” he said on X.

Through the Bill, in
CAPFs, 50% of the total
posts in the rank of Inspec-
tor-General, at least 67% in
the rank of Additional Di-
rector-General and all in
the ranks of Special Direc-
tor-General and Director-
General shall be filled by
Indian Police Service offic-
ers on deputation.




Punjab MP Ashok Mittal to replace Chadha, calls it a ‘routine process’; move comes amid growing rift

between AAP leadership and Chadha, who until not so long ago was considered close to Kejriwal

Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

he Aam Aadmi Par-
T ty (AAP) on Thurs-
day wrote a letter to

the Rajya Sabha Secretariat
seeking the appointment of
MP Ashok Mittal as the de-
puty leader of the party in
the Upper House, replacing
MP Raghav Chadha, ac-
cording to party sources.

Although the party did
not issue an official state-
ment, the move comes
amid a growing rift bet-
ween the AAP leadership
and Mr. Chadha, who until
not so long ago was consi-
dered very close to party
chief Arvind Kejriwal, over
the past many months.

Responding to the deve-
lopment, Mr. Mittal said
such changes in leadership
positions within the party
keep happening and dis-
missed reports. that Mr.
Chadha is joining the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party (BJP).
“Earlier, N.D. Guptaji was
the deputy leader, then
Raghavji took over, and
now I have been given the
responsibility. Tomorrow,
someone else may get the
opportunity. The party
wants every MP and leader
to gain experience in diffe-
rent roles,” he said.

Inhappier times: Former CM Anvind Kejriwal with MP Raghav Chadha,

who many within AAP.said was given undue importance. FILE PHOTO

Delhi BJP president Vi-
rendra Sachdeva alleged
that Mr. Chadha has dis-
tanced himself from the
“anarchic and corrupt lea-
dership™ of Mr. Kejriwal.
“Whoever speaks the truth,
opposes his policies that
are not in favour of people,
be it [Rajya Sabha MP] Swa-
ti Maliwal or Raghav Chad-
ha, will become an irritant
for him [Kejriwal],” Mr.
Sachdeva said. Ms. Maliwal
had an acrimonious fallout
with AAP after she accused
Mr. Kejriwal’s aide Bibhav
Kumar of assaulting her in
2024.

In February, when Mr.
Kejriwal and other top lead-
ers were discharged by a
Delhi court in the excise
policy case, Mr. Chadha did
not make any public state-

ments. He continued his si-
lence on the matter even as
he raised several other is-
sues on social media.

Growing distance

On the day the court order
came, the top leadership
was present at Mr. Kejri-
wal’s residence but Mr.
Chadha was missing, a par-
ty leader said. “The issue
has been brewing for more
than a year. And since AAP
lost power in Delhi, it has
only intensified. Also, he
has been talking to the BJP
leadership too,” the leader
added.

In the run-up to the 2024
Lok Sabha poll, when Mr.
Kejriwal was arrested in the
excise case, Mr. Chadha is-
sued a delayed response
and he was missing from

Delhi. It was later attribut-
ed to an eye surgery he un-
derwent in London. Ho-
wever, things were different
earlier. After AAP won the
Punjab Assembly poll in
2022, Mr. Chadha was in
many ways Mr. Kejriwal’s
representative in the State
and part of important
meetings. “This was not
liked by the State leader-
ship and he was pulled
back a little after that,” a
leader said.

When AAP was part of
the Opposition’s INDIA bloc
ahead of the Lok Sabha
poll, on several occasions,
Mr. Chadha was present
with Mr. Kejriwal and se-
nior leader Sanjay Singh
during closed-door meet-
ings with chiefs of other
parties.

“Many within AAP felt he
was given undue impor-
tance,” a party leader said.
Another party source said
Mr. Chadha started keeping
a distance from the top lea-
dership as he wanted to dis-
tance himself from the ex-
cise case.

Chadha posts video

Mr. Chadha didn’t issue any
statement immediately but
posted a video montage on
social media highlighting is-
sues he raised in the House.



A path to peace in West Asia beyond Pakistan talks

Just before this, Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had a long conversation with Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian. Then, Pakistan
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar was in China to hold talks on restoring
peace and stability in West Asia. All this sounds
grand but is only a tiny step in a long process,
where the devil lies in the details.

Ceasefire requirement

the U.S.’s ultimate objective is to control the Strait
of Hormuz, similar to its ‘securing’ of the Panama
Canal.

Similarly, Israel’s early call for a people’s
uprising in Iran after the assassination of their
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei does not stand
scrutiny. Any intelligence agency worth its s:
would know that any ‘uprising’ requires a
carefully selected group to lead it, either 'th'
or outside the country. Moreover, su
must happen in the first few weeks of

Beyond that, any leadership would be
hard-pressed to negotiate an end to war in the
face of a furious public. It seems, then, that
Israel’s objective was to decimate, once and for
all, Iran’s entire capability to strike. That point
has not yet been reached, as is clearly apparent.

Tara Kartha

Former Director,
National Security
Council Secretariat

India could lead
a Global South
initiative at the
United Nations
to mediate the
West Asia war

Therefore, Tel Aviv will remain lukewarm toward
an end to the war.

In terms of the subject of ‘exhaustion’, the
U.S., of all sides, witnessed one of the largest
non-violent marches in American history. True,
the ‘No Kings’ protest was not specifically against
the war, but it still counts politically. Meanwhile,
at least two aircraft carriers of the United States
have moved out of range, amid reports of

munitions shortages. Israel is bel it, ess
of the famed ‘Iron Dome ce system

— though the extent i bleeding,
and badly. Each sid jected the

demands of the other —

Second, mediation is a process. The first step is
a ceasefire, %lﬁ 1S N0 easz tasE wEen ;EEE is
zero trust. The U.S., after all, attacked Iran even
as negotiations were on. Washington, in turn,
‘accus % Tsrael of unilaterally attacking the Pars
gas field, causinga serious escalation. In this
case, a ceasefire will need a force capable of
enforcing it; primarily, only a physical presence
can provide security guarantees. That needs a
United Nations mandate to be legal in what is an
entirely illegal war.

In sum, a UN Security Council (UNSC) member

wilLhave to vote for a peacekeeping force that can
act in case of transgressions. That is farcical, even
assuming that the U.S. would heed a despised UN.

Revisiting history

There is, however, a way out. In the 1956 Suez
Crisis, when Egypt nationalised the Suez Canal,
France and the United Kingdom blocked UNSC
action. The General Assembly passed the ‘Uniting
for Peace’ resolution which authorised
peacekeepers in a rare move that bypassed the
UNSC. It brought peace, but only because a U.S.
President, in this case Dwight D. Eisenhower,
twisted allies’ arms. In sum, the UN only works
when a strong country decides it should

Third is the guestion of troop contributors..

Dar’s visit to China vielded only a five-point peace

plan, which also called for the deliverx of
humanitarian aid. This will require some

presence of aid agencies, presumably under UN
cover.

Primarily, China is expected to persuade Iran
to accepta ceasehrel though ‘persuasion” will
require something more concrete than aplan. A

irect security com
question. No one wants a third world war. Other
countries, such as Indonesia and Malaysia — both
of whom support the Pakistani initiative — may
weigh in, with the whole effort funded by the Gulf
countries.

So far, so good. But Iran does not entirely trust
the mediators. Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates are allegedly pushing the Americans to
attack Iran and ‘finish the job. In 2024, the
Pakistanis bombed Iran, and Tiirkiye’s Kurdish
problem has Iranian tentacles.

Arole for New Delhi




Moon-bound, Orion looks back

Aview of the Earth fram NASA’s Orion spacecraft during the Artemis Il mission test flight. Carrying
three Americans and one Canadian, the rocket lifted off from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida
Wednesday on an approximately 10-day mission around the Moon and back to the Earth. nasa

FOURASTRONAUTS —Reid CAPSULE SET to zoom past the DURING MONDAY’s lunar flyby,
Wiseman, Victor Glover, Christina | Moon and travel 4,000 miles astronauts should see features
Koch and Jeremy Hansen —set off | (6,400 km) beyond, before mak- never before viewed through

on humanity’s first lunar voyagein | ingaU-turnandheadinghometo | humaneyes. They’llalsocatch
more than half a century asplashdown in the Pacific snippets of a total solar eclipse



NASA launches 4 astronauts
on a crewed lunar mission

Agence France-Presse
KENNEDY SPACE CENTER

Four astronauts blasted off
aboard a massive NASA
rocket on Wednesday on a
long-anticipated journey
around the Moon, the first
crewed lunar flyby in more
than 50 years.

NASA teams and specta-
tors alike were ecstatic as
the spacecraft ascended in-
to a radiant sky atop a cas-
cade of flames. The team,
who donned bright orange
suits with blue trim as the
mission began, . includes
Americans Reid Wiseman,
Victor Glover and Christina
Koch along with Canadian
Jeremy Hansen. “We have
a beautiful moonrise.
We’re headed right at it,”

In this photo provided by NASA, a view of the Earth from Orion
spacecraft as it orbits above planet during the Artemis Il flight. Ap

said Mr. Wiseman, the mis-
sion commander.

U.S. President Donald
Trump praised “our brave
astronauts,” calling the
successful launch “quite
something” at the top of
his televised address on

the war against Iran.

The astronauts are now
in orbit around the Earth.
They successfully complet-
ed “promixity operations”
demonstrations, = which
tested how their Orion
capsule can move.



‘It’'s phenomenal’:
Astronauts thrilled
by views of Earth

Reuters
Cape Canaveral, Florida,
Aprill

System (SLS) rocket, topped with
itsOrion crew capsule, roared to
life just before sunset at the
agency'sKennedy Space Center
in Cape Canaveral, Florida,
carrying its debut crew — three
US astronauts and a Canadian
astronaut — into Earth orbit.
The 32-storey space vehicle
thundered into clear skies trail-
ing a towering column of thick,
white vapor.

NASA Administrator Jared
Isaacman said the launch was
an opening act for subsequent
missions that would include
construction of a moon base to
support the “enduring presence
we'retryingtocreate onthesur-
face.”

‘Lunar Loo’ Working

The astronauts have reason
to celebrate - their toilét is now
working. The so-called [unarloo
malfunctioned as soon as the
ArtemisII crewreachedorbiton
Wednesday evening. Mission
Control guided astronaut Chris-
tina Kochthrough some plumb-
ing tricks and she finally got it
going. The bad news is that it’s
so cold inside the Orion capsule
— 18 degrees Celsius — that the
four astronauts are digging into
suitcases for long-sleeved
clothes. Mission Control is try-
ing to warm things up.

Until then, the astronauts are
savouring Earth’s views from
thousands of miles high. Koch
told Mission Control that they
can make out the entire coast-
lines of continents and even the
South Pole. "It is just absolutely
phenomenal," radioed Koch.
The mission is due to end on
April 10. WITHINPUTS FROM AP

NASA's Artemis Il mission to fly by the moon, comprising of the
Space Launch System (SLS) rocket with the Orion crew capsule, lifts
off from the Kennedy Space Center, Florida on Thursday. reuters

o Artemis Il crew: Firstwoman, first Black
astronaut and first Canadian

Mission Command PilotVICTOR
REID WISEMAN GLOVER (49)
(50) Logged 165 Spent168daysin
days aboard the orbit beginningin
ISSduringa 2014 2020 as pilot of

NASA's Crew-1
flight, thefirst full-fledged ISS
mission using SpaceX's Crew
Dragon capsule tocarry astronauts
to the space station. Before joining
NASA, he flew more than 40 air-
craftduringa US Navy career.

mission, flying to
the orbiting platform aboard a
Russian Soyuz spacecraft. A
former U.S. Navy test pilot, he
later served as NASA's chief astro-
naut before being selected to
command Artemis II.

Mission Specialist CHRISTINAKOCH (47)

Setarecord in 2019 for the longest continuous space-
flightOby a woman, spending 328 days aboard the ISS,
and was part of NASA's first three Jall-female spacewalks.
Trained as an electrical engineer and physicist, she pre-
viously worked as a NASA engineer and carried out ex-
tended Oresearch expeditions in Antarctica.

Mission Specialist JEREMY HANSEN (50)

A Royal Canadian Air Force colonel, is the first Canadian,
andfirst non-U.S. citizen, senton a lunar mission even as
he makes his own first spaceflight. He was selected for
Canada's astronaut corps in 2009, and Uhis seat aboard
Artemis |l reflects along-standing U.S.-Canadian part-
nership in human spaceflight.

’




Actively facilitating
Pak-Afghan peace

00
talks, says Beijing
Associated Press can help find a durable solution
Islamabad, April 2 to cross-border terrorism from

Afghanistan,” he said.
However, Andrabisaid suc-
cess of the talkslargely depends

he said. Andrabi said Pakistan

The confirmationofthenew__ hasnever shied away from dia-
round of talks came a day after  logue on the issue.
officials from the two sides told
TheAssociated Pressthat repre-
sentatives fromthe two coun-
tries had travelledto Urumgqiin

northern.China, where they
held the first round of talks.

eign Ministry spokesperson Mao
Ning said China has “always

supported both sides in resolv-
ing their differences through
dialogue and negotiation.”

“Yes, Pakistan has sent a
delegation to Urumgqi, in line
with its consistent position and
longstanding practice of sup-
porting a credible process that



Trump seeks deal with ‘Stone Age’ bdﬁlbmg threat

Despite a month-long campaign by the U.S. and Israel, Iran continues to hit Israel, which is more than 2000 km away, with missiles, and target American bases in the Persian Gulf region; Trump is
using the threat of extensive strikes, including at civilian infrastructure, as an added layer of pressure to force Iran to shiftits position and make a deal; Tehran says it is not ready for a ceasefire

NEWS ANALYS

Stanly Johny
efore U.SS. Presi-
dent Donald
Trump  delivered

his national address on the
evening of April 1 in the
White House, Iran and
Hezbollah launched heavy
missile attacks at Israel.
While Mr. Trump was
speaking about America’s
achievements in the war,
including degrading Iran’s
missile capability, missile
alerts were issued in the
UAE. After Mr. Trump con-
cluded his speech, Iran
launched another salvo of
missiles at Israel.

There was much specu-
lation on what Mr. Trump
was going to say in his first
primetime national ad-
dress since the U.S. and Is-
rael launched the war on
Iran on February 28. Some

said he would escalate with
a ground attack, while oth-
ers said he would chicken
out or issue a timeline to
wind up operations. But
the U.S. leader did not say
anything new. The speech
was largely a reassertion of
the claims he has been
making over the past few
weeks. He said the U.S. was
“on track to complete all of
America’s military objec-
tives shortly”. He also said
the U.S. was going to hit
Iran “extremely hard” over
the next two to three
weeks. “We are going to
bring them back to the
Stone Ages.”

Mr. Trump said discus-
sions were under way and
asked the Iranians to make
a deal. “If there is no deal,
we are going to hit each
and every one of their elec-
tric-generating plants very
hard and properly simulta-
neously.” He said the Strait
of Hormuz, a critical water-

way connecting the Per-
sian Gulf with the Gulf of
Oman that has been taken
control of by Iran after the
war, is not America’s pro-
blem. He had earlier asked
America’s allies to send
ships to reopen the Strait —
which nobody is willing to
do.

He also indicated that
he was not considering a
ground operation to seize
Iran’s enriched uranium
because it’s buried deep
underground. “It would
take months to get near the
nuclear dust,” he said, ad-
ding that U.S. satellites are
monitoring Iran’s nuclear
sites.

Trump’s goals

While the main objective of
the speech appeared to
make the case for the war
to the American public, it
alsounderscores the limit-
ed options Mr. Trump has
in winding down the con-

Donald Triimp speaks during a televised address from the Cross
Hallof the White House imWashington DC on Saturday. Arp

flict. In' the speech Mr.
Trump praised the Vene-
zuela attack ‘earlier this
year. But in Venezuela, U.S.
troops went in and got out
with President Nicolas Ma-
duro, handing the country
to his Vice-President who
is willing to work with
Washington. In Iran, the

strengthened Iran’s resolve
to stand up to the U.S.

On February 28, when
he launched the war, Mr.
Trump outlined five broad
objectives: to “raze” Iran’s
missile industry “to the
ground”; to “annihilate”
Iran’s Navy; to ensure that
Iran’s “proxies” could no

of Sup
Leader Ayatollah Ali Kha-
menei seemed to have

longer “destabilise” the re-
gion; to prevent Iran from
ever obtaining a nuclear

weapon; and to bring
about regime change.
“When we are finished,
take over your govern-
ment. It will be yours to
take. This will be probably
your only chance for gen-
erations,” he said at the
time. In his April 1 address,
Mr. Trump claimed the
U.S. was now completing
all of these objectives.

Ground reality
The ground reality, howev-
er, tells a different story.
Despite a month-long cam-
paign by the U.S. and Is-
rael, Iran continues to
strike Israel, which is more
than 2,000 km away, with
ballistic missiles, and tar-
get American bases in the
Persian Gulf region. Mr.
Trump has claimed that he
has annihilated Iran’s navy,
but he is not willing to send
American troops to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz.

Israel is bombing Iran

while carrying out a
ground invasion in Leba-
non against Hezbollah, an
Iranian ally. But Iran and
Hezbollah continue to
launch  coordinated at-
tacks. Last week, Yemen's
Ansar Allah (better known
as Houthis), another Ira-
nian ally, launched a ballis-
tic missile at Israel, formal-
ly joining the war. The
Houthis, who rule almost
half of Yemen, have the
capability to shut the Bab
el Mandeb Strait, a choke-
point between the Gulf of
Aden and the Red Sea.
And Mr. Trump's last
objective, regime change
in Iran, remains distant. He
now claims that regime
change has already oc-
curred, which is not a se-
rious argument. The assas-
sination of Ali Khamenei
did not alter the state
structure of Iran. If anyth-
ing, it has strengthened
elite cohesion within the

Islamic Republic and furth-
er elevated the IRGC's
standing in the system.

What Mr. Trump can do
is continue bombing Iran,
which is what he threa-
tened to do in his speech.
He is using the threat of ex-
tensive strikes, including at
civilian infrastructure, as
an added layer of pressure
to force Iran to shift its po-
sition and make a deal. But
if Mr. Trump follows
through on his threats,
Iran is likely to retaliate by
attacking energy infras-
tructure across the Persian
Gulf. In the words of Fo-
reign  Minister  Abbas
Araghchi, Tehran is not
ready for a ceasefire.

With Mr. Trump lacking
an exit path and Iran pre-
pared to absorb the costs
and play a longer game,
the war is likely to drag on,
with serious implications
for the Persian Gulf and the
broader global economy.



Iran fires missiles at Israel, Gulf states
as Trump talks of winding down war

Associated Press

DUBAI

bours even as U.S. Presi-/
claimed the threat from |
the war would end soon.

Iran’s attacks on Gulf
states and its chokehold on
the Strait of Hormuz have
disrupted the world’s ener-
gy supplies. That has

proved to be Iran’s greatest
strategic advantage in the

\

U.S. President Donald Trump speaking about the Iran war from the
Cross Hall of the White House in Washington on Wednesday. AP

Before the U.S. and Is-
rael started the war on Fe-
bruary 28 with strikes on
Iran, the waterway was
open and 20% of all traded

oil used to pass through it.
Iran responded defiant-
ly to Mr. Trump’s speech in
which he claimed U.S. mili-
tary action had been so de-
cisive that “one of the most
powerful countries” is
“really no longer a threat”.
A spokesperson for
Iran’s military, Lt. Col.

Ebrahim Zolfaghari, insist-
ed on Thursday that Teh-
ran maintains hidden
stockpiles of arms, muni-
tions and production facili-
ties. He said facilities tar-
geted so far by U.S. strikes
are “insignificant”.

Just before Mr. Trump
began his address in which
he said U.S.” “core strategic
objectives are nearing
completion”, explosions

were heard in Dubai as air
defences worked to inter-
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‘West Asia crisis hits
Helium supplies’

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

The supply of Helium, a
critical gas used to save
lives and power technolo-
gy seems suddenly at risk
on account of geopolitics,
observed industry experts.

According to Ralf Gu-
bler, research director for
industrial gases and fertil-
izers at S&P Global Energy,

1quiC
Helium was indispensable
for cooling superconduct-
ing magnets (MRI scan-
ners). If Helium levels fell
below critical thresholds,
superconductivity would
be lost, the Helium rapidly
quenches (vaporises)
which even lead to damag-
ing superconducting mag-
nets resulting in long and
costly repairs.

Helium is used to cool
superconducting magnets, MRI
scanners and chip fabs.

emergency scans.

On India’s helium de-
mand and supply scenario,
Mr. Gubler, said, the coun-
try’s helium_ demand in
2025 was estimated at 3.4
million eubic tonne with
zero domestic production.

‘Eye other suppliers’
Mr:© Gubler said India

should benefit from multi- |

origin contracts, including
Russia, the U.S. and emerg-
ing suppliers like South
Africa and Tanzania.

Ashok Chandak, Presi-
dent, India Electronics &

Semiconductor Associa-
tion said, critical materials
such as helium must be
treated as strategic inputs
as India scales its semicon-
ductor ecosystem.

Sharp price increase

The impact is more in the
form of cost pressures than
production disruptions,”
Mr. Chandak said.

T




Hit by West Asia crisis, manufacturing
activity slows to 45-month low in March

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Manufacturing sector ac-
tivity slowed to its lowest
level in nearly four years in
March 2026, dragged
down by the impact of the
war in West Asia on costs,
demand, and new order le-
vels, according to a survey
of private sector
companies.

The HSBC India Manu-
facturing Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) — a mea-
sure of overall conditions
based on new orders, out-
put, employment, supplier
delivery times and stocks
of purchases — fell sharply
from 56.9 in February to
53.9 in March, marking the
lowest reading since June

Warimpact

The manufacturing PMI for March 2026 slipped

to a 45-month low
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2022. A reading above 50
denotes expansion, while a
reading below that level in-
dicates contraction.
“Growth in India’s ma-
nufacturing industry took
a step back in March as
cost pressures, fierce com-
petition, heightened mar-

Source: HSBC India Manufacturing PMI

ket uncertainty, and the
war in the Middle East all
contributed to softer in-
creases in new orders and
output,” the report stated.
“Firms also faced an inten-
sification of cost pressures,
the steepest since August
2022”

The report went on to
say that the two largest
sub-components of the
PMI — new orders and out-
put — rose at their slowest
rates since mid-2022.

“Anecdotal  evidence
showed that growth was
curbed by challenging
market conditions, cost
pressures, and the war in
the Middle East,” it added.
“March data saw input
prices increase to the
greatest extent in over
three and a half years. Alu-
minium, chemicals, fuel,
jute, leather, fabric, oil,
rubber, and steel were
some of the items reported
to have increased in price.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12




