Indiafaces challenge in meeting 2030
maternal mortality goals, shows study

Anuradha Mascarenhas
Pune, March 31

ARECENT study in The Lancet
Obstetrics, Gynaecology, and
Women’s Health journal shows
the challenge before India in
meeting the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal of bringing down
the Maternal Mortality Ratio
(MMR) to below 70 deaths per1
lakh live births by 2030.

While the country has suc-
cessfully brought down ma-
ternal mortality numbers from
1.191akh in1990t036900in2015

nd 24,m m2023,theprogr$s
As per the stud

1ven the low starting point,
India, however, remains
among countries to have seen
the most substantial improve-
mentin MMR since 1990, along
with Bangladesh, Ethiopia,
Morocco, Nepal and Rwanda.
Maternal mortality is'de-
fined as deaths dueto obstetric
complications or comorbid dis-
orders exacerbated by preg-
nancy, uptolyearafterthe end
of the pregnancy, irrespective
of the method by which preg-
nangey ended. Dr Anjali Radkar,
a demographer and former
Professor and Head, Centre for
the Study of Social Inclusion,
Gokhale Institute of Politics
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and Economics, says that
within India, while the South
and some states are on course
to achieving the SDG target by
2030, the overall MMR is being
pulled down by states such as
Assam and Uttar Pradesh.

As per the Sample Registra-
tion System (SRS), which is the

major source of fertility and mor-
talityratesin India,

&dkar pointed out.

The demographer advised
targeted action, including by
strengthening primary health-
care systems, with a focus on
maternal and child health.
“When child mortality declines,
fertility ratestend to decrease as
well. Lower fertility in turn, con-
tributes to a reduction in ma-
ternal mortality... This inte-
grated approach can play a key
roleinreducingMMR,” she said,
adding that unless maternal
mortality was reduced, the glo-
bal SDG goals for maternal
healthwould also remain out of
reach. Atthesametime, experts
attheInternational Institute for
Population Sciences pointed to
the possibly flawed presentation
in the study, grouping smaller
countries with India.

“Because India has a much
larger number of births, com-
paringabsolute maternal death
numbers with countries like

the Democratic Republic of the
Congo or Nigeria is not appro-
priate,” Dr Nandita Saikia, a
professor at the institute, said.
Pointing out that MMR was
565 for Congo compared to 116
for India, Saikia said: “Re-
member that India had about
23.22 million births in 2023
against4.37 million in Congo...
In India's case, wide demo-
graphic diversity further adds
to the complexity and may af-
fect the accuracy of such com-
parison.” Saikia also pointed to
different numbers for maternal
mortality calculated for India
by the United Nations Maternal
Mortality Estimation Inter-
Agency Group and the SRS for
2023, at80 and 88, respectively.
As per the Lancet study,
haemorrhage and hypertensive
disorders — easily preventable
— accounted for nearly half
(above 40%) of the maternal
deaths in 2023. Setbacksto gen-
eral healthcare during Covid
are believed to have played a
rolein theslide seenin 2020-21.



Chanchal Kumar appointed as I&B Se'@f' Vir
Vikram Yadav to take charge as DGCA chief

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, March 31

IN A major bureaucratic re-
shuffle, the Centre appointed
Chanchal Kumar, a1992-batch
Bihar cadre IAS officer, as the
new Information and Broad-
casting Secretary. The incum-
bent, Sanjay Jaju, was shifted as
Secretary at the Ministry of De-
velopment of North Eastern
Region, according to an order
issued by the Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT)
on Tuesday.

Currently, Kumar is posted
asthe Secretary, Ministry of De-
velopment of North Eastern
Region. This development
comes as the Government has
constituted seven empowered
groups of secretaries to prepare
aresponse to deal with emerg-
ingsituations and the impact of
the ongoing West Asiaconflict.

Several IAS officers fromthe
1995 batch who were em-

panelled as secretaries last
month, have now been posted
across several ministries.
Amongthem is Rohit Kansal,a
1995 AGMUT (Arunachal Pra-
desh, Goa, Mizoram, and
Union Territories)-cadre officer
who has been appointed the
rural development secretary
following the superannuation
of the incumbent, Shailesh
Kumar Singh, on Tuesday.
Bhuvnesh Kumar, a 1995-
batch IAS officer.of the Uttar
Pradesh cadre, has been ap-
pointed as the new Tourism
Secretary; replacing Srivatsa
Krishna (1994 batch, Karnataka
Cadre), who has been ap-
pointedas Minority Affairs Sec-
retary. Minority Affairs Secre-
tary Chandra Sekhar Kumar, a
1992-batch IAS officer of the
Odisha cadre, has been ap-
pointed as Chief Executive Of-
ficer, National Rainfed Area
Authority, which operates
under the Ministry of Agricul-

Many IAS officers
Jrom1995batchwho
wereempanelled as
secretaries last
month, have now
beenposted across
several ministries

ture & Farmers Welfare, in the
rankand pay of Secretary tothe
Government of India.

Bharat Harbasnlal Khera, a
1995-batch IAS officer of the Hi-
machal Pradesh cadre, currently
serving as Additional Secretary
in the Ministry of Consumer Af-
fairs, has been appointed as Of-
ficer on Special Duty, Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium En-
terprises. Kherawill take over as
Secretary, Ministry of Micro,
Smalland Medium Enterprises,
in place of Subhas Chandra Lal
Das, whowill be superannuating
on April 30. Nivedita Shukla

Verma, a 1991-batch IAS officer
of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, who
was working as Secretary, De-
partment of Chemicals and
Petro-Chemicals, has been ap-
pointed as Secretary, Depart-
mentof Administrative Reforms
and Public Grievances. Tejveer
Singh, a1994-batchIAS officer of
the Punjab cadre, currently
posted in his cadre, will succeed
Verma as Secretary,
Department of Chemicals and
Petro-Chemicals.

In aseparate order, the Gov-
ernment also shifted Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai, a 1996-batch
IAS officer of the Madhya Pra-
desh cadre who is presently
posted asthe Director-General,
Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA). Vir Vikram
Yadav, a1996-batch IAS officer
of the Odisha cadre, will be the
new DGCA director-general.
Kidwai has been appointed as
Additional Secretary, Depart-
ment of Personnel & Training.



TALKS WITH JAISHANKAR ON CARDS

Lavrovto
visit Delhi
mid May for
BRICS meet

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 31

Russian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Andrey Rudenko told
TASS news agency.
Accordingto TASS, the Rus-
sian Deputy Foreign Minister

On the sidelines of BRICS
events, a separate working visit
by Lavrovwill take place to meet
External Affairs Minister Jai-
shankar and other Indian offi-
cials.

Rudenko said, “In connec-
tion with the BRICS events, it is
also planned to hold a separate
working visit by Lavrov to India
to meet with Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankarand
other Indian officials.”

As India is looking at in-

creasing LNG and LPG supplies
from Russia, Jaishankar and

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
met Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Rudenko on Monday.
This comes at a time when
Delhi is facing a shortage of
energy in the wake of the war in
West Asia — which has com-
pleted 30 days now.

After the meeting, Jaishan-
kar had said that they spoke

fo)

/ NTS "

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov

EXPLAINED

Energy security
high on agenda

RUSSIAN OIL imports have
significantly cushioned In-
dia's war-hitenergy
supplies, even as much of
the world reelsunder a
stocks shock. Lavrov's visit
might pave the way for even
greater cooperationon
energy,aswellasfirmupa
united BRICS response to
the war.

about further advancement of
wide-ranging cooperation, as
well as regional and global de-
velopments.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) official spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal had said
that both sides reviewed the full
spectrum of Special and Privi-
leged Strategic Partnership and
shared perspectives on bilat-
eral, regional and global issues
of mutual interest.

According to TASS, on

told TASS.



TRADE RELIEF TO EXPORTERS
RBI extends export realisation

timeline amid persistent global
disruptions, supply chainrisks

Hitesh Vyas
Mumbai, March 31

The central bank said it has

been receiving multiple repre-
sentations from stakeholders
highlighting difficulties in ad-
hering to prescribed timelines
for the realisation of export pro-
ceeds. These challenges are
largely attributed to the.on-
goinglogistical bottlenecks and
uncertainties arising from the
West Asia crisis.

Clarifying its stance, the
central bank on Tuesday said
these relaxations will remain

in force, and exporters
may avail the facility as per the
stipulated conditions.

EXPLAINED

What prompted
the relief measures

Multiple representations
that highlighted the
difficultiesin meeting
prescribed timelinesto
realise export proceeds
were sent to the Reserve
Bank by stakeholders. The
keyreasonsbehind it were
logistical bottlenecks and
uncertainties arisingdueto
the West Asiawar

As part of the supportive
measures, the RBI had earlier
enhanced the maximum
period for realisation of both
pre-shipment and post-ship-
ment export credit to 450 days
for disbursals made up to
March 31, 2026.

In light of the continuing
disruptions, the central bank
hasdecided toextend it further.

The central bank said it will
continue to monitor the evol-
ving global conditions and
standsready tointerveneinthe

mostappropriatemanner, reaf-
firming its commitment to
safeguarding the interests
of India’s.export sector in un-
certaintimes.

India’s exports to the West
Asia have beenimpacted by the
ongoing conflict, resulting in
substantial trade flow dis-
ruptions. Key shipping routes,
particularly through the Strait
of Hormuz, have become in-
creasingly hazardous.

It hasled todelays, elevated
freight costs, higher insurance
premiums, and in some cases,
the suspension or diversion of
shipments — further extending
transit times and increasing
overall expenses.

The falling value of the
rupee, rise in oil prices and fears
overinflation in the wake of the
West Asia conflictled the RBIto

take action.




‘March India diesel export to SE Asia at 7-year high on war’

cut output and countries
including China to ban ex-
ports of refined products. These shipments wi

help to ease supply tight-
ness going into April, trad-
ers said. Some analysts ex-
pect the trend to last in the
near term despite the In-
dian government reinstat-
ing export taxes for diesel.
Sparta Commodities’
analyst James Noel-Bes
wick said its arbitrage cal-
culations suggested that
the trade flow can conti-
nue into August at least.

Reuters gins for Indian refiners
SINGAPORE who have purchased large
volumes of prompt Rus-
sian crude to replace Mid-
dle East supply disrupted
by the war.

Reliance did not imme-
diately respond to a Reu-
ters request for comment.

Supply pivots

Traders tapped India’s die-

from analytics firm Kpler sel supply for Southeast

and three trade sources, Asia and Australia after the

with around half of the vol- . Middle East conflict dis-
The surge in exports umesbound for Singapore. rupted crude supplies to

could boost spot sale mar- DN Asia, leading refineries to




Sanand ‘bridge’ to Silicon Valley: PM
on rise in semiconductor ecosystem

Abhinay Deshpande

AHMEDABAD

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Prime Minister de-
scribed the current period
as the “decade of India”
and underscored the rapid
expansion of the country’s
electronics sector. He pro-

The plant, builtat an es-
timated cost of 33,300
crore, will'serve as a signif-

Switching on: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the inauguration of
the Kaynes Semiconductor Plant in Ahmedabad on Tuesday. AnI

icant milestone under In-

dia’s semiconductor
mission.
Global market

Stating that India is emerg-
ing as a reliable semicon-
ductor supplier in the glo-
bal market, Mr. Modi
added that chips manufac-
tured in Sanand will reach
the United States and il-

luminate the world. “In-

“As a result, the Semi-
conductor Mission was
launched in India in 2021.
This is not merely an in-
dustrial policy, but a decla-
ration of India’s confidence

on the global stage. He ad-
ded that today’s New India
is not just witnessing
change but is moving for-
ward to lead it,” he said.

India’s position
Referring to India’s recent
participation in the Pax Sil-
ica initiative, a U.S.-led coa-
lition focused on securing
supply chains for semicon-
ductors, artificial intelli-
gence and rare earth ele-
ments, Mr. Modi said such
collaborations will en-
hance resilience in critical
technology sectors.

‘Techade’

Describing the current pe-
riod as India’s ‘Techade’,
Mr. Modi noted that India
is among the leading adop-
ters of artificial intelligence
and pointed to the success
of Digital India and fintech
as evidence of growing pu-
blic trust in technology.




Lights, Camera,Lift-off

THE NASA Artemis |1 SLS (Space Launch:System) rocket with the Orion spacecraft is seen at Launch
Complex 39B at the Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Tuesday. AP

NASA begins Artemis II countdown

Associated Press
Cape Canaveral, March 31

around Earth, their Orion cap-
sule will propel them to the
moon and back.

The nearly 10-day flight will

end with a splashdown in the
Pacific.“Our team has worked

extremely hard to get us to this
moment,” said launch director
Charlie Blackwell-Thompson.

“Certainly all indications
are right now we are in excel-

lent, excellent shape.”

NASA’s Artemis II mission
should have soared in Febru-
ary, but was grounded by
hydrogen fuel leaks. The leaks
were fixed, but then a helium
pressurization line became

clogged, forcing a return to the
hangar late last month.

Artemis II’s pilot Victor
Glover said that he wants
young people to see them and
think, “Girl power and that’s
awesome, and that young
brown boys and girls can look
atme and go ‘Hey, he looks like
me and he’s doing what???”




« SPACE

How NASA will fly astronauts to the Moon and back for Artemis II

Amitabh Sinha
New Delhi, March 31

NASA's ARTEMIS II mission, carrying four
astronauts on a flyby mission to the Moon,
isall setto be launched on Wednesday. This
will be the first time humans will get tothe
Moon’s neighbourhood after the last Apollo
mission in 1972. The Artemis IT mission will
not land on the Moon but circle it and re-
turn to Earth after a 10-day journey. A suc-
cessor mission, planned for2028, is sched-
uled tomake aMoon landing with another
set of four astronauts.

Longer vs shorter routes

The Artemis I mission will take three to
four days to reach the Moon’s neighbour-
hood — roughly the same time the Apollo
missions took to land on the lunar surface.
Many other recent uncrewed lunar
missions, including India’s Chandrayaan-
3, took much longer, between a few weeks
and a few months, to get to the Moon.

Longer routes are more fuel-efficient
and economical, while quicker routes
require more powerful rockets. The SLS
(Space Launch System) rockets being used
for the Artemis missions are the most

powerful launch vehicles available to
NASAright now. The Apollo missions used
Saturn V rockets, which are the most
powerfulrockets ever built.

Launch from NASA's Kennedy

EntryintoEarth’s Space Center in Florida

atmosphere and
splashdown

Lunar flyby

Flungintospace

©® While moving around the Moon, the Orion spacecraft will
travel toadistance of about 6,500 kmfromitsfar side

© This will be the farthest distance that humans have ever
ventured intospace

Both the SLS rocket and the Orion
spacecraft being used for this mission are
relatively new. The two had debuted on the
Artemis I mission in 2022, which was un-

crewed but followed roughly the same path
to the Moon and back, though it stayed in
space for a longer duration, about 25 days,
tocarry out tests. This is the first time that
the SLS rocket and Orion spacecraft are
being used to carry astronauts.

Thepath

The Artemis IT Mission will make two
rounds of the Earth before embarking on its
journey towards the Moon. Once there, it will
go around the Moon before starting the re-
turnjourneyto Earth. While moving around
the Moon, the Orion spacecraft will travel to
adistance ofabout 6,500 km from the far side
of the Moon. This will be thefarthest that hu-
mans have ever ventured into space.

The Apollo missionsthatlanded onthe
Moon reached an altitude of just about 110
km from the far side of the lunar surface,
while moving around it.

Artemis I is sort of a test-ride mission,
meant to test and validate all systems be-
foreastronauts finally make the landing on
the Moon in 2028.

The mission’s launch was aborted ear-
lier. Asof Monday, NASA said there was an
80% chance that the weather would be fa-
vourable forasmooth launch on April 1.




Trump blasts allies, tells
them ‘go get your own oil’

US. President accuses NATO partners of not being there for America during the war on Iran; he

tells countries they can either buy fuel from the US. or go to the Strait of Hormuz to-pick it up

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Mr. Trump accused al-
lies of not being there for
the U.S. and encouraged
countries to take the oil
from the Strait of Hormuz,
the crucial waterway bor-
dering Iran that Tehran has
mostly blocked off. The

Assessing damage: Members of the Red Crescent Society working

.

at the site of an attack in'Tehran on Tuesday. REUTERS

Trump wrote on the Truth
Social site, early Tuesday
morning Washington time.

“You’ll have to start
learning how to fight for
yourself, the U.S.A. won’t
be there to help you any-
more, just like you weren’t
there for us. Iran has been,
essentially, decimated. The
hard part is done. Go get
your own oil!” Mr. Trump
added.

In recent weeks, the
President has been at odds
with the position of U.K.
Prime Minister on Iran and

Starmer and the U.K.-U.S.
“special relationship”

since his return to the
White House.|

However, Mr. Trump, in
a subsequent post, said he
“greatly respected” Bri-
tain’s King Charles III and
looked forward to welcom-
ing the King and Queen on
a state visit to Washington
at the end of the month.

Buckingham Palace con-
firmed the visit.

Asked for a reaction to

Mr. Trump’s statements,
Downing Street directed

‘Iran has will
to end war, but
needs guarantees’

TEHRAN

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian said on Tuesday his
country had the “necessary
will” to end the ongoing war
with Israel and the United
States, but was seeking
guarantees that the conflict
would not be repeated. “The
solution to normalising the
situation is the cessation of
their aggressive attacks,” he

said on Tuesday. » PAGE 14

The Hindu to Mr. Starmer’s
words on a visit to Finland
last week. There, the
Prime Minister had fo-
cused on Russia’s war with
Ukraine saying there was a
“war on two fronts”, in Uk-
raine and Iran. Russian
President Vladimir Putin
was benefiting from the
war in West Asia, Mr.
Starmer had said, as he
urged the harder pursuit of
Russia’s ‘shadow fleet’ of
oil-carrying vessels in Eu-
ropean waters, circum-
venting Western sanctions.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

CAULDRON OF CONFLICT
» PAGE 6



Trump blasts allies, tells
them ‘get your own oil’

“This is not our war and we’re not going to get
drawn in to it,” Mr. Starmer had said on Monday,
in reference to Iran, reiterating that the U.K.s in-
volvement was restricted to defensive action.
U.K. Defence Secretary John Healey, on a visit
to West Asia, said on Tuesday that extra British
troops and air defence systems would be de-
ployed to the region, according to a BBC report.

Remarks on France
Mr. Trump also took aim at France in his Tuesday

Qo
wn»
—
‘m

””

Mr. Trump wrote on Truth Social. The Hindu has
reached out to the French foreign ministry for a

U.S. Secretary of War Pete Hegseth reiterated
Mr. Trump’s message during a press briefing at
the Pentagon on Tuesday. He said the world
should “be prepared to stand up” and that it was

b 13

not just America’s “problem set” going forward,
claiming that the U.S. had done the “lion’s share”
of opening up the Strait.
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Iran has ‘necessary will’ to end war,
but seeking guarantees: President

Iran’s five-point counterproposal to 15-point US. plan calls for ending the ‘aggression’; attack on Isfahan, which hosts nuclear

enrichment site, created a massive fireball; strike on oil tanker caused a fire, which officials say ‘did not result in an oil spill

Agence France-Presse
Associated Press

TEHRAN/DUBAIL

ranian President Ma-
l soud Pezeshkian said

on Tuesday his coun-
try had the “necessary
will” to end the ongoing
war with Israel and the Un-
ited States, but was seeking
guarantees that the con-
flict would not be repeat-

—
Caught in crosshairs: Damage to the Kuwait-flagged Al-Salmi oil
tanker following a reported Iranian strike on Tuesday. REUTERS

Pezeshkian said in a phone
conversation with the Pre-
sident of the European
Council, according to a

statement from his office,
reiterating a key demand
of Tehran’s.

“The solution to norma-
lising the situation is the
cessation of their aggres-
sive attacks,” Mr. Pezesh-
kian said on Tuesday.

U.S. strikes hit a city on
Tuesday that is home to
one of Iran’s main nuclear
sites, sending a massive fi-
reball into the sky, and

An Iranian drone hit a
Kuwaiti oil tanker in waters
off the United Arab Emi-
rates city of Dubai, spark-
ing a blaze that was later
put out, the Dubai Media
Office said. Authorities said
there was no oil spill.
U.S.-Israeli strikes also
killed four persons,
wounded 26 and damaged
the Grand Husseiniya, a
Shia Muslim mosque in
northwest Iranian city of
Zanjan. Local media added
that “parts of dome and
minarets were damaged”.



‘We have no kings, chant protesters
as anti-Trump movement expands

Anisha Dutta
NEW YORK

sage that has now become
a rallying cry. It goes on to
accuse the administration
of unleashing “masked se-
cret police”, pursuing “an
illegal, catastrophic war
putting us in danger and
driving up our costs”, and
undermining civil liberties.
“Power belongs to the peo-
ple — not to wannabe kings
or their billionaire cro-
nies.” White House spokes-
person Abigail Jackson
characterised them as the
product of “leftist funding

said in a statement.
According to the organ-

turnout surpassed earlier
waves in June and October

Massive outrage: Demonstrators congregating at the State Capitol
during a ‘No Kings’ protest in St. Paul, Minnesota. REUTERS

last year, which drew
roughly five million and se-
ven million participants,
respectively, according to
the organisers.

Grassroots movement
‘No Kings’ is a coalition-dri-
ven protest movement pri¢
marily driven by prlggs-
sive,  anti-authoritarian
organisations, _including
Indivisible, 50501, Move-
On, Public Citizen, ' the
American Civil Liberties
Union, and-the National
Action 'Network. The
groups also bring in a
broad range of partner or-
ganisations, labor unions,
legal organisations such as
the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, and advocacy
groups such as the Move-
ment for Black Lives.

Their stated aim, ac-
cording to organisers, is to
“safeguard ~ democracy
from an authoritarian”
through “organised, non-
violent, insistent people
power”. That message ap-
pears to be resonating
across a wide spectrum of
Americans. While immi-
gration enforcement has
emerged as a central flash-
point, the protests reflect a
convergence of grievances:
the administration’s mili-
tary posture abroad, espe-
cially its war in Iran; rising
living costs; alleged voter
suppression; and the roll-
back of civil rights
protections.

The symbolic centre of
Saturday’s protests was the
Twin Cities region — Min-
neapolis and St. Paul -
where tensions over immi-
gration enforcement have
been particularly acute af-
ter residents stood up to
the surge of federal immi-
gration agents the Trump
administration sent into
the region earlier this year
and after the death of two
residents, Renee Good and
Alex Pretti, who were
killed while observing ac-
tivities by Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE).

The flagship rally drew
tens of thousands to the
State Capitol in St. Paul. Se-
nator Bernie Sanders ad-
dressed the crowd along-
side actor-activist Jane
Fonda and musicians Joan
Baez and Maggie Rogers.
Later, Bruce Springsteen
performed a song titled
‘Streets of Minneapolis’,
sharply critical of immigra-
tion enforcement policies.
A prerecorded message
from actor Robert De Niro
was also played at the rally.

The actor said he wakes
up “depressed” by the pol-
itical climate but felt hope-
ful seeing millions mobil-
ise. He also praised
Minnesotans for “running
ICE out of town” — a claim
that organisers say reflects
the growing resistance to
federal enforcement ef-
forts. Protesters held up ef-

figies of Mr. Trump, Vice
President J.D. Vance and
other officials in the admi-
nistration, calling for their

In New York City, thou-
sands packed Times
Square and marched
through Midtown Manhat-
tan, forcing police to shut
down major streets.

Demonstrators carried
placards reading “No
kings, no crowns” and “De-
mocracy, not dynasty,”
while chanting slogans.
The scale of turnout likely
exceeded October’s prot-
est, when more than
100,000 people gathered
across the city’s five
boroughs.

Donna Lieberman, ex-
ecutive director of the New
York Civil Liberties Union,
said during a news confe-
rence that Mr. Trump and
his supporters want peo-

le to be afraid to protest.

(Anisha Dutta is a journal-
ist based in New York)




China, Pak. outline 5-point
plan to end West Asia war

Agence France-Presse

BEIJING

The two countries out-
lined a joint initiative “for
restoring peace and stabili-
ty in the Gulf and Middle
East region”, after a wvisit
from senior Pakistani offi-
cials to Beijing.

Wang Yi

Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar met his Chi-
nese counterpart Wang Yi
and agreed to “strengthen
strategic communication
and coordination on the
Iran situation and ... make
new efforts towards advo-
cating for peace”, Beijing
said.

Mr. Dar’s Ministry later
said the two sides had

agreed on a five-point plan,
starting with the “imme-
diate cessation of hostili-
ties” and the “start of
peace talks as soon as

»

“China and Pakistan
support the relevant par-
ties in initiating talks, with
all parties committing to
peaceful resolution of dis-
putes, and refraining from
the use or the threat of use
of force during peace
talks,” it added.

The plan also calls for an
end to attacks on civilians
and non-military targets.



Russian-flagged oil tanker Anatoly Kolodki (right), approaches the
Matanzas port in Cuba on Tuesday. ap

‘Sanctioned’ Russian
tanker brings oil lifeline
to blackout-hit Cuba

Reuters
Matanzas, March 31

The administration of US
President Donald Trump had
allowed the shipment to pro-
ceed despiteits ongoing energy
blockade.

"Our gratitude to the Gov-
ernment and People of Russia

for all the support we are receiv-
ing. A valuable shipment that
arrives amidst the complex
energy situation we are facing,”

Cuban Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Carlos Fernandez de Cos-
sioon X.

“It'sasign of the brutal siege
Cubans endure with heroism
and stoicism. It's a demonstra-
tion of the criminal cruelty of
imperialism against a nation
that refuses to be dominated.”

Japandeploys

firstlong-range
missiles, boosts
strike capability

Associated Press
Tokyo, March 31
JAPAN’S FIRST long-range
missile was.deployed at a
southwesternarmy camp, offi-
cials said Tuesday, as the
countrypushestobolsterits of-
fensive capabilities.

The upgraded Type-121and-
to-shipmissiles, developed and
produced by Japan's Mitsub-
ishi Heavy Industries, became
operational at Camp Kengun in
Kumamoto prefecture.

“As Japan faces the most se-
vere and complex security en-
vironment in the postwar era ...
it is an extremely important ca-
pability to strengthen Japan's
deterrence and responsiveness,’
Defense Minister Shinjiro Koi-
zumi said. “It demonstrates Ja-
pan's firm determination and
capability to defend itself.”

The Type-12 land-to-ship missile
launcher at Camp Kenguninthe
Kumamoto prefecture, Japan.riLe



TRADE RELIEF TO EXPORTERS
RBI extends export realisation

timeline amid persistent global
disruptions, supply chainrisks

Hitesh Vyas
Mumbai, March 31

IN A response to the persistent
geopolitical uncertainties and
supply chain disruptions
in West Asia, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Tuesday
announced the continuation
and expansion of key relief
measures aimed at supporting
exporters struggling to meet
payment realisation deadlines.

The central bank said it has
been receiving multiple repre-
sentations from stakeholders
highlighting difficulties in ad-
hering to prescribed timelines
for the realisation of export pro-
ceeds. These challenges are
largely attributed to the.on-
goinglogistical bottlenecks and
uncertainties arising from the
West Asia crisis.

In a November 2025 direc-
tive, the RBI had extended the
time period for realisation and
repatriation of the full export
value of goods, software, and
services exported from India.

The permissible period was
increased from nine to 15
months from the export date.

Clarifying its stance, the
central bank on Tuesday said
these relaxations will remain
in force, and exporters
may avail the facility as per the
stipulated conditions.

EXPLAINED

What prompted
the relief measures

Multiple representations
that highlighted the
difficultiesin meeting
prescribed timelinesto
realise export proceeds
were sent to the Reserve
Bank by stakeholders. The
keyreasonsbehind it were
logistical bottlenecks and
uncertainties arisingdueto
the West Asiawar

As part of the supportive
measures, the RBI had earlier
enhanced the maximum

period for realisation of both
pre-shipment and post-ship-
ment export credit to 450 days
for disbursals made up to

The central bank said it will
continue to monitor the evol-
ving global conditions and
stands readytointerveneinthe

most appropriate manner, reaf-
firming its commitment to
safeguarding the interests
of India’s.export sector in un-
certaintimes.

India’s exports to the West
Asia have been impacted by the
ongoing conflict, resulting in
substantial trade flow dis-
ruptions. Key shipping routes,
particularly through the Strait
of Hormuz, have become in-
creasingly hazardous.

It hasled todelays, elevated
freight costs, higher insurance
premiums, and in some cases,
the suspension or diversion of
shipments — further extending
transit times and increasing
overall expenses.



