Challenging times, says

PM on West Asia crisis

Modi warns against politicising the issue,

savs the regi

and due to the ongoing war, a ‘crisis’ regarding petrol and diesel is emerging around the world

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
Prendra Modi on
Sunday noted that

the situation in West Asia
had created “challenging
times” and called for those
“politicising” the issue to
refrain from doing so. He

Speaking during his
monthly Mann Ki Baat ad-
dress, the Prime Minister
said that following the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, it was ex-
pected that the world
would move forward on a
path of renewed progress.

“However, situations of
war and conflict have con-
tinuously kept arising in
different parts of _the
world,” he said.

“At present, a fierce war
has been going on in_our
neighbourhood for a
month. Millions of our fa-
mily members, near and
dear ‘ones, live in these
countries, especially work-
ing in the Gulf countries.”

Deeply grateful

Mr. Modi noted that the
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West Asian region is a ma-
jor centre of India’s energy
needs, and due tothe on-
going war, ‘a “crisis” re-
garding petrol and diesel is

emerging -~ around the
world.

“These certainly are
challenging times,” he

said. “I would once again
urge all my countrymen
that we must unitedly over-
come this challenge. Those
who are politicising even
this issue should refrain
from doing so. This is a

“Therefore, those who
are spreading rumours are
causing a major harm to
the country,” Mr. Modi ad-
ded. “I would also appeal
to all citizens to remain vi-
gilant and not be misled by
rumours. Trust only the

I would once again urge all my
countrymen that we must unitedly
overcome this challenge. Those
who are politicising even this issue
should refrain from doing so. This is
a matter concerning the interests
of 140 crore countrymen; there is
no place for self-serving politics.
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continuous information
provided by the govern-
ment and take action
based only on that.”

Key initiatives
During his address, the
Prime Minister also took
note of various initiatives
aimed at nation-building.

“If you have a manu-
script or information about
it, do share its image on the
Gyan Bharatam App,” Mr.
Modi said, adding, “Infor-
mation related to each en-
try is being verified before
it is recorded. I am glad
that thousands of manu-
scripts have been shared
so far.”

Another initiative he
highlighted was MY Bharat

Budget Quest. “It aims to
connect the youth across
the country with the Bud-
get process and policymak-
ing,” the Prime Minister
said. “Nearly 12 lakh youth
from across the country
participated in the quiz.”

Sports achievements
The Prime Minister also
devoted a section of his ad-
dress to India’s sporting
achievements in the recent
past.

“When India achieved a
historic victory in the T20
World Cup, a wave of joy
swept across the country,”
he said. “We are all very
proud of our team’s
thumping success.”

“Late last month, a
thrilling match was wit-
nessed in Hubli, Karnata-
ka. By winning this match,
the Jammu and Kashmir
cricket team secured for
themselves the Ranji Tro-
phy,” he said. He remarked
that this success for Jammu
and Kashmir will encour-
age many young people to
take up sports, adding that
the people of J&K have a
“tremendous passion” for
sports. “I am glad that it is
now becoming a hub for
major sporting events,” Mr.
Modi said. “I hope this win-
ning streak of J&K sports
persons continues in the
future.”



7 foreigners held: Court
agrees with NIA, says
need to probe drone
objective, rebel link

Nirbhay Thakur
New Delhi, March 29

A special court in Delhi has
said that these are the key ques-
tions that the NIA needS te'in-

Six Ukrainians and an American
were held on March 13 and
booked in an alleged terror
conspiracy case. FiLE

Inanorder extending the
custody of the accused by 10
days after hearing arguments
last Friday at the NIA head-
quarters, Additional Sessions
Judge Prashant Sharma said, son?WhetheranyIndianorany

“...facts of this case, have to be
appreciated, in totality. Why ac-

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




Foreigners

“What all infrastructure was
used by accused persons while
visiting Indiaand beyond?Such
questions, and questions of like
nature, need investigation.Iam
inagreement with NIA,” he said.

The NIA told the court the

The judge said, “There are as-
pects which NIA has apprised

this court through case diaries,
which are sensitive informa-

tion... Said information justifies
filing of present application.”
Matthew Aaron Van Dyke of
the USand Hurba Petro, Slyviak
Taras, Ivan Sukmanovskyi, Ste-
fankiv Marian, HoncharukMak-
sim and Kaminskyi Viktor of
Ukrainewere arrestedton March
13. Whilethe US national was de-

tained by theBureau of Immi-
gration at Kolkata airport, three

Ukrainians were detained at
Luckfiow airport and another

three at Delhi airport.
The NIA registered an FIR

the same day under Section 18
(punishment for being part of a
terrorist conspiracy) of the
UAPA, among others.
According tothe FIR, the ac-
cused had entered India on tour-

ist visas on separate dates and
had flown to Guwahati, from

where they had allegedly
travelled to Mizoram without

the requisite documents. They

had then allegedly crossed the
border illegallv into Mvanmar

with the intention of carrying

outa “pre-scheduled training for

Mvanmar-based Ethnic Armed
Groups’,according to the NIA.

Consignments of drones from
Europe were delivered bvthe ac-

cused to individuals and groups
in Mizoram, the NIA said.




On a wing
Subsidies will not create demand for

air travel to small towns
l n a bid to revive the regional aviation sector,

the Union Cabinet has signed off on a ‘Mod-
ifted UDAN’ scheme with a sixfold higher
outlay. The scheme had first been launched to ex-

pand aviation to interior areas, using scheduled
commuter airlines. Even then, industry analysts
and experts had complained tha“
make a viable business case for small regional air-
lines due to a lack of supporting infrastructure .

low or unpredictable passenger demand. im-ufi

CIENNCOVEIAZEI0IOPEANNENEosts. (1 lack of
awareness. In Modified UDAN, the subsidy pe-

riod for tier-Il and tier-l1ll routes has been in-

sion at least one of the small carriers had sought
under UDAN before the COVID-19 pandemic hit.

The exchequer will also fund the subsidies direct-
ly rather than having airlines levy an additional
charge from passengers, with the government
setting aside £10,043 crore over the next décade
mﬁhﬂmﬂﬁmd
12.159 crore to redevelop a hundredamused air-
strips, 33,661 crore to build 200 helipads i
mote areas, and purchase aircraft and helicop-
ters for state carriers to boost last-mile
connectivity to better match the mode of tran-
sport to actual demand-and geography. The
scheme will also pay for ongoing costs such as
staffing and maintenance of low-traffic airports.
Regional aviation in India is structurally fragile
and unlikely.to become widely self-sustaining

due to the unxieldinglx high cost per passenger,
grice sensitivitgi comgetition from rail and road

transport, and operational inefficiencies. INNEN

did 'mot address them adequately and, sadl.
‘Modihed UDAN carries that failing over. The fore

most one is weak underlying demand, with

UDAN often picking routes with insufficient eco-
nomic activity even as leisure and occasional tra-
vel could not sustain relgglar flights. Extending
the subsidies, even if they are eased from the
third year onwards, could keep routes alive for
longer but will not of itself create demand. In this
sense, the government’s reluctance to revisit how
it identifies and nurtures routes, and how diffe-
rent transport modes might substitute for air tra-
vel in low-density regions, seems inexplicable.
The emphasis on last-mile connectivity and bet-
ter planning also appears only partially incorpo-
rated as the details the Civil Aviation Ministry
shared did not mention ground transport links or
integrated scheduling, among others. Whether
the decision to sustain connectivity using sus-
tained government support, rather than cultivate
a market that can stand on its own, will lead to
lasting changes depends on whether route selec-
tion and integration with broader transport and
economic networks improve in practice.
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From Bihar to Rajasthan, thousands of rural workers say work has been halted; as the Centre continues talks with the States
on the VB-G RAM G Act, some district officials say they have been directed not to start new work.under the old scheme

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

or the past 87 days,
F MGNREGS workers
have been protest-

ing at the Muzaffarpur dis-
trict headquarters in Bihar.

The protest in Muzaffar-
ur began on January 2.

Uncertainty continues

“Usually, no work is gi-
ven during the rain. We
waited for the monsoon to
end, then for the water-
logged areas to drain. By
December, the MGNREGA
season normally begins.
But despite repeated de-
mand, no work has been
provided. This is a blatant
violation of the law,” said
Sanjay Sahni of MGNREGA
Watch-Bihar, an organisa-
tion working with rural

workers. Facing repeated
rejections, around 16,000
workers — most of them
women — gathered at the
district headquarters to
demand work. A delega-
tion also travelled to Delhi
on March 25 to meet senior
officials in the Rural Deve-
lopment Ministry.

“The district officials
claim they have instruc-
tions not to start any new
work. But the Ministry offi-
cials insist that no such or-
der exists,” Mr. Sahni said.
He wonders whether it is

- . : gt NIt e et
Hold on: The schemewnder the VB-G RAM G Act, 2025 is yet to be rolled out. MOORTHY G

lack of information or
whether there is an infor-
mal signal from the Centre
to stop all work under the
MGNREGS.

Ground reality

In Dungarpur district of
Rajasthan, similar com-
plaints have emerged. At
Balwarha panchayat,
around 40 women workers
arrived on March 23 to
complete paperwork for
April’'s work cycle. Pan-
chayat officials asked them
to return later, citing a lack

of clarity. On Saturday,
they were told that the
MGNREGS had been dis-
continued and no further
work would be available
under the scheme.

At Padarmarhi Mewarha
panchayat, nearly 30 wo-
men workers sat for four
hours last Friday, demand-
ing work for the first week
of April. Local officials in-
itially claimed that direc-
tions had been issued not
to start new MGNREGS
works. After the women re-
fused to leave, their appli-
cations were eventually ac-
cepted, but uncertainty
continues whether any
work will actually be as-

signed.

of income,” said Madhulika
of the Rajasthan Asangathit
Mazdoor Union.

“There are no formal or-
ders. The VB-G RAM G Act
clearly states that until it is
implemented, MGNREGA
will continue. But on the
ground, we are being told
otherwise,” she said.



Iran warns against ground
invasion amid talks in Pak.

‘Waiting for troops to set them on fire’, says Iran Speaker; Pak. says it will soon host U.S.-Iran talks

after regional Ministers meet in Islamabad; meet a cover for US. to deploy more troops, says Iran
. 0" . i

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD

ranian forces were
l “waiting for the arriv-

al of American troops
on the ground to set them
on fire and punish their re-
gional partners forever”,
Iran’s state media reported
Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf
as saying on Sunday while
warning the U.S. against a
ground invasion. The re-
marks came as Pakistan
announced on Sunday that
it will soon host talks bet-
ween the U.S. and Iran.

aq Dar said in a televised
speech after top diplomats

Foreign Ministers of Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and Turkiye meet
inislamabad on Sunday to discuss the West Asia situation. REUTERS

from regional countries
met in Islamabad.

There was no imme-
diate word from the U.S. or
Iran.

Foreign Ministers of
Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, and
Egypt were in Islamabad
on Sunday for talks with-
out U.S. or Israeli participa-
tion in a push to broker an
end to the month-long war.

The Iranian Speaker dis-
missed Sunday’s talks as a
cover while the U.S. dis-
patches additional troops
to West Asia.

The visiting Ministers
have endorsed Pakistan’s
peace efforts, Mr. Dhar
said without specifying
whether the proposed
talks would be direct or in-
direct. The Ministers are

Challenging
times, says PM or
West Asia crisis

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday, in his monthly
Mann Ki Baat address, noted
that the situation in West Asia
had created “challenging
times” and called for those
“politicising” issue to refrain
from doing so. » PAGE 10

expected to meet again o
Monday. Israel and th
U.S., however, kept u
strikes on Iran on Sunda
and Tehran responded t
firing missiles and drone
across West Asia.
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Iran warns against
eround invasion

Egypt’s Badr Abdelatty, who was part of the talks
with Turkiye’s Hakan Fidan, Saudi Arabia’s Prince
Faisal Bin Farhan, and Pakistan’s Ishaq Dar, said

logue" between the US.and .

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
warned in a statement that it would consider Is-

raeh umversmes and branches of U.S. universities
: o1 ace Offered

media reported after lsraell strlkes hit several un-

iersitics. including ones claimed (o have been
used by the Islamic Republicfornuclear research
and development.

Israel announced waves of incoming strikes
from Iran on Sunday and explosions could be
heard throughout Tehran.

Paklstam ane Mmlster Shehbaz Sharif earller

had held “extensive discussions” on the regional

hostilities. Officials said 20 more Pakistani- -flagged
srabpo e dhonaed lo Lt i suac ol ot
late on Saturday as Iran eased restrictions over the
critical waterway.

[RGC also said that they launched strikes on
aluminium plants in Bahrain and the UAE over the
weekend, targeting what they described as indus-
tries linked to the U.S. military. It added that the
strikes were retaliation for a U.S.-Israeli attack on
Iranian industrial infrastructure launched from
bases in Gulf states. Aluminium Bahrain, one of
the world's largest aluminium producers, said two
employees were wounded in the strike.

(With AFP inputs)



‘Global acceptance of
Pakistan a failure of

Indian foreign policy’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In the context of Pakistan
mediating between the Un-
ited States and Iran to re-
solve the ongoing conflict
in West Asia, Jairam Ra-
mesh, general secretary
(communications) of the
Congress, on Sunday criti-
cised the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led government’s fo-
reign policy, alleging that

In a post on X, Mr. Ra-

Mr. Ramesh argued that
despite Pakistan’s isolation
after the 2008 Mumbai at-
tacks, it had recently re-
gained international ac-
ceptance. Citing External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar’s description of Pakis-
tan as a “dalal”, he said
this shift underscored
what he termed the “colos-
sal failure” of the Modi go-
vernment’s foreign policy.

He added that U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump,
whom Prime Minister Na-

Jairam Ramesh

rendra-Modi has publicly
called a “good friend”, had
also contributed to Pakis-
tan’s current standing. Mr.
Ramesh questioned why
the Prime Minister, despite
showcasing close ties with
Washington at events such
as the Howdy Modi rally in
Houston in 2019 and the
Namaste Trump event in
Ahmedabad in 2020, had
“allowed this to happen”.

Mr. Ramesh alleged that

precedented market ac-
cess, had yielded no diplo-
matic leverage.

Mr. Ramesh said the
“unravelling” of what he
described as a “heavily
personality driven foreign
policy” had exposed the
“Vishwaguru” persona as a
“Vishwaphoney”.



Pak. as U.S. mediator with Iran

recalls Nixon’s China outreach

Washington’s decision is shaped by Pakistan’s proximity, its ties with Tehran, andits lack of ties with Israel

WORLD INSIGHT

Suhasini Haidar

akistan’s emergence as
Washington’s choice as a
mediator in talks with Iran can
be explained in a number of
ways. Since Operation Sindoor in May

In particular, Mr. Trump hoste
General Munir to lunch at the White
House in June last year, amidst the last
U.S.-Israeli strikes, in an effort reportedly
to ensure that Pakistan would not support

Cold War precedent
However, Washington’s decision to

At that time, U.S. President Richard
Nixon had begun to work on his plan to
open up relations with Beijing (the U.S.
still formally recognised Taiwan as the
Republic of China), but direct Sino-U.S.
Ambassadorial talks had floundered.
Pakistan was not the first option, as he
and his National Security Advisor, Henry
Kissinger, considered others.

Mao Zedong, Chairman of the Chinese
Communist Party and leader of the

People’s Republic of China (PRC), turned
_ a

track fell apart after two rounds of talks
between U.S. and Chinese officials, as Mr.
Mao protested U.S. attacks on Cambodia,

which were part of a U.S. Army effort to
cut off supplies to Vietnamese troops.

While Mr. Nixon’s need for partners in
Asia, as the Vietnam War drained the U.S.,
drove him to seek China, Sino-Soviet
tensions gave Mr. Mao a reason to engage
with Washington.

The U.S. tried Romania, working
through President Nicolae Ceausescu to
reach out to the Chinese government, but
hit an unexpected block. “We went to the
Romanians, thinking they were most
independent of the East Europeans and
they were communists and therefore the
Chinese would like that. Turns out the
one group the Chinese didn’t trust were
Communists,” Mr. Kissinger told journalist
Tom Brokaw decades later, explaining
that Beijing feared Romanian officials
would divulge details to the Kremlin,
which would attempt to sabotage the
process.

By then, Mr. Nixon had also established
a secret channel to the PRC’s leadership
through Pakistani President General Agha
Mohammad Yahya Khan. “In Nixon’s
view, Khan was an attractive intermediary
since he had good relations with the
leaders of the U.S. and the PRC, and he
provided a means to circumvent the U.S.
Department of State, which Nixon feared




Israeli pesticide
plant struck by

Iranian missile,
fire breaks out

Reuters
Jerusalem, Islamabad,
March29

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said on Sun-
day he had instructed the mili-

He said the decision aimed

to strengthen Israel’s security
posture along the northern
frontier.

Israeli pesticides maker
ADAMA said its Makhteshim
plant in southern Israel had
been hit either by an Iranian
missile or debris from aninter-
cepted missile on Sunday, but
no injuries were
reported. ADAMA, part of Chi-
nese-owned Syngenta Group,
said the extent of any damage:
to the plant was not immedi-
ately known.

Israel’s fire and rescue ser-
vicesaid a firebrokeoutin anin=
dustrial areain'southern Israel
that houses severalchemical

(From L-R) Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty, Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al-Saud, Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar and Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan walk
down to their meeting venue in Islamabad onSunday. A

manufacturing and industrial
plants following an Iranian mis-
sile attack, likely debris from a
missile that was intercepted.

Meanwhile, Pakistan
hosted talks with Turkey, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia onSunday as
part of its efforts to brokeran
end to the Iranwar, with initial
discussions focused on propo-
salsto reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz toshipping;,sources said.

Foreignministers from the
three regionalpowerslanded in
Islamabad for the talks as Iran
warned the US against launch-
ing aground attack and global
oiliprices surged amid con-
tinued fighting between Iran,
the USand Israel.

The countries meeting in
Pakistan have floated proposals
toWashington tied to maritime

trafficand reopening the Strait
of *Hormuz,  sources told
Reuters, as part of wider efforts
tostabilise shipping.

Pakistan, which like Turkey
borders Iran, has leveraged its
close ties to both Tehran and
‘Washington to emerge as a key
diplomatic channel in the con-
flict, while Ankara and Cairo
havealso played a role.

Asource from Pakistansaid
proposals, including from
Egypt, had been forwarded to
the White House by the coun-
tries before Sunday's meeting
and that they included Suez
Canal-style fee structures.

Two other PakKistani
sources said Turkey, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia could form a
consortium to manage oil flows
through the waterway.

10 Kuwaititroops
injuredinIranian
missile attack

Kuwait: Ten Kuwaiti military
personnel were injured in an
Iranian missile attackon a mili-
tary camp in the Gulf country,
the Kuwaiti army said on Sun-
day, without giving a location.
During a media briefing,
the Ministry's Spokesman Co-
lonel Saud Al-Atwan said that
some of these missiles and
drones targeted a Kuwaiti
armed forces base, leaving 10
personnel injured and causing
material damage to the site.
REUTERS

Isracl bars Latin Patriarch
from entering Church
of the Holy Sepulchre

World leaders
condemn move

Reuters
Tel Aviv, March 29

ISRAELI POLICE prevented
the Latin Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem from marking Palm Sun-
day at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre “for the first time in
centuries,” the Patriarchate
said, with police citing security
concemslinked to the Iran war.

Cardinal Pierbattista Pizza-
ballaand Friar FrancescoIelpo
were stopped by police while
walking to the church, built on
the site where Christians be-
lieve Jesus was crucified and
rose from the dead, the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem said.

“As aresult, and for the first
time in centuries, the Heads of
the Church were prevented
from celebrating the Palm Sun-
day Mass at the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre,” it said in a
statement.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said in a
statement: "There was no ma-
licious intent whatsoever, only
concern for his (Pizzaballa's)
safety and that of his party."

He said preparations were
inplacetoallowchurchleaders
toworship at the church in the
coming days.

Israeli police said all holy
sites in Jerusalem's Old City -
including those sacred to Chris-
tians, Muslims and Jews — had
been closed to worshippers
since thestartof the U.S.-Israeli
war on Iran, particularly loca-
tions without bomb shelters.

Palm Sunday marks the be-
ginning of Holy Week, the most
importantweek inthe Christian
calendar, leading to Easter. The
0ld Citywould typically bebusy,
with Roman Catholics passing
through the massive wooden
doors of the Holy Sepulchre.

Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni criticised the police ac-
tionand Foreign Minister Anto-
nio Tajani said on social media
that he would summon Israel's
ambassador over the incident.

France's President Emma-
nuel Macroncondemned theIs-
raeli police's decision, which he
said “adds to the worrying in-
crease in violations of the status
ofthe Holy Placesin Jerusalem.”

US Ambassador to Israel
Mike Huckabeesaid denying the
Patriarch's entry to the church
on Palm Sundaywas “difficultto
understand or justify.”

The Vatican did not respond
to a request for comment. On
Sunday, Pope Leo said that God
rejects the prayers of leaders
whostart warsand have “hands
full of blood”, in unusually
forceful remarks as theIran war
entered its second month.



OO . il .l 5 physically produced i court

supporters of Communist Party of Nepal (UML) stage prote:

Press Trust of India
KATHMANDU

epal’s former Prime
N Minister K.P. Shar-

ma Oli was remand-
ed in judicial custody for
five days by the Kathman-
du District Court on Sun-
day, even as protests conti-
nue to erupt in various
parts of the country over
the arrests.

arrests came a day after the

Hue and cry: Supporters of K:P. Sharma Oli march escorted by
police during aprotest, in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Sunday. REUTERS

Mr. Lekhak was present-

ed before the district court
seeking remand for ten
days to carry out further
investigation into their al-
leged involvement in the
incidents of killings. He
was also remanded in cus-

linister arrested in a money laundering case

tody for five days. Howev-
er, ex-PM Oli virtually at-
tended the district court
session due to his deterio-
rating health conditions,
according to Deepak Ku-
mar Shrestha, information
officer at the district court.

Mr. Oli is currently un-
dergoing medical treat-
ment at Tribhuvan Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital in
Maharajgunj, Kathmandu,
as his health conditions de-
teriorated when he was ta-
ken to the hospital on Sa-
turday following the arrest.

Workers of the Commu-
nist Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Lennist) held a
protest in Maitighar against
the arrest of the party
chair, Mr. Oli.

Meanwhile, Nepal pol-

ice on Sunday arrested
former Energy Minister
and Nepali Congress lead-
er Deepak Khadka in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering case, local media
reported.

During the Gen Z prot-
est last year, images and vi-
deos had surfaced showing
burnt fragments of bank-
notes at the residences of
Mr. Khadka and former
Prime Ministers Sher Baha-
dur Deuba and Pushpa Ka-
mal Dahal.

Mr. Khadka was accused
of receiving financial bene-
fits in exchange for facili-
tating licences and con-
tracts for projects while
serving as the Minister for
Energy, Water Resources
and Irrigation.



Neighbours first
India must invite Nepal's new Prime
Minister, Balen Shah, to revive ties

nister Narendra Modi and Nepal’s newly-
sworn-in Prime Minister Balendra “Balen”

du are prepared to begin a new chapter in rela-
tions, united by familial bonds, a shared culture,

l n an exchange of early messages, Prime Mi-

ny former leaders of Nepal, Mr. Shah studied in
India. Familiarity aside, it would be a mistake to
assume that his ascension will chart a well-worn
and predictable course between the two coun-
tric~. At 35, he is Nepal’s first Madhesi leader. and
upturns the old dominance ot the Brahmin-Chet
tri Pahadi elite. New Delhi must have a greater
understanding of the priorities of this new Gen-7
o eaent tat biougit dowa thie Klshan
Oli government in 2025. This is a new leadership
that has not inherited the old foreign policy un-
derstandings of the past generations of leaders
that came through the panchayati movement,
Congress and Communist-parties, or the Maoist
movement that overthrew the monarchy. In that
sense, the Shah government’s foreign policy, in-
cluding its ties with €hina and the U.S., as well as
the overarching rélationship with India, is yet to

be formalised. GGG -

it also strained its ties over the constitution, (¢

long blockade on border trade, and territorial is-
sues. As Mayor of Kathmandu, SRS
known for his overt nationalism. and rejection o/
the “hegemony” of India and other powers
while his use of a map of “Greater Nepal” had
been read with some concern in New Delhi.

The Modi government should tread lightly,
and positively, as the Shah government finds its

i1 but offer India’s full support in dealing with
NEPaISEEEERalEREs:. \ 0N ¢ (hose are

the impacts of the war in West Asia where Nepal
will need help with fuel and fertilizer imports.

Approximately 142 of Nepal's population (about
Zaxillion) work abroad, and the country is de-
pendent on remittances and tourism revenues.

New Delhi could also reconsider requests from
previous Nepali governments to allow overflight

for new Nepali airports, reduce restrictions on

purchasing Nepali power produced with third-

country assistance and to update the bilateral
ISR Differences delayed New Del:

hi’s invitation in 2024 to Mr. Oli, upon his election
- he eventually visited Beijing first. It is time to

quickly invite Mr. Shah to visit Delhi at the ear-
liest, and for Delhi and Kathmandu to move for-
ward, putting “Neighbours first” in South Asia.

’




Associated Press
SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong-un observed a test of
an upgraded solid-fuel en-
gine for weapons capable
of reaching the U.S. main-
land, and called it a signifi-
cant development boost-
ing his country’s strategic
military arsenal, state me-
dia reported on Sunday.
While the test was in
line with Mr. Kim’s stated
goal of acquiring more
agile, hard-to-detect mis-
siles targeting the U.S. and
its allies, some experts
speculate North Korea’s
claim may be an exaggera-
tion. Missiles with built-in
solid propellants-are easier
to move and conceal their
launches than liquid-fuel
weapons, which in general
must be fuelled before lif-
toffs and cannot last long.
The official Korean Cen-

Jda ~—

Kim Jong-uninspecting a combustion test of a solid-fuel rocket
engine at an undisclosed location in North Korea. AFp

tral News Agency reported
Mr. Kim watched the
ground jet test of the en-
gine using a composite car-
bon fibre material. It said
the engine’s maximum
thrust is 2,500 kilonew-
tons, up from about 1,970
kilonewtons reported in a
similar solid-fuel engine
test in September.

KCNA reported the test
was conducted as part of

the country’s five-year
arms build-up meant to
upgrade “strategic strike
means,” a term referring to
nuclear-capable ballistic
missiles and other wea-
pons.

Mr. Kim said the latest
engine test had “great sig-
nificance in putting the
country’s strategic military
muscle on the highest le-
vel,” according to KCNA.



Abhinav Chakraborty
New Delhi, March 29

OVER THE years, Gulf Arab countries pro-
cured top-of-the-line US-made fighter jets
and air defence systems to counter external
security threats. But these lavishly as-
sembled systems have runintoa formidable
opponent built at a fraction of their cost —
Iran’s Shahed drone, which it has used to
devastating effect in the war in West Asia.

The use of drones, notjust in the Gulf, but
also the Russia-Ukraine war and the India-
Pakistan conflict last year, demonstrates
how modern war is being shaped by low-
cost technology that is easy to obtain and dif-
ficultto defeat.

Upinthe air
Besides missile systems, Gulf countries

each). These jets can use their cheaper can-
non rounds. But that would require them
to attack drones at close quarters and low
altitudes, endangering civilians.

Since the war began on February 28,

Analysts say this is not sustainable in
thelongterm.

WhileasShahed dronccosts

anﬁvhere between ;20 000 and %O 000

aplece Lo manuracture, Just keeping -
[16in theair costs over $25,000 per hout.

Ifone of these jets were shot down, both

theplane and the skilled pilot would be lost.

Onwhat Iran’s use of drones says about
its military objectives both in economic
and strategic terms, drone systems expert
Group Captain Rajiv Kumar Narang (re-
tired) told The Indian Express that putting
theeconomic imperative firstand foremost
would be wrong. “From Iran's point of view,
it’s the indigenous innovation that has
made it low cost — not that they went for
low cost (in the first place),” he said.

Narang, a senior fellow at the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence Studiesand
Analyses, said: “The Iranian military reals
ised they will not get everything... Sothey
kept innovating for a longtime and they
kept indigenising all the eritical‘@ompo-
nents in Iran, which made itpossibleto de-
velop a large number of drones.”

Shooting fromthe ground
Then there is thé'question of the

missile systems. A full battery system of

*|ran’s Shahed-136 ‘kamikaze’ drone
ONE-WAY DRONE
cosT 5 }:‘

$20,000-30,000 perunte. ? §= =
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ALTITUDE: From20-30 metres
(below the radar) to up16 5.2 km /
D -
®Push-propellerengine
® Explosivesintheir
nose

e 0ften deployed in swarms
®They dive towards their
target, detonate onimpact

Laser

weapons 8 -

The US and its allies fired over 800 of
these interceptors in the first few days of
the war. According to military data

Cost-effective solutions

® They work by Ukraine earlier used Patriot intercep-
shooting beams that tors (which it received as part of US military
destroy targets with aid) to combat Russia’s Geran drones —

Moscow’s version of the Shahed.

The New York Times reported that these

The US said in March that it deployed

its own one-wav attack drone in Iran. The
_1-

Closer to home, the India-Paki;
flict in May last year also saw significant use
of drones. To combat Pakistan’s employ-
mentof drones en masse, Narangsaid India

ancon-

Theroad ahead

For now, Gulf countries will need to
think about their reliance on costly US de-
fence systems. Anan Tello pointed out in
ananalysis for Arab News: “For Gulf states,
the lesson is clear: even with advanced de-
fences, the economics of modern warfare
areshifting, and the cost of protection may
prove as decisive as firepower itself.”

But while drones may play a key role in
the future of war, Narang said they have not
replaced aircraft: “Allmajor attacksare done
by manned aircraft. Even today, wherever
heavy payloads have to be dropped, it was
(them). But in terms of the ability to strike
soft targets, drones have done well.”



‘New normal (in

India-Canada ties)

doesnoterasewha

has happened’

DivyaA
New Delhi, March 29

HIS BELONGINGS packed in
cartons at his Delhi residence,
ready to be shipped to his
hometown Patna, former In-
dian High Commissioner to Ca-
nada Sanjay Verma recalls
another shift that took place in
the twilight of his 37 years in
foreign service — one that was
abrupt and “tense”.

is happy-that ties have mended
between the two countries, and

out. Edited excerpts froman ex-
clusive interview:

Canada’s Prime Minister
Mark Carney visited India
this month. There has been
aturnaround inIndia-
Canada ties. Youwere in
Ottawawhen ties were
frozen,what do you think
necessitated this
(turnaround)?

Whatever was happeningin
Canada when I was there was
politically motivated. And the
political motivation could
linger long, or could be cut

. EXPRESS
INCrvicw

SANJAY VERMA

FORMER INDIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER
TOCANADA

short depending on the person
in the chair. So, thatiswhat has
happened (with PM Mark Car-
ney coming in). Whenever
thereisachange, thereisawin-
dow of opportunity. And that
window was quickly claimed
through the visit of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to Canada.
PM Carney is more of a global
citizen, having served as gov-
ernor of the British central
bank. He has seen the world
from a very different lens,
which has a bit of geopolitics,
but a lot of pragmatism.

Earlieri everxthing was

being put in one basket, which

was highlv coloured by the
view istani
extremists and terrorists there.

In one container, those areas
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



India-Canadaties

continue to be discussed.
Idon’tusetheword reset, but
now it is being re-normalised.
Both the countries are trying to
establish a new normal.

Were there external factors
alsonudging both
countries tocometogether,
especially with US
President Donald Trump
cominginand the
subsequent tariff wars?

Ecosystem has certainly
changed. If you look at Canada’s
over-dependence on the US, in
economic terms it was huge. In
people-to-people it was very big.
They were more or less one cul-
ture despite differentideologies.
And lateron, the strainsbecame
obvious due to change of eco-
system in Washington.

So, again, their philosophy of
reducing over-dependence on
the US started. So, when they
started looking at wheretodiver-
sify, they would look for the
highest leverage. That, forthem,
was India and China, both for
different reasons.

Recently, the chief of Royal
Canadian Mounted Police
(conducting Nijjar probe)
hassaidthere is noevid-
encelinking Indiato the
case. Whatis your view of
whereit started, whereitis
now, whathas to bedone?

Everything started with (the
bombing on Air India flight)
Kanishka. All the evidence
pointed towards the Khalistani
terrorists and extremists having
planted the bomb. That was the
beginning of the tear. That tear
moved ahead because there was
no closure. My own assessment
is that some of the digital evi-
dencewasdeleted, physical evi-
dence was destroyed. So, there-
fore, in the court of law where
you need to proveit, the prosecu-
tors could not prove it. That epi-
sode gave rise to further radical-
isationin Canada.

Because there wasno
accountability?

Because theysaw they could
get awav with it. And therefore.

dian politics, into Canadian
agencies which are responsible
forimmigration, bordercontrol,
customs and policing.

And that really made them
much stronger and allowed
them to punch above their
weight. And some other organ-
isations which are anti-India
also joined because the purpose
converged.

What I had seen in Canada
was that they also got involved
in human trafficking, drug
manufacturing, fentanylin par-
ticular, and pushingitacrossthe
borderstothe USand in Canada.
I have also seen them using the
trucking business for different
purposesand getting intoextor-
tion rackets.

They would go and intimi-
dateotherindividuals fromtheir

citizens, wanting tolive their
normal lives, But what to do if
they are intimidated? So, they
don’t voice, but they show their
presence in such protests. PM
Carney isaware of this and he
will'try to create more orderli-
ness for asafer Canada.

Iwanttotake youbackto
the days when the Nijjar
case flared up, you were
named and you had to
return to India.

Thesituation wastense after
Prime Minister Trudeau had
given the statement, Ibelieve he
should not have given, in the
Parliament. There was no evi-
dence. That was September
2023. Tilltoday, noevidence has
been presented, which meansit
was premature. If there was a
lead, probably the investigative
agency should have been
allowed to proceed first.

The RCMP commissioner
still says there is no evidence of
external linkages to transna-
tional repression and transna-
tional crimes in Canada. Exter-
nal linkages include India.

So, therefore, it is very clear.
If he cannot see evidence now,
whatwastheevidencethere that
he (PM Trudeau) had to come
out. Andinoneofhisstatements
he had said that. I said so to put

WIlle tne Nijjar case was on,
inthe US, there was this
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun
assassination plot case,and
there was an effortby the US
Department of Justice to
link the two... How did you
viewthat?

Law does not listen to emo-
tions or intelligence. I have not
seen any evidence so far where
theyare connected. Thelink has
been talked about, but no evi-
dence has come forward. I
would maintain that they re-
main disconnected till the time
evidence can be there.

OnelIndian citizeninthe US
(Nikhil Gupta) has already
pleaded guilty. Willthat
giveanycredencetothe
theories?

Iwill net be able tocomment
much aboutthe US case. But as
faras Canadaisconcerned, there
wasaerime committed. Andwe
always maintain that since the
crime has been committed in
€anada, that ofamurder of their
citizen, youshould take correct-
ive action. But before reaching
the finality, do not start blaming,.

Four Indian nationals have
been arrested and the case is in
pre-trialstage. So, tillthetimethe
case is not decided, we really do
not know. But don’t equate In-
dian nationals with Indian gov-
ermnment. Evidence for that link-
age has never been presented.

Do you think that (Nijjar)
episodeis behind us?

The new normal does not
erase what has happened earlier.
My colleagues, our families, had
to undergo such emotional
trauma. Some of their spouses
hadtoleavejobs, children hadto
leave university to come back
with their parents. The human
side of it is huge.

IfT have a family member in
Canada today, Istill can'tgoand
visit. Of course, I am not chal-
lenging the prerogative of the
host government. I was treated
as acriminal, as if I am a mur-
derer who is moving around on
the streets of Canada. Till today,
which is about 18 months later,
they have notbeenable to prove
anything against me. I'm still
having that stigma — in the
otherwise very successful, 37
years of public service — of
being called a criminal.

Iamthefirst-everserving In-
dian ambassador to be declared
persona non grata. No other In-



PAKISTAN HOSTS TALKS WITH TURKEY, EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA TO BROKER END TO WEST ASIA WAR

Israeli pesticide
plant struck by

Iranian missile,
fire breaks out

Reuters
Jerusalem, Islamabad,
March29

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said on Sun-
day he had instructed the mili-
tary to further expand the
existing security buffer zonein
southern Lebanon, vowing to
fundamentally change the se-
curity situation there.

“I have just instructed to
further expand the existing se-
curity buffer zone. We are de-
termined to fundamentally
change the situation in the
north,” Netanyahu said in a
video statement from
the Northern Command.

He said the decision aimed
to strengthen Israel’s securi
posture along the north
frontier.
Israeli pestjgsffes maker
ADAMA sajgeffs Makhteshim
plant igguthern Israel had
beggfMit either by an Iranigg

issile or debris from apgeffer-
cepted missile on fay, but
no injuries were
reported. ADAMA, part of Chi-
nese-owned Syngenta Group,
said the extent of any damage:
to the plant was not immedi-
ately known.

Israel’s fire and rescue ser-
vicesaid a fire brokeoutin anin=
dustrial areain'southern Israel
that houses severalchemical

(From L-R) Egyptian Foreign Minis!

Farhan Al-Saud, Pakistan’s Forg

down to their meeting vegu®in 154

manufacturinggd industrial
plantsfollg ganIranian mis-
sile aj , likely debris from a
ny##ile that was intercepteg
Meanwhile, Pafistan
hosted talks with JysfRey, Egypt
and Saudi Argg#fonSunday as
part of igg#orts to brokeran
end e [ranwar, with initial
g#Cussions focused on propo-
sals to regpen the Strait of Hor-
muz toshipping;,sources said.

Foreignministers from the
three regional powers landed in
Islamabad for the talks as Iran
warned the US against launch-
ing aground attack and global
oiliprices surged amid con-
tinued fighting between Iran,
the USand Israel.

The countries meeting in
Pakistan have floated proposals
toWashington tied to maritime

Kireopening the Strait
Flormuz, sources told
Reuters, as part of wider efforts
tostabilise shipping.
Pakistan, which like Turkey
borders Iran, has leveraged its
close ties to both Tehran and
‘Washington to emerge as a key
diplomatic channel in the con-
flict, while Ankara and Cairo
have also played a role.
Asource from Pakistan said
proposals, including from
Egypt, had been forwarded to
the White House by the coun-
tries before Sunday's meeting
and that they included Suez
Canal-style fee structures.
Two other PakKistani
sources said Turkey, Egypt
and Saudi Arabia could form a
consortium to manage oil flows
through the waterway.

inister Prince Faisal bin

ish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan walk

10 Kuwaititroops
injuredinIranian
missile attack

Kuwait: Ten Kuwaiti military
personnel were injured in an
Iranian missile attackon a mili-
tary camp in the Gulf country,
the Kuwaiti army said on Sun-
day, without giving a location.
During a media briefing,
the Ministry's Spokesman Co-
lonel Saud Al-Atwan said that
some of these missiles and
drones targeted a Kuwaiti
armed forces base, leaving 10
personnel injured and causing
material damage to the site.
REUTERS

Israelbars

from ep#cring Chufch
of th€ Holy Se

euters
Tel Aviv, March 29

ISRAELI POLICE prevented
the Latin Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem from marking Palm Sun-
day at the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre “for the first time in
centuries,” the Patriarchate
said, with police citing security
concemslinked to the Iran war.

Cardinal Pierbattista Pizza-
ballaand Friar FrancescoIelpo
were stopped by police while
walking to the church, built on
the site where Christians be-
lieve Jesus was crucified and
rose from the dead, the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem said.

“As aresult, and for the first
time in centuries, the Heads of
the Church were prevented
from celebrating the Palm Sun-
day Mass at the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre,” it said in a
statement.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said in a
statement: "There was no ma-
licious intent whatsoever, only
concern for his (Pizzaballa's)
safety and that of his party."

He said preparations were
inplacetoallowchurchleaders
toworship at the church in the
comingdays.

strip
in south Lebanon, says Netanyahe

in Patrjarch

Sulchre

Israeli police said all holy
sites in Jerusalem's Old City -
including thosesacred to Chris-
tians, Muslims and Jews — had
been closed to worshippers
sincethestartofthe U.S.-Israeli
war on Iran, particularly loca-
tions without bomb shelters.

Palm Sunday marks the be-
ginning of Holy Week, the most
importantweek inthe Christian
calendar, leading to Easter. The
0ld Citywould typically bebusy,
with Roman Catholics passing
through the massive wooden
doors of the Holy Sepulchre.

Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni criticised the police ac-
tionand Foreign Minister Anto-
nio Tajani said on social media
that he would summon Israel's
ambassador over the incident.

France's President Emma-
nuel Macroncondemned theIs-
raeli police's decision, which he
said “adds to the worrying in-
crease in violations of the status
ofthe Holy Placesin Jerusalem.”

US Ambassador to Israel
Mike Huckabeesaid denying the
Patriarch's entry to the church
on Palm Sundaywas “difficultto
understand or justify.”

The Vatican did not respond
to arequest for comment. On
Sunday, Pope Leo said that God
rejects the prayers of leaders
whostart warsand have “hands
full of blood”, in unusually
forceful remarks as theIran war
entered its second month.



The Strait of Hormuz closure has hit alarge chunk of India’s energy supply — crude qil, and, to greater
degrees, LPG and LNG. Here’s what they are used for and how they differ.

MEANING

LNG, OR LIQUEFIED NATURAL
GAS, is primarily a natural gas
— mainly methane. Itis cooled

LNG s regasified into natural gas
andiscalled:

®PNG, or piped natural gas,
when supplied to households

to below -160 degrees Celsius
and cryogenically turned into
aliquid for storage or ease of

L

e

transportation

LPG, ORLIQUEFIED PETROLEUM
GAS, primarily comprises propane and
butane. LPG is a byproduct of the crude
oil refining process. Under relatively low
temperatures or moderate pressure,
LPG becomesaliquid, allowing it to be
bottled in cylinders.

USE

®CNG, or compressed
natural gas, when used to
power vehicles

..thanfor LNG

@71billion cubic metres India’s annual
consumption

©35.6 billion cubic metres s the
share of domestic productionin
annual consumption

©50% India’simport dependency

©60% of these imports came via the
now-closed Strait of Hormuz, mainly
from Qatar and the UAE

©30% the effective hit to total supplies

TOPLPGPRODUCERS
(INTHOUSAND TONNES)
COUNTRY 2023
1.US I 104,732
2.China [ 51,658
3.SaudiArabia | Il 25,538
4. Russia Il 17,344
5.Canada O 16,556
6.India ] 12,777
TOPLPG CONSUMERS
(INTHOUSAND TONNES)
COUNTRY 2023
1.China B 81647
2.US 1 47,993
3.India [ | 31,317
4. SaudiArabia |l 17,560
5.Russia 0 13,627

SOURCE: STATISTICAL REVIEW OF GLOBAL LPG



