Defence

proposals of
X2.381akh cr.
get approval
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The Defence Acquisition
@ouneil) chaired by De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh,

F2:38ylakhierore; signifi-
cantly enhancing India’s
combat, surveillance and
mobility capabilities across
the armed forces.

For the Army, approvals
include air defence tracked

ked in the presence of De-
fence Secretary Rajesh Ku-
mar Singh at Kartavya
Bhavan. The system is ex-
pected to significantly en-
hance India’s multi-layered

air defence capabilities
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India signs ¥858-cr. defence
deals with Russian, U.S. firms

The Tunguska weapon system will enhance capabilities against
aerial threats such as drones and cruise missiles. FILE PHOTO

against aerial threats such
as aircraft, drones and
cruise missiles, while
further strengthening the
Indo-Russian strategic de-
fence partnership.

In a parallel move, the
Ministry signed a 3413-
crore contract with U.S.
firm Boeing India Defense
Private Limited for depot-
level inspection of the Na-
vy’s P-8I Long-Range Mari-
time Reconnaissance Air-

craft under the ‘Buy Indian
category with 100% Indige-
nous Content’.

The contract will enable
in-country maintenance,
repair and overhaul (MRO)
of the P-8I fleet, enhancing
operational readiness, in
line with the government’s
Aatmanirbhar Bharat and
Make in India push. The
agreements underline In-
dia’s focus on strengthen-
ing combat capabilities.




Women saw higher wage
growth than men across

alljob types in 2025 Govt

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, March 27

WAGES FOR women rose at a
faster pace than for men across
all three categories of jobs in
2025, according to the statistics
ministry’s Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) for the last
calendar year, released on Fri-

Meanwhile, earnings for
men posted a growth of 5.8%
and 8% for salaried jobs and
self-employment, respectively,
but fell by 0.2% for casual la-
bout. To be sure, women con-
tinue to earn much less than
men. Insalaried jobs, women in
2025 earned only 76% of what
men earn, little changed from
2022. Meanwhile, in casualla-
bour, income inequality.saw
slight improvement in 2025,
with females'earning 69% of
what malesdid, up from 66%in
2024. Women, however, fare
the worst when it comes to self-
employment, earning only 36%
of whatimales earn, the PLFS
datashowed.

Inanother positive develop-
ment, the PLFS — the Indian
government’s flagship jobs sur-
vey — showed that the propor-
tion of women in salaried jobs
rose to18.2%in 2025 from 16.6%
in 2024, with the fraction in
self-employment declining to
64.2% from 66.5%. Casual la-
bour saw an increase to 17.6%
from 16.9%. The trend was
somewhat similar for males.

Women continue to earn much less than men. ReuTErs

Salariedjobs are indicative of
higher-quality employment as
they provide social security
cover,among other benefits.

The PLFS data for 2025
comes days after the Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI) made
public the results of its Annual
Survey of Unincorporated Sec-
tor Enterprises (ASUSE), which
showed that pay in India’s in-
formal sector rose by just 3.9%
in 2025, less than half the 13%
increase seen in 2023-24 (Oc-
tober-September). At the same
time, the informal sector saw a
sharpreductionin the number
of establishments it added,
leading to far fewer hirings.

As per the ASUSE survey,
the number of establishments
increased by 58.5 lakh, down
fromanincrease of 83.5lakhin
2023-24, to 792 crore. As a re-
sult, fewer jobs were created:
74.5 lakh in 2025 compared to

1.1croreinthe 12monthsended
September 2024. In terms of
the headline figures, the annual
PLFS data showed that India’s
rural unemployment rate de-
clined to 2.4% in 2025 from
2.5% in 2024, while urban job-
lessness fell to 4.8% from 5%.
However, the rural Labour
Force Participation Rate (LFPR)
— the fraction of the popula-
tion seeking work — inched
down slightly to 62.8% in 2025,
suggesting a smaller propor-
tion of rural Indians were look-
ing for jobs than the previous
year. Meanwhile, the urban
LFPR held steadv at 52.2%.
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Finance Minister rejects

rumours of a ockdown

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said in
the Rajya Sabha on Friday
that the Centre is actively
responding to the rapidly
changing situation in the
country following the war
in West Asia. She urged
certain political leaders to
stop fearmongering and
said the government has
no plans to go in for a
lockdown.

Replying to a debate on
the second Appropriation
Bill and the Finance Bill,
both of which were re-
turned after a voice vote,
Ms. Sitharaman said neigh-
bouring countries such as
Pakistan and Bangladesh
have announced " lock-
downs, restricting move-
ments and public events.
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Union Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks in Rajya Sabha during
the Budget Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Friday. ANI

She' said among its
neighbourhood countries,
India is' maintaining a level
of stability. “The positive
message to the public is to
face this situation in a unit-
ed manner. The govern-
ment is active and res-
ponding to the rapidly
changing situation,” she
said after Opposition MPs
raised issues of cooking
fuel shortage across the
country and the plight of
Indian migrant workers in
West Asia.

Maintaining that inter-
national crude oil prices
have surged within a
month of the West Asia
conflict, she said consum-
er prices of petrol and die-
sel increased all over the

world and in Southeast
Asian nations the increase
is 30 to 50%.

“We are managing care-
fully. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has told us
that there should not be
any burden on the citizens
of India. That’s the gui-
dance given to me,” she
said.

Answering questions on
unemployment, she said
the government is creating
jobs and it has resulted in
distribution of 11 lakh ap-
pointment letters publicly.




5 India-bound LPG
ships stay anchored
near Hormuz Strait

M. Kalvanaraman

CHENNAI

Appearing to bunch to-
gether so they can troop
out of the strait; these ships
carry more than 1.7 lakh
tonnes of LPG — equivalent
to nearly six days of India’s
current import require-
ments. But they were not
moving on a day Iran
seemed toclamp down on
any ship movement across
the strait after earlier say-
ing.it would approve ships
of friendly countries to
pass through.

rupt US.  president
claiming that the Strait of
Hormuz was open, three
container ships of different
nationalities... were turned
back after a warning from
the IRGC Navy,” the Guards
said on their Sepah News
website. A total of 26 ships
have been approved by
Iran to transit the strait re-
cently, using a route
around Larak Island just off
the country’s coast,

dubbed the ‘“Téhran toll
booth” by leading shipping
journal Lloyd’s List. Most
were Greek- and Chinese-
owned, as well as other In-
dian-, Pakistani- and Syr-
ian-owned vessels.

Iran had previously an-
nounced that ships of India
and some other countries
— Russia, Iraq, Pakistan,
China and Thailand — can
pass the strait. However,
Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi had
said that the U.S., Israel
and some Gulf States in-
volved in the current war
will not be allowed to pass
through the strait.

(With inputs from AFP)



Amid conflict, India
sends out invites for
key BRICS meetings

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Hoping to forge an elusive
consensus over the war in

According to officials

and diplomats, #iéfinvita:
tions to the 10-nation

‘grouping that also includes
(Ifam and the United Arab

(Emirates went out in mid-

March. Both countries

have rebuffed several at-
tempts by India — the eur-
rent Chair of BRICS — for a
joint statemeént. - Officials
said it is unclear whether
they will attend the meet-
ing together, but “as of
now” the BRICS Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting is due
to be held in-person in

“One of the key events
on the political track, in ad-
dition to the traditional
leaders’ meeting [in Sep-
tember], will be the BRICS
Foreign Ministers’ Meet-
ing, scheduled for May,”
Russian government Spo-
kesperson Maria Zakharo-

India is set to host the BRICS
Foreign Ministers’ meet in May.

va told journalists in Mos-
cow this week. “This will
be a good opportunity for a
thorough discussion of cur-
rent issues on the interna-
tional agenda, the role of
BRICS in the world, and
opportunities for joint ac-
tion,” she said, responding
to questions about how the
grouping would tackle the
war in West Asia.
Diplomats have openly
acknowledged difficulties
in forging a statement that
is agreeable to both Tehran
and Abu Dhabi. “We have
an ongoing conversation
with BRICS members on
the conflict in West Asia,”
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said at a media briefing

In June 2025, the BRICS
then chaired by Brazil had
managed to issue a strong
statement when the U.S.
and Israel jointly struck a
number of Iranian nuclear
sites, condemning the mili-
tary strikes against Iran.



Petrol, diesel excise duty
cut; prices won’'t change

Centre reduces duty on petrol, diesel by 10 a litre each, but says the move will not lower fuel

prices; it says the cut aims at easing the fiscal hit on oil marketing companies due to high oil prices

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment on Thursday
reduced the special

additional excise duty on
petrol and diesel by 10 a
litre each, effectively bring-
ing down the duty on die-
sel to zero and on petrol to
%3 a litre. However, the
move will not translate into
lower fuel prices for con-

In response to a ques-
tion from The Hindu, Vivek
Chaturvedi, Chairman of
the Central Board of Indi-
rect Taxes and Customs,
said the reduction was ex-

Fiscal cushion

Government cuts excise duty on fuel to ease OMC losses,
but consumers see no relief at pumps

o 5 3
Fuel rush: Long queues
seen ata petrol pump in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
on Friday.

& Oil marketing companies
(OMCs) will not pass on excise
cuts to consumers, govt. says

® The purpose of the cuts is to
reduce the losses OMCs
are facing

® Govt. estimates these losses
to be ¥2,400 crore a day

® Govt’s net revenue loss due
to tax cuts expected at around
¥5,500 crore per 15 days

® Private sector OMC Nayara
Energy has raised petrol and
diesel prices

pected to cost the exche-
quer ¥7,000 crore over the
next 15 days.

Chaturvedi said the go-
vernment expected to add

%1,500 crore to the exche-
quer through these hikes,
which would mitigate
some of the impact of the
excise duty cuts on domes-
tic petrol and diesel.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Centre hikes LPG
allocation by 20%

NEW DELHI

Offering respite to entities, the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas called for
increased allocation of the
hydrocarbon gas by another
20%, taking the total allocation
of commercial LPG to 70% of
pre-crisis levels. » PAGE 11

Trump extends
pause on strikes

U.S. President Donald Trump
said he is pausing any strike on
Iran’s power plants until April 6
and added that “talks” with
the Islamic Republic are going
“very well”. “Talks are ongoing,
and they are going very well,”
he wrote in a social media
post. » PAGE 12



Balen Shah sworninas Nepal PM. 3 todi

says ‘look forward to workmg closely’

Yubaraj Ghimire
Kathmandu, March 27

NEPAL'S RAPPER-turned-
politician Balendra Shah, popu-
larly known as Balen Shah, was
on Friday sworn in as the 43rd
Prime Minister of the country,
ending over five months of
political uncertainty after the
previous KP Oli government
stepped down following days of
intense protestsled by students.

Nepal President Ram Chan-
dra Poudel administered the
oathofofficetothe RastriyaSwa-
tantra Party (RSP) leaderat12.34
pm, whichissaid tobe “an astro-
logically preferred moment”, at
his office in Sheetal Niwas. For
about 10 minutes precedingthe
ceremony, the President’s office
reverberated with the chanting
of vedic mantras, and recitation
of Mangal Path from the Bud-
dhist scriptures.

Apart from Shah, who turns
36 next month, Poudel also ad-
ministered the oath of office to
14 other ministers, including five
women, with the top picks being
Dr Swarnim Wagle, a Harvard
university alumni, as Finance
Minister and Sishir Khanal, a
graduate from the University of
Wisconsin, as Foreign Affairs.
Minister.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led theinternationaleom-

|

Nepal PM Balendra Shah hugs the outgoing interim PM Sushila Karki after being swornin by President Ram Chandra Poudel, Friday. reuters

munity in congratulating Shah.
“Your appointment reflects the
trust reposed inyourleadership
by the people of Nepal. Ilook for-
ward toworkingclosely with you
to take India-Nepal friendship
and cooperation to even greater
heightsforthe mutual benefitof
our two peoples,” Modi posted
onX.

Pakistan Prime Minister

Shehbaz Sharif also said he
looked forward to working
closely with Shah. China's For-
eign Ministry spokesperson Lin
Jian said that China “stands
ready to work with the new gov-
ernment to further strengthen
traditional friendship and prac-
tical cooperation”.

The US Embassy said it was
looking forward toworking with

the new government for “pros-
perity and regional stability ™.
Soon after swearing-in cer-
emony and allocation of port-
folios, the first meeting of the
new Cabinet decided to initiate
criminal action against four top
officials of the previous govern-
ment, including Oli and ex-
Home Minister Ramesh Lek-
hak, onareportsubmitted by an

inquirycommission probing the
official crackdownon protesters
last year that led to at least 78
deaths. Government spokesper-
sonand Education Minister Sas-
mit Pokhrel said the govern-
ment will further study the role
of the previous regime and se-
curity agencies in the excessive
useof force onthe protesterslast
September. The commission re-

m EXPLAINED

Delhi keeps watch

BalendraShahbecoming
Prime Minister, and Rastriya
Swatantra Party’s rise to
power, isbeing closely
tracked in Delhi. For some
years now, India’s ties with
Nepal have been under
strain, especially over
unresolved territorial
disputes and Beijing’s
growinginfluence.

port is a 907-page document
with noaction recommended.

The Cabinet also decided to
come out with an action plan
packageto be completed within
the first 100 days of the new gov-
emment.

The RSP was founded by
Rabi Lamichhane who invited
Shah, who was then the Inde-
pendent Mayor of Kathmandu,
to join the party and head the
government if the party wonthe
elections. In the March 5 elec-
tions, Shah defeated Oli by a
huge margin while the RSPwon
alandslide victory, securing 182
seats out of 275, to become the
firstsingle-party government in
Nepal.



G7 ministers demand an end to
attacks on ciVilians in Iran war
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Foreign Ministers of the Group of Seven nations during the meeting at the Vaux-de-Cernay Abbey in
Cernay-la-Ville outside Paris on Friday. pTi

Reuters
Vaux-de-Cernay, March 27

In ajoint statement agreed
onthesecond day of 2aG7 meet-
ing in Franee - this year's host
country - the.ministers said
they had underscored the im-
portanee'of minimising the im-
pact of the conflict on regional
partners, civilian populations
and critical infrastructure.

"We focused on the value of
diverse partnerships, coordina-
tion, and supporting initiatives,
including to mitigate global
economic shocks such Xas dis-
ruptions to economic, energy,
fertilizer and commercial
supply chains, which have di-
rect impacts on our citizens,"
they said in the statement seen
by Reuters.

The ministers also reiter-

Over1,900dead
inlransince start
of attacks: IFRC

MORE THAN 1,900 people
have been killed and close to
20,000injured inIran since the
start of US and Israeli attacks,
said Maria Martinez of the In-
ternational Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent So-
cieties (IFRC) on Friday, citing
figures provided by the Iranian
Red Crescent.

Martinez said the Iranian
Red Crescent continues to
serve as the only nationwide
humanitarian organization op-

erating across the
country amidst the escalating
conflict. REUTERS

ated the need to restore safe

and toll-free freedom of naviga-

tion in the Strait of Hormuz.
The G7 members are the

United States, Britain, Canada,

France, Germany, Italy
and Japan, along with the
European Union.

U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio told G7 counter-
parts on Friday thatthe U.S.-Is-
raeli military war against Iran
should end in a matter
of weeks, three people familiar

with the talks told Reuters.

At a meeting of G7 foreign
ministers in France, Rubio did
not ask his counterparts to con-
tribute ships to clear the Strait
of Hormuz now but asked them
to prepare for a postwar role,
said the sources, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

Rubio said he alsodiscussed
the situation in Cuba with G7
counterparts during a meeting
in Paris. Rubio said the econ-
omy on the communist-run is-
land needed to change and
would not change unless the
system of government
changes, adding power black-
outswere downto Cuba's aging
infrastructure.



