India raises clean-energy ambition with
60% non- -fossil fuel power goal bz 2035

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

These targets make up
its Nationally Determined
Contribution (NDC), which
are to be communicated to
the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC).
“We will easily achieve
these goals... [with]. the
speed with which we are
expanding our non-fossil

Green goals e achieve 60% _

intensity (| installed electic  mBelemyBrazilyinNovem-
The targets set for of GDP by gg‘:?;:;?lm bemlastiyéar) Environment
2035 under the 47% forbely, fiefenergy Minister Bhupendra Yadav
Nationally Determined 2005 level e said that H‘In la wou -

Contribution (NDC) are
part of India's formal

climate pledges under
the Paris Agreement

nounce the NDC bv the
3 ear_ »

Createcarbon sink of 3.5 to 4.0
billion tonnes of CO, equivalent
'through forest and tree cover

As a signatory to the Paris
& Agreement, India was
required to update its
NDC by 2025 with actions
towards curbing fossil
fuel and improving energy
efficiency

sources,” Union Informa-
tion Technology Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said at a
briefing on Wednesday fol-
lowing a Cabinet meeting.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




India eyes 60% non-fossil
fuel power goal by 2035

The Conference of Parties, or CoP, is a body of na-
tions that convenes annually to discuss climate is-
sues and transition their economies away from

fossil fuel. India and Argentina were the only two

Current commitments

SilBhese sources include solar, wind, hydropow-
er, biomass, and nuclear power.

A carbon sink of 1.97 billion tonnes of CO2
equivalent had already been created from 2005 to
2019. However, forest and tree cover accounts for
about 24.6% of India’s geographical area as of
2021, which is higher than the 21% in 2005, but
still less than the national policy goal of 33%.



LPG DISTRIBUTORS WILL NOTIFY CONSUMERS ABOUT THE 3-MONTH COUNTDOWN

Switch to piped gasif available
orlose LPG supply, says govt

‘LPG supply will cease if a household
does not apply for PNG within three
months of receiving communication’

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 25

cording to a government order
aimed at accelerating natural
gas network expansion and re-
ducing dependence on LPG.

Some city gas distribution
(CGD) companies have also an-
nounced incentives like some
volumes of free gas and waiver
of connection charges to en-
courage consumers to sign up
for PNG connections.

The Centre has also urged
states to help expedite PNG net-
work expansion, and has even
offered additional commercial
LPG allocation if they take
certain specific measures in
thisregard.

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MoPNG) has
notified the Natural Gas and
Petroleum Products Distribu-
tion (Through Laying, Build-
ing, Operation and Expansion
of Pipelinesand Other Facil-
ities) Order, 2026 under the Es-
sential Commodities Act. The
order aims to facilitate the ex-
pansion of PNG networks, im-

prove last-mile connectivity,
and promote a shift towards
natural gas for cooking, trans-
port, and industrial purposes.
The order— the government
expects— will help freeup LPG
supplies from areas that have
PNG connectivity, allowing
those volumes to reach con-
sumers in areas that currently
don’t have PNG infrastructure.

Accordingtothe order, LPG
supply shall cease if a house-

1old does not apply for a PN ddoes not apply for a PNG
connectlon—desglte it being

available—within

months of receiving formal
communication to become a
PNG consumer. Also, if the resi-
dent welfare association or the

property owner fails to grant
permission for city gas pipe-
lines to be laid for the se
of Erovxamg PNG connections,
LPG supplies will step three
Nt ANerg noice Sissued

in this regard.In both these

scenarios, residents will be
notified of this three-month
countdown by their LPG dis-
tributors “either by text mess-
ageortelephonically or by re-
corded voice message”. LPG
supplies will continue only in
cases where it is technically in-
feasible forthe authorised CGD
operator to provide PNG
supply; no objection certifi-
cates will be provided to con-
sumers in such cases.
According to Petroleum
Ministry Joint Secretary Sujata
Sharma, there are around 60
lakh households in India that
have PNG infrastructure avail-
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The Central government has also urged states to help expedite

PNGnetwork expansion.

able in their vicinity, but con-
tinue to use LPG.

She informed that so far in
March, around 2.5 lakh new
PNG connections—domestic
and commercial—have been
provided and 2.2 lakh LPG
users have shifted to PNG.

Sharma said that this move
isintended to reduce India’s
high import dependency for
LPG, due to which the ongoing
West Asia crisis hashad suchan
impact on LPG supplies.

REUTERS

Of LNG imports come through
SRS Also, in
the most vulnerable segment of
household consumers, India
hasa huge LPG consumer base
with 33.3 crore domestic con-
nections.

Households with PNG con-
nections are far fewer at about
1.6 crore. In the current scen-

ario, Erioriﬂ sectors continue
toreceive protected natural gas
Supplies, including 100%
supply to the household PNG
and CNG for transport seg-
ments, whi esuERhes toindus-
trial and commercial con-

SsUmers are being r t

around 80%.

The LPG supply constraint
has forced the government to
heavily cut supplies to com-
mercial and industrial con-
sumers in an effort to ensure

*DIRESTRAITS

® There are around 60 lakh

households that have PNG infra-
structure available in their vicin-
ity, but they continue to use LPG

® So farin March, around 2.5 lakh
new PNG connections— do-
mestic and commercial— have
been provided and 2.2 lakh LPG
users have shifted to PNG

@ Priority sectors continue tore-
ceive protected natural gas
supplies, including 100% supply
to the household PNG and CNG
for transport segments

® The LPG supply constraint has
forced the government to heavily
cutsupplies to commercial and
industrial consumers in an effort
to ensure uninterrupted supplies
to crores of households

uninterrupted supplies to
crores of households that use
the fuel for cooking. Addi-
tionally, the government or-
dered refiners to maximise LPG
production, and directed them
to divert propane, butane, and
other streams from petro-
chemical manufacturing to
LPG production.

These measures have led to
anincrease of 40% in domestic
LPG production vis-a-vis pre-
West Asia conflict levels, which
means that India’s own LPG
production is now meeting
roughly 55% of the country’s
demand versus 40% earlier.

Once the requisite pipeline
infrastructure is established,
PNG scores higher than LPG in
terms of convenience for users.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



LS passes Finance
Bill 2026 with 33
ogovt amendments

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, March 25

THE LOK Sabha on Wednesday
passed the Finance Bill 2026
with a voice vote, negating
amendments moved by the Op-
position members and approv-
ing the 33 government amend-
ments moved by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman.
The Bill will go to the Rajya
Sabha on Friday for approval,
following which the Budget pro-

Replying to the debate on
the Bill, Sitharaman hit out at
the Congress.for “giving lec-
tures” onfiseal deficit while the
Modi government has been re-
paying loans raised during the
Cengress-led UPA government.

Responding to Congress MP
Deepender Singh Hooda, Sithar-
mansaid, “Atthetime of chhota
sa [small] global financial crisis,
the then UPA government was
shaken. While during the Covid,
aglobal crisis, we had retained a
sense of calm... Thefiscal deficit
of 9.3% (during Covid year) has
been brought down.”

“I want to put it on record,
the actual fiscal deficit during
2008-09 would have been 7.9%
but they whitewashed their
books by booking their loans in
the books of oil marketing com-
panies and showed the fiscal

deficit at 6.1%... Whatever
amount they raised from the
market, they showed them in
the books of oil marketing com-
panies to keep their fiscal deficit
number better. We do not do
this,” Sitharaman said.

“Till today, the NDA govern-
ment headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi hasbeen repay-
ing, with interest, the loan raised
through those oilbonds... We in-
herited a totaloutstanding debt
of Rs1.31akhcrore from their oil
marketing bonds. From 2014 to
2024, our government has re-
turned Rs143lakh crore, includ-
ing Rs 44,650 crore in principal.
That is why there is a shortfall of
that amount in our records for
developmental activities like
hospitals and schools,” she said.

Referring to Congress MP
Manish Tewari’scriticism of the
government over rising debt,
the minister said, “To speak of
debt in nominal terms without
a correlation with the GDP will

She said the Central govern-
ment alone can’t be responsible
for debt. “Manish Tewari should
spend some time with his chief
ministers in Himachal Pradesh
and Karnatakaand helpthemin
bringingdowndebt...,” she said.



India said to have bought Iran
LPG after U.S. eased sanctions

Sanctioned tanker Aurora carrying Iranian LPG expected to shortlyreach the west coast port of

Mangalore, say sources, LSEG data; Indian official denies knowledge of the cargoes being bought

Reuters
NEW DELHI

India had shunned Ira-
nian energy in 2019 under
pressure from Western
sanctions: The tanker was
initially bound for China,
LSEG data showed.

Sanctioned tanker Auro-
ra carrying Iranian LPG is
expected to shortly reach
the west coast port of Man-
galore, the sources said
and LSEG data showed.

The South Asian nation

Guzzling down: The Iranian LPG cargo will be shared among the
three'major fuel retailers, say sources. REUTERS

has.been hit hard by the
disruption of energy ship-
ments via the Strait of Hor-
muz caused by the U.S.-Is-
raeli war against Iran.

The Iranian LPG cargo
will be shared among the
three fuel retailers, Indian
0il Corp, Bharat Petroleum

Corp, and Hindustan Pe-
troleum Corp.

The cargo has been pur-
chased from a trader, and
payment will be made in
rupees, the sources said,
adding that India was ex-
ploring buying more Ira-
nian LPG cargoes.

Still, an official said he
was not aware of Iranian
cargoes being bought.

“[There are] no loaded
cargoes from Iran, we have
not heard of that,” Rajesh
Kumar Sinha, special se-
cretary in the federal ship-
ping ministry said Wednes-
day at a press conference.

The three firms and In-
dia’s oil ministry did not
respond to Reuters re-
quests for comments.

The world’s second-lar-
gest LPG importer is bat-
tling its worst gas crisis in
decades with the govern-
ment cutting supplies for
industries to shield house-
holds from shortage of
cooking gas.

India consumed 33.15
million metric tons of LPG
last year.




Centre defends stand
as Opposition raises
‘Pak. role’ in West Asia

Sobhana K. Nair
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Parrying the questions
raised by the Opposition
regarding the reported
central role played by Pa-
kistan in mediating bet-
ween the U.S. and Iran, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar on Wednesday
termed the neighbouring
country a “dalal” and said
that it had been playing
this role since 1981.

He was addressing an
all-party meeting chaired
by Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh on the recent
developments in West Asia
and their impact 'on India.
Union Petrolenm Minister
Hardeep Puri-also assured
the gathering that India
continued ‘to maintain a
strategic petroleum re-
serve of 74 days. While the
country was not facing any
imminent energy crisis, he
noted that the supply cycle
for Liquefied Petroleum
Gas (LPG) had extended
from 20 days to 45 days.
This, he said, should stabil-
ise soon.

Responding to criticism
over India’s “silence”, Mr.
Jaishankar asserted that
with nearly one crore In-
dians living in West Asian
countries, it was crucial for
India’s strategic and eco-
nomic interests to main-
tain a balanced position.

S. Jaishankar

India, he said, remained in
a unique position, able to
communicate with all
sides.

Citing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent
talks with Iranian authori-
ties, he said two Indian
ships had been allowed to
sail through the Strait of
Hormuz, while 18 others
still in the region would
soon set sail for Indian
shores. He said that the
U.S. continued to be India’s
biggest trading partner,
while Israel was a key
technological partner.

The External Affairs Mi-
nister also said that the
U.S. sanctions on India had
a long history and that pre-
vious administrations in
Washington had deployed
them in past. While the Op-
position “shamed” the go-
vernment, he said that In-
dia’s import of Russian oil
never completely stopped.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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© WE WILL BID FAREWELL TO HIS SOUL IN PEACE, SAYS FATHER ASHOK RANA

Harish Rana, first to d1e by passwe euthnnz'@a is consigned to flames

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
New Delhi, March 25

STANDING BY the pyre of his
son on Wednesday morning,
Ashok Ranatold those gathered
around him: “Wedonotwantto
bid farewell in grief. We will bid
farewell to his soul in peace.”

About a100 people - family
members, neighbours, and fol-
lowers of the Brahmakumaris
spiritual movement, stood with
folded hands. Among them
was Nirmala, the mother of
Harish Rana.

This is how Sister Lovely of
the Brahmakumaris, who has
known the Rana family for
more than five years, remem-
bered Harish’s farewell. “Nir-

mala kept faith in herself. She
did notshed asingle tear,” Sister
Lovelytold TheIndian Express.
Harish, 31, died on Tuesday
at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
becoming the first person in
India to be permitted passive
euthanasia under a Supreme
Court order.
Hehadbeeninacomasince
2013, after he fell from a fourth-
floor balcony in Chandigarh as
a B.Tech student. For 13 years,
he remained in a permanent
vegetative state, sustained by
artificial nutrition through a
feeding tube and, at times,

the soul... In death, as in the
years preceding it, the family
sought to frame the moment
not asatransi-

ish’s corneasand heart valve.
Formorethanadecade, the

life of the family had revolved

which Har-

tion. Thereisajourney foranew
beginning,” sister Lovely said,

ish had lain. He needed con-

Supreme Court initially de-

clined relief but allowed them

to return. When they did, the

court issued a landmark order

on March 11, 2026, permitting
i of life i

stant care — a
tube four times a

shared during the cremation.
The Rana family’s associ-
ation with the Brahmakumaris
has deepened over time. Ashok
Rana, who lived in Delhi for al-
most two decades before mov-
ingto Raj Empire Societyin Gha-
ziabad afew yearsago, becamea
regularat the nearby Brahmaku-
s ¢

Rana’s last rites at Green Park

oxygen support. tionground inSouth Delhi,Har-  family gathered around. His
'he last after  ish'sbody platform, younger brother, Ashish Rana,
9am at the Green Park crema- ¢ ithn ,and his i accompa-

nied by hissister Bhavna.
“The whole family was
there. Everyone bid farewell to

day,” Sister Lovely said.
Sources at AIIMS told The

Indian Express on Wednesday

that the family donated Har-

day, tending to bedsores,
physiotherapy, and turning his
body to prevent further injury.

The financial burden was
heavy. After retiring from a ca-
tering job, Ashok began selling
sandwiches and burgers ata
local cricket ground on week-
ends to boost the family’s in-
come. His wife, Nirmala, re-
mained by Harish’s side.

In 2024, the Delhi High
Court rejected the family’s plea
to withdraw life support. The

the

ing treatment, extending the
principleslaid down inthe 2018
Common Cause v. Union of
Indiajudgment.

Passive euthanasia allows
the withdrawal of life support,
letting death occur naturally
with palliative care. For Harish,
this meant the removal of nu-
trition through a PEG tube
under medical supervision at
AIIMS, where he had been
taken on March 14.

On Tuesday evening, that
process came to an end.



U.S.IN NEGOTIATIONS, VANCE AND RUBIO PART OF TEAM: TRUMP

Sanctions relief to n-plan rollback:
Iranreceives US proposals viaPak

Iran silent, state
TV claims plan
rejected; Egyptian
official says deal
‘comprehensive’

Jon Gambrell, David Rising,
Munir Ahmed

& Aamer Madhani

Dubai, March 25

Iranian state television’s Eng-
lish-language broadcaster, Press
TV, quoted an anonymous offi-
cial as saying Iran had rejected

TV quoted the offici |
The official addedM

Two officials fr

whichdeliveredtheplanto !@n:
described the 15-point proposal
broadly, saying it addressed

sanctions relief. a rollback of

Iran’s nuclear programme,
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

THE15-POINT
") PLAN,BROADLY
®Addresses sanctions
relief: Pak officials

®Seeks rollback of Iran’s nuclear
programme

®Places limits on missiles with
Tehran

®Calls for reopening the
Strait of Hormuz

®Restricts Iran’s support for
armed groups

A N\
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Iranian drones hit Kuwait International Airport, Wednesday. p1i

ALL-PARTY MEETING'ONWEST ASIA CRISIS

Opp flags Pak mediation, Govt says
Indianota ‘dalal’ (broker) nation

ManojCG
NewDelhi, March 25

ADAY after US President Donald
Trumpcalled up Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and discussed
the sitiation in West Asia, the
government Wednesday in-
formed anall-party meetingthat
Modi made it clear to Trump
that India wanted to see the war
comingtoanend because it was
“affecting everyone”.

When Opposition leaders
enquired if Pakistan’s role as a
mediator between the US and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

TN

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Congress MP Mukul Wasnik
after the all-party meeting on West Asia crisis, Wednesday. p1i

* Disruption hits

chemicals, steel,
aluminium,
textile, breweries

Pratyush Deep
&Ravi Dutta Mishra
New Delhi, March 25

Much of this originates,
either directly or indirectly,
from the trade disruption
caused duetothe closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.

The Indian manufacturing
sector is grappling with uncer-
tainty due to cargo stuck at dif-
ferent stages of the supply
chain, which could raise the
cost of operations and even
limit production hours.

A Mumbai-headquartered
leading textile brand told The
Indian Express that they were
facing a severe shortage of raw
materials and were only left
with 30 days of stock as the
West Asia conflict had delayed
their import cargo.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Iranreceives US proposals via Pakistan

limitson missiles and reopening
the Strait of Hormuz, a crucial
waterway through which a fifth
ofthe world’s oil is shipped.

An Egyptian official in-
volved in the mediation efforts
said it also includes restrictions
on Iran’s support for armed
groups. The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss details not yet released.
Some of those points were non-
starters in negotiations before

Iran’s attacks on regional
energy infrastructure along
with itsrestrictions on the strait
have sent oil prices skyrocketing
and sparked fears of a global
energy crisis, in turn putting
pressureon the US to find away
to end the chokehold and calm
markets.

At least 1,000 troops from
the 82nd Airborne Division will
be sent to the Mideast in the
comingdays, three people with
knowledge ofthe planstold The
Associated Press. The para-
troopersare trained tojump into
hostile or contested areas to se-
cure key territory and airfields.
The Pentagon is also in the pro-
cess of sending about 5,000
more Marines, trained in am-
phibious assaults, and thou-
sands of sailors to the region.

The15-point plannowinTIra-
nian handsis “a comprehensive
deal” to reach a ceasefire, ac-
cordingtothe Egyptian official.

Mediators are pushing for
possible in-person talks be-
tween the Iranians and the
Americans, perhaps as soon as
Friday in Pakistan, the Egyptian
and Pakistani officials said.

" and

son-in-law Jared Kushner, Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio and

“the other side, I can tell you,
Iran’s Khatam Al-Anbiya
Central Headquartemwl'licn
commands theregularr
and the paranﬂgMe 1-
utionary G
Iranian leaders have repeatedly
denied talks are happening,
whileacknowledging that the
foreign minister is in contact
with various countries but not
the US or Israel.

“Our first and last word has
been the same from day one,
‘and it will stay that way: Some-
one like us will never come to
terms with someone like you,”
Lt Col Ebrahim Zolfaghari, a
spokesman for the head-
quarters, said inthe videostate-
ment aired on state television.
“Not now, not ever.”

Israeli officials, who have
been advocating for Trump to
continue the war against Iran,
were surprised by the sub-
mission of a ceasefire plan, ac-
cording to a person who was
briefed on the contours of the
proposal.

Any talks between the US
and Iranwould face monumen-
tal challenges. It's not clear who

in Iran’s government has the
authority to negotiate - or
would bewillingto, as Israel has
vowed to continue killing the
country’s leaders.

Iran remains highly suspi-
cious of the US which twice
under the Trump administra-
tion has attacked during high-
level diplomatictalks, including
with the February 28 strikes that
started the current war.

“We have avery catastrophic
experience with US diplomacy,”
Iranian Foreign Ministry spo-
kesperson Esmail Baghaei told
India Today Tuesday.

The Israeli military said
Wednesday afternoon it had
completed several waves of air-
strikesin Tehran. The army also
said that as part of its strikes a
day earlier it targeted an Iranian
submarine development centre
inIsfahan.

Meanwhile, drone and
rocket fire from the Iran-back
Hezbollah militantgroupin Le-
banon continued unabated.
Since entering the fighting, the
group has fired rockets into
northern Israel around the clock
each day, disrupting the lives of
hundreds of thousands of
people. - ASSOCIATED PRESS



In a latest addition to the Iran war effort, US. officials say thousands of Marines as well as rapid response naval vessels will be heading to the region;
Iran and Israel exchange strikes; Gulf neighbours Kuwait and Saudi Arabia come under fire; Iran’s military says it also targeted a US. aircraft carrier

Agencies
WASHINGTON/TEHRAN/DUBAI

mid the escalating
A strikes, counter at-
tacks and rising

tensions in West Asia, the
United States military is
preparing to deploy at
least 1,000 troops from the
82nd Airborne Division to
the region in the coming
days, according to people
with knowledge of the
lans.

A L - op

Rising risk: Smoke plumes billowing near the Kuwait International
Airport after drones hit a fuel tank on Wednesday. AFP.

mander, and division staff,
according to the people,
who spoke on Tuesday on
condition of anonymity.
It’s the latest addition of
American troops to the
Iran war effort after U.S. of-
ficials recently said thou-
sands of Marines aboard

several Navy ships will be
heading to the region.
Diplomats from various
countries said they were
working behind the scenes
to ferry messages between
the warring parties. But
there was no let-up in the
military activity, with tar-

gets in Iran, Israel, Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia all com-
ing under fire.

Volley of attacks

The Israeli military said on
Wednesday it had complet-
ed several waves of air-
strikes in Tehran. The se-
mi-official Iranian SNN
News Agency said the
strikes hit a residential
area in the city, with res-
cuers searching the rubble.

Missile alert sirens
sounded multiple times in
Israel as Iran launched its
own attacks.

Iran also kept up the
pressure on its Gulf Arab
neighbours. Saudi Arabia’s
Defence Ministry said it
had destroyed at least eight
drones in the kingdom’s
oil-rich Eastern Province.

Kuwait said it shot down
multiple drones but the
General Civil Aviation
Authority said one hit a
fuel tank at Kuwait Interna-
tional Airport, sparking a
fire that sent a huge plume
of smoke into the sky.

eanwhile, ite
House spokeswoman Anna
Kelly deferred to the Penta-
gon when asked about the
impending  deployment
but noted that “President

[Donald] Trump always
has all military options at
his disposal.”

Members of the Senate
Armed Services Commit-
tee are scheduled to re-
ceive a classified briefing
from Pentagon officials on
Wednesday on Capitol Hill
where the potential de-
ployment is expected to be
discussed, according to a
U.S. official.

Officials previously have
said the Japan-based USS
Tripoli and the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit had
been ordered to West Asia
— shifting them from exer-
cises near Taiwan.



IRAN WAR HAS LED TO SURGE IN ASIAN LNG PRICES

Why Europe-bound LNG
cargoes are now headed
to Asia, including India

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 25

Accordingtomaritime firm
MarineTraffic, around 11 LNG
tankers originally bound for

Europe have diverted to Asia
since March 3 “as buyers re-
spond to tightening supply and
rising spot prices following the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz
and outages at Qatar’s Ras Laf-
fan LNG complex”.

neTraffic said Monday.

According to indus-
try insidersand expetrts,
the trend of LNG car-
goes diverting to Asia could
continue going forward, aslong
as LNG flows through the Strait
of Hormuz remain heavily dis-
rupted.

where the physical supply risk
isclearly present, supply secur-
ity takes precedence over price,

Due to the surgein Asian LNG prices, cargoes — even from faraway
US —are heading to Asia instead of Europe. AP

at least.for sectors where LNG
use s eritical and demand in-
elastic.Apart from India, coun-
tries that are in the market to
cover supply shortages from
West Asia include the likes of
South Korea, Japan, Thailand,
Taiwan, and Bangladesh, ac-
cording to analysts.

Hormuzclosure &

Qataroutage

Most of the LNG ex-
ports from West Asia de-
pend on the Strait of
Hormuz to enter the interna-
tional market. With vessel
movements through the criti-
cal maritime chokepoint all but
halted amid the West Asia war,
supplies to Asian LNG im-
porters, including India, have
been hit, creating an immedi-
ate supply gap.

This has forced India and
the other buyers to scout for
LNG from alternative geo-
graphies through spot market
purchases, which hasled toa
surge in Asian LNG prices,
making it lucrative for cargoes
even from faraway geographies
like the US to head to Asia in-
stead of Europe.

Apart from the effective halt
in shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz, QatarEnergy has
also suspended LNG produc-
tion at its flagship Ras Laffan fa-
cility, which came under attack
twice. QatarEnergy’s primary
LNG production units, lique-
faction plants, and export infra-
structure are all concentrated
in Ras Laffan, making it the
world’s largest LNG hub that
accounts for roughly a fifth of
global LNG supply. Although
QatarEnergy has so far not
mentioned the impact on
supplies to India, there have
been concerns that long-term
LNG flowsto India could beim-
pacted. FULLREPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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THIERRY MATHOU

THE INTERNATIONAL order is increas-
ingly fragmented and its foundations are
being eroded. There have never been so
many armed conflicts since World War II.
Tradetensionsand imbalanceslinked tothe
growth modelsofthe major global economic
regions are weakening us collectively. The
war in West Asia is just the latest example of
thechallenge of resolving disputes through
diplomacy. France and India’s close coordi-
nationtoadvance peaceand stability in the
region is key, and President Emmanuel
Macronand Prime Minister NarendraModi
are working closely to thisend.

“The great risk of the times we areliving

F -

France’s G7 agenda —hbalanee’and convergence

inistheriskof[...] seeing the ‘might is right’
mentality prevail. It is the risk of seeing the
egotism of a few individuals prevail,” said
the French President in September 2025 as
he addressed the UN General Assembly.
Thatiswhyanew international order must
emerge to produce a fairer, more inclusive
and more effective system, under the
banner of renewed multilateralism.

France’s ambition for its presidency is
to address structural factors of destabil,
isation and economic and geopolitical im-
balances as well as enhance the resilience

of our societies, while overhauling our
partnerships with the most vulnerable
countries. The work of the G7 should
foster balanced and sustainable global
growth for all.

France will also workto ensure that we
can collectively strengthen the resilience
of our strategic supplychains, cooperate
to fight drug trafficking, and build safe
digital environments for our children.
The protection of our environment must

France will also work to ensure
thatwe can strengthen the
resilience of our strategic supply
chains and build safe digital
environments for our children

alsobe a priority, with a focus on biodiver-
sity, the oceans, and water.

To find a comprehensive and lasting
response to these challenges, dialogue be-
tween the richest countries will not suf-
fice. The French G7 presidency has there-
fore decided to involve major emerging
economies and regional partners in its de-
liberations. The G7 Foreign Ministers’
Meeting, which is being held at Les Vaux-
de-Cernay, near Paris, on March 26 and
27, has also been expanded to include
India, Brazil, the Republic of Korea, Saudi
Arabia, and Ukraine. The contribution of
these countries is crucial for a growing
number of issues, ranging from global
governance to reconstruction and tack-
ling cross-cutting threats. For the first
time, India is closely associated in several

disc and preparatory deliber-

ations ahead of the G7 Evian Summit.
True to its role as the initiator of the
format in 1975, France aims to show that
the G7, which was born in response to the
first oil crisis, upholds a common vision
of global prosperity based on three prin-
ciples: Solidarity between nations, econ-
omic stability, and collective responsibil-
ity. France’s G7 presidency aims tobe one
ofbalance, convergence, and results, with
the goal of producing real progress for
everyone's security and prosperity. In this
spirit, India’s contribution and the strong
ties between our two countries, which re-
cently elevated their relationship to a
special global strategic partnership, are
essential to respond collectively to the
major challenges confronting our world.

The writer is ambassador of France to India



