U.S. ‘allows’ India to buy
Russian oil for 30 days

Analysts say the move ¢

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

he U.S. Treasury
T Department on Fri-
day issued an order

that would “allow” India to
import Russian oil for 30
days, U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent said
while sharing the order on
X.

Analysts say this will
help mitigate the spike in
the price of oil and delays
in oil shipments to import-
dependent India.

However, government
sources confirmed that
Russian oil may no longer
come at a discount-and
that China was also com-
peting for it. The govern-
ment is.currently studying
the legal order, they
added.

Mr. Bessent said the U.S.
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“This deliberately short-
term measure will not pro-
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benefit to the Russian go-
vernment as it only author-
ises transactions involving
oil already stranded at
sea,” Mr. Bessent said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

an help India mitigate price and supply shocks:however, SR
say government sources

Cong. slams govt.
over U.S. remark

NEW DELHI

Criticising the Centre over U.S.
remarks, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge alleged that
India’s strategic autonomy and
national sovereignty are under
threat “because PM is getting
blackmailed on Epstein files
and Adani case”. » PAGE 14

Use cooking fuel
Jjudiciously: govt.

CHENNAI

With restrictions placed on LPG
supplies, the public has been
advised to use the fuel
judiciously. Sources said
commercial consumers using
19 kg cylinders were told

they will not be given

supplies. » PAGE 15




U.S. ‘allows’ India to buy
Russian oil for 30 days

The price of Brent crude has increased to nearly
— Glo-

bal oil supplies are currently constrained due to
Iran’s blockade of the Strait of Hormuz, and tank-

ers avoiding the region due to the conflict.

This comes at a time when the Indian govern-
ment has made assurances that the country has
adequate amounts of crude oil, petrol and diesel
in reserve. According to sources, India currently
has 25 days of crude oil in reserve, and 25 days ot

petrol and diesel each. The order also follows a re-

A previous analysis by The Hindu of the latest
preliminary data from the Ministry of Commerce

2026, the month before India and the U.S. issued a
joint statement about an interim trade agreement
between the two countries. This was the lowest in

44 months. As a result of thlsi Russia’s share in In-

dian oil imports fell to 19.3% in January 2026, the
owest since December 2022. In comparison, Rus-

12’ 0 1 0

in May 2025. A second government official, who
did not want to be identified, had stated earlier
this week that, at present, India procures 1.04 mil-
lion barrels per day of crude oil from Moscow.

Need for Russian oil

“Considering more than 55% of India’s oil imports
pass through the Strait of Hormuz. elevated price
and delays will stretch India’s oil bill ($11.5bn/

month)-unless India ramps up imports from Rus-
S e itiiently velols dosodnjuly 2024 7 M

nancial Services said in a note. It added that, in
the “extr . nario of Brent cr rices

breaching the $90 per barrel mark. India’s Cur-
rent Account Deficit (CAD) could stretch to 1,49 of
GDP, and the rupee could depreciate to 95 per
U.S. dollar. “However, in such a scenario, imports

of Russian fuel will take centre stage,” it added.

Moody’s also pointed out that India stands out
amenglarge Asian cconomics thatrelv.on cryde
and LNG from West Asia due to its high share of
WmongtotammﬁWd
pressure from the U.S. to cut its energy imports
from Russia. “Costly energy imports would wea-
ken the rupee, raise inflation, worsen the current
account balance and complicate monetary policy
as well as fiscal management if they lead to ex-
panded subsidies to help offset the economic
shock,” Moody’s said.

The sources in the government, however, said
that Indian refiners have sourced more crude
stocks from other parts of the world than what is
currently stuck in the Strait of Hormuz.

In his post, Mr. Bessent further said that “India
is an essential partner of the United States”, and

that the U.S. anticipates that India will “ramp up”
Eurchases of U.S. oil.




US Dy Secy of
State talks about
‘endgame’; war
duration in our
hands: Iran envoy

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 5

AMID THE ongoing conflictin
the West Asia region, a diplo-
matic battle played outbetween
the US and Iran in Delhi on

USDeputy Secretary of State
Christopher Landau, while
speakingat the Raisina Dialogue
organised by think tank ORF,

External Affairs Minister SJaishankar meets US Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau on the
sidelines of Raisina Dialogue, (right) Iran Ambassador Mohammad Fathaliin New Delhi on Thursday. e1i

weapon. I mean, could you im-
agine...whatathreatto the world
itwould be to have an Iran that

b o k]

“We tried very hard to talk
senseintotheIranians... And ul-
timately we concluded that that
wasnot going to work. Sothese
are unsettled days right now.
ButIthink the truth is, this part
of the world has been quite un-
settled for quite a long time.
And if you look at the roots of a
lot of this, they can be traced
backtoTehran,” hesaid,adding
that he was a teenager when
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi

wasoverthrown, and since then
Iran has been in a “death to
America posture”.

sincerity, they showed open hos-
tility, and they started the war,
but the duration of the war is in
our hands, this is very impor-
tant,” the Iranian envoy said.
Fathalisaid Irandoes not tar-
get its neighbouring countries,

The envoy also claimed that
three F-15 fighter jets had been
shotdown during the conflict.

“Iran is not attacking its
neighbourhood. We don't attack
ourneighbours; they provide the
bases. You heard that three F-15s
were shot down... We an-
nounced to all neighbours that
we will attack the bases of the
United States.”



U.S. ‘allowing’ India y

to bu

S

Kharge says _ while Rahul points toWd

individual’; Opposition will seek discussion on the West Asia conflict in Parliament, says Ramesh
]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

riticising the Modi
government over
U.S. Treasury Secre-

tary Scott Bessent’s com-
ment that President Do-
nald Trump had “allowed”
Indian refiners to buy Rus-
sian oil for 30 days, the
Congress on Friday said it
was “deeply humiliating
for India’s sovereignty”.
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge, in a post
on X, alleged that India’s

Targeting the government,
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, said India’s fo-
reign policy was the result
of the “exploitation of a
compromised individual”.

Slams U.S. remarks

The party also raised a red
flag over the recent remark
by U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State Christopher Landau
that the U.S. would put

QQ This is the kind of
language which is
used for sanctioned states,
and not India, who has been

aresponsible and
an equal partner in
the global order

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE
Congress president

1

America first in the trade
deal with India. “India’s fo-
reign policy emerges from
the collective will of our
people. Itshould be rooted
in our histery, our geogra-
phy, and our spiritual eth-
os based on satya and
ahimsa. What we are wit-
nessing today is not policy.
It is the result of the exploi-
tation of a compromised
individual,” he said on X.
The Opposition leader
also shared his February 11
speech in the Lok Sabha
during the discussion on
the Budget, where he

But our Prime Minister will

not decide,” Mr. Gandhi
had said.

Echoing the sentiment,
Mr. Kharge hit out at the
government for ceding di-
plomatic space to the U.S.
In a post on X, Mr. Kharge

“From trade to oil, from
data to India’s long-term
relationships with friendly
countries, Modi ji SUR-

RENDERED it all,” Mr.

Kharge said, adding that
Mr. Modi had made India a
“vassal state”.

Congress general secre-
tary (organisation) K.C. Ve-
nugopal also said it was
deeply humiliating for In-
dia’s sovereignty that it
needed a U.S. “waiver” to
purchase oil from a time-
tested partner like Russia.
“Instead of standing up to
the U.S. dictating terms,
Compromised PM Modi is
handing our energy sove-
reignty on a platter to oth-
er countries,” he said on X

Addressing a press con-
ference, Congress spokes-
person Pawan Khera said
Mr. Gandhi’s words on Fe-
bruary 11 in the Lok Sabha
- that the U.S. would de-
cide from whom we should
be purchasing oil - yet
again proved prophetic.

Congress communica-
tions chief Jairam Ramesh,
ina post, asked, “How long
will the America blackmail
continue”. He also said the
Opposition would press for
a full-fledged discussion in
Parliament on the West
Asia conflict once the Bud-
get Session resumes on
March 9.



India denies assisting U.S.
Navy in attack on Iran’s ship

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India has denied reports that it assisted
the United States in targeting an Ira-
nian vessel near Sri Lankan waters,
with a top naval official on Friday de-
scribing such reports as “baseless”.

The officer said that India had not

provided any assistance to U.S. author-
ities or its military in relation to the Ira-
nian warship and clarified that existing
India-U.S. communicationand logistics
agreements do not automatically apply
to such situations,

The officer added that New Delhi

However, officials emphasised the

Existing agreements like
LEMOA and COMCASA

do not bind India to
support American defence
operations, say officials

agreement applies only to mutually
agreed activities such as exercises and
port calls and does not provide auto-
matic access or obligate either side to
extend support. Each request is consi-
dered individually, ensuring India’s
strategic autonomy.

The two countries also concluded

taries. Officials stressed that this arran-
gement is not automatic and does not
mandate or guarantee immediate tech-
nology transfer or logistical support.
Officials reiterated that the pacts do
not bind India to support American de-
fence operations. i



Amrita Nayak Dutta
& Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March §

ADAY afteraUS submarinetor-
pedo sank an Iranian warship
nearSriLankaasitheaded home
after participating in Exercise
ILAN and the International
et Review in Visakhapatnam,
Indian Navy said Thursday
ad sent its aircraft and ships
ugment the search and res-
(SAR) efforts for IRIS Dena
eritputoutadistresscall.
The Indian Navy statement
came on the day the govern-
ment condoled the death of
Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, and others
killed in air strikes by Israel and
theUS.

Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri visited the Iranian em-
bassy in New Delhi and signed
the condolence book —the first
public gesture fromthe govern-

SriLankaallows crew
of secondIranshipto
disembarkin Colombo

Chennai: Aday after aUS submar-
inetorpedoed and sank an Iranian
naval frigate near SrilLanka's
southern coast, a second Iranian
warship waited for hours just out-
side Sri Lanka's territorial waters.
Eventually, the country’s Presi-
dent, Anura Kumara Dissanayake,
said the crew of the Iranian naval
ship, IRIS Bushehr, willbe disem-
barked at Colombo Port. He said
the vessel will then be taken to
Trincomalee Harbour, while the Sri
Lanka Navy makes arrangements
to bring the 208 personnel on
board safely to Colombe. “PAGE 8

ment ever since the assassin-
ation of the Tranian leader.

According to sources, Misri,

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Responded to Iran warship SOS, searched: Navy

At Iran embassy, Foreign Secretary
offers India’s condolences on the
death of Ayatollah Khamenei, others

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri signs a condolence book at the Iran Embassy in New Delhi, Thursday, days after Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was killed in Israel-US strikes. p1i



M. Kalyanaraman
CHENNAI

With the conflict in West
Asia escalating, merchant
ships continue to be
stranded upstream of
Strait of Hormuz, even as
the world awaits the rol-
lout of the U.S. govern-
ment’s promise of deploy-
ing its Navy to escort the
ships and funding war risk
insurance for the vessels.
On Thursday, Sonangal
Namibe, a crude oil carrier
whose owners and manag-
ers are based in Houston,
Texas, as per Equasis data-
base, became the ninth
ship attacked in the region
since the conflict started.
Skylight, a ship sanctioned
by the U.S. for Iranian links
and manned mostly by In-
dian crew, was also among
the ships attacked. Insu-
rance companies are seek-

.
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Fear reigns:: Ships on the Persian Gulf route may have to pay 10
times or 15 times more for insurance coverage.

ing to renegotiate their cov-
erage of ships serving the
Persian Gulf.

War risk cover

Law and Insurance Editor
of Lloyds List Intelligence.

Insurance

premiums
have registered increases
across the world since the

recent conflict started.

bark on a voyage. Experts
talk of affiliative risk - ves-
sels may have owners for-
mally based in neutral
countries and the ships
may fly flags of other na-
tions but if they have links
with not just Iran but also
the U.S. and Israel, then
they may have to pay much
higher premiums.
Governments such as
the UK. had historically
footed the bill for such war
risk insurance. In Decem-
ber of last year, Denmark
passed a law providing
such a cover for its ships.

More than 600 ships are

Wd'
out of whom some are
N

ment-owned Shipping Cor-
poration of India is among
the leading ship owners
whose vessels have been
stranded in the Persian
Gulf west of the strait.
Though oil and gas facil-
ities have been hit and
some such as Qatar’s facili-
ties have been shut down,
many Persian Gulf ports
continue to be operational.
Lloyds List Intelligence
reports that there has been

No India related ship
has transited the strait. SCI
has ships with some nine
lakh tonne cargo capacity
in the area while Sanmar
has some 3 lakh tonne.




‘War to impact India’s gem, jewellery industry

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The Indian gem & jewel-
lery industry is expecting a
major impact on trade on
account of the escalating
geopolitical tensions in
West Asia with the U.S.-Is-
rael-Iran war spreading to
the whole of the oil-rich
Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCO).

Apex trade body Gem &
Jewellery Export Promo-
tion Council (GJEPC) said
there would be a dual
shock to the supply chain.

jewellery exports flow to
UAE which supplies rough
diamonds and bullion to
the Indian market.

. 4

Key market: India is heavily dependent on the JAE forboth exports

and raw materials. REUTERS

and posing threats to raw
material inflows.

UAE demand hit
Downstream market dis-
ruptions have started im-

As 'per available data,

g

India’s gem & jewellery
exports to GCC surged

The GCC emerged as a
key sourcing hub and its
share surged to 32% over

the last four years. India’s
gem and jewellery imports
from GCC surged from $16
billion in FY22 to $28 bil-
lion in FY25.

Major suppliers

GCC countries supply over
30% of India’s gem & jewel-
lery imports providing raw
materials and precious me-
tals. In all these, UAE acts
as a key hub for gold and
diamond imports.

Dubai, key hub

“The situation is a mat-
ter of serious concern and
we hope for stability and

peace to return at the ear-
liest to make it conducive
of conducting regular busi-
ness. Being a key hub for
gold bar imports, UAE sup-
ports India’s jewellery ma-
nufacturing and retail sec-
tors,” the trade body said.

“From an industry
standpoint, the GCC coun-
tries and MENA region is
not only an important ex-
port destination for India’s
gem and jewellery sector,
but also a key hub where
Indian companies have es-
tablished business inter-
ests,” GJEPC said.

“At present, the indus-
try is closely monitoring
the developments. GJEPC
is in touch with stakehol-
ders from Industry and Go-
vernment of India. We will
assessany potential impact
on India’s gem and jewel-
lery exports and urge the
Government to take steps
accordingly,” it added.



Centre directs refiners to

Je
’

order seeks to re-prioritise allocation of propane, butane streams for cookin

s production

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/CHENNAI

espite assuring In-
l) dians that the
country has “com-

fortable” stocks of crude,
diesel, petrol and LPG, the
Centre on Wednesday in-
voked the Essential Com-
modities Act (ECA), 1955,
directing domestic oil re-

The order issued on
Wednesday read: “All oil
refining companies operat-
ing in India shall maximise
and ensure that propane
and butane streams pro-
duced, recovered, fraction-
ated or otherwise available
with them are utilised for
production of LPG and
make it available to the
three public sector oil mar-
keting companies.”

The order said that all
public sector oil marketing

l\ul
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Allaying concerns: [OCL issued a statement seeking to reassure
consumers that.the country has adequate reserves. FILE PHOTO

companies (OMCs) shall
ensure that LPG so pro-
duced is supplied or mar-
keted solely to consumers
of domestic LPG.

or butane streams for ma-

nufacture of petrochemi-
cal products or other such
downstream derivatives.”
The cooking fuel is
formed from a combina-
tion of propane and bu-

tane and liquefied under
pressure. It may contain
trace quantities of higher
hydrocarbons as well.

“«

process. The refining pro-
cess can be tweaked to in-
crease the butane-pro-
pane content of the output
and rebalance the other
output products, thereby
boosting the production of

liquefied petroleum gas for
use as cooking fuel,” said
Prashant Vasisht, Senior
Vice-President at ICRA.

Mr. Vasisht added that
the government is prioritis-
ing the availability of LPG
for household cooking gas
use rather than supplying
it to vehicles or commer-
cial establishments.

as Indian Oil Corporation
and Bharat Petroleum Cor-
poration produce roughly
40% of India’s LPG require-
ment domestically.

The fuel is then bottled
and distributed across the

country.

Separately, IOCL issued
a statement seeking to
reassure consumers that
the country has adequate
reserves, dismissing social
media chatter about a “fuel
shortage” as “rumours”.



Use cooking fuel
judiciously,
consumers told

Sangeetha Kandavel
Deepa H. Ramakrishnan
CHENNAI

With restrictions placed on
liquefied petroleum gas
(LPG) supplies for both
domestic and commercial
consumers from Thursday
night, the public have been
advised to use the fuel
judiciously.

An oil industry source

days. “Consumers can
book only using their regis-
tered mobile numbers and
delivery will be done only
if the OTP is given. These
are steps to ensure the fuel
is used judiciously,” said a
distributor.

Sources said commer-
cial consumers using 19 kg
cylinders were told they
will not be given supplies.
But after talks, existing cus-
tomers were given a por-
tion of their requirements.

“Private gas companies

do not have stock. We
heard supplies to indus-
trial consumers were being
stopped,” a source said.

Hoteliers in Tamil Nadu
said this could cripple their
business. They fear distrib-
utors may cite shortages to
divert supplies to the black
market or increase prices,
raising operating costs for
restaurants and hotels.

“They have slowed the
supply of LPG for commer-
cial purposes. From next
week, we don’t know how
we will run our business.
Distributors say they don’t
have any stock,” said D.
Sreenivasan, owner of the
Sree Annapoorna Sree
Gowrishankar Hotels,
Coimbatore and Honorary
President of Tamil Nadu
Hotel Association.

“LPG is our primary
fuel. Many who are work-
e —— |
pend on_restaurants for
their day-to-day food. Even
the hospital sector de-
pends on us for food for
patients,” added Jegan Da-
modarasamy, CEO of Sree

Annapoorna Sree Gowrish-
ankar Hotels.



Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

Benchmark indices fell
1.3% for the third time in
the week on Friday follow-
ing rising oil prices and
supply shocks as Iran
blocked passage through
the Strait of Hormuz.

The Nifty 50 opened
steady at 24,656.40 points,
and after trading flat for
the better part of the day,
fell to the day’s low of
24,415.75 points before
closing at 24,450.5 points.
Sensex, too, fell 1.4% to
78,918.90 points.

Of the 21 sectoral indices

on Nifty, only three closed
higher than the previous
day. Most of the indices
were in the negative, shed-
ding nearly 2% of their pre-
vious day’s close.

About 55% of the stocks
that were trading actively
on NSE and BSE declined,
marking a broad-based ne-

gative investor sentiment.
This was however slightly
better than the ratio on
Monday, when the markets
lost ground after Iranian
strikes began.

The week had just four
trading sessions on ac-
count of a market holiday
for Holi on Tuesday.

“Investors are moving
towards traditional safe-ha-
ven assets and adopting a
cautious stance, awaiting
greater clarity. We expect
that reassurance over con-
trol of the Strait of Hormuz
will help stabilise market
sentiment. We advise
avoiding a panic sell-off

and adopting a disciplined,
long-term perspective and
exercising patience over
the next several weeks, as
current price levels may
offer a strategic entry point
for medium- to long-term
investors,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Investments Limited.



mediation effor

Stanly Johny

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump on Fri-
day said there

would be no deal with Iran

“There will be no deal
with Iran except uncondi-
tional surrender! After
that, and the selection of a
great & acceptable leader
(s), we, and many of our
wonderful and very brave
allies and partners, will
work tirelessly to bring
Iran back from the brink of
destruction, making it eco-
nomically bigger, better,
and stronger than ever be-
fore,” Mr. Trump wrote ina
social media post.

s them to focus on those who ‘ignited the conflic

Earlier in the day, Iran’s
President Masoud Pezesh-
kian said some countries
had begun mediation ef-
forts to end the war, but
asked them to focus on
those who “ignited the
conflict”. “Some countries
have begun mediation ef-
forts. Let’s be clear: we are
committed to lasting peace
in the region, yet we have
no hesitation in defending
our nation’s dignity and so-
vereignty, Mr. Pezeshkian,
a medical doctor-turned-
politician who got elected
President in 2024, wrote in
social media. “Mediation
should address those who
underestimated the Ira-
nian people and ignited
this conflict,” he added.

As the war entered the
seventh day on Friday, the
U.S. and Israel carried out
broad strikes across Iran,

where the death toll
climbed to 1,332, according
to authorities. The Israeli
military claimed to have
achieved ‘near-complete
air superiority” in Iran. Is-
rael also launched massive
attacks in Lebanon where
its troops are fighting Hez-
bollah, a Shia militia group.

Multiple hits

Iran’s state media reported
on Friday, citing satellite
images, that Iranian at-
tacks “destroyed” several
U.S. military radars in the
UAE and Jordan.
“One_such_radar, _sup-

war, according to satellite
imagery captured Mon-

Clear stance: Donald Trump speaks about the Iran war in the East
Room of the White House, in Washington on Thursday. 4P

day,” claimed a Press TV
report.

ing to semi-official Fars
News Agency. A key oil re-

finery in Bahrain got hit on
Thursday. Manama said it
shot down multiple drones
and missiles overnight.

Israeli media reported
on Friday that Iranian mis-
siles hit southern parts of
the country.

An IRGC spokesperson
said Iran was “fully pre-
pared for a prolonged war”
and was set to introduce a
new set of strategic wea-
ponry. “These technolo-
gies have not yet been de-
ployed on a large scale.
The enemy should expect
painful blows in every up-
coming operational wave,”
Brigadier General Ali Mo-
hammad Naeini said.

The IRGC has launched

Mohammad-Bagher
Ghalibaf, Iran’s Parliament
Speaker, claimed on Friday
that Iranian attacks forced
the USS Abraham Lincoln
aircraft carrier to retreat.

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian sa
at least 1,332 people have been killed in Iran in the US-Israeli strikes

“What a fuss they kicked
up over the aircraft carrier
Abraham Lincoln to put
pressure on us, but this so-
called bride of praise, in its
first encounter with Ira-
nian missiles and drones,
abandoned the battlefield
and retreated,” he wrote in
a social media post. “The
navy that was supposed to
defend the security and
stability of America’s allies
can’t even defend itself
against a few drones and
takes to its heels in flight!”

‘Long prepared for war’
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi said the
country was “long pre-
pared for this war.”

“Iran’s Powerful Armed
Forces are ensuring that it
becomes a quagmire for
whomever chooses to pur-
sue it,” he wrote in a social

s some countries have begun

media post. “We negotiat-
ed twice with this U.S. Ad-
ministration. Both times,
we were attacked in the
middle of talks. It bears full
responsibility for
bloodshed.”

Earlier in an interview
with a American TV, when
he was asked whether Iran
was afraid of a ground in-
vasion by U.S. forces, Mr.
Araghchi said, “We are

a
y

He added: “Your Plan B
will be even bigger failure.
The truth: Chance for un-

ique deal burned after the
‘America Last’ cabal ob-
scured “significant pro-
gress” we made in negotia-
tions. ‘Israel First” always
means ‘America Last’.”



12,000 Indians

yaA
w Delhi, March 5

THE US-Israel-Iran war
ters its sixth day, around
000 Indian citizens stranded
in the Gulf countries have
sought the help of the Indian
government fortheirreturnand
are in touch with embassies
acrossthe region, The Indian Ex-
press has learnt.

tinue to be suspended amid un-
relenting attackfrom the Iranian
side. Sources said the stranded
Indians include tourists and
transit.visitors, who were in the
UAE for short durations. Some
of them are also students whose
educational institutions have
shut in the wake of Iranian at-
tacks, or have switchedtoonline
classes.

Asof Monday, twodays after
the war started, around 22,000
Indian nationals had reached
out to the Indian government
through various missions, seek-
ing return to India, as per
sources. Ofthem, around 10,000

have been aBie to return in the

in Gulf seek hel
o return home

e CE T
non-scheduled flights operating
from the region.

Around 850 Indiannationals
sought to return fromDoha,
where air space iSeompletely
shut, as per the source. They
were able fo return to India
through Riyadh airport after tak-
ing the land route to cross over
to Saudi Arabia.

s Dubai, Abu Dhabi and
Doha - among the busiest air-
portsinthe region - continue to
be shut for scheduled flight op-
erations, some flights have taken
off from Fujairah in the UAE.

The UAE remains the biggest
point of concern for the Indian
side, as per those monitoring the
situation, because of the sheer
volume of Indian nationals in
the country and also because it
has been constantly under at-
tack from Iran.

In fact, many have been lin-
ing up at the UAE-Oman border
to cross over through the land
routeand take flightsbackhome
through the Muscat airport.
There have been reports of huge
queues and delays faced by In-
dian nationals at the immigra-
tion check post.

FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM




pay aiter iranian

friga :

te sunk, L.anka

letsin crew from
another warship

Arun Janardhanan
Chennai, March 5

A DAY after aUnited States sub-
marine torpedoed and sank an
Iranian naval frigate near Sri
Lanka’ssouthern coast, asecond
[ranian warship waited for hours
justoutside Sri Lanka’s territorial
waters. Eventually, the country’s
President, Anura Kumara Dissa-
nayake, said the crew of the Ira-

Port. He said the vessel will then

safely to Colombo.

Earlier, Sri Lankan author-
ities had confirmed that the
vessel was positioned withinthe
country’s Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ), awaiting a decision
on whether it would be allowed
toenter port for assistance. Gov-
emmentspokesmanand media
minister Nalinda Jayatissa had
told Parliantent that the govern-
ment was deliberating its next
stepswhile prioritising humani-
tarianconcems.

“We are aware of itand are
contemplating action to safe-
guard all lives on board,” Jaya-
tissa said earlier in the day. “We
are intervening to resolve this
issue to safeguard regional
peace.”

The development came a
day after the Iranian frigate IRIS
Dena, a Moudge-class warship
from Iran’s Southern Fleet, was
sunk by a torpedo fired from a
US submarine on Wednesday
morning while sailing roughly
40 nautical miles south of Galle,
outside Sri Lanka’s territorial
waters but within its EEZ. US
War Secretary Pete Hegseth
publicly confirmed that the
United States carried out the at-

The USgovernment claimed
thatitwasthefirsttimesincethe

President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake said the crew of
IRIS Bushehr will be
disembarked at Colombo Port

Second World War that the
United States had targeted an
enemy.vessel in those waters.

SriLankan authorities said
they first received an emergency
message at5.08 am from the dis-
tressed vessel, which had about
180 crew members on board.
Thevessel had sunk completely
by the time aerial surveillance
arrived.

In Sri Lanka’s Parliamenton
Thursday, opposition politicians
pressed the government on
whether the Iranian warship
had earlier sought permissionto
enter Sri Lankan waters. SJB
Member of Parliament Mujee-
QurRabman guestioned why
the vessel had been forced to
wait for hours offshore. “The

Rahman said in Parliament.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Rahman said the delay
raised troubling questions about
whether geopolitical pressure
had influenced the govern-
ment’s decision.

His remarks reflected agrow-
ing domestic debate in Sri Lanka
over whether the government
had been caught between com-
peting geopolitical pressures as
tensions escalated across the
Middle East.




‘Thelegal framework that

overns maritime conflict

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
& SANDEEP SINGH

AUS submarine on Wednesday torpedoed
Iranian warship IRIS Dena off the coast of
Sri Lanka, outside its nautical boundary.

The ship was returning after participat-
ing in the International Fleet Review and
MILAN-2026, amultilateral naval exercise
organised by the Indian Navy off Visakha-
patnam last month.

The sinking of the frigate, in which at
least 80sailors were killed, has widened the
theatre of the war between US-Israel and
Iran — beyond West Asiaand the Gulfto In-
dia’simmediate neighbourhood.

Several Indian Navy officers main-
tained thatonce aship enters international
waters, there is not much of a role any
country can play in protecting it from an
adversarial force. Here’s a look at what
maritime law and conventions say.

Conventions and laws
International maritime law falls under

But it does not contain explicit provi-
sions regulating the conduct of belligerent
parties during armed conflict, as its pri-
mary focus is on peacetime governance,

‘nstead, the law of naval warfare ope:-
ates in parallel with UNCLOS during con-
flicts. So, it doesn’t matter if the Dena was
directy participating in the conMmer.ltwas
a warship of the Iranian navy and, there<

fore. alegitimate target.
flhw éﬂ Charter, too, addresses the use

of force in international waters. Article 51
of the Charter, concerning the Right of in-
dividual or collectiveself-defence, provides
an exception to the prohibition of the use
of force as stipulated in Article 2 (4) of the
Charter. Article 51 allows UN members to
exercise theirright to self-defence in the
eventof an “armed attack”.

Alternatively, the Casebook of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross cites

+HOWAMARK-48 TORPEDO WORKS

The Mark-48 torpedo is the US Navy’s main sub-launched weapon for attacking ships and other vessels

@ Introduced in 1972 and built at a Navy base
inVirginia, the Mark-48 heavyweight torpedo
has been updated periodically.

@ [tuses sonar to find its target and dive down
underneathit

1700 kg

approximate weight
of themost recent
version

® There, the equivalent of roughly 500,
pounds of TNT detonates

® This creates abubble of gasesthat rises
upward and snaps the ship'sspine (keel)
through metal fatigue.

® Theimpact of the underwater explosion rips the shipinta two ormare pieces, causing it to sink quickly.

- 3 Indian territorial seas
(12 nautical miles)

India’s EEZ Visakhapatname,

(200 nm)

Kanniyakumari

A'PRIZESHIP

@ [RISDena,
deseribed by US
Defense Secretary
PeteHegsethasa
“prize ship’, sank off
the coast of SriLanka
afteratorpedo
attack.

® Denawas
returning to Iran after
taking partinanaval
exercise last month
in Visakhapatnam.

ARAREATTACK

® The warshipis likely to have been armed
with basic weapon systems, including close-in
weapon systems and area defence systems at
the time of the attack.

Since World War 11, submarine torpedo strikes that sank major warships have beenrelatively rare.
Here are the prominent instances:

ARAGENERAL BELGRANO
(MAY 2,1982)
UK sub HMS Conqueror struck the

Argentine cruiser during Falklands
War. The attack killed 323 sailors.

ROKS CHEONAN

(MARCH 26, 2010)

The South Korean corvette sank
afterasuspected torpedo attack
by North Korea.

The last American submarine to fire a torpedo at an enemy vessel was the USS Torsk, which sank a 750-ton Japanese vessel on August 14,1945.

authorisation by the UN Security Council
as grounds for astrike. While this measure
dates back to the 1990 Gulf War, it may not
be feasible. Chapter VII of the UN Charter,
which outlines such authorisation,
requires a majority vote from the council
members with none of the permanent
members — including the US — exercising
their vetorights.

The sanctions on the ship

statement, the US Department of the Treas-

The sinking of the frigate, in which
at least 80 sailors were killed, has
widened the theatre of the war
between US-Israeland Iran

At the time of the attack, the shi

What experts say
Vice Admiral G Ashok Kumar (Retd),
former vice-chief of the Indian Navy and
irst national maritime secur-

dent happened as the ship was returning

from an international event organised by

the Indian Navy.

main, there is no restriction of battle or war
e-

The former Navy officer added that the
incident took place in the exclusive econ-
omic zone of Sri Lanka, and hence, they

However, Rear Admiral Sudhir Pillai
NM (Retd) argued in a Substack post that
the use of force against a foreign warship
onthehigh ively unlawft
unless clearly justified asself-defence oras
part of an armed conflict.

In his Substack essay, he noted that a
military strike in such circumstances could
have been valid if it met the grounds for
self-defence under Article 51 of the UN
Charter.

A senior Navy official said that the US
submarine attack todown the Iranian war-
shipininternational waters while itwason
apeaceful passage is a “big escalation” in
the ongoing US-Israel-Iran war.

“The ship was on a peaceful passage,
and it wasn't in the conflict zone. Even as
the US has justified its action, this is a big
escalation in the ongoing war,” said a senior
official with the Indian Navy, who did not
wish to be named.

He further said that while warships
have measures to counter torpedo attacks,
the Iranian ship would have likely been
taken by surprise.

“They would not have expected an at-
tack asthey were ona peaceful passage and
not in the conflict zone and were struck
early morning. They may not have antici-
pated such an attack in international
waters,” the official said.




Jonathan Saul
&AnnaHirtenstein
Marchs

MORE TANKERS came under
attack in Gulf waters on Thurs-
day as the U.S.-Iran war esca-
lated, and Iranian drones en-
red Azerbaijan, threatening
pread the crisis to more oil
ucers in the region.
A Bahamas-flagged crude
tanker was targeted by an
nian remote-controlled
at laden with explosives
hile anchored near Iraq's
Khoral Zubair port, according
to initial assessments. A sec-
ond tanker at anchor off Ku-
wait was taking on water and
spilling oil after a large ex-
plosion onits port side.
Nine vessels have come
under attack since the conflict
broke out between the US, Is-
raeland Iran on Saturday. Iran
launched a wave of missiles at
Israel early on Thursday and
also sent drones into Azerbai-
jan, injuring four people.
The escalation comes after.
amotion to halt the US attacks
was blocked in Washington

Asatelliteimage shows damaged buildings at the Garmdarah missile base in Iran on Wednesday. a»

and as the son of Iran's slain
supreme leader emerged as a
frontrunner to succeed him,
suggesting Tehran was not
about.to buckle under the
pressure.

Around 200 ships, includ-
ingeil and liquefied natural
gas tankers as well as cargo
ships, remained at anchor in
open'waters off the coast of

major Gulf producers, accord-
ingto Reuters estimates based
onship-tracking data fromthe
MarineTraffic platform.

Hundreds of other vessels
remained outside the Strait of
Hormuzunable to reach ports,
shipping data showed. The
waterway is a key artery for
around afifth of the world's oil
and LNG supply.

landed inside the field, Iraqi oil
sourcessaid. Iraq has cutits oil
production by nearly 1.5 mil-
lion barrels a day as it ran out
of storage and was unable to
load tankers, officials told
Reuters. A refinery in Kuwait
shut down and another re-
duced its processing rate. A
third refinery in Bahrain also
cutits output. REUTERS

evacuated foreign sta!
from Iraq's Rumaila oil field
after two unidentified drones

Bombing of Tehran intensities

More tankers come under attack; death toll crosses 1,200

Steve Holland
Washington, March §

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump
told Reuters on Thursday that
hewantstheUS toplayarolein
choosingIran's nextleaderand
encouraged Kurdish opposition
groupsto go on the offensive.

Trump said in a telephone
interviewitwasvery earlyinthe
process of picking a new leader
butthatthelate SupremeLeader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei's son
Mojtabawasan unlikely choice,
without elaborating.

“We want to be involved in
the process of choosing the per-
son who is going to lead Iran
into the future," Trump said.
"Wedon'thavetogobackevery
five years and do this again and
again.” Trump alsoencouraged
Iranian Kurdish forcestogoon
the offensive.

When asked if the US would
provide or had offered air cover,
he responded, "I can't tell you
that," but added that the objec-
tive for the Kurds would be "to
win.""If they're goingtodothat,
that'sgood,"headded. REUTERS



UK sends more fighter jets to West

Asia as Starmer calls for Irantalks

Reuters
London, March 5

BRITISH PM Keir Starmer on
Thursday called for a negoti-
ated settlement with Iran, the

Addressing reporters from
Downing Street in London,
Starmer reiterated his stance
against the UK joining thestrikes
on Tehranand said heremained
focussed on providing “calm,
level-headed leadership” infa-
vour of Britain's natiopalinter-
est. “No matter the pressure to
do otherwise, the lengstanding
British positions that the best
way forward for the region and
the world isa negotiated settle-

UK PrimeMinister Keir Starmer

mentwith Iran, where they give
up their nuclear ambitions,"
Starmer said in his address.

“Ican announce today that

ationsinQatarand acrossthe re-
gion,

These planes would be in

On the “special relationship”
with the US, he said: “We're
working with the Americans in
thedeployment from ourbases.
We are working together in the
region. The US and the British
workingtogether toprotectboth
the US and the British in joint
baseswhere we'rejointly located
and we're sharing intelligence
ona24/7basisinthe usualway.”



RSP andsjide

Nepal polls: rapper
Balen (o be new PV

Sanjeev Satgainva
KATHMANDU

trends putting it far ahead
of Nepal’s established par-
ties that have ruled the
country for decades.
According to Eleetion
Commission data, the RSP
is leading in 110 constituen-
cies out of 165, while Nepa-
li Congress‘and the Com-
munist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist-Leninist)
trailed at 10 and seven con-
stituencies, respectively.
With the RSP’s impend-

He is leading in 1l o

count against K.P. Sharma
Oli of the CPN-UML.

RSP candidate and soon-to-be
PM of Nepal Balendra Shah
during a rally in Janakpur, Nepal
on January 19. AFP

In Mr. Oli’s home turf of
Jhapa-5, Mr. Shah has se-
cured 15,169 votes against
3,344 for the CPN-UML
leader.

The RSP is also ahead in
the proportional represen-
tation (PR) count, securing
18,830 votes (59%) of the
31,882 votes counted till
8:05 p.m., while the NC se-
cured 5,560 votes (17%).

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



RSP landslide in Nepal
polls Balen to be PM

Biraj Bhakta Shrestha, an RSP candidate offers a
ceremonial scarf to a woman waiting outside a counting
centre after winning a seat from his constituency, a day
after polling concluded, in Kathmandu. REUTERS

Under the PR system, the Rastriya Prajatantra Par-
ty, a pro-Hindu, pro-monarchist force, is ‘third
with 2,848 votes (9%), followed by the CPN-UML
with 2,101 (6.5%).

Counting is under way in Nepal, which voted on
Thursday in its first election sincelast year’s Gen Z
protests that claimed 77 lives. The protests toppled
the Oli government.

Majority mandate
With the centrist liberal party appearing set to
hit the threshold of 138 in the 275-member House

of Representatives, NESSIEONISEENNORNN -
vernment for the first time in 27 years. with the
mandate to complete a full five-year term. This
would mark a rare reset in Nepali politics.

Though the Nepali Congress had won 113 seats
in the then 205-member Parliament in 1999, in-
fighting within the party led to the government’s
collapse in just over a year.

Founded in 2022, the RSP surprised many in
that vears election by emerging as the fourth-lar-
gest gartz In the run-up to Thursday’s vote, it en-
joyed a groundswell of support, with public opi-
nion tilting towards it, largely because of Mr. Shah,
popularly known as Balen. Balen, who won the
Kathmandu mayoral election in the 2022 local
polls as an independent candidate, joined the RSP
only in December last year, three months after the
Gen Z protests.

Voter turnout on Thursday stood at 58.7%, the
lowest since Nepal’s first election in 1991, a year af-
ter democracy was restored in the country. Some
see it as voter fatigue, but analysts say the low tur-
nout also indicates that many old-party loyalists
stayed home, frustrated by repeated failures.




204 of 238 Indian cities

did not meet air quality

standards, says CREA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

During the last winter, 204
out of 238 Indian cities re-
corded average PM2.5 (a
chief pollutant) levels
above the Indian standard
of 40 g/m?, as per the Cen-
tral Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) data ana-
lysed by the Centre for Re-
search on Energy and
Clean Air (CREA).

average PM2.5 concentra-

, and

CREA, a Finland-based in-
dependent research group.

As per the analysis,
Greater Noida was the
fourth most polluted, fol-
lowed by Bahadurgarh,
Dharuhera, = Gurugram,
Bhiwadi, Charkhi Dadri,
and Baghpat. Uttar Pra-

tion of 172 g/m? _
#), as per

desh and Haryana account-
ed for four cities each in
the top ten most polluted
cities, along with Delhi and
one from Rajasthan.

The analysis was based
on Continuous Ambient
Air Quality Monitoring Sta-
tions data from the CPCB
between October 1, 2025,
and February 28, 2026. Al-
so, none of the cities ana-
lysed met the World Health
Organization’s PM2.5 stan-
dard of 5 g/m?, as per the
analysis.

“Delhi, Kolkata (78 g/
m?®), Mumbai (48 g/m?),
and Chennai (44 g/m°) re-
corded winter 2025-26 av-
erage PM2.5 above the na-
tional standard. Bengaluru
recorded an average PM2.5
of 39 g/m?, slightly below
the NAAQS limit,” CREA
said. Chamarajanagar in
Karnataka was the cleanest
city in India during the last
winter.



Karnataka, A.P. set to ban social media use by minors

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Karnataka and Andhra Pra-
desh are set to ban social
media for children to pre-
vent the adverse effects of
increasing mobile phone
use.

Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah made an
announcement in this re-
gard on Friday, during the
presentation of the State
Budget. He did not spell
out a road map for the im-
plementation of the ban.

A.P. govt. said social media will be prohibited for children below 13
years, the Karnataka govt.'s ban will apply for those under 16. pTi

16 age group.

It was during a recent
meeting with the Vice-
Chancellors of State public
universities chaired by the
Governor, that Mr. Siddara-
maiah had proposed a.mo-
bile ban for schoolchildren
and sought opinionfrom
all stakeholders.

A similar ban on socia
media for children below
the age of 16 was made into

a law in Australia in De-
cember 2025.

The law forces social
media platforms to restrict
access to children below 16
years of age and violations
can attract very high penal-
ties up to $32 million for se-
rious and  repeated
violations.

Reacting to Karnataka’s
proposal, A.P. Minister for
IT and Education Nara Lo-
kesh stated in an X post:
“Imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery” and said
he was pleased to see Kar-
nataka considering restric-

tions on social media for
young users;

He noted that Andhra
Pradesh had earlier pro-
posed similar measures
aimed at protecting young
minds from the darker side
of «the digital world, and
wished the Karnataka go-
vernment success in imple-
menting the idea.

nister for Electronics, IT/
BT Priyank Kharge had in-
formed the Assembly that
the government was hold-
ing consultations regarding
the measures.

The move aimed at pre-
venting adverse effects on
children drew encourage-
ment as well as scepticism.

‘Blanket ban not ideal’
Dr. Rakshay Shetty, Clinical
Director, Pediatric Services

Head, Pediatric Intensive
Care Services, Rainbow
Children’s Hospital, said
that while there are a lot of
disadvantages of excessive
use of mobile devices by
children, considering their
ill effects on children’s psy-
chology, at the same time,
they provide a lot of practi-
cal utility for parents,

BJP Rajya Sabha mem-
ber from Karnataka Lahar
Singh Siroya welcomed the
move on X, stating that he
had raised this issue via a
special mention in
Parliament.

SEEALSO
» PAGE 12



Justice Dept. releases Epstein

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

The U.S. Justice Depart-
ment published additional
FBI documents on Thurs-
day describing interviews

The documents had not
been made public under
previous file releases relat-
ed to the late convicted sex
offender because  they
were mistakenly marked
“duplicative,” it said.

The documents re-
leased on  Thursday in-

who alleged she was as-

me

Protesters with masks depicting Donald Trump and Jeffrey Epstein
stage a demonstration near the White House on Thursday. REUTERS

saulted by both Epstein
and Mr. Trump while she
was between 13 and 15
years old.

In one interview, the
woman said Epstein took
her to “either New York or
New Jersey” and intro-
duced her to Mr. Trump.

The woman said she

and people close to her re-
ceived threatening calls ov-
er the years demanding
she keep quiet that she be-
lieved were related to
Epstein.



