Nitish files his RS papers
ahead of exit as Bihar CM

JD(U) chief submits papers in the presence of Home Minister Amit Shah, BJP chief Nitin Nabin;

Nitish says on social media he wishes to be an RS member; Opposition slams ‘betrayal of mandate’

Amarnath Tewary

PATNA

While the Opposition
mocked Mr. Kumar for be-
coming a “puppet of the
BJP”, accusing him of be-
traying the electoral man-
date, rumours buzzed
within the NDA about who
would succeed him in Pat-

New beginning: Chief Minister Nitish Kumar filing his nomination
for the Rajya Sabha at the Vidhan Sabha in Patna on Thursday. ANI

na, with discussions about
the Janata Dal (United)
chief’s son being given the
Deputy CM role under a
BJP CM.

‘Spotless tenure’
Confirming  speculation

about the end of his 20-
year rule in Bihar with a
post on social media, Mr.
Kumar declared that he
had a “desire in his heart”
to become a member of
both the Houses of Parlia-
ment. As he has previously

been a Lok Sabha member,
he now “seeks” to become
a member of the Rajya Sab-
ha, he said.

After all five candidates
filed their nomination pap-
ers, Mr. Shah praised Mr.
Kumar’s tenure in Bihar as
“spotless, memorable, and
golden”.

He added: “Nitish Ku-
mar ji will be remembered
for the glorious works he
has done for the develop-
ment of the State.”

NDA sources told news
agency PTI that it will take
a few weeks before Mr. Ku-
mar relinquishes the CM’s
post, which he is likely to
hold until leaving for the
national capital to be
sworn in as an MP.
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Ahead of crucial Assembly
elections, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal Governors changed

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Bihar, which saw a ma-
jor political change during
the day with Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar filing nomi-
nations for the Rajya Sabha
elections, also witnessed a
change in the gubernato-
rial seat, with Lt. General
Syed Ata Hasnain (retd) be-
ing appointed the Gover-
nor, replacing Arif Mo-
hammed Khan.

Shiv Pratap Shukla, Go-
vernor of Himachal Pra-
desh, was transferred to
Telangana; Governor Jish-
nu Dev Varma was trans-
ferred from Telangana to
Maharashtra; Delhi’s Lieu-
tenant-Governor Vinai Ku-
mar Saxena was moved to
Ladakh, while Ladakh L-G
Kavinder Gupta was elevat-
ed to Governor of Hima-
chal Pradesh, according to
a communication from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Taranjit Singh Sandhu,
former Indian Ambassador
to the U.S., who later
joined the Bharatiya Janata
Party and unsuccessfully
contested the 2024 Lok
Sabha election from Amrit-
sar, was appointed the new
L-G of Delhi.

BJP leader and former
Bihar Assembly Speaker
Nand Kishore Yadav was
appointed Governor of
Nagaland.

Gubernatorial postings

President Droupadi Murmu announced new Governors for seven
States and Lt. Governors for two Union Territories on Thursday
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of West Bengal Governor C.V. Ananda Bose has
Kerala resigned from his post ahead of Assembly polls

West Bengal Governor
C.V. Ananda Bose and La-
dakh Lieutenant-Governor
Kavinder Gupta resigned
on Thursday.

Mr. Gupta was appoint-
ed Ladakh’s L-G in July
2025. His tenure witnessed
unprecedented violence
on September 24, 2025, in
Leh city, when four peo-
ple, including a Kargil war
veteran, were killed in pol-
ice firing when a protest to
demand constitutional sa-
feguards for the region
turned violent.

Stormy relations
Relations between Mr. Ravi
and the M.K. Stalin govern-
ment in Tamil Nadu have
been stormy, with the rul-
ing DMK accusing the
former of positioning him-
self as a political rival to an
elected government.

Mr. Ravi withheld assent
for several Bills, following
which the Supreme Court
invoked powers in April
2025 to declare 10 Bills “ef-
fectively approved”. Mr.

Ravi had also repeatedly
walked out of the Assemb-
ly without reading out the
customary Governor’s Ad-
dress or digressing from
the government’s prepared
text.

Incidentally, it was at
Mr. Ravi’s suggestion that
the name of Raj Bhavan
was changed to Lok Bha-
van a few months ago.

Shocked, says Mamata
Mr. Bose, who had been in
the position for more than
three years, submitted his
resignation to Ms. Murmu
in Delhi.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee said
on Thursday that Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
called her and informed
about Mr. Ravi’s appoint-
ment. Ms. Banerjee said
she was “shocked and
deeply concerned by the
sudden news of the resig-
nation” of Mr. Bose.
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India condoles Khamenei death
as Misri visits Embassy of Iran

The Supreme Leader was killed in US-Israel strikes; Jaishankar dials Iranian counterpart Araghchi; Iranian interlocutor

says Tehran is facing an ‘existential war” and that access to the Strait of Hormuz for energy buyers remains uncertain

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

ndia on Thursday con-
ldoled the death of

Iran’s Supreme Lead-
er, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
who was assassinated in
the opening salvo of the
U.S.-Israel war on Iran on
February 28.

The outreach from India
coincided with remarks
from a senior Iranian inter-
locutor who announced
here that Iran is facing an
“existential war” and that
access to the Strait of Hor-
muz for energy buyers re-
mains uncertain in the cur-
rent circumstances.

“Foreign Secretary Vik-
ram Misri visited the Em-
bassy of the Islamic Repu-
blic of Iran and signed the
condolence book, on be-
half of the people and the
Government of India, on
the demise of Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Syed Ali
Khamenei,” said External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-

son Randhir |aiswal.

Offering commiserations: ForeignSecretary Vikram Misri, on behalf of the Government of India, signed
the condolence book at the Embassy of Iran in'New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

assassination of Khamenei!

The conversations bet-
ween Indian and Iranian
officials coincided with se-
nior Iranian officials ex-
pressing disappointment
over India’s unwillingness
to.condemn the assassina-
tion of Khamenei as offi-
cials in the External Affairs
Ministry expressed disap-
pointment over Iran target-
ing oil tankers, which left

Iranian strikes

A senior Iranian diplomat-
ic source, however, argued
that Tehran’s retaliation to
the U.S.-Israeli attacks was
“precise and deliberate”
and was aimed at the mili-
tary and intelligence assets

—We

had told them that this is
what we would have to do
if your airbases and assets
are used to attack us,” said

t

i
stop attacks as soon as they
Semer

but now that they started
the war we are left with no
other strategy apart from
resisting. We have to resist
and that is our only strate-
gy,” said the senior Iranian
official.

Trying to balance the in-
terest of the West Asian
states that host more than
a crore Indian expatriate
workers and Iran, which
controls the Strait of Hor-
muz, India has maintained
a cautious approach in the
conflict. Against this back-
drop, India has reached
out to multiple suppliers to
ensure that the energy
shockwave of the conflict is
absorbed without disrupt-
ing the Indian economy.




Iran launches fresh attacks against Israel, U.S.

Associated Press
DUBAI

Iran launched a new wave
of attacks against Israel,
American bases and coun-
tries around the region on
Thursday, even as Israel
and the U.S. hammered the
Islamic Republic for a sixth
day. Bahrain said an Ira-
nian missile hit a state-run
oil refinery. It said the fire
on Thursday night was ex-
tinguished and the refinery
was still working.

sued a mass evacuation
warning for all of Beirut’s
southern suburbs as the
fighting escalated with Le-
banon’s Iran-allied Hezbol-
lah militants. UN peace-
keepers reported ground
combat in southern Leba-
non as more Israeli troops
crossed the border.

The war has killed at
least 1,230 people in Iran,
more than 70 in Lebanon
and around a dozen in Is-
rael, according to officials
in those countries. Six U.S.
troops have been killed.

An Iranian cleric called

Under fire: A plume of smoke rising after a strike on the Iranian

capital of Tehran on Thursday. AFP

on state television for the
shedding of both Israel’s
and “Trump’s blood”. A
statement from Ayatollah
Abdollah Javadi Amoli gave
a rare call for violence by
an ayatollah, one of the
highest ranks within the
clergy of Shia Islam. There
are dozens in Iran.

Ilham Aliyev accused Iran
of carrying out “a ground-
less act of terror and ag-
gression” after a drone
crashed Thursday near the
airport in Nakhchivan.
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Maldives, Sri
Lanka alarmed
atbombing in
Indian Ocean

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The sinking of an Iranian
ship by the U.S. in the In-
dian Ocean raises concern
for the smaller countries in
the region, leaders from Sri
Lanka and the Maldives,
who have gathered for the
Raisina Dialogue here, said
on Thursday.

Indian diplomats de-
scribed the attack in the In-
dian Ocean, close to Sri
Lanka, as concerning, es-
pecially given that the war-
ship, IRIS Dena, was re-
turning from multilateral
exercises held with the In-
dian Navy last month.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 15

Sri Lanka evacuates the crew of second
Iranian ship near its territorial waters

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

The Sri Lankan Navy
would take the crew to the
Colombo Port, while the
vessel will be diverted to
the <eastern.Trincomalee
harbour, Mr. Dissanayake
said in a televised address
on Thursday night. Sri Lan-
ka’s response, he said, was

Injured sailors from Iranian
frigate IRIS Dena walking on
hospital premises in Galle, Sri
Lanka, on Thursday. REUTERS

on humanitarian grounds
and focused on saving
lives, after the vessel re-
ported an engine fault. “No
one deserves to die in this
war. Every life is precious”,

U.S. and Israel launched an
attack on Iran last week,
Colombo called on “all
concerned parties to exer-
cise maximum restraint”
and to de-escalate ten-
sions. The government has
so far not responded to the
U.S. claim on Wednesday
that its submarine attacked
the Iranian frigate IRIS

ging regional security, Lead-
er of the Opposition Sajith
Premadasa pointed to a se-
cond Iranian ship posi-
tioned close to the Colombo

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14



Sinking of ship brings war to region: Sri Lankél,_Maldives leaders

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The sinking of an Iranian
ship by the U.S. in the In-
dian Ocean raises concern
for the smaller countries in
the region, leaders from Sri
Lanka and the Maldives,
who have gathered for the
Raisina Dialogue, said on
Thursday. They called for
closer communication on
the issue with India as a
“net security provider” in
the region.

Indian diplomats also
described the torpedo at-
tack in the Indian Ocean,
close to Sri Lanka, as con-
cerning, especially given
that the warship, the IRIS
Dena, was returning on
Wednesday from multilat-
eral exercises held with the
Indian Navy in Visakhapat-

nam last month. The Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry did not
respond to a question on
whether India had raised

ee

I think it's worrying that
this war is coming home
for us... we are confident
that India will rise to the
occasion

MOHAMED NASHEED

Former Maldives President

prolongs for more than a
couple of weeks,” Sri Lan-
kan Opposition UNP. MP
Harsha Da Silva told The
Hindu. “Obviously. there-
fore we depend on India to
work in partnership, par-
ticularly when it comes to
maritime affairs,” he ad-
ded, pointing out that Sri
Lanka was the “centre of
the Indian Ocean”, where
India helms a number of
multilateral organisations.

Former Foreign Secre-
tary Kanwal Sibal said the
Iranian ship would not
have been in the Indian
Ocean at this time if it had
not been invited by India.

“The attack by the U.S.
submarine was premedi-
tated as the U.S. was aware
of the Iranian ship’s pre-
sence in the exercise to
which the U.S. Navy was in-
vited but withdrew from
participation at the last mi-
nute, presumably with this
operation in mind. The

The conflict oversha-
dowed the opening day of
the Raisina Dialogue, with
about 1,100 of the 1,800 in-
ternational delegates can-
celling their plans to attend
due to airspace restrictions
and flight cancellations.



Turning to Iranian Kurds, US seeks out oldally in West Asia

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, March 5

AS THE conflict in West Asia spreads, the
USisturningtosome older, non-state allies
for support. Israeli and US intelligence
agencies, the Mossad and the CIA, respect-
ively, are reportedly arming the Kurds to
ensure an on-ground presence against the
Iranian regime.

The US has long supported the ethnic
group with thousands of trained fightersto
bolster its own strategic aims in West Asia.

Stateless group

The Kurds are the world’s largest state-
lessethnic group, numbering around 25to
35 million. They are spread across Turkey,
northern Iraq, northeastern Syria, north-
western Iran, and southern Armenia, and
are aminority in these countries.

Reputed to be fearless fighters, the
Kurds have served as mercenaries in
armies for centuries, but never had their
own independent national homeland.

After World Warl, the Kurdish Ottoman
diplomat Mehmet Sherif Pasha proposed a
new Kurdistan covering parts of modern

Turkey, Iraq, and Iran. However, the Treaty
of Sevres, which partitioned the old Otto-
man dominions, marked a smaller terri-
tory, entirely in today’s Turkey. After ne-
gotiations with the Allies, Turkey signed
the Treaty of Lausanne, which ended the
idea of a self-governing Kurdistan.

Over time, the Kurds made attempts at
establishing a de facto Kurdistan and at-
tracted Turkish repression, including bans
on the Kurdish language, songs, and dress.
TheKurdsinIran have also had grievances
with both the Islamic Republic regime and
the Pahlavi dynasty before them.

In 1978, the Kurdistan Workers’ Party:
(PKK in Kurdish) sought to establishanin-
dependent Kurdistan, leading to violent
clashes with the Turkish state. In2013,the
PKK declared a ceasefire, but this col-
lapsed when Turkey fought the Islamic
State (IS) in 2015 and started to bomb PKK
targets in Iraq.

Rolein Syria, Iraq

As the IS sweptacross Syria and Iraq in
the early 2010s, theonly fighters who were
able toresist the onslaught were the Syrian
Kurdish militias, the most powerful of

Iran’s other
minorities

® Apart from Kurds,
Iranalso has asizable
population of other
ethnic minorities.

® Theseinclude the
Azeri Turks(€ompris-
ingaround151020%
of thetotal popula-
tion of 90million)
and the Baloch
(around 2to 3%).

® Notall of them
areequally inter-
ested in politically
mobilising against
the government.

which was the People’s Protection Units or
the YPG.In 2014, as the US joined the war
against ISIS, it foundin the YPG a helpful
regionalally. The Kurds also served as a
counterpoint against the Iranians and Rus-
sians, whosupported the Syrian regime.

Thiswas not the first such extension of
support. As Al Jazeera reported, “The US
provided tactical supportin the formofno-
fly zones that protected Kurdish groups
duringthe 1991uprising (in Iraq), although
Washington was criticised for prompting
the revolt and then abandoning people as
Iraqi forces under Saddam Hussein re-
sponded violently.” The no-fly zone
allowed the creation of a de facto Kurdish-
controlled region in northern Iraq, offi-
cially recognised in 2005.

InSyria, oncethe Kurds had forced ISIS
out of the northern region, they took over
therecaptured land along the Syria-Turkey
border. The YPG has close links with the
PKK, and for Turkey, this constituted a seri-
oussecurity threat.

Possible shift

Over time, the Kurds developed their
own governing institutions in parts of

Syria. However, the fall of the al-Assad gov-
ernment in 2024 saw a more US-friendly
regime come to power. The current govern-
ment is keen to establish total territorial
control after years of war and has offered
some concessions to Kurdish groups by rec-
ognising their cultural rights.

Fightingalso broke out between the Sy-
rian government and Kurdish forces a few
months ago, halted by a ceasefire. The im-
portance of the Kurds for the US establish-
ment thus seemed to wane.

The US envoy to Syria, Tom Barrack,
said in January that the situation had
“fundamentally changed” and the Kur-
dish forces’ original purpose had “largely
expired”. But with the events surrounding
Iran, another shift may be underway.

ThreeIraqi Kurdish officials told the As-
sociated Press that US President Donald
Trump and the heads of two main Kurdish
parties in Iraq spoke to discuss military
support to the Iranian Kurdish groups. Is-
rael has also lent support to the Kurds,
owing to its historically fraught ties with
Arab nations.

Apart from the Kurds, Iran also has asiz-
able population of other ethnic minorities.




Strait of Hormuz shut, a
few tankers with Russia
crude oil divert to India

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 5

Oil_tankers Matari and
Odune, both sailing under the
flag of Sierra Leone, arrived at
the ports of Vadinar in Gujarat
and Paradip in Odisha respect-
ively, Thursday morning, vessel
Twocrudeoiltankersladen tracking data showed. The two
with Russian oil, which were  tankers together are estimated
earlier showing East Asia as  to be carrying over 1.4 million
their destination, arrived atIn-  barrels of Russian crude.
dian ports Thursday, according

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Tankers divert to India

crude. Indri and Odune had set
On Wednesday, Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Alex-

ander Novak said Moscow is
ready to satisfy additional de-
‘mand for oil from India and
China, iftheneed arises. ‘Always
ready,” he said in response to a
question on whether Russia
plans to increase oil supplies to
India and China amid the esca-
lation of the conflict, Russian
news agency Interfax reported.
“Our oil is in demand. If they
buy, we will sell,” the report
quoted Novak as saying.
Sourcesin the Ministryof Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG), while making no di-
rectcomment on theissue ofad-
ditional oilimperts from Russia,
said Indiaisin touch with all in-
ternational suppliers, including
national oil companies and large
traderslike Vitol, Trafigura, and
ADNOC Trading, to source ad-
ditional volumesof crudeoiland
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
from their international port-

(tienfuelsyThe sources alsoruled

out any increase in retail fuel

folios. India, the sources said, is

prices for the time being.

On Monday, The Indian Ex-
press reported that government
and public sector refiners were
considering increasing imports
of Russian crudeas part of the ef-
forttoensure oil supply continu-
ity amid the effective halt.in
shipments through the critical
chokepoint of the Strait.of Hor-

muz. Accordingto tradesources,
J
S PTT———




Flight cancellations,
shipping surcharge
hit exporters hard

Suspension of flights from India to West Asia disrupts supply chain

for vegetables, fruits, and seafood exported from South India

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

sion of flight services has
also led to the accumula-
tion of perishable goods in
the warehouses of expor-
ters in Kerala, forcing ma-
ny to sell export-quality
produce in local markets at
cheaper rates.

An Instagram reel show-
ing export-quality vegeta-
bles and fruits being sold
by local vendors in the Ti-
rur market, after they
could not be exported to
overseas markets through
Calicut International Air-
port, has gone viral in Ker-
ala. Speaking to The Hindu,
K. Suresh Kumar, chair-
man of the Air Cargo
Agents Association of India
(ACAAI), a body of air-
freight forwarders with
around 600 members in
the State, said about 100-
150 tonnes of vegetables,
fruits, flowers, and seafood
are exported daily to West
Asian and European mar-
kets from the Thiruvanan-
thapuram International
Airport.
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Edged out: The perishable goods kept at the warehouse of the

25

Kerala State industrial Enterprises Ltd. in Kozhikode. FILE PHOTO

On the other hand, ex-
porters depend on flights
operated by IndiGo, Air In-
dia Express, and Air Arabia
to ship goods to the West
Asian market.

on exporters and farmers
from southern India, Mr.
Suresh said.

The bulk of the vegeta-
bles routed through Kerala
is sourced from neighbour-
ing States like Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka.

pushed exporters further
to the brink, said Munshid
Ali, secretary of the Kerala
Exporters’ Forum.

In the case of air ship-
ments, airlines such as
Emirates are now charging
%215 per kg of cargo, com-
pared with around 60 per
kg earlier, following the
partial reopening of air-
space, Mr. Suresh said.



UK sends more fighter jets to West
Asia as Starmer calls for Iran talks

Reuters
London, March 5

Addressing reporters from
Downing Street in London,
Starmer reiterated his stance
against the UKjoining the strikes
onTehran and said he remained
focussed on providing “calm,
level-headed leadership” in fa-
vour of Britain's national inter-

UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer

“That's why I took the deci-
sion that the UK would notjoin
theinitial strikes on Iran by the
US and Israel:" That decision
was deliberate,Jtwasin the na-
tional interestandIstand byit.”

“Lean announce today that

we are sending four additional
Typhoon jets to Qatar to
strengthen our defensive oper-
ationsin Qatarandacrossthere-
gion. Wildcat Helicopters with
ant1 -drone capabilitiesarearriv-
rus tomorrow;" he said.

[ran war tocost $3 billion a week
under current llmltatlons Israel

Harinder Mishra
Jerusalem, March5

n a letter sent to the Home
Front Command chief, Maj. Gen.
Shai Klapper, Finance Ministry
Director General Ilan Rom asked
to ease restrictions to allow fora
gradual, partial reopening of
businesses and workplaces as
early as Thursday,” the Times of
Israel reported.

Abuilding hitinanIsraeli strike in
Lebanon on Thursday. pi

"There is no dispute about
the need to preserve a defence
policy adapted to the security
situation, but at the same time,
shutting down the economy on
a broad scale carries heavy
economic costs," Rom warned.
"We need a solution that ad-

dresses both the security needs
of the Home Front and the
needs of the economy, after two
and a half years in which the
economy has been paying a
heavy economic price in light
ofthe increase in security needs
and the repercussions of the
war," the top Finance Ministry
executive reportedly said.
Soon after Israel and the US
launched their joint offensive
against Iran on Saturday morn-
ing, the IDF Home Front Com-
mand issued nationwide
guidelines prohibiting all
gatherings, educational activ-
itiesand workplaces, except for
essential businesses. PTI




