Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Minister Narendra Modi
held talks with Canadian
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney in New Delhi in an ef-
fort to establish “strategic
trust” and reset ties rup-
tured over the past few
years.

After the talks between
the Prime Ministers, India

India, Canada ink uranium
deal as Carney meets Modi

Fruitful talks: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Canadian
counterpart:Mark Carney in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

and"Canada announced a
number of agreements in-
cluding a Strategic Energy
Partnership in the fields of
renewable energy, LPG
and uraniumrsupplies, and
cooperation in critical and
emerging technologies, as
well as MoUs on education
and culture.

The two leaders dis-
cussed the escalation of
the conflict in West Asia,
although they didn’t put
out any joint understand-
ing on the issue. Mr. Modi
described the situation as
one of “deep concern” and
called for “diplomacy and
dialogue” to resolve it. In-
dia had always called for
peace and stability to be
maintained, he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



India, Canada ink
deal on uranium

On Friday, Mr. Carney, who spent the weekend in
Mumbai, issued a statement supporting the U.S.s
strikes on Iran.

cessor Justin Trudeau visited Indiain 2018, and
then in 2023 to attend the G-20 summit. Both vi-

sits were fraught with tensions, especially over
New Delhi’s concerns that the Canadian govern-
ment is harbouring violent anti-India groups, in-
cluding Khalistani leaders, and Ottawa’s accusa-
tions that Indian government officials are involved
in “transnational repression” of these groups.

In a joint statement issued on Monday, India
and Canada agreed to strengthen security cooper-
ation in.a number of areas, including addressing
“violent extremism, terrorism, organised crime”.

On Monday, The Globe and Mail, a Canadian
newspaper, quoted official sources saying that the
Canadian Security Intelligence Services had “evi-
dence” pointing to the involvement of two Indian
officials at the Indian consulate in Vancouver in
the Nijjar killing case, set to go to trial this year.

When asked about the reports, Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs Secretary P. Kumaran said India con-
tinues to reject all such charges.




West Asia war escalates,
spikes oil, strands flyers

Iran targets US. assets, Israel, Arab states; 3 jets fell in Kuwaiti ‘friendly fire; says U.S, Tehran claims

shooting down one; Qatar takes down 2 Iranian bombers; US. ‘will no longer be safe’ warns Iran

Associated Press
DUBAI

The conflict, in its third
day, was already having
far-reaching consequenc-
es, with previously safe ha-
vens in the Gulf seeing in-
coming fire, hundreds of
thousands of airline pas-

Warning plume: Smoke rises from a warehouse in Sharjah City in

the UAE following Iranian strikes. AP

sengers stranded around

The Iranian Red Cres-
cent Society said that the

U.S.-Israeli strikes have
killed at least 555 people.
In Israel, where several lo-
cations were hit by Iranian

missiles, 11 people were
killed. The Iranian-backed
Hezbollah militant group
also targeted Israel, which
responded with strikes on
Lebanon, killing more than
two dozen people. Four
U.S. troops have also been

Ali Larijani, said on Mon-
day after several air strikes
hit Tehran, even as Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards
warned the U.S. that it will
“no longer be safe”.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10

RELATED REPORTS ON

» PAGES 10,13, & 14

WAR FOR UNIPOLAR REGION
» PAGE 6



West Asia war escalates,
spikes oil, strands flyers
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. All of these came under
attack on Monday, even as Israel and the U.S.
bombed Iranian missile sites and targeted its Na-
vy, claiming to have destroyed its headquarters
and multiple warships.

Kuwait’s Health Ministry said a strike killed one
person. Bahrain’s Interior Ministry said a post-



Khamenei killing: protests
rock J&K for a second day

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

against them, locals said.
The J&K Police has not is-
sued any statement on res-
trictions or on use of force

To prevent rallies, forc-
es put tin sheets and laid
concertina wires on roads.

In spite of all this, prot- Conference,

Amid tight restrictions on protests across Kashmir, security’
personnel stand guard in Srinagar on Monday. IMRAN NISSAR

Several parties, includ-
ing the ruling National
condemned

esters hit the streets in ma- the restrictions. “..grief is
ny areas and security forc- not unrest..,” NC leader
es lobbed teargas shells Tanvir Sadiq said.

istandby for possible hu-
' manitarian assistance and

Indian warships on standby
for humanitarian operations

Saurabh Trivedi

NEW DELHI

India i mg
the evol ty situa-
'on in p lest Asia

ollowing the recent escala-

@ tensions, with In-
n the

ships deployed
tion Sap placed on

egion under Opera-

Ready to assist: /NS Surat, as part of a regional maritime security
engagement, is currently in Bahrain. @INDIANNAVY X

disaster relief (HADR)
operations.

A senior defence official
on Monday confirmed that
developments are being
tracked closely and up-
dates are being shared
with the concerned de-
partments for further

The official also stated
that INS Surat is currently
in Bahrain as part of a re-
gional maritime security
engagement.

quired, these ships could
be utilised for HADR oper-
ations. The Navy has prior
experience in such mis-
sions,” the official said.




Putin offers help to restore peace; Kremlin
calls US-Israeli strikes on Iran ‘unprovoked’

Reuters
Moscow, March 2

series of calls with the
leaders of the UAE, Bahrain
and Qatar, Putin criticised the
US-Israeli strikes on Iran,
which the Kremlin described as
“unprovoked aggression”.

stant contact with the Iranian
s
e

ChinaurgesGulf states to
external interference; Wang dials Araghchi
1al INterieren

Reuters
Beijing, March 2
CHINA'SEOREIGN minister
urged Gulf countries to unite to
oppose external interference
on Monday, after U.S.-Israeli at-
tacks onlran triggered a widen-
ing conflict in the region.
China hoped that the Gulf
states would strengthen unity
and develop neighbourly
friendship to "keep their future

A plume of smoke rises after a strike in Tehran onTuesday. ap

Although Russia stands to
benefit from higher oil prices
and may welcome Washing-
ton’s focus shifting awayfrom
Ukraine;the US-Israeli air war
also runs counter to:MoSCOwW's
desire for a multilateralworld
order in which the US is not
dominant.

Arab §tates.in the Gulf, all

and destiny in their
own hands", Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said in a
phone call with his Omani
counterpart, according to a
statement released by the min-
istry.In a phone call with Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi on the same day,
Wangsaid he believed that Iran
could maintain national and
social stability as well as attach
importance to the legitimate

close.US allies, have come
\undew drone and mis-
‘sile attack since the United
States and Israel launched their
\airstrikes on Saturday.
According to the Kremlin
readout of Putin's call with UAE
President Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, the
Russian leader offered toact as
a conduit by conveying the

concerns of its neighbours, a
separate statement showed.At-
tacks by the United States and
Israel from Saturday killed
Iran's Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei and prompted re-
taliatory Iranian strikes on Is-
rael and other Gulf countries
hosting US military bases.
Wang voiced support for
Gulf countries in safeguarding
their sovereignty and national
security, as well as for Iran in

oinhands a

UAE's complaintsabout being
attacked to Tehfan.

During the call, “both sides
emphasisedthe need foranim-
mediate ceasefire and a return
to the political and diplomatic
process,” the Kremlin added.
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demned the killing of Iranian
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as a “cynical”
murder.

St

safeguardingits own legitimate
rights and interests.In a phone
call with France's foreign min-
ister on Monday, Wang called
on Paris to work with China to
promote the easing of tensions,
according to another ministry
statement. Wang on Sunday
called the USand Israeli attacks
and the killing of Khamenei
"unacceptable", and called for
animmediate ceasefire and the
resumption of talks.



Tea exports to West Asia take a hit
as conflict shows signs of escalation

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

With shipping corridors to
West Asian countries af-
fected due to the war, tea
shipments are either
stranded with exporters, at
Indian ports, or, at destina-
tion ports, say exporters.
The escalating conflict
poses significant risks for
India’s tea export sector, gi-
ven that about 45-50% of

&
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UAE and Saudi Arabia have been

on arise in recent years. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Expensive freight

Increased freight charges,
rising insurance premiums
and extended transit times
will significantly raise tran-

saction costs. Trade route
instability — particularly
through key maritime cor-
ridors — may further delay
shipments and strain sup-
ply chains, he said.

While trade tensions
eased with the reduction
of U.S. tariffs, they now
face a new challenge of a



Modi speaks to Saudi Crown
Prince, Jordan, Bahrain Kings

He thanks them for looking after well-being of the Indian community in these countries; calls for

earliest restoration of regional peace and stability; condemns attack on Saudi Arabia and Bahrain

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

gainst the back-

drop of the widen-

ing conflict in West
Asia, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Monday
spoke to the King of Bah-
rain, Hamad Bin Isa Al Kha-
lifa, and the Crown Prince
of Saudi Arabia, Mo-
hammed Bin Salman.

The Prime Minister also
spoke to King Abdullah II
of Jordan and conveyed
deep concern at the evolv-
ing situation in the region.

“I thanked him for look-
ing after the well-being of
the Indian community in
these difficult times,” Mr.
Modi said.

In another post, the
Prime Minister said he had
a “productive telephone
conversation with the King

Smoke billows from Saudi Aramca’s Ras Tanura oil refinery after a reported Iranian drone strike. REUTERS

of Bahrain”. Mr. Modi
thanked = him for" the
“steadfast support extend-
ed to the Indian communi-
tyin Bahrain”.

About his telephonic
conversation with the King
of Jordan, Mr. Modi said in
a post on X: “We reaffirm
our support for peace, se-
curity and the well-being
of the people of Jordan. I
thanked him for taking
care of the Indian com-
munity in Jordan in this dif-
ficult hour."

The conversations came

even as the first Indian ca-
sualty of the U.S.-Israel ver-
sus Iran conflict was con-
firmed by the Indian
Embassy in Oman. The
embassy announced that
an Indian sailor aboard oil
tanker MKD Vyom had

been hit by an explosive-la-
den boat.

CCS meeting

e meeting was attend-
ed by Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh, Home Minister
Amit Shah, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, and
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

Omani officials had an-
nounced on Monday after-
noon that MKD Vyom had



Trump lists war objectives, says Iran

operation to

las

US. President refuses to rule out sending ground troops to Tehran, a sentiment also echoed by Defense Secretary Hegseth;

Pentagon chief says the war is not a democracy-building exercise; Trump says ‘substantially ahead’ of given time projections

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump on
Monday said he is

not ruling out sending U.S.
troops into Iran, while
threatening a new, “big

»

~ -

efense Secretary Pete
Hegseth also signalled on
Monday that deploying
troops inside Iran had not
been ruled out. Asked if

‘- | P

A plume of smoke rises after astrike in Tehran on Monday. AP

there were already boots
on the ground, Mr. Heg-
seth told a news confe-
rence: “No, but we’re not
going to go into the exer-
cise of what we will or will

Iiil Iin

The U.S. President said
that the other goals were
stopping Iran from obtain-
ing a nuclear weapon and
“ensuring the Iranian re-
gime can’t continue to
arm, fund and direct terro-
rist armies outside of their
borders.”

Mr. Trump said that the
United States could sustain
the assault beyond the
month-long time frame he

has iublicli sioken about.

Meanwhile, Mr. Hegseth
sought to differentiate the
Iran operation from past
long-running U.S. wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan, say-
ing the war is not an effort
to build democracy in Iran.



HAD A SUBSTANTIAL FOLLOWING IN THE SUBCONTINENT SINCE 1979
Najaf to Qom: Ayatollah Khamenei,
Iran, and Shia politics in India

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, March 2

ASNEWS of Ayatollah Ali Hos-
seini Khamenei’s Killing
emerged on Sunday, protests
broke out in cities and towns
across the country with a Shia
Muslim presence — from Kash-
mir Valley and Ladakh to Uttar
Pradesh and Karnataka.

For Shias, including those in
India, Khamenei was notjusta
political leader who was the
“Supreme Leader” of Iran, but
also a religious leader. Shia
clericssaid Khamenei's impor-
tance for the community could
be compared to what the Chris-
tians have for the Pope. While a
sizable number of South Asian
Shia Muslims follow Ali al-Hu-
sayni al-Sistani, the dean of the
Hawza in Najaf, Iraq — the ol-
destShiaseminary in the world
— Khamenei also had a sub-
stantial following in the Indian
subcontinent.

When the centre of Shia
Islam was Najaf, political inter-
ventions from the Shia leader-
ship were negligible.

However, all that changed
with the Islamic revolution in
Iran in 1979 and Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini’s ascend-
ence topower. Khomeini popu-
larised this concept of “Vilayat-
e Faqih (Guardianship of the
Islamic Jurist)”, the Shia politi-
cal doctrine that holds that top
religiousscholars should rulein
the absence of the 12th Imam,
whom the Twelver Shias be-
lieve will reappear at the end of
time. Popularised by Khomeini,
the concept forms the basis of
Iran’s Constitution, placing su-
preme political and military
power in the hands of a cleric.

“Since 1979, the project that
the Iranian government em-
barked on.through its em-
bassies was almost missionary
and very proactive ... Ruhollah
Khomeini (the ‘Supreme
Leader’ of Iran till 1989) and his
successor Khamenei have been
looked at as an integral part of
the Shia faith. It has almost al-
ways been religious and not
political. But there also con-
tinue to be Shias in India who
prioritise Najaf, not Qom (one

A poster of Ayatollah Khamenei near the Chhota Imambara in UP’s Lucknow. exress

of Iran’s theological centres),”
said West Asia expert Bashir Ali
Abbas, who is Senior Research
Associate at the Council for
Strategic and Defense Re-
search.

Iran’s project to make itself
more significant among Shia
Muslims yielded dividendsand
now manyamong Indian Shias
look atlIran as an authority on
religion. Iran taking on the
combination of Israel and the
US over Palestine hasalsoled to
it being viewed as a “lone cru-
sader” against western

political power.

Shias havetraditionally not
been very vocal on issues seen
asimportant to the Muslim ma-
jority. During the decades-long
Ram Janmabhoomi dispute in
Ayodhya, the UP Shia Central
Wagf Board claimed ownership
of the Babri Masjid, arguing it
was a Shia Wagqf built by Shia
noble Mir Baqi during Babur’s
reign. The Board also opposed
the Sunni Waqf Board’s claim
over the mosque.

It favoured a peaceful, me-

diated settlement, and

imperial powers, in- even proposed buildinga
creasing its influence mosque at a different lo-
on Muslims across the cation to allow the Ram
world sympathetic to [ J temple to come up at the
the Palestinian cause. site. The Shia-Sunni di-

Shia Muslims, spe- vide is a global phenom-
cificallyin partsof Kashmir,Kar-  enon and is visible in India too,

gil, and Lucknow, hold Khame-
neiin great reverence. The Rizvi
Syeds of Lucknow and the
Awadh region in UP trace their
lineage to Iran. During the 18th
Century, the nawabs of Awadh,
including Asaf-ud-Daula, were
Shia Muslims. Eventoday, Luck-
now has a sizable Shia popula-
tion and most of them are com-
parativelywealthier than Sunni
Muslims, giving them more

with several incidents of
clashes between the commu-
nities havingbeen recorded. In
2005, the All India Shia Per-
sonal Law Board (AISPLB) was
created as Shias felt the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board, dominated by Sunnis,
ignored their concerns.
AISPLB general secretary
Maulana Yasoob Abbas told

TheIndian Express, “Ayatollah

Ali Khamenei has been mar-
tyred. We held protests in Luck-
now last night. Through the
protests, we are sending a
message to countries such as
Bahrain, Yemen, Saudi Arabia,
and others. These are the coun-
tries thathave harmed Iran and
helped America and Israel in
thekilling of Khamenei. We will
continue tosupport the Iranian
people and the state.”

The Shiacommunity, which
constitutes around 15% of the
Muslim population in the
country, has traditionally had
good ties with the establish-
ment, especially the BJP. The
community, which is concen-
trated in Lucknow and some
other cities such as Hyderabad,
Budgam (Kashmir), and Kargil
in Ladakh, enjoyed good rela-
tions with former PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, whowas BJP MP from
Lucknow, and current Lucknow
parliamentarian Rajnath Singh.

BJP leaders in Lucknow
said while Adityanath had al-
most ended the distinction be-
tween Shia and Sunni Muslims
inthe state, asection of the BJP
leadership still favours having
“cordial” relations with the Shia
community.

In Srinagar,
protesters
clashwithcops

Bashaarat Masood
&ArunSharma
Srinagar, Jammu, March 2

PEOPLE PROTESTING the kill-
ing of Iran’s Supreme Leader
AyatollahwAli Khamenei in
strikes by the US:and Israel
clashedwith police in Srinagar
on Monday. The J&K Police
had imposed curbs on civilian
movementamid concerns over
proteststhat started on Sunday.

Several people were injured
as protesters engaged in stone-
throwing, and police fired tear-
gasshellsand atsome places, re-
sorted to lathi-charge. A large
contingentofthe J&K Policeand
paramilitary forces was de-
ployed in Srinagar and other
partsof the Valley, and curbs on
civilian movement were im-
posed. While Lal Chowk was
sealed with tin sheets and spools
of concertina wires, the roads
leadingto the city were blocked.

However, a large number of
men and women from the
Bemina neighbourhood of the
cityon Monday morningtried to
movetowards Lal Chowk. Police
and paramilitary forces tried to
stop the procession near Bata-
maloo, resulting in clashes. As
the protesters threw stonesat the
paramilitary forces, police fired
teargas shells to disperse them.

People from different partsof
north Kashmir tried to move to-
wards Lal Chowk, holding pla-
cards with images of Khamenei
and chanting anti-Israel and
anti-US slogans. They were
stopped near the Shaltengcross-
ing, where the protesters clashed
with police, who resorted to
lathi-charge and teargas to dis-
perse the protesters.

A protester said, “A large
number of people came from
different areas of Pattan and Mir-
gund, and wejoined themat La-
waypora. It was a peaceful pro-
test.” Hewas hit by pellets in the
arm and face. “As we reached
near the (Shalteng) crossing, po-
lice indiscriminately fired tear
smoke shells and pellets.”

Senior police officers were
personally monitoring the situ-
ation at Shalteng. This is for the
first time since the abrogation of
J&K’s special status in 2019 that
the Valley has witnessed a stone-
throwing protest and police fired
teargas shells. Police decided
Sunday evening to impose re-
strictions in the Valley and not
allow any more protests.



Starmer allows U.S. to utilise

UK. bases for strikes on Iran

Agence France-Presse

LONDON/AKROTIRI

The incident comes a
day after British Prime Mi-
nister Keir Starmer said on
Sunday he had agreed to
let the United States use
U.K. bases to fire “defen-
sive” strikes aimed at des-
troying Iranian -missiles
and their launchers.

But in a video address
posted to social media, he

Keir Starmer

The Interior Mlmstri

11 IS Statement on sSun-
day, Mr. Starmer added
“the only way to stop the
threat” from Iran was “to
destroy the missiles at

France, Germany ready

Earlier on Sunday, France,
Germany and the U.K. said
in a joint statement they
were ready to defend their
interests and those of its al-
lies in the Gulf if necessary
by taking “defensive ac-
tion” against Iran.



Russian oil imports
at 44-month low in

January as share of
Gulf countries rises

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan supplies from Russia, India
NEW DELHI either retained supply levels
from the Gulf countries or
has increased them.

However, with Iran hav-
ing closed the crucial Strait
of Hormuz following the
conflict in West Asia, sup-
plies of oil from all of these
countries are at risk.

Multiple events over the
last week could render the

move to reduce Russian
supplies costly for India.

An analysis of the latest
preliminary data from the
Ministry of Commerce and

For context, Russia’s
share was 27.5% two months
earlier, and 33% in May
2025.

While the India has main-
tained that it decides on its
energy sourcing based on
independent strategic and
energy security considera-
tions, the U.S. has repeated-
ly linked the lowering of ta-
riffs on Indian imports and
the potential trade deal with
India’s cutting down of oil
imports from Russia.

Even as it lowered oil




UGC reform debate, faultlines in politics of social justice

ecent debates over proposed changes in
Rregu]ations issued by the University

Grants Commission (UGC) have triggered
wider political discussions on caste privileges,
social discrimination and the idea of social justice
in institutions of higher academics. A section of
upper caste elites has opposed the UGC’s
regulations even as the higher judiciary quickly
put the policy reform in abeyance. Media and
social networks pushed for its annulment, calling
the regulations discriminatory toward the social
elites.

Though initiated by the Union government, the
Bharatiya Janata Party has also hesitated to
defend the UGC rules. This is only logical for the
right-wing party to avoid upsetting its core
political supporters, mainly the social elite. Yet,
such distancing risks alienating Bahujan groups
as they have joined the Hindutva bandwagon
hoping to expand their representation in power
and gain substantive social and class mobility. In
the current debate, though Bahujan groups have
remained fragmented and leaderless in
promoting their interests, they have the potential
to harm the electoral prospects of the right-wing
party.

Inclusive subaltern Hindutva

The rise of Narendra Modi as the dominant leader
in national politics has led to the social character
of the BJP changing considerably. It was
suggested that the BJP shift from its visible
Brahmanical focus to bringing Dalit, Bahujan and
Adivasi (DBA) groups into the party structure.
The BJP’s electoral success as a new ‘Subaltern
Hindutva’ party is overly dependent upon the
support of the DBA groups, while the social elites
have remained its committed support base. The
party’s new social engineering also checkmates
the ‘official’ parties of the Dalit-Bahujan castes,
such as the Bahujan Samaj Party and the
Samajwadi Party in Uttar Pradesh and the
Rashtriya Janata Dal in Bihar. A sizable faction
within the vulnerable castes (especially the lower
Other Backward Classes, or OBCs) have trusted

Harish S.
Wankhede

is senior faculty at the
Centre for Political
Studies at the
Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi

The BJP's
‘inclusive
Hindutva’ faces
challenges as
the proposed
changes in
regulations
issued by the
University
Grants
Commission
spark debate

the BJP more for their welfare, hoping that an
inclusive Hindutva platform would offer them
social dignity and equitable participation in the
power structures.

The shift of certain DBA sections has made the
BJP a formidable force. However, in return for
their support these groups have only received
some tokenistic presence in the power structures.
Their class conditions remain precarious; and
they often face discrimination and violence from
dominant social groups. The lower OBC groups
(mainly the artisanal castes, landless labourers
and lower middle-class sections of the urban
population) have negligible presence in modern
state institutions and the urban market economy.
Further, limited access to quality higher
education keeps their presence in IT-related and
other elite professions minimal.

The OBC question

After the release of the Bihar Caste Survey in
2023, asimilar factsheet showed that almost 40%
of the State’s population is considered Extremely
Backward Castes (EBCs), a majority of whom are
landless or dependent on the rural economy and
an education status that is similar to Dalits and
Adivasis. It was expected that the ruling
establishments, at the State and Centre, would
take cognisance of the grave situation and
formulate policy for their welfare. However, there
was no such initiative.

It appears that the new UGC regulations were
drafted to address the growing problems faced by
OBC candidates in academic institutions. The
Education Ministry faces constant criticism by the
Opposition for failing to meet Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe (SC/ST) and OBC quotas in
central universities and premier institutes such as
the IIMs, IITs, and AIIMS. The parliamentary
report on the recruitment of professors in central
universities has shown that OBCs constitute less
than 3% of central university faculty. Importantly,
they also face overt discrimination in the
recruitment process (by using the ‘not found
suitable’ rubric). Unlike SC/STs, OBC members

have limited institutional support to protect them
from caste-based discrimination on campuses.

In the new UGC regulations, the addition of
OBCs and other vulnerable groups (like the EWS)
alongside SC/STs is an acknowledgment that a
vast section in university campuses survive as
vulnerable social groups under the dominant
presence of the social elites and, therefore, in
need of legal safeguards. The new regulations
appeared to be crucial corrective measures in
making academic institutions more democratic,
inclusive and responsible towards the agenda of
social justice. However, the reforms have stalled
following backlash, leaving the vulnerabilities
that DBA groups face unaddressed.

The BJP’s dilemma

The BJP’s inclusive Hindutva has captivated
sections among the DBA and has presented the
party as a promising representative of Hindu
unity. The UGC debate has challenged this
celebrated idea, revealing that caste-based
divisions occupy social space. The counter
against the new UGC reforms has shown that the
social elites have little concern for the inclusive
welfare of marginalised social groups. As social
justice policies reveal and disturb the control and
hegemony of the traditional ruling elites, such
attempts are targeted as anti-national, harmful to
meritocracy or as an appeasement of identity
politics.

The BJP has failed to convince social elite
opponents about the political necessity of such a
policy framework that would also ameliorate the
deplorable conditions of DBA groups.

The uproar by a section of the social elites has
become effective because of the BJP’s tacit silence
and hesitation to defend the policies of social
justice. Such a nexus between the right-wing
party and conservative social elites may have
relegated the agenda of social justice to the
periphery. But it also ignites a new consciousness
among vulnerable social groups about their
expendability within Hindutva politics, resulting
in their exit from the right-wing party.



