PM launches US firmy’s chip unit in
Gujarat: ‘Part of global supplychain’

Gor: US-India — . -
partnership key
to shared security
and prosperity

Ritu Sharma
Ahmedabad, February 28

PRIME MINISTER Narendra

PM Narendra Modi with US envoy Sergio Gor at Micron Technology’s
semiconductor facility at Sanand in Gujarat, Saturday. x/@UsANDINDIA
PM LAUNCHES HPV VACCINATION DRIVE, PAGE 6

He said India’s message for
globalinvestors wasthat “India




mp unit

known for its software strength,
is now firmly establishing its
identity in the hardware sector
aswell,” he said.

US, hesaid.
Speaking at the event, US
AmbassadortoIndia Sergio Gor,
who was on his first visit to Gu-
jarat aftertakingoverinJanuary
this year, said US-India partner-
shipisseen as crucial for shared
prosperity and security.
“American leadership isn't
about doing it alone, it’s about
working with our partners who
share common goals and our vi-
sion for asecure, prosperous fu-
ture...Icantell everybodyinthis

room that our President has a
dear friendship with your Prime
Minister...,” Gor said.
Goralsohailed “India'sentry
into the global semiconductor
supply chain as a manufactur-
ing nation”, and said it'was just
the beginning. “That is adirect
testament to your Prime Min-
ister's leadership,to his vision
and to hisabilityto secure the fu-
ture for India and for our global
artners.”

The PM alsospoke about the
rise and rise of the Gujarat town,
and said it all started with “aone-
rupee SMS”. He referred to the
text message he had sent to the
late Ratan Tata, invitingthe Tata
Group to open its Nano plant,
which was facing problems in
West Bengal, at Sanand. “Iwrote
swagatam (Welcome),” the PM
said, adding: “Lookwhat a Gujju
can dowith aRelinvestment.”



AAIB releases its initial rey
on crash that killed Ajit

The probe body recommends tighter regulatory oversight of operations at smaller airfields, urgent upgrades to deficient

landing and meteorological infrastructure; and a comprehensive review of the licensing of airstrips, including at Baramati

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Aircraft Acci-
I dent Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) has

released its preliminary re-
port into the crash that
claimed the life of former
Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar and
four others, recommend-
ing tighter regulatory over-
sight of operations at
smaller airfields, including
Baramati; urgent upgrades
to deficient landing and
meteorological infrastruc-
ture; and a comprehensive
review of the licensing of
such airstrips.

The report comes exact-
ly a month after the Learjet
45 aircraft owned by VSR
Ventures Private Limited
crashed at the Baramati
airfield on January 28.
Though both components
of the aircraft’s black box —
the flight data recorder,
and cockpit voice recorder
— sustained heat damage
after the crash, data from
the flight data recorder has
been  successfully re-
trieved, while the cockpit
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The report comes a month after the Learjet 45 aircraft carrying Ajit

Pawar crashed at the Baramati airfield on January 28.

voice recorder data is yet
to be downloaded.

On how the crash oc-
cured, the report said the
pilots were informed by
the air traffic controller
that visibility was 3 km, but
the aircraft continued ap-
proach and then aborted
landing. On its second ap-
proach, the aircraft report-
ed sighting the airfield, and
was given landing
clearance.

“Later the aircraft was
heard transmitting ‘Oh
S**t... Oh S**t..., before it
crash landed on the left
side of the runway,” the re-

port said.
The Baramati airfield
operates under visual

flight rules, the report said.
Such airfields depend pri-
marily on external visual
references, rather than in-
strument guidance, for
take-offs and landings. The

Directorate General of Civil
Aviation’s regulations pre-
scribe aminimum visibility
of 5 km for such opera-
tions. While special dis-
pensation can be sought in
certain cases, the prelimin-
ary report makes no men-
tion of such a request for
this flight.

As per the footage from
CCTVsinstalled in a nearby
village, the aircraft was ob-
served to have banked [tilt-
ed] towards right before
impacting the terrain, the
report said. Thereafter, the
aircraft first hit trees and
then the ground, after
which it was engulfed in
fire.

As reported by The Hin-
du earlier, the AAIB has
said the airfield was being
used primarily for training
by two flying schools,
where chartered flights al-
so operated “regularly”.
The airfield has two tem-
porary air traffic control
towers managed by the
two schools.

The airfield “does not
have any navigational aids
other than wind socks”,
the AAIB’s preliminary re-

port said. But no wind sock
was available on the side
by which the aircraft ap-
proached the runway, it
added.

The airport also does
not have an in-house air-
craft rescue and firefight-
ing unit, which is arranged
for charter flights on an ad
hoc basis.

“The last runway re-car-
peting was carried out in
March 2016 and thereafter
no runway re-carpeting
was carried out which re-
sulted in fading of all the
runway markings and pre-
sence of loose gravels on
the runway surface,” the
report said.

The AAIB has recom-
mended several interim sa-
fety measures for the
DGCA to implement. All
flights landing at airports
that don’t support instru-
ment landing must follow
relevant protocols, it said.

“Itis recommended that
DGCA may take necessary
measures to enhance the
landing aids along with
basic MET (meteorologi-
cal) facility at these air-
ports...,” the report stated.



Canada, India negotiating pact to
double trade by 2030, says Carney

Press Trust of India

MUMBAI

Mr. Carney said while ad-
dressing the Canada-India
Forum here. The Canadian
Prime Minister is on a four-
day visit to India.

“This is an enormofs
opportunity for both our
countries... but it is one
that is about to move to the
next level. We should aim
much higher, and we are
aiming much higher, and
to be more strategic in our
partnership. . And that’s
why, immediately after my
election last year, our go-
vernment set out to renew

our relationship with In-
dia,” he said.

Union Minister of State Jayant Chaudhary with Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney in Mumbai on Friday. PTI

“I invited Prime Minis-
ter Modi to the G7 Summit
inCanada. When he came
a few weeks later, we
agreed to re-engage across
security, energy and tech-
nology. A few months later,
at the G20 Summit in Jo-
hannesburg, Prime Minis-
ter Modi and I launched a
landmark partnership with
Australia on critical miner-
als and technology,” Mr.
Carney said.

ing, for your clean tech,
and for your nuclear indus-

Defence innovation

| |

Mr. Carney asserted. “Ca-
nada is clear-eyed about
the world as it is, and we
are equally determined to
forge a new path in it. We
are a confident and ambi-
tious nation, and that con-
fidence, that ambition,
brings us here to India. To
lay the foundations that
have been laid by tens of
millions of citizens in both
our nations. To work to-
gether to create a more re-
silient, a more prosperous,
and a more just future for
our peoples,” he said.




on Israel, U.S. air bases in West Asia

Associated Press
Reuters
DUBAI

taliated by firing missiles
and drones toward Israel
and U.S. military bases in
the region.

IS This will be proba-
bly your only chance for
generations”. Mr. Netanya-
hu echoed that goal, say-
ing, “Our joint operation
will create the conditions
for the brave Iranian peo-
ple to take their fate into
their own hands”.

could be seen rising from
the capital as part of strikes
that Iranian media said oc-
curred nationwide. Israeli

tacks,
Reuters.
In a video announcing
the “major combat opera-

I Tehran retaliates with drone attacks Many signs indicating Khamenei
‘is no longer’, says Netanyahu
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Smoke billows from a site during air strikes by Israel and the U.S., in Tehran on Saturday. Ani

Ministry said on X.

The Iranian Red Cres-
cent reported on Saturday
evening that at least 201
people were killed and 747
wounded in strikes by the
U.S. and Israel against Iran.

U.S., Israel launch strikes on Iran

Trump urges citizens to seize
control during the escalation

Flights cancelled
or rerouted

NEW DELHI

Large swathes of airspace over
West Asia became a no-go
zone forcing global and Indian
airlines to cancel flights to the
region and reroute several
others on Saturday. India’s
aviation safety regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has issued an
urgent safety advisory valid
until Monday for all airlines to
avoid 11 countries, including
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan and
Lebanon. » PAGE 7

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards radioed ships to
say the Strait of Hormuz, a
strategic waterway, was
shut, according to the EU’s
naval mission.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 6

‘WAR OF SURVIVAL’

» PAGE 12

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGES 3,7 & 13



U. S and Israel launch

The targets included members of Iran’s leader-
ship, according to a U.S. official and another person

Ny
O’.:.‘.

(g»]
2
“ga
t—i-O
< 3
5 &
Z o
58
% o
gm
o =
=)
aQ
o wn
53
0 =
_8(D

o)
e 3

=
=y

=

o

—

o

—

. Rep. Ha-
keem Jefiries, the top House Demaocrat, said that
though Iran is a “bad actor,” the President must
nonetheless “seek authorisation for the pre-emp-
tive use of military force that constitutes an act of
war.” At least 57 people were reportedly killed at a
girls’ school in southern Iran in the Israeli-U.S.
strikes, and dozens-of others were wounded, ac-
cording to Iran’s state-run IRNA news agency.

Shrapnel from an Iranian missile attack on the
capital of the UAE killed one person, state media
said.

Mr. Trump’s statement listed grlevances beyond
the nuclear programme, stretching back to the be-




West Asian airspace closed;
Indian airlines cancel flights

DGCA issues advisory to avoid 11 countries until March 2; airports across India put on operational

alert to manage potential flight diversions, unscheduled landings and passenger facilitation

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

India’s aviation safety
regulator, Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), issued an urgent
safety advisory valid until
March 2 for all airlines to
avoid 11 countries in the re-
gion — Iran, Iraq, Israel,
Jordan, Lebanon, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Bah-
rain, Qatar and Oman. 4

The U.S. and Israel
launched a major attack on
Iran on Saturday, while it
retaliated by firing missiles
and drones toward Israel
and U.S. military bases in
the region.

The Air India Group,
whichaalso includes its low-
cost subsidiary Air India
Express, as well as IndiGo
announced they were can-
celling all their flights to
West Asia until midnight
on March 1.
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the Thiruvananthapuram airport a while later. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Passengers stranded
Major international hub
airports in the region, in-
cluding Dubai and Doha,
were also shut, leaving
thousands of passengers
stranded as flights turned
back mid-air or were can-
celled.

The Air India Group sus-
pended flights to Dam-
mam, Sharjah, Riyadh, Do-

ha, Dubai, Jeddah, Muscat,
Riyadh, Tel Aviv, Sharjah,
Bahrain, and Kuwait City.
Akasa Air said it was sus-
pending all its flights to
Abu Dhabi, Doha and
Jeddah.

Air India’s Delhi-Tel Aviv
flight was forced to turn
back early, while its Chica-
go-Delhi service took a lon-
ger routing to steer even
farther clear of Iranian air-
space, which it had already
been avoiding.

Air India Express, which
operates a large number of
Gulf-bound services, can-
celled around 110 flights to
the region. Five of its air-
craft remain stranded
there, including one de-
ployed on the Sharjah-In-
dore route.

Civil Aviation Minister K.
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Go and touch: An Abu Dhabi-bound Air Arabia flight that took off on Saturday afternoon landed back at

Rammohan Naidu and Ci-
vil Aviation Secretary S.K.
Sinha held a review meet-
ing to assess the impact on
flight operations and pas-
senger security.

Authority of India and priv-
ate airport operators have
been advised to maintain
enhanced coordination
with airlines for ground
handling, parking bays,
passenger amenities, crew
logistics and immigration
support, as necessary,” a
statement said.



Iran condemns ‘barbaric’ attack
on girls’ school, killing at least 85

Foreign Minister Araghchi says he has been in contact with Gulf states and ‘told them that there is no intention to attack

them; ‘If Americans want to talk to us, they know how they can contact me. We are interested in de-escalation; he adds

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

ran’s President Ma-
lsoud Pezeshkian on

Saturday condemned
what he described as a
“barbaric” attack on a
school in the country’s
south, after U.S. and Israeli
strikes on the Islamic repu-
blic.

“The number of mar-

Missile salvo: Smoke rises from a burning building hit by an Iranian
drone strike in Seef district, Manama, Bahrain, on Saturday. REUTERS

tyrs at the girls’ school in
Minab has increased to
85,” the judiciary’s Mizan
Online website quoted the
area’s prosecutor’s office
as saying.

Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said he had been
in contact with Gulf states
and “explained for them
that we have no intention
to attack them but we are

actually attacking the
American bases in the act
of self defence”. He added
that while there was no
communication with
Washington now, “if Amer-
icans want to talk to us.
They know how they can
contact me. We are cer-
tainly  interested in
de-escalation”.

Saudi Arabia “expressed
its strongest condemna-
tion of the blatant and co-
wardly Iranian attacks tar-
geting the Riyadh and
Eastern Province regions,
which were repelled,” the
Foreign Ministry said in a
statement.

A drone struck Kuwait’s
international airport and a
base housing U.S. person-

nel was targeted. Three Ku-
waiti soldiers and 12 other
people were wounded,
authorities said. Falling de-
bris killed a Pakistani civi-
lian in Abu Dhabi, they
added.



elran’s Nuclear Programme: Key Dates

1957: Iran pursues a nuclear
programme for the first time

LATE1980S: During war with
Iraq, Iran decides to develop
nuclear weapons to ensureits
security

1990S Iran pursues agree-
ments with China and Russia
tosupport nuclear research

EARLY 2002: National Coun-
cil of Resistance of Iran ex-
poses existence of two hidden
Iranian nuclear sites

2003: Diplomats launchin-
tensive effort to stopidran's
programme; Iran.agrees to
keep centrifuges only for
energy

2004: |IAEATebukes Iranfor
failing to commit to transpar-
entreporting

2005: IAEAfindsIranin non-
compliance, paving way for
UNSC referral

2006: UNSC adopts Resol-
ution 1696, first legally bind-

ing call for Iran to suspend
uraniumenrichment

2006-201: UNSC adopts
series of resolutions imposing
crippling economic sanctions
onlran

2011-2015: International
sanctions causelran's econ-
omy to contractby 20%; un-
employmentrisesto20%

2013:Hassan Rouhaniwins

presidency on promise to lift
sanctions and restore econ-

omy

2015: Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action spearheaded by
President Obama; UNSC ap-

proves Resolution 2231

2018: First Trump administra-
tion withdraws US from
JCPOA, begins reimposing
sanctions

FEBRUARY 2026: US and
Iranian officials hold
high-stakes nuclear talks in
Geneva; progress reported on
new concession.



EVERY $1JUMP IN OIL PRICES MAY PUSH INDIA’S HEFTY OIL IMPORT BILL BY AROUND $2 BN ANNUALLY

Israel, US strike Iran: Impact on oil,
energy flow via Strait of Hormuz

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 28

WITH ISRAEL and the US
launching military strikes in
Iran on Saturday, and Tehran
reportedly moving to block the
Strait of Hormuz — even as
there has been no formal an-
nouncement — the global oil
market is expected to see sig-
nificant volatility, much of
which will be contingent on
how the conflict shapes up.
On Friday, oil prices hit a
seven-month high as indirect
talks between the US and Iran
dragged on without a break-
through amid growing US mili-
tary presence in the region.
With Saturday morning’s
strikes across Iran marking a
major escalation in the conflict,
the war premium in oil prices
could jump when markets
open after the weekend break.
From softening in the event
of a US-Iran deal to reaching
triple digits in the worst-case
scenario of a regional conflict
and oil flow disruption, no-
thing seems off the table when
it comes to oil prices in the cur-
rent circumstances.

BRI And on late
Saturday evening, the fears
came true. Iran reportedly
blocked the Strait of Hormuz
— anarrow but vital waterway
thatisa critical chokepoint for !
global oil and gas flows.

The global oil market is
well-supplied with enoughsur-
plus, which emboldened the
Trump administration asit evi-
dently expectsiminimal impact
of strikes on Iran on oil prices.

i wever, could
i of an

ockade of
i the con-

Tehran refused to die down
and the risk of possible US
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Oilflowsviathestrait

While some pipelines exist in
the gulf states to bypass the
waterway, thelr capacity is re-

stricted. Even at full utilisation,

9 million barrels per day
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(bpd)—9% of global demand—
would remain structurally at
rigk during a major escalation,
according to industry experts.
As per tanker data, over 40%

of crude oil imported by India
transits the Strait of Hormuz.

The importance of the choke-
point for India’s energy su
an cannot -

stated as the country is the

and again, threatened a block-
ade of the Strait and strikes
against tankers transiting it.
There is also the lurking threat
of strikes by Iran’s proxies in
Yemen against tankers transit-
ing the Bab el-Mandeb,
another important maritime
chokepoint that connects the
Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden
and the Arabian Sea. It is a
critical artery for global energy
flows transiting the Suez Canal.

What happens after
theblockade

Analysts believe a full

blockade would be politically
self-destructive for Tehran as
the move could alienate key
allies like China, which is the
destination for most of Iran’s
own oil. A blockade would also
infringe upon Oman’s terri-
torial waters, souring relations
with a neighbour that serves
as a vital back-channel for di-
plomacy with the US.

The USis interpreting pre-
vious confrontations — where
military actions did not cause
oil prices to spike — to rein-
force its current assumptions
that a conflict with Iran will be
similarly low-risk.

Such views are also based
on the US’s own high oil pro-
duction levels and Washing-
ton’s belief that West Asian
heavyweights like Saudi Arabia
— the world’s largest oil ex-
porter — can quickly recover
from any disruption to keep
the global oil market well-sup-
plied, according to experts.

“But I worry Washington is
lulling itself into a false sense
of security. The risk is that US
officials might misread
Tehran’s risk tolerance to re-
spond far more forcefully to
any American attack than it
did in the past. If the Islamic
Republic feels its survival is at
stake, the regional energy in-
dustry could become a target.
By interpreting past confron-
tations in ways that reinforce
their own current assump-
tions, US officials risk missing
important alternative scen-
arios,” Bloomberg Opinion col-
umnist Javier Blas wrote in a
column on the issue.

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Pak. fighter jet down amid
cross-border strikes: Kabul

Agence France-Presse
KABUL

Pakistan launched air

strikes in several cities and
provinces on Friday in-
cluding the capital Kabul
and Kandahar, where Af-
ghan Taliban Supreme
Leader  Hibatullah Ak-
hundzada is based, in a
flare-up of cross-border
fighting.
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A Taliban fighter operates a
rocket launcher near the
Torkham border. AFp

The pilot was “captured
alive”, said Jalalabad’s pol-
ice spokesperson Tayeb
Hammad and the military
spokesperson in eastern
Afghanistan, Wahidullah
Mohammadi.

The Defence Ministry in
Kabul has also said it car-
ried out air strikes on Pa-
kistani territory over the
past two days, which ob-
servers said could have
been drones.
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@ﬁ, Pakistan
a s said that about
1 Taliban person-
and their allied terro-

t groups have been
killed so far as the opera-
tion against them was go-
ing on, it emerged on
Saturday.

Pakistan Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar
providing an early update
about the losses of the Af-
ghan Taliban said that so
far 331 Taliban personnel
have been killed and
another 500 injured.

He said Pakistan forces
completely destroyed 104
military posts, while they
captured another 22 bor-
der posts during Operation
Ghazab lil-Ha. Mr. Tarar
said that 163 tanks, ar-
moured vehicles have been
destroyed, adding that Pa-
kistan also hit 37 locations
in the air strikes.



