Permanent commission, pensionary
benefits for eligible womenofficers: SC

Ananthakrishnan G
&VineetBhalla
New Delhi, March 24

A bench led by CJI Surya
Kant and comprising Justices
Ujjal Bhuyan and N K Singh, in
three separate but related judg-
ments, also highlighted “sys-
temic” flaws and structural bias
in how Short Service Commis-
sion Women Officers were
evaluated for permanent com-
mission across the Army, Nar

Defence vs Babita Puniya’ and
‘Union of India vs Annie q
raja’ cases, which mandated
that women be considered for
PC on par with men. However,
when the military subsequently
convened selection boards to
implement these rulings, many
women were rejected, due to
which they moved courts to
challenge the fairness of the
evaluation process itself.

The three verdicts Tuesday
are the culmination of pro-
tracted legal battles across
multiple courts for the officers of
each force!
thewomen officers

ase, after the top court’s Babita
Puniya mling opened the doors
forwomen, the appellants were
evaluated by regular selection
boards but rejected on com-
parative merit; AFT dismissed
their challenge in 2024, promp-
tingtheirappeal tothetop court.

The Na!z officers’legaljour-

The apex courtsaid the Navy failed to disclose its evaluation criteria
aﬂd}cancy calculations to the officers. express FiLE

ney was perhaps the most ardu-
ous: Following the court’s Annie
Nagaraja ruling, they were re-
jected by a December 2020 se-
lection board. Their subsequent
challenge wasremanded by the
apex court in 2022 because the
Navy had submitted evaluation
criteria to the AFT in a “sealed
cover”. When the AFT subse-
quently ordered yet another
fresh selection board, the fe-
male officers approached the
Supreme Court seeking finality.

Acrossallthree cases, the pri-
mary similarity that emerged is
themilitary’sreliance on Annual

Confidential Reports (ACRs) —
yearly performance evaluations
— to determine an officer’s
merit for PC. The Supreme Court
noted that these ACRs were
written years ago, during a time
when government policy ex-
plicitly barred women from re-
ceiving a permanent commis-
sion. Because assessing officers
knew these women would only
serve a limited tenure, they
graded them casually, reserving
the highest marks for male of-
ficers whose long-term career
progression depended on them.

The bench noted that “the

cumulative consequence was a
systemic pattern in which
women officers... consistently
received lower gradings, not
due to lack of merit, but due to
the absence of any perceived ca-
reer horizon”. While the flawed
ACRs were a common thread,
the court also addressed spe-
cific arbitrary practices unique
to each branch of the military.
Female Army officers ar-
gued they were systematically
denied “criteria appointments”
— roles involving higher com-
mand responsibilities—and ca-
reer-enhancing courses, which
negatively impacted their over-
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What will be the fallout of
West Asia war on economy,
Opposition asks government

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Mr. Jindal said that in its
11 years of rule, the NDA
government encountered
numerous problems - CO-
VID, geopolitical tensions,
war - but faced every crisis
boldly to bounce back on
the path of progress.
Congress MP Deepen-
Manish Tewari der Singh Hooda targeted
the Modi government over
the falling value of the In-
dian rupee [presently at
393] against the U.S. dollar.
He said that when interna-
tional crude prices were
$147 per barrel in 2009, the
rupee was still at 48

e ruling BJP, on the
other hand, said the Oppo-
sition was criticising the
government without facts
or substance.

Mr. Tewari asked the
government.

BJP MP Navin Jindal ac-
cused the Opposition of
criticising the government

He said there hasbeena  without any “facts or sub-
massive fall in the rupee, =
with no steps taken to
check its drop. There has
been an exodus of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI)
and Foreign Portfolio In-
vestment (FPI) from the
country, and the economy
is not kicking off, he said.
“What will be the burden

The JD(U) MP from Bi-
har, Ramprit Mandal,
sought special steps for the
State’s industrialisation.




PM flays attack on ships,
backs peace in West Asia

India’s goal is to restore peace in the region through dialogue and diplomacy, says Modi; Congress

leader Kharge says PM’s statement comes too late and raises more questions than it answers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

day ahead of the

all-party meeting to

discuss the war in
West Asia and its impact on
India, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi told the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday that the
country’s goal was to res-
tore peace in the region
through dialogue and di-
plomacy.

The Opposition, dissa-
tisfied over the decision by
Chairman C.P. Radhakrish-
nan not to allow any clarifi-
cations after Mr. Modi’s
statement, said the state-
ment was “an exercise in
obfuscation”. “Mr. Modi’s
statement comes too. late
and raises more questions
than it answers,” Leader o
the Oppositionin the Rajya
Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge
said in a statement.

Mr. Modi said the situa-
tion had created a severe
energy crisis across the
world. “For India too, this
situation is worrisome.
Our trade routes are being

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks in the Rajya Sabha on the
West Asia conflict on Tuesday. ANI

Mr. Modi said the coun-
try was in touch with Iran,
Israel, and the U.S. “Our
goal is to restore peace in
the region through dia-
logue and diplomacy. We
have spoken with them
about de-escalation and re-
opening of the Strait of

He said the government
was working to ensure that
farmers received adequate
fertilizers in the coming
sowing season.

The Prime Minister said
the current crisis had sha-
ken the global economy.

“Continuous efforts are be-
ing made to ensure that In-
dia suffers the least possi-
ble impact. The
fundamentals of our eco-
nomy are strong, and the
government is closely
monitoring the rapidly
changing situation. The go-
vernment is working with a
strategy to address short-
term, medium-term, and
long-term impacts,” he
said.

Soon after Mr. Modi’s
speech, Opposition mem-
bers sought clarifications.
However, Mr. Radhakrish-
nan gave ruling that the
statement is on interna-
tional diplomatic relations,
and urged members to un-
derstand the gravity of the
situation. “The Prime Mi-
nister has now likened the
situation to being ‘COVID-
like’. The nation cannot
forget the tragic suffering
during the pandemic,
when over 40 lakh lives
were lost and countless ci-
tizens were left struggling
for basic necessities like ox-
ygen,” Mr. Kharge said.




SC status only for Hindus,
Buddhists, Sikhs: top court

Conversion to any other religion will lead to complete loss of Scheduled Caste status, regardless of

birth, says Supreme Court Bench as it invokes Clause 3 of Constitution (Seheduled Castes) Order

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

A Bench of Justices
Prashant Kumar Mishra
and Manmohan invoked
Clause 3 of the Constitu-
tion (Scheduled Castes) Or-
der, 1950, which mandates
that “no person who pro-
fesses a.religion different

|dentity question

The top court said that a person professing a religion other than
those mentioned in Clause 3 cannot be part'of a scheduled caste

= Clause 3 of the
Constitution (Scheduled

= The Sikh religion was added to
the ambit of Clause 3 in 1956

Castes) Order, 1950,
mandates that ‘no
person who professes
a religion different

m The provision was further
amended in 1990 to include
persons professing Buddhism

from Hinduism shall be
deemed to be a member
_ ofaScheduled Caste’

from Hinduism shall be
deemed to be a member of
a Scheduled Caste”. The
Sikh religion was added to
the ambit of Clause 3 in
1956. The provision was
further amended in 1990
to include persons profess-
ing Buddhism.

“This bar under Clause

= The top court observed that the

bar in Clause 3 is ‘categorical
and absolute’

3 of the Constitution (Sche-
duled Castes) Order, 1950
is categorical and abso-
lute,” Justice Mishra, who
authored the judgment, in-
terpreted the 1950 Order.
The court was hearing
an appeal filed by Chintha-
da Anand, who was born a
Hindu-Madiga (Scheduled

Caste) but converted to
Christianity to become a
pastor.

Mr. Anand had filed a
case under the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act of 1989 after
he alleged that he had suf-
fered repeated attacks and
caste slurs.

The Andhra Pradesh
High Court, in a decision in
April last year, quashed the
criminal proceedings on
the ground that Mr. Anand
could no longer claim pro-
tection under the 1989 Act
as he professed Christiani-
ty and had been a pastor
for about a decade. The
High Court was of the view
that the caste system was
not recognised in
Christianity.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



Long delays, burdened courts: We need a
national mission for negotiated justice

CRAJKUMAR

NHIS seminal work On Crimesand
Punishment, the Italian criminol-
ogist Cesare Beccaria wrote, “Crimes
are more effectually prevented by
the certainty than the severity of
punishment... The certainty of a small
punishment will be more impressive than
the fear of a more terrible one, but moder-
ated by the hope of impunity.” His perspec-
tives on criminaljustice remain important
to this day. The efficacy of justice systems
is notonly dependent on punishment, but
also on certainty, predictability, and quick
resolution of disputes.
More than 5 crore cases are still open
in Indian courts, the Centre told Parlia-
ment last year. About 4.76 crore are pend-
ing in district and suﬂnam_:nms
over 63 lakh in hi
92,000 i

where the common person
st directly with the justice
system. The backlog reached record levels
during the pandemic and has continued
to rise despite reforms, such as the e-
Courts project, launched to expand and
digitise the judicial system, as well as in-
stitutional initiatives like fast-track courts
and Lok Adalats.
We need to recognise that thisis notan
administrative issue, but astructural one.
For victims, long legal battles can mean
asecond trauma. For pre-trial detainees,
delayed trials mean years of imprisonment
before they are found guilty or acquitted.
For individuals involved in civil disputes,
such as property or divorce cases, pro=
tracted legal battles can‘result in substan-
tial financial losses.

* PLEABARGAINING & PENDENCY - COMPARING INDIA & THEWORLD

JURISDICTION [ PLEA USAGE (%) [ TRIALSHARE DISPOSAL SPEED PENDENCY I’HACT’ )
India -01% -99% Years (3-10+) Severe backlog( 85-m%+)
United States 90-95% 2-5% Weeks-months Managed caseload
United Kingdom [ ~10%+ Low Early-stage disposal Conuolled bev
China ‘ High (majority cases) . Low Weeks-months Reduced pvessure
Italy | 20-30% | Moderate Reduced trial time Moderate relief
Germany 15-25% Moderate Shorter trials Measurable relief
France 15-20% | Moderate | Faster m'm:a disposal ' J Partial relief

legal system appear weaker to citizens.
This, in turn, creates a crisis of legitimacy.

Pleabargaining is arelatively new con-
cept in India’s formal criminal justice sys-
tem. People traditionally thought that ne-
gotiated settlements were less fair or left
room for extortion. The 2005 amendment
to the Code of Criminal Procedure formally
introduced plea bargaining into the Indian
criminal justice system. It allowed the ac
cused to take responsibility for the crime
ontheir own terms, usually by agreeing to
adeal that includes lower charges ora
lighter sentence. When practised in a way
that is fair and legal, this can'serve the in-
terests of both the state and the accused by
allowing the case toproceed more quickly
and efﬁcnenﬂy

the core of the justice system in

several eountries, with the understanding
thatit does not diminish the equity of the
justice system. India needs to draw from
these global experiences and make them
work in our own constitutional and insti-
tutional setting.

The country should consider incorporat-

Two, the outcome of a trial can be
highly uncertain, costly, and time-con-
suming. Plea-bargaining presents an
alternative toboth parties toarriveata mu-
tual agreement.

Three, negotiated settlements enable
the police, prosecutors, and courtsto carry
out their jobs effectively. It allows them to
devote their time and resources to compli-
cated and serious crimes.

Four, victims are happier to settle their
cases by plea-bargaining than through a

long legal battle. Crimes often

US, England, Canadaand Austra- Peopl disrupt people’s lives. Victims
'Hl.shuwr.hatnegoﬂmddlspu eneedtobeawareofht_)w would prefer that cases be re-
resolutionmechanismsaresome  thelaw maybeusedfortheir  solved quickly with the confes-
of the best ways to deal with large benefit. Litigants need to sion of the guilty.
volume of cases. In fact, more ynderstand that entering aplea Five, effective pleabargaining
than 90 per centof criminal cases 8ap makes the justice system work
inthe US are settled through plea bargainis notan a(_imlsswn of better as awhole.
deals instead of full trials. defeat nor an unfair deal buta Inarecentspeech, the Attorney
Plea-bargaining comprises wise tactical decision General for India, R Venkatara-

mani, observed, “There is a new

need foranational protocol for plea bargain-
ing.swhich can, in a very healthy way, ad-
vise, guide and counsel practitioners as well
asvictims...sothat the protocol can workin

Prosecutors must be trained, and insti-
tutional readiness must be ensured. Pros-
ecutors need to be able to negotiate fair
and open plea deals that protect the pub-
lic’s interests while ensuring that cases are
settled in a reasonable timeframe.

The way lawyers are paid should be re-
formed. Prosecutors and defence lawyers
must have a professional interest in reach-
ing a settlement through negotiations.

Judges should encourage early settle-
ment methods. Courts can exercise judi-
cial discretion indeciding which cases are
appropriate for plea-bargaining and can
encourage the setting up of structured ne-
gotiations before the trials start.

People need to be aware of how the law
may be used for their benefit. Litigants
need to understand that entering a plea
bargain is not an admission of defeat nor

It’s been almost 300 years since
Beccaria made the compelling case that
justice systems work best when results are
certain, timely and predictable. Plea
bargaining gives India a way to do just
that, and it is finally time to let it reach its
full potential.

The writer is founding vice-chancellor,
OP Jindal Global University



Govt: No permission,
payment needed for
vessels to cross Strait

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, March 24

There has been consider-
able speculation that for ships
to transit the fraught waters of
the Strait of Hormuz they are
being required to seek spécific
permissions from Tehran.

Thereis freedom for navigation
through the Strait. Since the
Strait is narrow, only the entry
and exit lanes are demarked
which need to be followed by
shipping lines... it is the deci-
sion of the charterer and ship-
ping company when to sail or
when not to sail,” Shipping
Ministry Special Secretary Ra-
jesh Kumar Sinha said, adding
that no feesis being paid for the
assage of the shi

STRATTS

Two India-flagged LPG tankers,
Pine Gas and Jag Vasant,
crossed the war-hit Strait

of Hormuz on Monday, and are
on their way to India. pri




INTERESTS, OBJECTIVES CONVERGE ON MOST FUNDAMENTAL ISSUES: COLBY

Trump dials Modi, both say
keeping Hormuz open vital

India supports
de-escalation,
restoration of
peaceat the
earliest: PM

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, March 24

A DAY after he paused for five
days histhreat of striking Iran’s
energy sites and announced
initiation of talks behind the
scenes with Tehran, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump called up
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Tuesday and discussed the
situation in West Asia “includ-
ing the importance of keeping
the Strait of Hormuz open”.

This was their first phone
conversation since the start of
the war on February 28 when
the US and Israel launched at-
tacks on Iran.

Modi, in a post on X, said,
“Received a call from President
Trump and had a useful ex-
change of views on the situation
in West Asia. Indiasupports de-
escalation andrestoration of
peace atthe earliest. Ensuring
that the Strait of Hormuz re-
mainsopen, secure and access-
ible is essential for the whole
world. We agreed to stay in
touchregardingefforts towards

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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An Indian Navy warship escorts two Indian-flagged LPG vessels, Jag
Vasant and Pine Gas, which transited through the Strait of Hormuz. p1i

War-hitsrice bowl: MP’s

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, March 24

WHEN THERE was nowar, the
rice mills of Madhya Pradesh’s
Raisen district would hum
through the night in March.
The Pusa basmati, long-
grained, fragrant, destined for
thedinner tables of Tehran and
Riyadh, would tumble through
milling machinesin the indus-
trial clusters of Mandideep, Sat-
lapur and Obedullaganj, get-
ting sorted into cream and

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Business as Usual

ByEP UNNY

s A suitably silent comment
On 0w stYBLEAK silence.

UStodeploy
eliteairborne
troops, Pak PM
saysreadyto

host Irantalks

Ariba Shahid, Rami Ayyub
& Alexander Cornwell
Islamabad, Jerusalem,
March 24

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Happening
today

e The Government has called an
all-party meet onthe West Asia
crisis. Defence Minister Rajnath
Singhis likely to chair t.



US airborne troops

In a post on X, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharifsaid Pakis-
tan welcomed and fully sup-
ported ongoing efforts to
pursue dialogue to end the war.

On the ground, there
were no signs of conflict
abating in the Gulf or Leba-
non, where Israel is carrying
out a parallel operation
against the militant group
Hezbollah, which has fired at
Israel in support of its patron
Iran.

AnIranian missile wasin-
tercepted overLebanese air-
space for thefirst time Tues-
day, three'senior Lebanese
security'sources said.

Airstrikes hit a head-
quarters of Iraq’s umbrella
group for Iran-backed Shi’ite
militias and a residence be-
longingtoitsleader Tuesday,
killing at least 15 fighters in
an escalation of US-Israeli
strikes on one of Tehran’s

Three senior Israeli officials,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said Trump-appeared
determined to makea deal, al-
though they viewed it as un-
likely that Iran'would agree to
US demands. They said these
were likely to include curbs on
Iran’s nuclear programme and
ballistieweapons development.

Three senior sources in
Tehran said Iran’s negotiating
stance had only hardened since
the start of the war, under the
growing influence of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps, and that it would de-
mand significant concessions
from the US.

Iranian missiles triggered
air raid sirensin Tel Aviv. There
were no reported deaths.

Israel’s military said its
fighter jets had carried out a
wave of strikes in central
Tehran Monday, targeting
command centresincluding fa-
cilities associated with the
IRGC’sintelligence arm and the
Intelligence Ministry. It said it
had hit more than 50 other tar-
gets overnight, including bal-
listic missile storage and
launch sites. - REUTERS



India, US. needn't agree on all issues
to work together: Pentagon official

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and the U.S. desire an
Indo-Pacific in which no
one power can dominate, a
senior Pentagon official,
who did not make any refe-
rence to the Quad while
detailing the Trump admi-
nistration’s policy for the
region, said on Tuesday.
The official, U.S. Assis-
tant Secretary in the De-
partment of War (formerly
Department of Defense) El-
bridge Colby, is visiting
Delhi amidst the war in
West Asia, and spoke a day
ahead of his talks with Mi-
nistry of Defence officials
in the Defence Policy
Group on Wednesday.
While his speech praised
India as an  “essential
partner” in the region, he

Elbridge Colby

said both countries had dif-
ferencesbut did not need
to agree on everything to
“cooperate effectively”.
“America’s objective is
to build a partnership bet-
ween two great republics
that will form critical pil-
lars of maintaining a fa-
vourable and stable ba-
lance of power in this
critical region,” Mr. Colby
told an audience of diplo-

mats and foreign_policy
thinkers in< Delhi. “A
strong, confident India is
not only good for the In-
dian people. It is good for
Americans as'well.”

Strategic position

Mr. Colby added that In-
dia’s importance in the In-
do-Pacific region stems
from its size and economic
potential, and also from its
geography and strategic
position. “India possesses
a long tradition of strategic
autonomy and a growing
capacity to shape events
well beyond its borders. It
is the largest republic in
the world. Its success thus
carries profound symbolic
and political weight. It has
formidable, self-reliant and
capable military forces,”
he said.

Mr. Colby’s comments
come close on the heels of
a controversial speech by
U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State Christopher Landau
earlier this month, where
he had said the U.S. would
not support India’s eco-
nomic rise as it did with
China in the 2000s.

While Mr. Colby’s re-
marks may be an attempt
at damage control, he is ex-
pected to face some diffi-
cult questions on U.S. stra-
tegy during his meetings in
Delhi, as the visit comes
three weeks into the U.S.-
Israel war with Iran, and
the resultant energy and
fertilizer shortages in In-
dia. In addition, reports
that the U.S. and Iran could
use Pakistan as a mediator
or as a venue for talks have
been a cause for concern.




Iran, Israel trade strikes despite
Trump’s claims of negotiations

Israel carries out a ‘large wave’ of air strikes across Iran’s territory, hitting what it calls military ‘production sites’ and energy

infrastructure; Iranian missiles and drones strike Tel Aviv, wounding four; Tehranreports more than 1,500 dead in the war

Associated Press
DUBAIL

With thousands more
U.S. Marines on their way
to the Gulf, both sides fir-
ing barrages and Iran deny-
ing any negotiations are
taking place, the war’s
tempo remained high a
day after Mr. Trump de-
layed his self-imposed dea-

Retaliatory strike: Israeliemergency service personnel gather at
the siteof.an Iranianmissile strike in Tel Aviv on Tuesday. AFP

dline for Iran to reopen the

Israel’s army on Tues-
day said it had conducted a
“large wave” of air strikes
across several areas of
Iran, which had earlier
launched a “direct hit” on
a building in an upscale
area of Tel Aviv. It added
that it carried out an exten-
sive series of strikes on Ira-
nian “production sites,”
without providing more in-
formation.

Iranian media reported
that Israeli-U.S. strikes tar-

[anWereNtargeted;” the

Fars news agency said. It
added that an attack also
targeted the gas pipeline of
the Khorramshahr plant.
Iran’s death toll has sur-
passed 1,500, its Health Mi-
nistry has said.

Iran also fired multiple
waves of missiles at Israel.
In Tel Aviv, a missile with a
100 kg warhead slammed
into the city centre, blow-
ing out windows of an
apartment building. Four
persons suffered minor
wounds, rescue service
workers said. Late on Tues-
day, Israeli emergency ser-
vices said a woman was
killed in the north of the
country following rocket
fire from Lebanon.




Stanly Johny

Mohammad Bager Zol-
gadr, a veteran comman-
der of the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps
(IRGC), has been appoint-
ed as the new Secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council.

Mr. Zolgadr, who cur-
rently serves as the secre-
tary of Expediency Dis-
cernment Council, an
advisory body to the Su-
preme Leader, replaces Ali
Larijani, who was assassi-
nated by an Israeli strike
on March 17.

“Zolgadr has been ap-
pointed to the top security
chair by a direct presiden-
tial decree and with the en-
dorsement of Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Mojtaba Kha-
menei,” state-run Press TV
reported.

Mohammad Bager Zolgadr

He previously served as
deputy chief of the General
Staff of the Armed Forces
for Basij, a paramilitary or-
ganisation, and held senior
positions in the judiciary.

Larijani, one of the most
influential non-clerical pol-
iticlans in Iran, had
emerged as the face of the
country’s defiance after
the U.S. and Israel started a
war on Iran on February
28, assassinating Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei.

Mr. Zolgadr, who fought
the 1980-88 war against
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq,
headed the IRGC Joint Staff
for eight years during the
presidency of Akbar Hash-
emi Rafsanjani.

In 2005, after Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad became Pre-
sident, Mr. Zolgadr was
named Deputy Interior Mi-
nister for security and pol-
ice. He became an adviser
to Chief Justice Sadeq Lari-
jani in 2010, and appointed
the deputy Judiciary chief
for strategic affairs on 14
May 2012. He became the
Secretary of the powerful
Expediency Council in
2023, when Ebrahim Raisi
was the President.

As the secretary of the
Security Council, Mr. Zol-
gadr will play a key role in
decision making at a time
when Iran is at war against
the U.S. and Israel.



NASA tospend $20bn
on moon base, cancel
orbiting lunar station

Reuters
Washington, March 24

Isaacman, who was sworn
in at the agency in December,
made the announcement at
the opening of a day-long event
at NASA’s Washington head-
quarters at which he outlined a
raft of changes he ismaking to
the agency’s flagship moon
program Artemis.

“It should not really sur-
prise an at we are paus-
ing Gateway in its current form
a sing on infrastructure
th pports sustained oper-
ations on the lunar surface,”
Isaacman told delegates at the
event.

The Lunar Gateway station,
largely already built with con-
tractors Northrop Grumman
and Lanteris Space Systems,
owned by Intuitive Machines,
was meant to beaspace station
parked in alunar orbit. Repur-
posing the craft foralunar sur-

It should not

really surprise
anyone that we are
pausing Gateway in
its current form and
focusingon
infrastructure that
supports sustained
operations onthe
lunar surface”

JARED ISAACMAN
NASA CHIEF

face base is not

“Despite some of the very
real hardware and schedule
challenges, we can repurpose
equipment and international
partner commitments to sup-
portsurface and other program
objectives,” Isaacman said.



STRIKES, DEMOLITIONS EXPAND AMID HEZBOLLAH CLASHES

Isracl’s military to occupy swathe of
southern Lebanon: Defence Minister

Trump’s Iran deadline

& Farnaz Fassihi
March24

Tel Aviv, Beirut, March 24

At a meeting with the mili-
tary chief of staff, Katz said Is-
raeli forces would “control the
remaining bridges and the se-
curity zone up to the Litani,” a

Israeli soldiers stand beside military vehicles near the Israeli side of borderwith Lebanon, Tuesday. reuters
Iranian officials publicly de-
nied that any negotiations

would lose territory if it failed

Sayslandupto

Litani river willbe was almost up then
inIsrael control for )

‘defensive buffer’ hefound an Offramp
Reuters TylerPager, David ESanger  period,” Trump told reporters

on Monday about his pause on
hitting Iranian power plants,
targets that are forbidden
under most circumstances
under the Geneva Conven-
tions. “We’ll see how that goes,
and if it goes well, we're going
to end up with settling this.
Otherwise, we’ll just keep
bombing our little hearts out.”
Even as Trump retreated
from one military option, US
and Israeli officials said they
were continuing to carry out
other strikes against Iran and

river that meets the Mediterra-  to disarm Hezbollah, the mili- ¢ Thelsraeli lncursion Into South Lebanon about terms to end the more American military
nean about 30 km north of Is-  tant group backed by Tehran war were underway, and assets were headed to
rael'sborder. thatdrew Lebanonintothe US- N American officials said E the region.
IsraeliwaronIranwhenitfired ~ SinceMarch13, the LEBANON the contacts were in a [ ] Officials said Trump
i Israeli military has very early stage and not was still weighing more
destroyed five substantive. aggressive operations,
bridges &ramped Israel has ordered all residents But Trump used the open-  includingone to seize KhargIs-
up demolitions near south of the Litani River to ingofevenanearlydialogueas  land,Iran’smainoil exporthub,
Lebanese border evacuate, viewing the areaas an offramp from the threathe  and another to send ground
aHezbollah stronghold issued SaturdaytoattackIran’s  forcesintoIrantosecure highly
Hassan Fadlallah said any Israeli power plants in retribution for ~ enriched uranium.
occupation south of the Litani \*—,.—-, il % the closure of the Strait of Hor- Trump provided few details
would be met with resistance. LEBANON r ¥ dhacint ot muz. Iranhad vowed nottoca-  of the conversations with Iran
Katz had said there could be MAP Litani river r pitulate, and the48-hourdead-  beyond saying Jared Kushner,
no homes orresidents in areas AREA line Trump had set wouldhave  his son-in-law, and Steve Wit-
of southern Lebanon where i koff, hisspecial envoy, werelead-
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