IAF showcases combat prowess at
Exercise Vavu Shakti in Pokhran

Event presents
glimpses into
Operation
Sindoor missions

Press Trust of India
Jaisalmer, February 27

THEINDIAN Air Force demon-
strated its combat prowess and
firepower capabilities, and
presented glimpses of missions
undertaken during Operation
Sindoor through simulated
strikes at Rajasthan’s Pokhran
Field Firing Range under Exer-
SIS in the pres-

ence of President Droupadi

also attended by Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, Rajasthan
Governor Haribhau Bagade
and Union Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, among
others . IAF chief, Air Chief
Marshal A P Singh, senior offi-
cials of the force and others
were also present.

A presentation on Oper-
ation Sindoor was made at the
beginning of the exercise; fol-
lowed by adetailed display of
day targetlayouts spread across
athree-kilometrearea.

President Droupadi Murmu
stands beside ‘Prachand’, a
Light Combat Helicopter,
before undertaking a sortie as
co-pilot at Air Force Stationin
Jaisalmer on Friday. She later
attended Exercise Vayu Shakti
atPokhran; (right) an IAF
aircraft during the exercise.

The'simulated targets in-
cluded an enemy runway, a pe-
troleum  storage facility,
bunkers, radar sites, tank and
armoured convoys, a com-
munication centre, a terror
camp; ammunition storage, a
hangar and a command-and-
control centre.

Fighter jets and attack heli-
copters carried out synchro-
nised operations, displaying
strategy formulation, target
identification and calibrated

destruction. The IAF show-
cased a calibrated response for
controlled escalation and preci-
sion strikes as part of the simu-
lated mission.

The demonstration also fea-
tured decoy operations and loi-
tering missions akin to those
undertaken during Operation
Sindoor. A radar cluster was
neutralised inasimulated strike

to “blind” enemy surveillance
systems. An AKASH surface-to-
airmissile was also fired as part
ofthe demonstration.

The demonstration culmi-
nated in a spectacular drone
show.

Earlier in the day, President
Murmu, clad in an olive green
uniform and helmet, under-
took a 25-minute sortie as a co-

ABHINAV SAHA

pilotintheindigenously devel-
oped Light Combat Helicopter
'Prachand' from the Jaisalmer
Air Force Station.



Navyv boosts anti-submarine

capability

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a move to sharpen its an-
ti-submarine warfare capa-

It was commissioned by
the Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Dinesh K. Tri-
pathi. Senior naval officials
were present.

and will mainly address
the challenges of the litto-
ral combat environment.
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IHII

agemensystem. It is engl

neered for agility, preci-
sion and combat
effectiveness,” Admiral Tri-

with INS Anjadip

- " .
INS Anjadip being commlssmned by Admiral Dmesh K. Trlpathl at
the Chennai Port on Friday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ

pathi said at the commis-
sioning ceremony. “The
ship and her systems dis-
tinctly reflect the growing
strength of India’s indige-
nous design and industrial
ecosystem. Aatmanirbhar-
ta, today, is moving
beyond Make in India to
Trust in India,” he added.




Kejriwal, 22 others walk
free in excise policy case

Court orders inquiry into ‘erring investigating officer’ for framing accused in absence of material
evidence; it says probe was a ‘premeditated, choreographed’ exercise; CBI to appeal in High Court

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Closing the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation’s law-
suit, Special Judge Jitendra
Singh of the Rouse Avenue
Courtobserved that the
case relied on hearsay evi-
dence, had major procedu-
ral lapses, and violated

Arvind Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia address the media after a court
discharged them in the Delhi excise policy case on Friday. PTI

constitutional principles.
In its order, the court also
directed a departmental
inquiry against the “erring
investigating officer” who
framed charges against the
accused in the absence of
material evidence.

Former Bharat Rashtra
Samithi MP K. Kavitha was

also among those dis-
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Modi, Shah fabricated scam t
seize power in Delhi: Kejriw

AAP chief says BJP eliminates political rivals who cannot be defeated in elections; accuses probe agencies of surrendering

integrity; challenges Modi to hold fresh polls in Delhi; alleges that Delhi’s condition deteriorated after BJP came to power

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

am Aadmi Party
A(AAP) chief and
former Delhi Chief

Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Friday accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah of launching a
political conspiracy to des-
troy the party and seize
power in Delhi by “fabri-
cating” the “so-called liqu-
or scam”.

Addressing a press con-
ference after a special
court discharged him and
other leaders in the case,
Mr. Kejriwal challenged Mr.
Modi to hold fresh elec-
tions in Delhi. Attacking
Central investigative agen-
cies, which he said were
working on a “political
agenda” by compromising
their professional integrity,
Mr. Kejriwal said: “The spe-
cial court’s verdict has tho-
roughly exposed the BJP’s
dirty politics of eliminating
its political rivals that they
could not otherwise have
defeated in elections in the
people’s court.”

Calling for clean polit-
ics, Mr. Kejriwal said that
owing to the BJP’s tactics to
gain power, the three crore
people of Delhi had suf-
fered the most. “PM Modi
and Amit Shah’s lust for
power has made Delhi suff-

Booster shot: Arvind Kejriwal arriving at the AAP headquarters after getting relief from the court in

er. They have tried eve-
rything to end Kejriwal.
The only thing that is left is
to kill me. But I have anoth-
er alternative. If they want
power they should gain it
by doing positive work,”
Mr. Kejriwal said. The BJP
had won 48 seats in the As-
sembly election in 2025,
ending the AAP regime.
He added that since the
BJP came to power, the
condition of Delhi had de-
teriorated rapidly. “I chal-

lenge PM Modi, if you have
courage, hold fresh elec-
tions in Delhi. If you win
more than 10 seats, I will
quit politics. The people of
Delhi are fed up with you,”
he said.

Mr. Kejriwal said that he
had earned nothing but
honesty in his life and that
the court’s verdict had vin-
dicated that the AAP was a
party of honest people. “In
an order of nearly 600 pag-
es, after examining all evi-

dence and witnesses, the
court has said there is not
even a tiny piece of proof
to conduct a trial,” Mr. Kej-
riwal said.

Staunchly honest

Explaining why he had be-
come silent after coming
out of jail, Mr. Kejriwal said
that he had decided that
until he was proven inno-
cent before the country, he
would remain silent. “To-
day a huge burden has

New Delhi on Friday. R. V. MOORTHY

been lifted from my heart.
The court has proved that
the AAP is ‘kattar imaan-
dar’ (staunchly honest),”
Mr. Kejriwal said.

In a statement, the AAP
said the verdict streng-
thened the party’s resolve
to march forward with its
“honest pro-people” polit-
ics. The party would not be
cowed down by any at-
tempts to browbeat it, no
matter how powerful the
enemy may be, it said.



NCERT asks public to return
Class 8 textbook, delete posts

Advisory comes a day after the Supreme Court banned a Social Science textbook that had a

section on ‘corruption in judiciary’; it also seeks the removal of any comments on social media

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In its advisory issued on
Friday, the NCERT called
for any “individual or or-
ganisation” in possession
of the book or any material
related to it to return it to
the Publication Division of
the Department of Educa-
tion in Social Sciences in
New Delhi “at the earliest

The NCERT is tasked with developing curriculum frameworks,

publishing textbooks and conducting research. FILE PHOTO

said. The statement was is-
sued by the office of Hi-
manshu Gupta, Secretary,
NCERT, and cited the Su-
preme Court order in this
regard.

BOGiEHy . Chief Justice Su-
rya Kant called the section
on “corruption” in the jud-
iciary a “selective refe-
rence”, while calling for a
suo motu case to be
registered.

On Thursday, while
hearing the case, the Su-
preme Court directed that
copies of the book that had
already been distributed or
sold be seized, further ask-
ing officials concerned to

file a compliance report re-
garding this seizure.

Soon after the Supreme
Court heard the issue on
Wednesday, the NCERT is-
sued a public statement
apologising for the “inap-
propriate textual material”
and “error in judgement”
that had “crept into” the
said textbook. A day later,
as the controversy intensi-
fied, Union Education Mi-
nister Dharmendra Prad-
han expressed regret and
noted that a direction had
been issued to withdraw
the book as soon as the ma-
terial was noticed. Govern-
ment officials claimed that
the direction was issued on
Tuesday, a day after the
book was released.

Sources added that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had also taken notice
of the section in question
and called for accountabili-
ty to be fixed. Mr. Pradhan
told reporters on Thursday
that action will be taken
against those found res-
ponsible.




Canada’s Carney begins India
visit, uranium to Al on table

Will meet Modi
on Monday for
bilateral talks

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, February 27

and said that he would meet
with business leaders and es-
tablish partnerships that will
offer opportunities to Canadian
businesses and workers.

harashtra’s Minister of Protocol
and Marketing Jay Kumar

Carney is expected to meet
business leadersin Mumbaion
Saturday, and will also pay
homage to 26/11 victims at the
memorial at Taj Mahal Palace
hotel. He will arrive in Delhi on
Sunday evening and will meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Canada Prime Minister Mark Carney and wife Diana Fox Carney arrive in Mumbai on Friday. ap

on Monday for bilateral talks in
Hyderabad House.

After landing in Mumbaiy
Carney said, “mdﬁmmg
the fastest growth among the
world's major economies. We
have just arrivedin Mumbai to
meet with business leaders
there.and establish partner-
sh:ps thatwill offer opportun-
1tL@ to Canadian businesses
and workers.”

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs’ official spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal posted on X, “A
warm welcome to Prime Min-
ister @MarkJCarney of Canada
as he arrives in Mumbai on his
first Official Visit to India. The
visit marks a significant stepin
further strengthening India-
Canada ties.”

According to the MEA, Car-
neyison an official visit to India

Overthe nexttwo days, Car-
ney will participate in separate
business engagements, interact
with Indian and Canadian
CEOs, industry and financial
experts, innovators, educators
as well as Canadian Pension
Funds based in India, accord-
ingto the MEA.

On March 2, the two Prime
Ministers will hold delegation-
level talks at Hvderabad House.

eratlon inkey plllars mcludmg
trade and investment; energy;

critical minerals; agriculture;
education, research, and inno-
vation; and people-to-people
ties. The two leaders will also
exchange views on regional
and global developments”, the
MEA said.

Modi and Carney will also
attend the India-Canada CEOs
Forum scheduled later in the
day. The MEA said that the visit
comes at an “important junc-
ture in normalization of India-
Canadabilateral relations”.

“The two Prime Ministers
have earlier agreed to pursue a
constructive and balanced
partnership grounded in mu-
tual respect for each other’s
concerns and sensitivities,
strong people-to-people ties,
and growing economic com-
plementarities,” it said. “The
forthcoming meeting between
the leaders will provide an op-
portunity to reaffirm the posi-
tive momentum and shared vi-
sion of India and Canada in
building a forward-looking
partnership.”



ndia-Canadaresetis vital

nthetimeof Trump

ANADIAN PM Mark Carney’svisit to India this week
isexpected toplace the bilateral relationship — which
touched a nadir in 2023 with Ottawa accusing New
Delhi of being involved in the murder of a Canadian
national —onamorestable footing. Thelogic for the
reset in India-Canada ties was outlined by Carney himselfin a
speech atthe WEF in Davos in January: “Themiddléepowers must

AMEN acttogether, becauseifyou're not at the table, you’re on the menu.”
NAITHANI Amid cracksin the global order, Ottawa has pivoted froma “laid-
AND back” observer to a vocal protagonist, aggressively courtingnew

alliances in the Indo-Pacific to absorb the shocks deliveted by

ELIZABETH President Donald Trump to the once unified West.
ROCHE Canada’s transformation also comes at a critical time for India,
which is looking to diversify its partnerships. What will prove

helpfulis Carney’s economic expertise. Witi@Ganadalookingfon

agessIn September2023,ti historiclow when then PM Jus-
tin Trudeau accused government of involvement in
the killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, an Indian-origin Canadian
Sikh. The result tal diplomatic freeze that lasted nearly
the visit, Ottawa concluded that India was
iolent criminal activity on Canadian soil.

A quiet; constructive meeting between PM Narendra Modi

A quiet,
constructive
meeting
between PMs civilian nuclear ener; ity, Canadian uraniumis anecessity.

Narendra Modi
and Mark

Carney at the Thatbeingsaid, challenges remain. The deep-seated disagree-
G7summitin  mentsthattriggered the 2023 crisis have not vanished; they have
Kananaskisin  simplybeenmoved toadifferenttrack. But the diplomaticchan-
June 2025 nels are back at work along with the reinstatement of the high

: commissioners. NSA Ajit Doval’s visit to Ottawa earlier this month

followed by ensured the delicate balance: Security dialogues run parallel to
deeper and economic progress, rather than impeding it. Doval and his
longer bilateral counterpart, Nathalie G Drouin, agreed to a “shared work plan”

meetings at the
G20in
November
2025, set the
stage fora

calibrated reset Naithani is research associate, CSDR, and
Roche is associate professor, O P Jindal Global University




India-U.S. deal: apple farmers
from J&K, H.P, Uttarakhand
to protest outside Parliament

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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The AFFI said allowing American apples with minimal import tariffs
does not bring another competitor to the local market. FILE PHOTO

port and bein

an unequal battle with the
heavily-supported rich U.S.
farmers and agribusiness-

convener and Jam-
mu and Kashmir MLA M.Y.
Tarigami and co-convener

said in a statement.

The AFFI said allowing
American apples with mi-
nimal import tariffs does
not just bring another
competitor to the domestic
fruit market. “The U.S. fed-
eral government heavily
subsidises the American

>

‘Unequal trea

adding that Indian apple

farmers were living in pre-
carious conditions with
fast-depleting state sup-




Pak. bombs Kabul,
declares ‘open war’

for Pakistan’s fighter jets in Khost province, Afghanistan. REUTERS

Agence France-Presse

ISLAMABAD

akistan’s latest opera-
tion came after Afghan
forces attacked Pakistani
border troops on Thursday
night in retaliation for ear-
lier air strikes by
Islamabad.

Taliban  government
spokesman Zabihullah Mu-

jahid said Afghan forces
killed 55 Pakistani soldiers
and captured several oth-
ers, while putting the
death toll among Afghan
troops at 13. The head of
the Pakistan military’s pu-
blicity wing, Lieutenant-
General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry, told reporters

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8



Pak. bombs Kabul,
declares ‘open war’

202N Relations between the neighbours have
plunged in recent months, with land border cross-
ings largely shut since deadly fighting in October
that killed more than 70 people on both sides.

since the Afghan TalibanTeturned to power. Pa-
kistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja Asif declared
an “all-out confrontation” with the Taliban go-

vernment. NSRS

Several rounds of negotiations between Islama-
bad and Kabul followed a ceasefire brokered by
Qatar and Turkey, but the efforts have failed to
produce a lasting agreement.

Iran, which shares an eastern border with Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, offered on Friday to help
“facilitate dialogue”, while the Saudi Foreign Mi-
nister spoke with his Pakistani counterpart and
China said it was “working with” both countries
while calling for calm.



PAK PM SHEHBAZ SHARIF TO VISIT MOSCOW NEXT WEEK

Russia, China urge Pakistan,
Afghanistan to end conflict

Press Trust of India
Moscow, Beijing, February 27

akistan launched a retali-
atory operation late Thursday
nightinresponsetothealleged
border attacks by the Afghan
Taliban. Islamabad claimed
that 133 Taliban fighters were
killed in Operation Ghazab lil
Hagq.

The 2,611-km-long border
between Pakistan and Afghan-
istan is known as the Durand
Line, which Kabul has not for-

Afghan Taliban soldiers at the Torkham border on Friday. pri

,toabandon this dangerous
confrontation and return tothe
egotiating table to resolve all
differences through political
and diplomatic means," for-
eign ministry spokesperson
Maria Zakharova said in a
statement.

The strikes by Pakistan

\
EXPLAINED
.

A,F !l Openescalation

PAKISTAN AND
Afghanistan arein open con-
flict after cross-border
clashes escalated. Pakistan
launched airstrikes on Kabul
and other Afghan cities, ac-
cusing the Taliban of harbor-
ing militants. Both sides re-
portheavy losses, with
tensionsrooted in border
disputes, militancy, and ac-
cusations of supportingin-
surgents.

the situation as “open war”.

Sharifto visit Moscow

Pakistan's Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is set to visit

Sayed was quoted by news
agency TASS. However, so far
the Kremlin has not officially
confirmed the report.

were the first time it had di-
rectly targeted its former allies
over allegations they are har-
bouring militants; it described

"There are casualties on
bothsidesyincluding civilians.
We call on our friendly coun-
tries, Afghanistan and Pakis-
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Taliban, terror: Behind Pakistan’s call for ‘open war’ on Afghanistan

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, February 27

PAKISTAN LAUNCHED airstrikes on
Afghanistan overnight, in what Pakistani
Defence Minister Khawaja Mohammad Asif
described asan “openwar” after months of
cross-border attacks from both sides.
Reuters reported that 274 people had been
killed in Afghanistan since Thursday night.

Taliban factor

Pakistan’s Operation “Ghazab lil-Haq”
(meaning, righteous fury) comes amid its
criticismof the Taliban-led Afghan govern-
ment on security-related issues. Specifi-
cally, it has accused Afghanistan of failing
to rein in the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), which has operated in Pakistan
since 2007, while the Afghan Taliban have
denied supporting the group.

Ithasalleged that the AfghanTaliban is
acting on behalf of India as New Delhi-
Kabul ties have warmed. New Delhi, on its
part, hascondemned Pakistan’s strikesand
described them asanother attempt by Pak-
istan to “externalise its internal failures”.

Initially comprising separate groups,

TTP seeks to establish an Islamic caliphate
by overthrowing the Pakistani government.
Ithaslaunched several terror attacks over the
years, includingoneinaPeshawarschool in
2014 that killed 132 students.

Pakistan had welcomed the Afghan
Taliban’s return to power in 2021 — to gain
strategic depth in the region (and to
counter India). But TTP-led terror attacks
in Pakistan have only increased since then,
especially in the northwestern Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa region that borders Afghan-
istan, resulting in a souring of relations.

InOctober2025,t00, a ceasefire mediated
byQatarand Turkeyin Dohahaltedaround
of hostilities. That did not last.

The Pakistan information ministry, cit-
ing a series of suicide bombing attacks this
month, including an attack on February 6
thatkilled over 30 people at a mosque in Is-
lamabad, said it had “conclusive evidence”
to show that the acts were perpetrated by
militants at the “behest oftheir Afghanistan-
based leadership and handlers”.

Worsening ties

The security issues have spurred other
actions, adding to the friction. The think-

« DEADLY CROSS*BORDERFIGHTING

Pakistani airstrikes:

Jalalabad

KABUL
.

reported in Kabul, Paktia .
Kandaharand Paktia Jamrud *
\ ¥ 4 3 Nowshera
§ |
RFGHRYSTAY Faizabadin
’ Kandahar ISLAMABAD
& Afghan attacks reported
along northern stretch of
the Durand Line
PAKISTAN INDIA

tank International Crisis Group noted that
Islamabad’s “pressure tactics”, like forced
deportation of over1.7 million Afghan refu-
gees from Pakistan and launchingairstrikes
onsupposed TTP bases and even ensuring
“hits” as far as in the capital Kabul, did not
sit well with the Afghan Taliban.

The 2,640-km Durand Line adds

another layer of complexity, with attacks
along this border in recent days. Estab-
lished in 1893 by the British, Afghanistan
later rejected it for cutting through the
Pashtun and Baloch areas.

Former Indian Ambassador to Afghan-
istan, Vivek Katju, earlier wrote for The In-
dian Expressthat before 1947, Afghanistan
urged Britain to relinquish the agreement,
which it refused to do. “That would have
meant that all the Pashtun lands ceded to
British India would revert to Afghanistan,
effectively making the Indus as the border
between Pakistan and Afghanistan.”

OnFriday, the Turkish Foreign Minister
spoke with his Pakistani, Afghan, Qatari
and Saudi counterparts todiscuss the con-
flict, APreported.

‘What might happen over the next few
days will also stem from the differences in
military capabilities. The Pakistani news-
paper Dawn reported: “The Taliban’s
strengths are rooted in unconventional and
guerrilla-style warfare, whereas Pakistan’s
advantages lie in its conventional force
structure, air power and deterrent capabil-
ity...Itimpliesthat ahead-on military con-
test would therefore never favour Kabul.”



Itfcame a day after Hillary
Clingon sat with lawmakers for
herown deposition.

CHINA URGES CITIZENS IN IRAN TO EVACUATE
US advises embassy staffin
Israeltoleave 1mmed1ately

Agencies
Tel Aviv, Beijing, February 27

US Ambassador Mike Huck-

abee told embassy employees
in an email that discussions
with officials in Washington
had led to a decision authoriz-
ing departures for those who
wished to leave.

The email was recounted to
The AP by someone involved
with the US mission whowasn’t
authorized to share details.
Sent before 10:30 a.m., it urged
staff considering departure to
doso quickly, advising them to
to focusinitially on gettingany
flight out of Israeland to then
make their way to Washington.

“Those wishing to take AD
should de'se TODAY,” Huck-

Atthe Imam Khomeini Grand Mosque in Tehran on Friday. ap

abee wrote, Uusing an acronym
for “authorizeddeparture.”
“While there may be out-
bound flights over the coming
days, there may not be,” he
added. Huckabee said there
was no need for panic, but for
those desiring to leave, it was
important to make plans soon.
Australia on Wednesday
“directed the departure of all
dependents of Australian offi-

cials posted to Israel in re-
sponse to the deteriorating se-
curity situation in the Middle
East.” I

COUNTRY WILL HOLDIRST ELECTION SINCE GEN-Z PROTESTS ON MARCH 5

Binaj Gurubacharya
Kathmandu, February 27

A FORMER rapper who ran
Kathmandu as a mayor. The
young leader of Nepal’s oldest
party. And acommunist veteran
politician.hoping to return to
power after being ousted in
youth-led protests in which
dozens werekKilled last year.

Whoever prevails will be-
come Nepal’s 16th PM in less
than twodecades, underscoring
therecurring political instability
thathas marked the Himalayan
nation since the monarchy was
abolished in2008.

(From left) K P Oli, Gagan Thapa and Balendra Shah

Balendra Shah, widely
knownasBalen, isseen as front-
runner after emerging as a
popular figure during the cam-
paign. He was elected mayor of

the capital, Kathmandu, in2022
and later left the post tobecome
the National Independent
Party’s candidate for PM.
Gagan Thapa is the newly

installed leader of the Nepali
Congress, the country’s oldest
major political party, a liberal
democratic party with close ties
to neighboring India.

The other contender for the
postis KPOli, the controversial
but strong communist leader
who led the coalition govern-
ment that was forced out of
power last year. He isblamed by
many for the deaths in the viol-
ent protests that ousted him.

Oli has consistently argued
thatsteady policies and politics
areessential for Nepal, warning
that the economy needs stabil-
ity todevelop. AP



Chinalegislature
sacks 19 members,
nine of them are

military officers

* & 3o P

Associated Press
Beijing, February 27 The removed officers

includetwounder
the Central Military
Comumtission, the
military’s highest
body, aswell as
others fromthe
army, the navy, the
air force and the
rocket force

An anti-corruption cam-
paign launched by Chinese
President Xi Jinping shows no  nial legislature rubber stamps
sign of lettingup after more  decisions that have been made
thanadecade. The militaryhas by the ruling Communist Party.
been targeted in recent years,
including the removal of its top
generallast month, as Xi seeks
to reform and modernize the
armed forces.




GROWTH EXCEEDS FIRST ADVANCE ESTIMATE OF 7.4% RELEASED UNDER OLD GDP SERIES

In new GDP series, economy

estimated to grow 7.

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, February 27

advance estimates of the Min-
istry of Programme Implemen-
tation and Statistics (MoSPI).

In the third quarter this
year, under the new GDP series
with 2022-23 as the base year,
the economy grew 7.8%.

6%1

BackinJanuary 2015, when
the erstwhile GDP series with
2004-05 as the base year was
revised, growth was raised for
some years and lowered for
others after MoSPI incorpor-
ated several methodological
changes to measure the size of
the Indian economy more ac-
curately and comprehensively.

The magnitude of some
revisions undertaken a decade
back had left economists
puzzled, with RaghuramRajan,
then the governorof the RBI,
saying the central bank found
it “hard to see the economy as
rollicking” in 2013-14 after
growth for thatyear was raised
t06.9% (later revised to 6.4%)
from 4.7% as per the 2004-05
GDP series.

The 2022-23 GDP series has
alsoundergone major changes,
the most crucial of which has
been how nominal GDP is ad-
justed for price changes to ar-
rive at real GDP. The single-de-
flator method used until now

* How new GDP series
has changed India’s
growthpicture
®201112series @ 2022-28 serigs
9.2%

o T%, 74% 6%

I72/. II

Note: All figures are for real GDP growth,
Source: MoSPI

CEA raises FY27 growth forecast
t07-7.4% after revised GDP series

SiddharthUpasani
New Delhi, February 27

_We were wait-

ing forthe benchmark revisions
to come through and subse-
quent to the Economic Survey
and the Budget presentation, we
also have had the framework
agreement with the U
at, etc. Therefore

the CEA said.
FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

by MoSPI tocalculate the Gross
Value Added of all sectors other
than agriculture and mining
and quarrying, could lead to
growth being overstated at
times when commodity prices
were falling or not rising as fast
as consumer prices.

The new GDPseries does not
use the single-deflator method
and instead uses double-defla-
tion — adjusting input and
output by their respective
inflation rates — with deflators
alsobeingused atamore granu-
lar level. This allows for more

accurate measurement of real
GDP growth.

Some other changes in the
new series include the use of
new sources of data and sur-
veys (GST, e-Vahan, Annual
Survey of Unincorporated Sec-
tor Enterprise, Periodic Labour
Force Survey, among others).

These changes, along with
the new base year, have led to
significant shiftsin various sec-
tors of the economy. The pri-
mary sector — which includes
agriculture, livestock, forestry
and fishing and mining and

On the other han
series estimates the secondary
sector — comprising manufac-
turing, construction, and elec-
tricity and other utilities — to

, the new

be 2.1%, 3.1%, and 2.2% smaller
in size in the previous three
years. The gross value added of
the tertiary sector, or services,
isalsosmaller. FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



