SC bans Class 8 textbook,
orders seizure of copies

Top court initiates contempt action over a section on ‘corruption’ in judiciary in the NCERT

textbook; remarks ‘calculated move’ to instil bias in children, heads must roll, says the Bench

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The textbook was pu-
blished by the National
Council of Education Re-
search _and . Training
(NCERT), an autonomous
organisation under the Mi-
nistry of Education, in Fe-
bruary.

®

SURYA KANT
Chief Justice of India

I'would like to have a

deeper probe. As the head
of the judiciary, it is my duty to

find out who is responsible. If there
are more than one, heads must
roll.. I am not going to close this
proceedings till I am satisfied

The Bench said that

“heads must roll” and in-
itiated contempt action.

The court would not let

the issue fade into oblivion
after a word of apology
from the government or
the NCERT, Chief Justice
Kant said.

Modi calls for
accountability

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has called for fixing
accountability over the chapter
on “corruption” in judiciary in
NCERT’s textbook. » PAGE 15
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The Solicitor-General said the people who worked
on the textbook would never be assigned the task
again by the Education Ministry. If he had his way,
Mr. Mehta added, they would not be employed by
any other Ministry either.

hief Justice Kant said.

The court said that, prima facie, an examina-
tion of the book’s contents and the response from
the director, seemed like a calculated move to un-
dermine the institutional authority and demean
the dignity of the judiciary.

ERARISHY" the Bench noted.

Senior members of the Bar, including senior
advocates Kapil Sibal, A.M. Singhvi, and Supreme
Court Bar Association president Vikas Singh,
agreed that the content was “definitely
deliberate”.




1&B Minister asks online platforms
to take responsibility for content

Vaishnaw flags major threats from deepfakes and synthetically generated content; urges platforms to take proactive actions
against cybercrime, and ensure revenue sharing with original content creators, including conventional media, journalists

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI Q Online safety of our citizens is
. Inf . becoming a major concern...
U ::1%" Bg:ég‘;g‘:}g authenticity of news content, online
Minister Ashwini satqty ?f t(:ur chltldrcn.[pr?tecnon
Vaishnaw on Thursday against obscenity, protection
against synthetically generated
fake content, all those items really

today,” he said.

Stating that online safe-
ty of all citizens was a duty
of the platforms, he said:
“Non-adherence to these
principles will definitely

Mr. Vaishnaw said the

“I will request all the
platforms to rethink your
revenue sharing policies
because that is also one of
the major concerns that
the entire society today is
raising. And if this is not
done voluntarily, then
there are so many coun-

need a decisive step today
ASHWINI VAISHNAW

Information and Broadcasting Minister

tries which have shown the
path to get it done in a legal
way,” Mr. Vaishnaw said.
At the Digital News Pu-
blishers Association
DNPA) Conclave, Mr.

make them responsible be-
cause the nature of content
has changed now, and syn-
thetic content should not
be generated without the
consent of the person
whose face or voice or per-
sonality has been used to
create the content.”

platforms should also take
roactive actions on cyber-

Mr. Vaishnaw stressed
that the platforms must al-
so share revenue in a fair
way with original content
creators, including the
conventional media, jour-
nalists, influencers, profes-
sors, and researchers.




CARMAKERS, CITY GAS DISTRIBUTORS RAISE CONCERNS

CAQM panel may back only EV
registrations in Delhi-NCR by ’30

ENS Economic Bureau
New Delhi, February 26

In its submission to CAQM,
gasdistributor Indraprastha Gas
Ltd (IGL) suggested a “dual path-
way”*— CNG for medium and
heavy vehicles and electric mo-
bility for two-wheelers, arguing
that it will offer a “balanced,

Delhilacks charginginfra, grid capacity, and
consumer financingforanall-EV mandate
within 4 yrs despite beinga major PV market

cost-effective, and operationally
feasible strategy for Delhi-NCR.
It also suggested diesel vehicles
in Delhi-NCR be phased out, and
converted toCNG. “...itisimpor-
tant to note that CNG emits neg-
ligible-particulate matter com-

IGL said.

Association of Citygas Dis-
tribution Entities (ACE) said
CNG is uniquely positioned as
animmediately scalable, afford-

able, andreliable clean transport
fuel, urging the CAQM torecog-
nise CNG as a “distinct low-
emission fuel category in regu-
latory communications
alongside EVsaslow carbon and
sustainable mobility,” and push
EVsand CNG vehicles “through
equalincentives and policy sup-
port”. Queries sent tothe CAQM,
IGL and ACE did not elicit a re-
sponse until publication.
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Voters go to the polls in a crucial
byelection test for UK’s Starmer

Anything other than a victory for Labour could make it very difficult for Prime Minister Starmer to serve out his full term;

arecent poll on voting intentions showed Labour at 28%, Greens at 28% and the far-right Reform UK just behind at 27%

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Anything other than a
victory for Labour’s Angeli-
ki Stogia on Thursday
could make it very difficult
for Mr. Starmer to serve
out his full term as Prime
Minister. Reform’s candi-
date for the race is a form-
er academic and GB News
presenter, Matt Goodwin,
and the Green Party’s can-

POLLING
STATION

People arrive at a polling station at St. Peter’s Church to vote in the
Gorton and Denton byelection, in Manchester on Thursday. REUTERS

didate is local councillor
and  plumber Hannah
Spencer. In the Runcorn
and Helsby election in May
last year, the former Con-
servative-turned-Reform

candidate managed to
snatch the seat from La-

Since Labour won the
general election in July
2024, there have been re-
peated skirmishes within
the party over policies
from welfare spending to
tax reforms and a split in
the vote, with progressives

voting for the Greens — in-
stead of tactically support-
ing Labour — could result
in a victory for Reform.
Last month, party lead-
ers on Labour’s governing
body, including Mr. Starm-
er, had blocked the popu-
lar Greater Manchester
mayor Andrew Burnham
from resigning his post to




AMERICAN FORCES GATHER IN MIDEAST; LAST CHANCE FOR DIPLOMACY

Amid war hysteria, Iran &
US hold new round of talks

Associated Press
Geneva, February 26
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its long-range missile program
orsupport for armed groups like
Hamas and Hezbollah.
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threatened to attack Israel,
meaning a regional war could
erupt across the Middle East.

«

Iranian Foreign
MinisterAbbas Araghchi told
India Today in an interview
filmed Wednesday just before
he flew to Geneva.

“Since the Americans' bases
are scattered through different

places in the region, then un-
fortunately perhaps the whole
region would be engaged and
be involved, so it is a very ter-
rible scenario.”

Oman’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al
Busaidi (right) with US envoy Steve Witkoff (centre) and Jared
Kushner,in Geneva, Switzerland, on Thursday. ap

eign Minister Badr al-Busaidi
after arriving in Geneva on
Wednesday night. The men “re-
viewed the views and proposals
that the Iranian side will pres-
ent to reach an agreement,” a
report from the state-run Oman
News Agency said. Al-Busaidi
will pass along Iran's offer to the
US on Thursday, it added.

Al-Busaidi also met with the
director-general of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency,
the United Nations’ nuclear
watchdog.

ClAtargetsliran
with recruitment
drivein Farsi
onsocialmedia

Washington: The US Central In-
telligence Agency has posted
on social media new Farsi-lan-
guage instructions for Iranians
wishingtosecurely contact the
spy service.

The CIA recruitment effort
comes amid a massive buildup
of US military forces in the
Middle East that President Don-
ald Trump could order to attack
Iran if talks with the US set for
Thursday fail to reach a deal on
Tehran's nuclear program.

The CIA posted its Farsi-lan-
guage message on Tuesday on
its X, Instagram, Facebook, Tele-
gram and YouTube accounts.

The message is the latest in
aseriesby the CIA aimed aten-
listing sources in Iran, China,
North Korea and Russia.

The agency urged Iranians
wishing to make contact to
“take appropriate action” to
protect themselves before
doing so and avoid using work
computers or their phones.

The message added: “Use a
new, disposable device, if poss-
ible” and “be aware of your sur-
roundings and who may be
able to see your screen or see
your online activity.




Afghanistan launches
retaliatory attacks on
Pakistan border posts

Earlier this week, the Taliban warned of an “appropriate
and a measured response” to Pakistani airstrikes

Reuters
Kabul, February 26

Afghan forces opene
on posts in Pakistan's moun-
tainous northwest, sparking
more than two hours of fighting
before Pakistani troops retali-
ated, Pakistani officials said,
speaking on condition of ane-
nymity as they were not auth-
orised to speak to the media.

1re

Videos shared by Afghan se-
curityforces showed Humvees
driving through dark, moun-
tainous terrain at night, lit by
flashes of gunfire. Sustained
bursts of automatic fire could
be heard in the background.
Separate footage released by
Pakistani security sources ap-
peared to show tracer rounds
arcing across a similar barren,
mountainous landscape, with
sustained bursts of automatic

Local residents stand next to adamaged house at the site of a
cross-border Pakistani army strike in the Behsud district of
Nangarhar province, Afghanistan, on Sunday. riLe

fire echoing through the valleys.

Reuters was not immedi-
ately able to independently ver-
ify thelocation, timing or auth-
enticity of the footage.

The clashes along the 2,600-
km (1,615-mile) are the latest
flare-up to threaten a fragile
ceasefire following deadly

clashes last October.

rom

eaders operate
Afghan territory and use it as a
safe havento planattacksinside
Pakistan, acharge Kabul denies.
“In response to repeated
provocations, large-scale offen-
sive operations have been
launched against Pakistani mili-
tary positions along the Durand
Line,” Taliban spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid said on X.




© SEMICONDUCTOR COMPANIES RUN LOW ON SCANDIUM, 5G CHIPS AT RISK; U.S. PRESIDENT TRUMP SET TO VISIT BEUING IN MARCH

Reuters
Montreal/Beijing/
Washington, February 26

SUPPLIERS TO US aerospace
and semiconductor firms face
worsening rare earth shortages,
with two turning away some
clients, industry insiders said,
weeks before US President
Trump is expected to meet his
Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping
forasummit in Beijing.

The shortages center on rare
earthssuchas yttriumandscan-
dium, niche members of the
family ol 17 elements, which play
tiny but vital roles in defenc: Toles in defence
technolm aerospaceand semi-
conductors and are alm -

tirely produced in China.

While Beijing has allowed
many rare earth exports to re-
sume since it imposed restric-
tionsin April, shipmentsofthese
materials still rarely make it to
the U.S. despite the October de-
tente with Washington, Chinese
customs data show. That easing
of trade tensions, premised in
parton Chinapausingitscritical
mineral export restrictions, will
beonthetablewhen Trumpand
Ximeet in Beijing in March.

Since Reuters first

aboutyttrium shomw

Semiconductor chips seen ona printed circuit board.

cutives at two North

REUTERS

American firmsthatbuy yttrium
tomake coatings told Reuters
theyhave needed totemporarily
pause production due to short-
ages. One is also now turning
away smaller and offshore cus-
tomers in order to conserve

supply for larger clients, which
include certain engine makers.
While shortages of yttrium
andscandium have not weighed
on production of jet engines or
chipsyet,aUS government offi-
cial told Reuterssome US manu-
facturersnow face “shortages” of
certain rare earths from China.

China exported 17 tonnes of
yttrium productsto the USinthe
ight monthsafter controls were

Versus.
tonnes in the eight months be-
fore the measures.

Reuters spoke with two US
government officials, 14 com-
pany executives and staff,
tradersand analystsacrossaero-
space and semiconductors. All
of them spoke to Reutersoncon-

‘Rare earth shortages worsen inUS des plte trade truce’

dition of anonymity except the
analystsnamed inthestory. The
North American executives did
notwant tobe named discussing
internal production challenges
in public. China’s Ministry of
Commerce did not respond to
uestions.



