Al Impact Summit: 85 countries, 3

bodies si

New Delhi Declaration

US. and China are among the signatories of the statement that offers voluntary, non-binding framework to promote access

to Al resources, support locally relevant innovation, and strengthen resilient Al ecosystems while respecting national laws

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

after the event’s scheduled

conclusion, as officials
sought to expand the sig-
natory list to achieve as
broad a consensus as
possible.

“Guided by the princi-
ple of Sarvajan Hitaya,
Sarvajan Sukhaya (Welfare
for all, Happiness for all),
the Declaration under-
scores that the benefits of
Al must be equitably
shared across humanity
the government said in a
statement regarding the
declaration.

Union Minister Piyush Goyal with U.S. Ambassador to India Sergio
Gor, Bhutan Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay, OpenAl CEO Sam
Altman, and other dignitaries on the sidelines of the Al Impact

Summit, in New Delhi on Friday. Ani

Democratising Al

The 900-word state-
ment offers a “Charter for
the Democratic Diffusion
of AI” as a “voluntary and
non-binding framework to

promote access to founda-
tional ‘Al resources, sup-
port locally relevant inno-
vation, and strengthen
resilient Al ecosystems
while respecting national

Human capital
On security and trust, the

statement says, “Advanc-
ing_secure. _trustworthy
and robust Al is founda-
tional to building trust and
maximising_sacietal _and
economic benefits. Noting
that deepening our under-
standing of the potential
security aspects remains
important, we recognise
the importance of security
in Al systems, industry-led
voluntary measures, and
the adoption of technical

solutions, and appropriate
policy frameworks that en-
able innovation while pro-

moting public interest
throughout the AI’s
lifecycle.”

The statement empha-
sised that achieving “the
full promise of Al requires
equipping individuals with
relevant skills by expand-
ing AI human resource de-
velopment, specific initia-
tives on education, Al
workforce development,
training of public officials,
enhancing public aware-
ness of Al capabilities, in-
creasing Al literacy, as well

as upgrading vocational
and traiffing ecosystems.”
\ e take note of the vo-

luntary guiding principles
for reskilling in the age of
Al and the playbook on Al
workforce development,
which would support par-
ticipants in preparation for
a future Al-driven econo-
my,” the statement added.



' +AISUMMIT SPURS TECH INVESTMENTS IN INDIA

$109.8 billion

Investment over seven years by
Reliance Industries and Jio for Al
and data infrastructure build-out

$100 billion

Investment by Adani Group for
renewable energy-powered Al
data centres by 2035

$150 billion

Adani Group’s Investment is set to
trigger an additional $150 bn
across related industries, such as
server manufacturing and
sovereign cloud platforms.

®Together, it is projected to create
a $250 bn Alinfra ecosystemin
India over the decade, said Adani.

Al computingand
datacentreservices

o

®TCS has signed up OpenAl as
first customer for its data centre
unit under the global Al infra
initiative ‘Stargate’.

Senior executives from global artificial intelligence (Al) firms
joined world leaders in India this week for the Al Impact
Summit. Here is a list of the major deals struck during the

summit in New Delhi.

CoreAl anddatainfrastructure

@ &T announced a proposed venture with Nvidia for Al-ready data
eentre infra, advanced computing platforms and ecosystem support.

Alexpansionand globalaccess
@350 billioninvestment by Microsoft to expand Al across the ‘Global South’
- " previously unveiled $17.5 billion in India Al investments last year.

Source: Reuters

E175regional jets: Adani, Embraer
tosetup final assembly line in India

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, February 21

In thisregard, both firms’ of-

ficialsexchanged anenhanced
MoU in the presence of Brazil’s

President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva and Union Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal in New Delhi Saturday.

€ advancementIrom tne
initial MoU signed in January
represents a significant step

forward and forms part of a
broader roadmap to develop
an integrated Regional Trans-
port Aircraft (RTA) ecosystem
in India, a release said on
Saturday.



‘India and U.S. Navies have critical
role to play in IOR and Indo-Pacifi¢

Sumit Bhattacharjee

VISAKHAPATNAM

Speaking to The Hindu
on the sidelines of the re-
cently held International
Fleet Review (IFR) and MI-
LAN-2026 in Visakhapat-
nam, Admiral Koehler said
the IOR and the Indo-Pacif-
ic were vast oceanic re-
gions where it was impor-
tant to safeguard
sovereignty and ensure

Both nations share com-
mon values and possess
strong naval forces. When
they work: together with
other like-minded partn-
ers, their combined
strength can help protect
the region from various
challenges, safeguard sove-
reignty, maintain peace,

India has the capacity to play a central role in the IOR, says Admiral Stephen T. Koehler, Commander, U.S.
Pacific Fleet, on the sidelines of the International Fleet Review in Visakhapatnam. V. RAJU, K.R DEEPAK

respond swiftly to disas-
ters, and, if necessary, act
as a deterrent,” he said.

‘Strong partners’

strengthen our capabilities
in areas such as quicker
response to Humanitarian

Assistance and Disaster Re-
lief (HADR) operations and
anti-submarine warfare by
deploying our assets, as we
value a free and open Indo-
Pacific,” he said.

On the rapid expansion
of the Chinese Navy, he

said, [NCHNEICORENEY

Praising India’s naval
capabilities, Admiral Koeh-
ler said, “India has a strong
Navy and the capacity to
play a central role in the
IOR. Most importantly, it is
a highly professional force.
In the coming years, we ex-
pect to scale up the com-

plexity of our joint
exercises.”
He also noted that Visak-

hapatnam-based Eastern
Naval Command (ENC)
was strategically posi-
tioned and likely to play a
leading role in the years
ahead.




T.N. fishermen go on strike against arrests by Lankan Navy

The Hindu Bureau
RAMESWARAM

Condemning the recent ar-
rest of Tamil Nadu fisher-
men by Sri Lankan Navy
personnel, members of va-
rious fishers’ associations
refrained from venturing
into the sea on Saturday.

As a mark of protest,

Such moves have resulted
in huge losses for the boat
owners, who were unable

E SO - LA
Fishermen and their families protesting in Thangachimadam near
Rameswaram on Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

to repay their loans.
leader of the fishermen
community, said the Centre
should not remain a mute

fishing communities ob-
served a day-long strike.

In a demenstration in
Thangachimadam, = which
saw the participation of ov-
er 400 people, Jesu Raja, a

>

Raja said.

said such arrests not only
threatened their survival
The fishermen jailed in
Sri Lanka were reportedly
required to pay fines. “If
they fail to comply with the
court directives, they face
imprisonment. Their fami-
lies back home suffer, with
several women and chil-
dren experiencing psycho-
logical trauma,” a fisher-

man said.

. he added.



‘Bangladesh set to restore

visa for Indian nationals’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Days after the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party-led (BNP)
government took charge
after scoring a major elec-
toral win, Bangladesh is
moving towards normalis-
ing visa facilities for Indian
visitors, a diplomatic
source has confirmed to
The Hindu. However, a for-
mal notification in this re-
gard is yet to be issued by
Bangladesh.

Visa had been one of the
major areas that faced dis-

ruption with the over-
th he Sheikh Hasina
government in Bangladesh

P\

Security personnel outside the Indian High Commission in Dhaka
as Bangladeshi groups gather for a march. FILE PHOTO

in July-August 2024. As per
diplomatic sources, Tndia
used to issue more than
eight thousand daily visas
for Bangladesh through
multiple  Indian  visa
centres in Bangladesh be-
fore the overthrow of the
Hasina regime. However,
following the major disrup-
tion of July-August 2024,
Indian Visa Application
Centres opened sporadi-
cally because of security
threats.‘As per diplomatic
sources, India isssued
around 3,000 medical and
student visas and at the
time of the swearing-in of
BNP’s Chairman Tariq Rah-
man who became the new

Prime Minister of Bangla-
desh on February 17, 2026.

Diplomatic outreach
The visa-related state-
ments came soon after the
Ministry of External Affairs
on Friday expressed wil-
lingness to take the bilater-
al relation forward. Official
Spokesperson of the Minis-
try of External Affairs
Randhir Jaiswal had said in
Friday’s weekly briefing,




India, Brazil ink pacts on minerals,
steel mining; agree to step up trade

Day after the U.S. Supreme Court struck down Trump’s tariffs, Modi and Lula discuss developments, launch action plan on

digital partnership for the future;

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia signed agree-
l ments to cooperate in

rare earth and critical
minerals, and steel mining
with Brazil as Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi held
talks with Brazilian Presi-

the talks, the two sides also
launched a joint declara-
tion and action plan on a

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva in New Delhion Saturday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

digital partnership for the
future.

“Brazilis India’s biggest
trading partner, and we
have committed to go
beyond 20 billion dollars
in the next five years. Our
trade is not just a number,
itis a symbol of trust,” Mr.
Modi said in a joint press

“appearance. “When India

and Brazil work together,
the voice of Global South
becomes stronger...,” he
added.

The agreement on criti-
cal minerals is a significant
step towards diversifying
from China, which current-
ly dominates all processing
supply chains for critical
minerals. (ifidiaand Brazi)
have also been attempting
to increase cooperation on
the biofuel alliance an-
nounced in 2023 along
with the U.S. and other
countries, which has taken
a back seat given the
Trump administration’s fo-

cuis on fossil fuels.
“Increasing investments
and cooperation in matters
of renewable energies and
critical minerals is at the
core of the pioneering
agreement that we have
signed _today,” Mr, Lula
said. “We are not just the
two biggest democracies of
the Global South. This is a
meeting of a digital super-
power with a renewable
energy superpower,” he
added, saying India and
Brazil are both regional
hubs, and defend multilat-
eralism and peace.
Mr. Lula, who was ac-
companied by 11 Ministers,

Briefing the media, Se-
cretary (East) P. Kumaran

said that Mr. Modi and Mr.
Lula had discussed trade
and tariff developments in

both have negotiated with
the U.S. for lower tariffs
and more exemptions on
goods, although neither
has completed a trade deal
with the U.S. yet. Both also
face the threat of higher
U.S. tariffs over their BRICS
membership.

The two leaders also
agreed to step up ties in de-
fence, energy, healthcare,
agriculture and pharma-
ceuticals, and South-South
cooperation.



Farm politics intensifies in
west U.P. over India-U.S. deal

BKU’s Tikait faction seeks clarity from the govt. on the impact of the trade deal on farmers, takes

on Jayant Chaudhary; concerns unfounded: RLD; khaps discuss direct and indireet impact of deal

The Hindu Bureau
GHAZIABAD

National Democratic Al-

liance (NDA) government’s
U-turn on farm laws, khaps
in the region are discussing
the direct and indirect im-
pact of the deal. Rakesh Ti-
kait, BKU spokesperson,
has described the deal as a
unilateral U.S. declaration
and threatened agitation. A

The BKU has threatened to launchian agitation over the deal. FILE PHOTO

and Union Minister Jayant
Chaudhary for supporting
the deal. Speaking to me-
diapersons at the BKU
headquarters. in Sisauli,
Muzaffarnagar, president
Naresh Tikait described Mr.
Chaudhary as a “local con-
fectioner’s wasp”. Speaking
in Hindi, he said, “Halwai
ka tataiyaa halwai ko nahin
kat sakta. Woh mithai par
baith rahta hai (The confec-
tioner’s wasp doesn’t sting
the confectioner. It sits on
the sweets).”

The statement caused a
flutter in West U.P. as RLD
was seen as the political
force behind the BKU dur-
ing the agitation against the
farm laws. Responding to
the jibe, Mr. Chaudhary

posted on X that he would
like to tell that he “was not
fond of sweets”.

In an attempt to douse
the fire, Mr. Naresh’s broth-
er Rakesh Tikait posted a vi-
deo in which he said RLD
and BKU were together and
held the media responsible

for the confusion. He said
by saying that he was not
fond of sweets, Mr. Chaud-
hary had clarified that he
was not bound by the go-
vernment’s point of view
and would hit the ground
for the farmers’ cause if the
need arises. “The media
should ask him questions
about the deal when he
[Chaudhary] becomes the
Agriculture Minister,” he
said, paving the way for a
new set of speculations.

‘Address concerns’

Speaking to The Hindu, Mr.
Naresh said the Centre
couldn’t match the U.S. in
terms of subsidies given to
the farmers and, hence,
they wanted the Prime Mi-
nister to address their

concerns.
RLD sources said Mr. Na-
resh’s concerns were un-




Global economic impact of U.S.
SC invalidating Trump tarifts

The order introduces uncertainty around executive-driven trade arrangements concluded with the EU, the UK., Japan and

Vietnam and ongoing with India, among others as sweeping tariff authority requires explicit Congressional sanction.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Kunal Shankar

he U.S. Supreme
T Court’s  decision
striking down Pre-

sident Donald Trump’s
“Liberation Day” tariffs has
sent shockwaves through
global trade — not only be-
cause of what it invalidat-
ed, but because of what
comes next. Even as the SC
ruled Mr. Trump lacked
authority under IEEPA to
impose sweeping tariffs,
the administration pro-
posed a fresh 10% across-
the-board duty under Sec-
tion 122 of the Trade Act of
1974, effective February 24.

Refund question

Trump Trumped: The U.S. Supreme Court.building, wherejustices
struck down Trump's sweeping tariffs in Washington, D.€. REUTERS

'measures now invalidated.

This means tariff collec-
tions between April 2, 2025
and February 20, 2026
may be subject to protest
and refund claims.

Under U.S. customs law,
refunds hinge on a techni-
cal concept: “liquidation of

and the profést window ex-|
pires; refund options nar-
Fow considerably]

The dissenting justices
warned invalidating the ta-
riffs would create an admi-
nistrative “mess.”

They were referring to
the cascading process of
protests, litigation and ac-

counting adjustments that
could stretch over months.

Yd

The answer for who be-
nefits lies largely in con-

tractual arrangements, not
statutory entitlement

Chinese importers gain

If a significant share of
post-April collections is re-
funded, the largest nomi-
nal relief would accrue to
importers dealing in Chi-
nese goods. The same logic
applies to exporters from
the European Union, In-
dia, Vietnam, Japan and
the United Kingdom, all of
whom fa i
tive duties in 2025. For
context, automotive pro-
ducts, vehicle parts, elec-
tronics, apparel and tex-
tiles were among the top
revenue-generating sectors
in 2025. A reversal would
materially reduce effective
tax exposure for exporters
from these economies.

Trade deals, leverage

The ruling also introduces
uncertainty around execu-
tive-driven trade arrange-
ments concluded with the
EU, the UK., Japan and
Vietnam and ongoing with
India among others. While
the agreements themselves

remain intact, the Court
has clarified that sweeping
tariff authority requires ex-
plicit Congressional sanc-
tion. That shifts the bar-
gaining landscape.
Countries yet to finalise
deals may now negotiate
with greater confidence.

Section 122 Eamble
y cleare vay. Howe
(

——

@Ileveragend With
mid-term polls approach-
ing, Congressional appe-
tite for extending universal
tariff — amid inflation sen-
sitivities — may be limited.

Institutional jitters

as the tariffs themselves.
The economic conse-

quences of SC order are

only beginning to unfold.




AN
ACROSS THEAISLE
BY P CHIDAMBARAM

RTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

(AlI) is here. Itis true that Al will

multiply manifold human capa-

bilities and productivity. India

ahuge and growing wealth

of human resources (at least until 2050).
However, itsquality s significantly different
from the human resources of developed
countries.Inadeveloped country, practically
everyone isschool-educated and agreat pro-
portion is college-educated. There is an op-
portunity forlife-long learning and acquiring
new skills. In India, the demographic divi-
dend comes with demographic burdens.
While school enrolment at primary level is
very high, thereisadecline,ateverystage, in
enrolment at upper prim:

igher secondary I

‘F’ for future, also fear
I have read a summary of Mr Dario

Amodei’s (CEO, Anthropic) copyrighted 38-
page essay ‘The Adolescence of Technol-
ogy’.On economic disruption, he says that
Al could disrupt labour markets at ‘un-
precedented speed and across wide occu-
pational categories, potentially displacing
asignificant portion of jobs, especially
white-collar work in the near term’. It is
scary. Another study in India found that AI
recognises caste. If humans have taught
caste-biasto Al it is scarier.

Hon'ble prime ministeris right that Alwill
openthedoorstothe futureand fortune. But
thereisalso fear thatjobs will be lost. Routine
and repetitivejobssuch as ticket issuersand
checkers, busand train conductors, railsignal
persons, traffic police officers, stenographers
and typists, tourist guides, translators, lab
technicians, bank tell jvate tutors, etc

India’s biggest problem is lack of jobs.
The current ‘official'unemployment rate is
5.1 peréent, but we know: it is more. Youth
unemployment rateis 15 per cent. About 55
percent ofthé'employed’ areself-employed
or in casual labour. In the prosperous re-
gions, agriculture operations are already
mechanised. Rural families disguise unem-
ployment with the excuse that the young
man.or woman is ‘self-employed’. If urban

IfAlwilldo

all our work,
and bring
prosperity to
all, what will
humans do?
While the
impact of Al
unfolds during
the next few
years, itis time
to ponder the
question

blue-collarjobstoo become scarce, and job-
lessness spreads to educated youth in
‘skilled’ sectorssuch as Information Tech-
nology and IT produets/services, the situ-
ation will becomeexplosive.

How ready is India and the world to
tacklethe inevitable challenges? As far as I
gather, the world including India is not yet
ready with solutions. The Chief Economic
Adyiser(CEA)drew a distinction between
the impact of Al on advanced economies
(facing demographic decline, Al may be a
plus)yand developing countries (AIwillbea
stress test for state capacity). Naturally, the
solutions will be different. His solution is
that “relentless execution could help India
becomethefirst largesociety....toalign tech-
nologicaladoption with loyability.”
Iwish the solution was so simple.

Difficult measures

The early results of relentless adoption
of technology are reduction injobs, at least
inIndian factories. But thereistime, asthe
Economist says, between “invention and
diffusion”, and to take the hard measures
that will absorb the impact of technological
adoption. For example, given the vast
numbers of job-seekers and jobs, India
must be prepared to:

=% Recognise that, unlike developed

countries, Indiaisrequired tocreate avar-
iety ofjobs for the youth who may drop out
atupper primary, secondary or higher sec-
ondayy levels of school;
\{?'Sveparate, at the higher secondary
vel, the academic stream and the non-
academic stream of students based on ap-

Aye for Al, but some fear too

tj}aeﬁnd merit;
® Close the numerous ‘pass’ courses in
non-science subjects and channel the stu-

dentsto post-graduate education, STEM or

7/

{k:ll?g courses;
Massively invest in education, health-
care g environment management;
~ A Develop local/regional markets that
will produce and consume quality goods
and services supported by local or regional
banks, and not be obsessed with Big busi-
:;S)'emarkels, Bigchainsand Bigbanks;
Acknowledge that, in the present day,
MSMEsare the biggest job creatorsin India.
If Al can help MSMEs — as promised by the
Minister of Information Technology —
MSMEswill beableto create more jobs. The
CEA has noted that India needs to create
“at least 80 lakh jobs every year.” The
requiged number will be more; and
K}Roe%uire those whowill adopt Al and,
ultantly, destroyjobs, to create an equal
number ofjobs. We don’t have to agree with
MrJamie Dimon (CEO, JP Morgan Chase)
andban ‘lay-offs’. Corporate Social Respon-
sibility has infused a degree of social re-
sponsibility in businesses; that must in-
clude job-creating responsibility.

Dystopian Future




‘Cuba pulls security forces from
Venezuela amid US pressure

Reuters
Caracas, February 21

Venezuela’s Interim Presi-
dent Delcy Rodriguez has en-
trusted her protection to Vene-
zuelan bodyguards, according to
four of the sources, unlike de=
posed president Nicolas Maduro
and his predecessor, thelate
president Hugo Chavez, who
both relied on elite Cuban forces.

Venezuela’sinterim President Delcy Rodriguez and Cuban Foreign
Minister Bruno Rodriguez Padilla at a ceremony in Caracas,

Venezuela, onJanuary 8, 2026. riLe

was fundamental to weeding
out domestic opposition.

“The Cuban influence was
absolutely essential” to the sur-
vival of the Chavista govern-
ment, said Alejandro Velasco,
an associate professor of his-
tory at New York University
and an expert on Venezuela.

Inside DGCIM, some Cuban
advisers have been removed
fromtheir posts, accordingtoa
former Venezuela intelligence
official. Some of the Cuban
medical workers and security
advisers have travelled from
Venezuela to Cuba on flightsin
recent weeks, two of the



Israel airstrikes in
east Lebanon kill 8
Hezbollah members

Associated Press
Rayak, February 21

ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES on east-
ern Lebanon have killed eight
members of the militant Hez-
bollah group, including several
local officials, two officialswith
the group said Saturday.

The Lebanese Health Min-
istry putthedeathtoll at 10, but
did not distinguish between
militants and civilians.

The Hezbollah officialstold
The Associated Press that the
eight militants were Killed in
strikes near the village of Rayak
in northeast Llebanon late Fri-
day. They spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were
not-authorized to speak to the
media about such details.

The Israeli military said Sat-
urday that several members of
Hezbollah’s missile unit, in
three different command
centers in the Baalbek area in
Lebanon, were “eliminated.”

The Israeli army added that
the Hezbollah members killed

were identified “as operatingto
accelerate readiness and force
build-up processes, while plan-
ning fire attacks toward Israel.”

One of the'Hezbollah offi-
cials said that three of the dead
were local commanders and
identified them as Ali al-Mous-
sawi, Mohammed al-Moussawi
and Hussein Yaghi.

Yaghi was the son of promi-
nent Hezbollah official and one
of its founders, Mohammed
Yaghi, who died in 2023. Mo-
hammed Yaghi was alsoa close
aide to late Hezbollah leader
Hassan Nasrallah who was
killed in an Israeli airstrike in
September 2024.

Lebanon’s Health Ministry
said Saturday that Israeli strikes
on eastern Lebanon killed 10
people and wounded 24, in-
cluding three children.

Ali Abdullah, executive di-
rector of Rayak Hospital, told
the Associated Press that the
strike occurred after sunset, ad-
dingthat they have received 10
bodies and 21 wounded.



Ukraine strikes key industrial it deép in Russia

Associated Press
Kyiv, February 21

UKRAINIAN DRONES struck
an industrial site deep inside
RussiaonSaturday, whichaRus-
sian newschannel said wasakey
state-owned missile factory.

The attack in Russia's Ud-
murt Republic left 11 people
wounded, three of whom were
hospitalised, according to a
Telegram post by Sergei Bagin,
the local health minister.

“One of the republic’s facil-
ities was attacked by drones”

launched by Ukraine, regional
head Alexander Brechalov said
in another Telegram post.

He added that the strike
caused injuries and damage,
but did not identify the site or
give further details. An unoffi-
cial Russian news channel on
Telegram, Astra, said the strike
targeted the Votkinsk Machine
Building Plant, a major state de-
fence enterprise. Astrasaid its
claim was based on an analysis
of footage from residents.

There was no immediate
comment from Ukrainian

authorities.

The Votkinsk factory, more
than 1,400 kilometres (870
miles) from Ukraine, produces
Iskander ballistic missiles,
often used in strikes against
Ukraine, as well as nuclear-ca-
pable intercontinental ballistic
missiles.

Other Russian news chan-
nels posted videos and photos,
which they said were from Vot-
kinsk residents, showing black
smoke rising from an industrial
site and blown-out windows on
buildings.

Another unofficial Russian
Telegram channel, SHOT,
which often quotes contactsin
the security services, said resi-
dents of Votkinsk reported
hearingatleast three blasts dur-
ing the night, as well as what
they thought wasthe humming
of drones.

The Udmurt Republic's
main passenger airport, in the
city of Izhevsk, and airports in
other nearby regions suspended
operations early on Saturday,
according to Russia's civil avi-
ation authority, Rosaviatsiya.



