India set tojoin US-led
Pax Silica today on
sidelines of summit

Shubhajit Roy at bringing “friendly and
New Delhi, February 19 trusted” countries together to
ensure that key technologies
are safe, reliable, and not con-
trolled by hostile play.

US Under Secretary of State
for Economic Affairs Jacob
Helbergis in New Delhi for the
India AI Impact Summit.

According to the US State
Department, Pax Silicaisaimed »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



India set tojoin US-led Pax Silica

Ever since the arrival
in India, there has beeneon-
siderable dialling dewn of ten-
sions between the two coun-
tries, and the framework for the

Indo-US trade deal has been

agreed upon. Delhi’s inclusion

in the Pax Silica is an important
step towards cementing the
partnership in the new fron-
tiers of technolegy,.including
Al and semiconduetors.

The initiative, according to
the US State Department, will
also entail protecting sensitive
technologies and critical infra-
structure from undue access or
control by countries of concern
and building trusted technol-
ogy ecosystems, including In-
formation and Communica-
tion Technology systems,
fibre-optic cables, data centres,
foundational models and appli-

cations. Indiahashadconcerns
over China’sinvolvementinits
critical infrastructure such as
telecom.

India’s entry in Pax Silica
comes with considerable in-
vestments committed by US
companies in Indian Al infra-




‘PRIVATE FIRMS BEING PROVIDED DOMESTIC TECH FOR REPMs’

Production of rare-carth
magnets by yr-end: Govt

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, February 19

The minister said Hydera-
bad-based NonFerrous Ma-
terials Technology Develop-
ment Centre (NFTDC) has
developed domestic technol-
ogy and private companies are
being provided with the tech-
nology to develop REPMs.

Reddy was addressing a
conference titled, Indian criti-
cal minerallandscape: Founda-
tion for asustainable future’ or-
ganised by the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce
&Industry (FICCI).

High-strength REPMs are
crucial for awide range of tech-
nologies, from electric vehicles
and renewable energy systems
to electronics, aerospace, and

From left: Canadian High Commission’s Head of Trade and
Investment Ed Jager, Union Minister for Coal and Mines G Kishan
Reddy, and FICCI DG JyotiVij at a conference in New Delhi. ANI

Growth drivers
Reddy also said the govern-

Ongoingtalks with

US and France

“Domestic processing and
refining capacity needs to be
strengthened so that raw ma-
terial export can be stopped and
value creation happens in
India,” hesaid, addingthat “The

“We also had a discussion

ENEEONCIENIRSSINeE  with the mining minister of

France and are working to-
wardsaroad map,” Reddy said,
adding that similar discussions
are underway with a “group of
countries” — except for one, in
aveiled reference to China.
These efforts aim to create
an alternative supply chain so
that no single country can hold
a monopoly over the critical
mineral value chain, the min-
ister said. The minister’s re-
marks come at a time when
Indiaand the US have agreed on
aninterim trade deal earlier this
month. A few days ago, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
participated in the Critical Min-
erals Ministerial in Washington
DC, conveying India’s support
to the US-led FORGED (Forum
on Resource, Geostrategic En-
gagement) initiative on critical
minerals.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Switzerland’s President
announces Geneva as host
of 2027 Al Impact Summit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Mr. Parmelin, who also
met with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for bilateral
talks on Thursday on the si-
delines of the AI summit
here, said they had dis-
cussed cooperating. in in-
novation on artificial intel-
ligence, multilateral
cooperation, and trade ties
after the conclusion of the
India-EETA " trade agree-
ment in-2024.

“Switzerland is looking
forward to hosting the
2027 Al Summit in Geneva
— and to working with the
subsequent incoming host
of the 2028 AI Summit, the
United Arab Emirates, as
partner for the Geneva
Summit,” Mr. Parmelin
told presspersons at Swit-
zerland’s “Country Pavi-

ture of the world] is not
just in a few hands of big
powers,” Mr. Parmelin said
in response to a question

[
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Guy Parmelin

lion” at the Bharat Manda-
am complex after the

he added.

In a statement after his
meeting with Mr. Modi, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said both leaders had dis-
cussed the benefits of the
Trade and Economic Part-
nership Agreement (TEPA)
between India and the
four-nation European Free
Trade association (EFTA)
for bilateral trade.

“Both sides agreed to
further strengthen collabo-
ration in innovation-led
growth, joint research,
sharing of best practices,
and capacity building

through training and skill
development initiatives,”
the MEA statement said.

“It 1S very 1mportant
that we work together so
that the [technological fu-




Bill Gates withdraws from Al
Impact Summit keynote address

Hours before the scheduled speech, Gates Foundation announced the decision, stating that it will. ensure ‘focus’ on the Al
Summit’s key priorities; President of Gates Foundation’s India and Africa offices Ankur Vohra replaced him at the summit

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

I. Gates was schedule
to deliver a keynote ad-
dress at the plenary ses-
sion after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, Brazilian President
Lula, and Google CEO Sun-
dar Pichai and other chiefs
of Al global majors. He was
among the big names ex-
pected to attend the confe-
rence, and had been billed
as one of the “global vision-
aries” at the event, in the
conference publicity mate-

Bill Gates arrived in Andhra Pradesh on Monday as planned and
met with Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu. REUTERS

Gates has repeatedly de-
nied any wrongdoing and
expressed regret over his
association with the sex-
trafficking businessman,
photographs and emails
recovered from Epstein’s
computer indicate that the
two men communicated
frequently and travelled to-
gether. The records also

suggest that Mr. Gates con-
sulted Epstein over fun-
draising strategies for his
foundation.

“After careful considera-
tion, and to ensure the fo-
cus remains on the Al Sum-
mit’s key priorities, Mr.
Gates will not be delivering
his keynote address,” a
statement by the Gates
Foundation issued on
Thursday morning said,
adding that the philanthro-
pist remained “fully com-
mitted to our work in India
to advance shared health
and development goals”.

This statement put to

rest-days of confusion over
the issue.

Even before the confe-
rence began on Monday,
government departments
and the Gates Foundation
appeared to be conflicted
over whether platforming
Mr. Gates would lead to
problems over the Epstein
issue.

On Sunday, a day after
Opposition MP Priyanka
Chaturvedi appealed to the
government not to allow
Mr. Gates to speak at the
prestigious event, the Al
Impact Website dropped
his entry from the list of
global visionaries. Howev-
er, the agenda continued to
list him as a keynote speak-
er on Thursday.

Confusion prevails

Mr. Gates arrived in And-
hra Pradesh on Monday as
planned and met with
Chief Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu and discussed
a number of projects in-
cluding the Amravati city
project. In Delhi on Tues-
day, government sources
told presspersons that Al
summit organisers had a

rethink and decided Mr.
Gates would be dropped
from the speaker line-up.
However, the Gates Foun-
dation insisted there was
no such plan, and that he
would deliver the keynote
as per the agenda.

To questions at a press
conference, Minister of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology (MeitY)
Ashwini Vaishnaw gave an
evasive response.

“Regarding who'’s at-
tending, who’s not attend-
ing... that’s personal choic-
es which people make,
[about] which we should
not comment, and I need
not comment on that. If

you want to comment, you
can comment on your
own. But I don’t want to
comment on it,” he said.




Unresolved India-China
boundary is affecting ties,
says General Naravane

Kallol Bhattacherjee
DIBRUGARH

(retd.). Speaking on his
newly published novel The
Cantonment Conspiracy: A
Military Thriller at the Di-
brugarh University Inter-
national Literature Festival
(DUILF) on Thursday, the
former chief of the Indian
Army said that the India-
China boundary remains
“nebulous” and India has
always emphasised that it
will not tolerate “unilateral
use of force” by China.

®

It's not that boundary
issues cannot be
resolved. It can be resolved

but it has to be resolved through
dialogue and discussion

GEN. MANQOJ MUKUND NARAVANE (Retd.)

Former Army chief

Comparing the India-
China boundary with the
India-Bangladesh border,
Mr. Naravane said: “The In-
dia-Bangladesh border is
recognised by both the
countries and marked on
the map. The India-China
border is notional.”

vane,

emphasising that
these clashes can be avoid-
ed as there are a number of
agreements between the
two countries to prevent
escalation of

such

The reporter 1s being
hosted by DUILF where he
is a guest speaker)




SC slams unchecked freebies,
questions ‘appeasement’

Top court says States must prioritise welfare and development over largesse; asks if they have a

tested mechanism to distribute welfare effectively to those who actually need a ‘helping hand’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, heading a three-
judge Bench, said States,
even those that are reve-
nue-surplus, must priori-
tise welfare and develop-
ment

over irrational

The court said largesse
was distributed in such a
way that the most affluent
et them first.

Is it not your obligation to
spend money to develop

\ infrastructure, roads, hospitals,
’ Q’ schools, medical colleges? Instead,
you keep giving Scooties, you
distribute clothes, food at the time
of elections. Whatis happening in
this country?
SURYA KANT, Chief Justice of India

state’s duty to extend a
helping hand to them. That

The Bench, including
Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M. Pancholi, was
hearing a writ petition filed
by Tamil Nadu Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Li-

mited (TNPDCL), repre-
sented by senior advocates
Gopal Subramanium and
P. Wilson, challenging the
constitutional validity of

Rule 23 of the Electricity
(Amendment) Act, 2024.

The senior counsel sa1

Rule 23 would financially
stretch the State govern-
ment to such an extent that
it would have to pass on
the tariff burden to the
consumers.

“The Rule, if imple-
mented, would result in an
exponential tariff shock,
adversely affecting elec-
tricity consumers and
placing an unsustainable
burden on the public ex-
chequer,” the TNPDCL pe-
tition submitted.




Assamese people will

get minority tag after
2027 Census, says CM

The Hindu Bureau

GUWAHATI

Speaking during the

motion of thanks on the
Governor’s address in the
Assembly, he said the State
was going through a “very
dark period” of demo-
graphic change.

“Today, people from
[western Assam’s Muslim-
dominated] Dhubri, as well

as Majuli [the hub of neo-

Vaishnav culture], call me
up to say they are safe and
secure. We are marching
towards [being a] minority,
but just one lamp is giving
light and courage,” he said,
alluding to the BJP.

The ruling party has
been vocal about protect-
ing the election-bound
State from “Miya” people,
a pejorative term for Mus-
lims with origins in pre-
sent-day Bangladesh.

Earlier, the Chief Minis-
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Himanta Biswa Sarma said the
State is going through a ‘very
dark period’ of demographic
change. FILE PHOTO

The BJP often cites the
example of Dhubri and a
few other districts to high-
light a “demographic

shift”. The party claims
that the number of Muslim-
majority districts in the
State is now at least 11.



SIR in 22 States and UTs
expected from April: EC

Poll body directs Chief Electoral Officers in States, UTs to complete preparatory work for special

intensive revision; EC in talks with Census authorities on using resources in a staggered manner

Sreeparna Chakraba
NEW DELHI

he Election Com-

mission (EC) has in-

formed State poll
authorities that the special
intensive revision (SIR) of
voter lists in the 22 States
and Union Territories,
where it has not yet been
conducted, is expected to
begin in April.

The 22 remaining States
and U.T.s are Andhra Pra-
desh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Chandigarh, Dadra and Na-
gar Haveli and Daman and
Diu, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Ladakh, Maharashtra, Ma-
nipur, Meghalaya,. Mizo-
ram, Nagaland, the Nation-
al Capital Territory of
Delhi, Odisha, Punjab, Sik-
kim, Tripura, Telangana,
and Uttarakhand.

People waiting during hearings under the special intensive revision

o A

of electoral rollsin Nadia, West Bengal. PTI

In a letter to the Chief
Electoral Officers of these
States and UT.s, the EC
asked them to complete all
preparatory work related
to the SIR at the earliest, as
the exercise “is expected
to start from April 2026”.
This preparatory work in-
cludes mapping the exist-
ing voters with the electo-
ral roll of 2002-2004,

when the last SIR was con-
ducted, and training
booth-level officers (BLOs)
to carry out the exercise.

Census and SIR

While announcing the

schedule, the EC will have

to factor in the Census ex-

ercise, which is also sche-

duled to begin in April.
The first phase of the

Population Census 2027,
the house listing opera-
tion, is scheduled to begin
on April 1, with the deploy-
ment of 30 lakh enumera-
tors, most of whom are
teachers from government
schools. However, the
BLOs who carry out the
door-to-door enumeration
for the SIR are also largely
government school
teachers.

Sources had earlier indi-
cated that the poll body
had held meetings with the
Registrar General of India
as well as the Census Com-
missioner over how to use
the common pool of admi-
nistrative resources in a
staggered manner for both
the SIR and the Census.

CONTINUED ON
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Inside the rise of Unitree, glimpse
into China’s growing tech ambitions

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

It’s been an eventful week
for the Chinese robotics
firm Unitree, which has
managed to find itself at
the centre of national con-
versations both in China
and in India.

First, in the country
where it is based, Unitree’s
latest humanoid robots
made a stunning splash on
February 16, performing
complicated martial arts
on China’s most watched
television spectacle, the
annual Chinese New Year
gala that is watched by
more than half a billion
people.

Then, days later, one of
Unitree’s older robotic mo-
dels, a quadruped “robo
dog”, unwittingly found it-
self in the headlines be-
cause of a display by the
private Galgotias Universi-
ty at the ongoing Al Impact
Summit in New Delhi. The
university was forced to
close its stall after it
emerged that, what some
of its representatives
claimed was a home-
grown design, turned out
to be-a Unitree Go2 qua-
druped. A model of the
Go2 canbe purchased on-
line for $1,600.

Unitree, a private com-
pany started by tech entre-
preneur Wang Xinxing (36)
who designed his first ro-
bot at university, said this
week it plans to sell as ma-
ny as 20,000 humanoid ro-

A Unitree Robotics humanoid
robot takes part in a 400m race
in Beijing. REUTERS

bots this year, an almost
four-fold rise from 2025.
The company’s name de-
rives from “universe” and
“tree”, according to  a
South China Morning Post
report, taken from.a popu-
lar Chinese phrase “light-
ing up thetechnology
tree”. The February 16 dis-
play of its latest-fully auto-
nomous Gl robot stirred
wide attention in China, re-
presenting a significant im-
provement from a display
only one year ago where
robots performed largely
stiff hand-waving motions.
This year, they displayed
martial arts and punched
and kicked with flexibility.
Mr. Wang’s latest kung fu-
performing humanoid ro-
bots, he told state media
this week, “lay the ground-
work for future robot de-
ployment” in a range of
scenarios.

Unitree, in fact, is only
one among many robotics
firms reshaping the coun-
try’s tech landscape. As the
Post reported, the coun-

try’s share of the global ro-
botics market last year was
40%, and the domestic
market is expected to grow
from $47 billion in 2024 to
$108 billion in 2028. Un-
itree and AgiBot lead the
pack of a stunning
7,40,000 reported firms in
the robotics field in a high-
ly competitive - market-
place. The competition is
so fierce that Chinese me-
dia reported that Unitree
and AgiBot had entered a
bidding war to showcase
their products in the New
Year programme offering
more than $10 million to
do so (reports the compa-
nies have denied).

Rapid expansion
As with China’s congested
Electric Vehicles market,
Chinese analysts are con-
cerned that the rapid and
unbridled expansion may
see many of these firms
struggle to compete or
even survive. Robotics is
among industries priori-
tised in the country’s 15th
five-year plan (2026-30),
set to be approved next
month. In October, the
Communist Party Central
Committee approved re-
commendations for the
plan, calling for “faster
progress in securing break-
throughs in core technolo-
gies in key fields” and to
“redouble efforts to deve-
lop emerging pillar
industries”.

“We should launch in-
dustrial innovation pro-

jects and make. integrated
moves to construct innova-
tion facilities,  advance
technological research and
development (R&D), and
promote product upgrad-
ing,” the document said, al-
so calling to “accelerate the
development of industrial
clusters in strategic emerg-
ing fields”. It also called for
exploring “market regula-
tion rules and work to fos-
ter new drivers of econom-
ic growth.

Unitree’s rise reflects
how quickly China’s tech
space is evolving. Its foun-
der, Mr. Wang, developed
his first prototype only ten
years ago when he was in
university, and spent, ac-
cording to Chinese media
reports, only 20,000 Yuan
(then around %2 lakh) on
developing his first model,
a quadruped robot. That
model won him a grant of
80,000 Yuan from a com-
petition in Zhejiang pro-
vince, where he was en-
rolled at the Zhejiang
Sci-Tech University.

Another model he deve-
loped when pursuing his
master’s in  Shanghai
brought him national at-
tention at a time when Chi-
na had begun an intense
“Made in China 2025” plan
to upgrade industries and
boost innovation, releasing
a flood of funding to un-
iversities and provincial go-
vernments. This drive has
both spurred innovation
and fuelled the rise of com-
panies like Unitree.



Iran, U.S. boost military posture
amid rising tensions in West Asia

Trump to reportedly consider whether tolaunch an attack on Iran

soon; Khamenei urges Iranians to resist external aggression, quoting a Koran verse; talks.in Geneva make little progress

craft carrier is expected to
reach the Mediterranean
Sea next week.

Stanly Johny

Preparations afoot: Members of the Iranian Army attend a joint
naval exercise of Iran and Russia in Iran on Thursday. REUTERS

sides had made “progress”
in talks and agreed on
“guiding principles” for fu-
ture talks. But the Ameri-
cans were less optimistic.
Vice-President J.D. Vance
said in an interview that
“gaps remain” between the
two sides.

Iran has said it would
negotiate only about its nu-
clear programme, while
the U.S., according to Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio, wants to put Iran’s
missile programme and its
support for regional non-
state allies also on the

U.S. media reported on
Wednesday that President
Donald Trump would de-
cide whether to strike Iran
or not as soon as this wee-
kend. The U.S. has de-
ployed one aircraft carrier
and dozens of fighter jets,
warships, guided  des-
troyers, fuel tankers and
missile defence systems to
the region. A second air-

Iran and the U.S. held a
second round of talks on
February 17 in Geneva un-
der Oman’s mediation.
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Aragchi had said both

agenda. The U.S. also

wants Iran to end uranium

enrichment completely.
Mohammad Eslami,

head of the Atomic Energy
Organisation of Iran, said
on Thursday that Iran
would not abandon its

n June, .S. joine
Israel to attack Iran’s nu-
clear facilities. Mr. Trump
then claimed that the U.S.
“obliterated” Iran’s nu-
clear programme. Earlier
this year, he asked Iran to
make a deal over its nu-
clear programme or face




Former South Korean
President Yoon gets
life term for imposing
martial law in 2024

Associated Press
Seoul, South Korea

The conservative leader was
ousted from office after he de-
clared martial law and sent
troopstosurround the National
Assembly on Dec. 3, 2024, in a
baffling attempt to overcome a
legislature controlled by his lib-
eral opponents.

Judge Jee Kui-youn of the
Seoul CentralDistrict Court said
he found Yoon, 65, guilty of re-
bellion for mobilizing military
andpolice forcesin anillegal at-
tempt to seize the Assembly, ar-
rest political opponents and es-
tablish unchecked power for an
indefinite period.

As lawmakers rushed tothe

Former President Yoon Suk Yeol
attends a hearing at the
Constitutional Courtin Seoul
on February 11, 2025. fiLe

National Assembly, Yoon’s
martial law command issued a
proclamation declaring sweep-
ing powers, including suspend-
ing political activities, control-
ling the media and
publications, and allowing ar-
A




