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Maharashtra govt.

revokes 5% quota
for Muslims in State

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has revoked its old
order granting 5% reserva-
tion to the Backward Class
members of the Muslim
community in the State.

2014 decision

Bot
challenged in the Bombay

€CIS10NS  wWere

High Court, even as the go-
vernment promulgated
two ordinances in the mat-
ter.

‘rathas, and reservation for

Ovuslimswingjobs; it ob-
served themeediforTeser-

—

After the 2014 Maha-
rashtra Assembly election,
when the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) came to power
in the State, it failed to pro-
mulgate a law_before the
ordinances. lapsed. The-
reafter, the community did
not receive any benefits
under the reservation.

‘Anti-minority govt.’
The  Opposition  has
slammed the government
as “anti-minority”.

Prithviraj Chavan, who
implemented the decision
as the Maharashtra Chief
Minister in 2014, asked
why the BJP had scrapped
the decision soon after the
demise of Ajit Pawar, des-
pite knowing that Ajit Pa-
war had taken the decision
in 2014 as the Deputy Chief
Minister then. “Does Ajit
Pawar’s party not stand for
Muslim reservation any-
more,” Mr. Chavan asked
on Wednesday.

Congress leader Amin
Patel, who has raised the
issue several times in the
legislature, said the go-
vernment should have
brought in a law for reser-
vation to Muslim Backward
Class in the field of educa-

tion as it was “essential for
nation-building”.



DGCA proposes swift ban
on disruptive passengers

Airlines will be able to ban unruly passengers for 30 days without any referral under the proposed

amendments to the Civil Aviation Requirement; regulator invites comments from stakeholders

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA)

has proposed amend-
ments to the Civil Aviation
Requirement provisions
governing the handling of
unruly or disruptive pas-
sengers, emphasising that
even a single disruptive
passenger can jeopardise
safety on board and-adver-
sely affect flight
operations.

Aerial decorum

Under the proposed revision, airlines would be authorised to
impose a flying ban not exceeding 30 days onipassengers found
guilty of disruptive behaviour during a flight without prior
referral to the existing independent committee mechanism

Disruptive acts include:

= Consumption of alcohol'on'domestic flights

= Smoking on board
= Tampering with emergency exits

= Engaging in protests or sloganeering ——
= Unruly conductarising from intoxication s
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While airlines will inform the DGCA about any flying ban

imposed and maintain a database of such passengers, the ban
does not add passengers to the regulator’s official No Fly List

The DGCA said the defi-
nition of disruptive acts in-
cluded smoking on board,
consumption of alcohol on

domestic flights, tamper

ing with emergency exits,
unauthorised use of life-

saving equipment such as
life jackets, engaging in
protests or sloganeering,
and unruly conduct arising
from intoxication. Addi-
tionally, screaming, caus-
ing annoyance to fellow
passengers, and kicking or
banging seat backs or tray
tables have also been cate-
gorised as disruptive beha-
viour. Airlines will be re-

1

quired to maintain a
database of such passen-
gers and inform the DGCA
about any flying ban im-
posed. However, passen-
gers banned under this
provision would not be in-
cluded in the regulator’s
official No Fly List.

The aviation regulator
has invited comments
from stakeholders on the
proposed amendments is-
sued under Rule 133A of
the Aircraft Rules, 1937.

Currently, airlines must
refer cases of disruptive
conduct to an independent
committee. The committee
is required to examine the
matter and give its decision
within 45 days before a fly-
ing ban can be enforced.
The revision seeks to
streamline the process,
enabling airlines to act
swiftly in the interest of
passenger safety.




Al for people, applying technology for social good

rtificial intelligence (AI) is rapidly
A transforming our lives, including how we

work. The question is not whether Al will
change jobs — it already does — but whether this
transformation will be shaped in ways that
advance social justice, decent work and shared
prosperity. As India hosts the Al Impact Summit
in New Delhi — the first of its kind in the Global
South, coinciding with the World Day of Social
Justice observed on February 20 — we take the
opportunity to call for a human-centred Al that
serves people and drives inclusive social
development.

By its scale and impact, India’s Al journey
stands at a critical moment, offering a compelling
laboratory for what lies ahead. The country now
has the world’s largest share of monthly active
users of the ChatGPT mobile application and one
of the largest user bases for advanced Al
platforms. By 2030, Al could generate more than
three million new technology jobs in India while
reshaping over 10 million existing ones. India
illustrates both the scale of transformation and
the promise of responsible Al deployment for
social justice, job creation, economic inclusion
and growth.

Divided discourse

Globally, debates on Al are increasingly polarised.

Some narratives emphasise the potential for
surging productivity growth, while others focus
on job losses, rising inequality and governance
gaps. Yet, both perspectives overlook a
fundamental truth: technology alone does not
determine outcomes, human beings do. This is.
why the way Al is governed — through inclusive
institutions, social dialogue and democratic
participation — matters as much as the
technology itself.

When deployed inclusively and responsibly, Al
can help reduce inequalities, expand access to
training, employment and social protection, and
improve workplace safety and conditions —
benefiting workers and enterprises alike. To
support this agenda, the International Labour
Organization (ILO) is working together with India
and other partners of the Global Coalition for
Social Justice, which includes a global network of
Al observatories to strengthen evidence and
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support decision-making. Evidence from the ILO
— the leading normative agency on labour
standards — suggests that Al will profoundly
reshape the world of work, not by replacing jobs
wholesale, but by transforming roles in ways that
can enhance productivity, drive innovation and
improve organisational performance. Around one
in four workers globally is employed in
occupations with some level of exposure to
generative Al, yet more roles are likely to be
transformed rather than replaced. To maximise
these opportunities, effective policy and
governance frameworks are essential, along with
meaningful worker participation and strong
social dialogue to ensure that innovation
promotes equitable and inclusive outcomes
across the world of work.

Tech for good, Al impact

There are compelling examples of how
technologies, including Al, can
strengthen social justice and decent
work. For instance, India’s e-Shram
platform, which enables over 315
million informal workers to register
for social protection schemes. With
the ILO’s technical collaboration on
the inclusion of major central and
states schemes, India has increased its social
protection coverage from 19% in 2015 to 64.3% in
2025. Building on this success, major
investments, such as Microsoft’s $17.5 billion
commitment to Al diffusion, are supporting the
integration of Al into e-Shram and the National
Career Service portal. This approach has the
potential to benefit India’s informal workers by
improving access to jobs, skills development and
social protection.

Aligned with the vision of leveraging Al for
inclusive and human-centred development, the
Government of India has been proactive in
preparing the country for the future of work by
advancing transformative technologies through
initiatives such as the AI Mission, National
Quantum Mission, Anusandhan National
Research Fund and the Research, Development
and Innovation Fund.

Recognising that technological progress must
translate into inclusive growth and quality
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IN FOCUS

employment, the Union Budget 2026-27 has
announced the formation of a High-Powered
‘Education to Employment and Enterprise’
Standing Committee to assess the impact of
emerging technologies, including Al on
employment and skill requirements. It will also
recommend targeted measures to embed Al
education, from the school-level onwards, and
enable Al-driven matching of workers with jobs
and training opportunities. Through these
forward-looking measures, India is positioning
itself not only to harness Al for social good
domestically but also to serve as a model for the
Global South in building an inclusive,
future-ready digital economy.

Al access remains unequal

Al exposure around the world is, however,
uneven with persistent gaps in access to
technology and skills across regions and within
countries, genders, age groups and
social categories. In low-income
countries, only about 11.5% of
employment is exposed to generative
Al, compared with roughly one-third
in high-income economies. These
differences reflect variations in
economic structures and underscore
the need for tailored policy approaches rather
than one-size-fits-all solutions. Targeted public
investment in skills development, digital
infrastructure and social protection, alongside
international collaboration and solidarity, are
essential to ensure that Al fosters greater
inclusion and expands opportunity across all
countries.

The convergence of the Al Impact Summit and
the World Day of Social Justice is a reminder that
technology should primarily serve workers and
societies. Al is moving faster than our institutions,
but it does not absolve us from our collective
responsibility. The task ahead is to align
technological ambition with social purpose so
that innovation strengthens trust, inclusion and
dignity at work. Through such an approach, Al
will not only reaffirm why work matters but also
its intrinsic value as a source of dignity and social
cohesion, and its fundamental role in building
peaceful and socially just societies.



India stays out of statement
criticising Israel’s actions

Centre’s decision not to sign the declaration is seen as linked to Modi's upcoming visit to Israel;

Israel’s Parliament has passed several plans to tighten control over West Bank in last few months

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

-

the flip-flop and the deci-
sions to stay away from
both the joint statement
and the Board of Peace
meetings are seen as linked
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s upcoming visit
to Israel on February 25-
26, observers say.

‘Condemn move’
The joint statement was is-
sued at a “stakeout” on
Tuesday, and it was read
out by the Palestinian Am-
bassador to the UN,
flanked by diplomats from
dozens of countries that
co-signed the document.

More than a policy shift,

Shifting lines: Heavy machinery demolishes a Palestinian building
near Hebron in Israeli-occupied West Bank on Wednesday. REUTERS
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“We underline in this re-
gard our strong opposition
to any form of annexa-
tion,” Mr. Mansour said,
adding that the statement
rejected all measures
“aimed at altering the de-
mographic composition,
character and status of the
Palestinian territory occu-
pied since 1967, including

Among the measures
are the removal of restric-

tions on the acquisition of
land by outsiders and the
checking of documenta-
tion for those currently liv-
ing on the land.

ndia’s re to join the
statement signed by many
significant states was criti-
cised by diplomats on so-
cial media.

Former Ambassador to
Iran K.C. Singh called it
“regrettable that India has
chosen Israeli corner so
blatantly” and questioned
whether the move was also
linked to help India’s ties
with the U.S.

Nirupama Menon Rao, re-
ferring to India’s normal
positions on the Israel-Pal-
estine conflict.




Order on 18% U.S. tarifts
likely in ‘3-4 days’: sources

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

.S. President Do-
U nald Trump can re-
duce tariffs on im-

ports from India to 18%
from the current 25% with-
out issuing a fresh Execu-
tive Order, said senior offi-
cial in the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

ey have their own
processes that take time,”

Instead, Mr. Trump can lce melts: U.S. President Donald Trump shakes hands with Indian and these are reciprocal ta-
simply update the U.S. Fed- . Prime Minister Narendra Modi at White House, U.S. FILE REUTERS riffs that need to be re-
eral Register with the new duced,” the official told

14384, which removed the
25% penal tariffs linked to
India’s import of Russian
oil from February 7. In an
interview to The Hindu on
February 9, Commerce Mi-

tariffs, the official ex-
plained, adding this should
take place in “3-4 days”.

Mr. Trump on February
6 issued Executive Order




Nordic states move to
deepen Greenland ties
after Trump threats

EXPLAINED

Helsinki Treaty
may be rewritten

Reuters
Copenhagen, February 18

The Helsinki Treaty update
will give equal forum status
to Greenland, the Faroe
Islands andAland. They will
join security and policy
talks: A commission will re-
write the treaty to grant
rights, boosting Nordic
cooperation with Denmark
ondefence, diplomacyand
stronger economicties.

the format.

enmark's minister
for Nordic cooperation, Morten
Dahlin, said in a statement.

The autonomous regions i-
have for decades sought equal

status in the Nordic forum, but

“The process surrounding

were Kept out of meetings fo-
cusing on security and related
matters such as the war in
Ukraine, leading Greenland's
government in 2024 to boycott

the Helsinki Treaty will be deci-
sive in determining whether
Greenland can be recognised as
an equal partner in Nordic co-
operation,” Motzfeldt said.



With its strong

presence, kurope
gives India a vote
of ‘Al confidence’

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, February 18

WITH PRIME Minister Nar-
endra Modi slated toinaugurate
theleaders’ segment ofthe India
AlIlmpact Summiton Thursday,
the strong European participa-
tion at the event is a major take-

\/Besides two deputy PM-le-
vel leaders from the UK and
Sweden and 12 ministerial-level
dignitaries from Germany;, Italy,
EU, Portugal, Belgium, Ireland,
Austria, Cyprus, Norway, Ice-
land, Latvia, Lithuania and one
deputy Speaker from Hungary
— a total.of 26'/European nati-
ons have been officially repre-
sented.

Modi met Spanish President
Pedro Sanchez on Wednesday
and hailed AI as a transfor-
mative force and underlined the
need for closer India-Spain co-
operation to leverage its poten-
tial for inclusive development.

The Spanish President said
the Al Impact Summit could
emerge as a turning point in
shaping a global framework for
Al. The two leaders also dis-
cussed boosting bilateral coop-
eration in defence, trade and
critical energy sectors. Modi
heldbilateral talks with Sanchez
and several otherleadersinclud-
ing his counterparts from Fin-
land, Croatia, Bhutan and Ka-
zakhstan aswell as presidents of
Estonia and Serbia on the mar-
gins of the summit.

An Indian readout said
President Sanchez highlighted
the importance of the’Al Sum-
mit and expressed confidence
that its outcomes would con-
tribute meaningfully toshaping
global AT governance.

” it said.

Thisisthelargest European
delegation to any technology-
centric event in India.

The EUleaders and their rep-
resentatives, in official talks,
have conveyed their unanimous
support to the early implemen-
tation of theIndia-EU FTA. They
have assured their support for its
early ratification in the Euro-
pean Council and European Par-
liament, officials said.




Pakistan extends
airspace closure
to Indian airlines
until March 24

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 18

With the relations between

New Delhi and Islamabad wor-
sening after the’Pahalgam ter-
ror attack, Pakistan closed its
airspace on April 24. Initially
for-one month, the closure
banned Indian aircraft and air-
lines from overflying Pakistan.
Indiaresponded on April 30 by
closingits airspace to Pakistani
aircraft and airlines. Since then,
both countries have extended
airspace closures for each
other’sairlines and aircraft one
month at atime.

Pakistan hasissued its latest
NOTAM extending the airspace
closure a few days before the
February 24 expiration of the
earlier notice. India’s current
ban on Pakistani aircraftis also

With therelations
between New Delhi
and Islamabad
worseningdafter
Pahalgamattack,
Pakistan closed its
airspaceonApril 24.
Indiarespondedon
April30 by closingits
airspaceto Pakistani
aircraft and airlines

set to expire on February 24,
and India’s aviation authorities
are expected to issue a fresh
NOTAM to extend the closure
by another month before the
current notice lapses.

Around 800 weekly
flights—departures and arri-
vals—operated by Indian air-
lines have been affected due to
the closure of Pakistani air-
space. Thisleadsto operational
challengeslike increased flight
durations, higher fuel con-
sumption and increased com-
plexity in crew and flight sche-
duling. In some cases, flights
are forced to take refueling
stops overseas; flights on some
routes have also Dbeen
suspended.



India stays out of statement
criticising Israel’s actions

Centre’s decision not to sign the declaration is seen as linked to Modi's upcoming visit to Israel;

Israel’s Parliament has passed several plans to tighten control over West Bank in last few months

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia has stayed outjof
la joint statement/is-

sued by 85 counffties

cising Israel’s latest
to tighten control

The statement
dorsed by the
Arab States; the European
Union; BRICS/ founder
members Rusgia, China,
Brazil, and S¢uth Africa;
India’s Quad partners Aus-
tralia and /Japan; and
neighbourigg countries,
including Bangladesh, the
Maldives, /Mauritius, and
Pakistan./ It came just
ahead offa UN meeting on
and the U.S.-led
Board pf Peace meeting in
Washington on Thursday:

India’s decision is a de-
parture from previous po-
sitions, particularly.its vote
at the UN in October 2025
criticising Israel’s illegal
annexation of Palestinian
territory, and the Delhi De-
claration on January 31,
2026 that supported a Pal-
estinian state based on
“1967 borders”.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry declined to com-
ment on the reasons for In-
dia’s stance.

More than a policy shift,

—

the flip-flop and the deci-
sions to stgy away from
both the jgint statement
and the Bpard of Peace
meetings aje seen as linked
to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’§ upcoming visit
to Israel pn February 25-
26, obseryers say.

‘Conderin move’

The joinf statement was is-
sued aff a “stakeout” on
Tuesday, and it was read
out by fhe Palestinian Am-
bassador to the UN,
flankefl by diplomats from
dozerfs of countries that
co-sighed the document.
“We strongly condemn
unildgteral Israeli decisions
and jneasures aimed at ex-
panfding Israel’s unlawful
presence in the West
Riyad Mansour

Bank,”
said.

Shifting lines: Heavy machinery demolishes a Palestinian uilding
near Hebron in [praeli-occupied West Bank on Wednesday. JEUTERS
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“We underline ij this re-
gard our strong opposition
to any form off annexa-
tion,” Mr. Manspur said,
adding that the ftatement
rejected all Jmeasures
“aimed at alterfng the de-
mographic cgmposition,
character and ptatus of the
Palestinian tefritory occu-
pied since 1957, including
East Jerusalemn”

Over thg past few
months, follbwing the cea-
sefire in Ggza, the Israeli
Knesset hag passed a num-
ber of plaps to tighten its
control oper land in the
Palestiniah West Bank’s “A”
and “B” 4reas, which have
been adjninistered by the
Palestinjan Authority since
the Osfo Accords (1993-
1995).

Am¢ng the measures
are the removal of restric-

tions on the acquisition of
land by outsiders and the
checking of documenta-
tion for those currently liv-
ing on the land.
“Such measures
international law,

the Comprehensiyje Plan
and jeopardise tlfe pros-
pect of reaching fa peace
agreement ending the con-
flict,” the statemet said.
India’s refusal fo join the
statement signel by many
significant statef was criti-
cised by diploghats on so-
cial media.

linked to help India’s ties
with the U.§.

“Strategic  autonomy
was meart to expand In-

tive positions al-

formeJ Foreign Secretary
Nirupama Menon Rao, re-
ferring to India’s normal
positions on the Israel-Pal-
estine conflict.



Bangladesh signals
reset in India cricket
ties atter WC boycott

Mihir Vasavda
& Shubhajit Roy Business as Usual
Mumbai, New Delhi, By EP UNNY
February18
They all belong
to the good old
handshaking era

Relations between the two
neighbours had worsened after

theBangladesh cricketteamde-  going 2026 T20 World Cup, cit-
clined to travel to India for its ing security concerns. The
group-stage fixtures at the on- »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2




Bangladesh signals resetin India cricket ties

move was in response to IPL
franchise Kolkata Knight Riders
releasing Bangladesh bowler
Mustafizur Rahman from their
team on the BCCI'sdirections.

“After attending the oath-
taking ceremony, I met with the
Deputy High Commissioner of
Indiaatthe Parliamentbuilding,
I discussed this matter (T20
World Cup) with him. He was
very friendly, and I also spoke to
him in a friendly manner,”
Haque was quoted as saying by
The Daily Star.

Haque emphasised that
Dhaka is keen to resolve all dis-
putes. “I told him that we want
to resolve this issue quickly
through discussions because we
want to maintain friendly rela-
tions with all our neighboring
countries. From sports to all
other sectors, we want to build a

EXPLAINED

Thaw after freeze

With the new BNP govern-
mentin Dhakareaching
outtoIndia, the Bangl-
adesh Sports Minister’s
conciliatory remarks
open the door for renewed
cooperation between
BCCIand BCB.

sincere and cordial relation-
ship,” he said.

Reflecting on Bangladesh’s
absence from the global tourna-
ment; Haque — the former na-
tional football captain — at-
tributed the decision tostrained
ties. “You know that because of

diplomatic complications, we
could not play in the World Cup.
If those issues had been dis-
cussed and settled earlier, our
teamumight have participated,”
hesaid.

Followingitselection victory,
the new Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) government hasin-
dicated that it wants to recali-
brate ties. Besides, there is a
sense in Dhaka that the interim
government under Prof Mo-
hammad Yunus mishandled the
situation by boycotting the
World Cup. Although thereisre-
sentment over Mustafizur’s ex-
clusion from the IPL, and India
forwhatisperceivedtobeanin-
appropriate response, the boy-
cott decision is being seen as
counterproductive.

Meanwhile, the Sports Min-
ister also questioned the legit-

imacy of the recent BCB polls, in-
directly questioning the stand-
ing of board president Aminul
Islam. “Regarding the cricket
board election, Thave said before
and I still say that it was ques-
tionable,” Haque said.

“Look, this matter is regu-
lated by the ICC. Within the
framework of the law and regu-
lations, whatever needs to be
done will be addressed through
discussions. After sitting down
and reviewingeverything prop-
erly, Iwill comment further,” he
said.

The Daily Star also reported
that the BCB president Aminul
Islam Bulbul had left the
country citing personal reasons
while theboard's CEO Nizamud-
din Chowdhury hasdeparted for
Australiatojoin his family resid-
ing there.



