India’s first private sector

helicopter FAL by Tata,
Airbus opensin Karnataka

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 17

seen as a big boost to aircraft
manufacturing in India, was

While Modi and Macronin-
augurated the facility virtually
from Mumbai, Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, Civil Avi-
ation Minister KRammohan
Naidu, and Eranee’s Minister of
the Armed Foreesand Veterans
AffairsCatherine Vautrin, were
resent at the FAL site for the
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EXPLAINED

H125M may replace
Chetak,Cheetah

Although the H125is prima-
rily acivil helicopter, plans
now also include a military
version, H125M, tobe
offered out of the Indian fac-
tory with high levels of indi-
genised componentsand
technologies. Airbus seesit
asan ‘ideal successor’to
Cheetah and Chetak
helicopters used by the
Indian armed forces

hese heli-
copters were a result of an in-
dustrial collaboration agree-

X/ @TATAADVANCED

mentdatingback over 60 years
between Airbus and govern-
ment undertaking Hindustan
Aeronautics.

Moreover, civil helicopter
use in India lags many other
countries where choppers are
routinely used for a number of
purposes. India’s massive
population and notable econ-
omic growth make itanattract-
ive potential market for in-
creased civil helicopter use.

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Indian Army puts up a show with
homegrown dual-use Al systems

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Indian Army said it
showcased several key sys-
tems, including Al Examin-
er, an automated assess-
ment and  feedback
platform aimed at moder-

New technology: The Armyuses Al to counter cyberthreats
targeting critical infrastructure. X/@INDIANARMY.ADGPI

nising education and train-
ing frameworks. Another
major highlight was SAM-
UN, a geospatial and Al-en-
abled situational aware-
ness system designed for
mission planning, disaster
response and integration
with smart command
centres.

In the security domain,
the Army demonstrated
XFace, an Al-powered fa-

cial recognition system for
identity verification, along
with advanced Deepfake
Detection and Al Cyber Se-
curity Systems to counter
synthetic media manipula-
tion, malware and evolving
cyber threats targeting crit-
ical infrastructure.

The technologies on dis-
play included Nabh Drish-
ti, a mobile telemetry-
based real-time reporting
and visualisation platform;
an Al-enabled Driver Fa-
tigue Detection device for
real-time drowsiness
alerts; a portable Al-in-a-
Box solution designed for
deployment in remote or
disconnected environ-

ments; and an Al-powered
Vehicle Tracking System
for fleet monitoring and lo-




Political leaders, officials
must foster fraternity: SC

Top court takes note of statements that ‘stigmatise’ entire communities, legitimise ‘discriminatory

governance’; it emphasises need for restraint in public comments by constitutional functionaries

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

olitical leaders
P must foster frater-
nity and high pu-

blic office-holders should
live up to the ideals of the
Constitution, the Supreme
Court said on Tuesday.

The court was hearing a
petition highlighting in-
stances of Chief Ministers,
senior bureaucrats, and
police officers making pu-
blic statements that stigma-
tise entire communities,
legitimise discriminatory
governance, and erode pu-
blic confidence in the
state’s commitment to
equal citizenship.

“We would like to im-
press upon all political par-
ties to follow the principles
of constitutional morality,
values, mutual respect,
and self-respect. This is.a
more than 75-year-old ma-
ture democracy; we do not
expect people to behave
like this,” Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant, heading
a three-judge Bench, ob-
served orally.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna
advocated the need to “res-
train” discriminatory and
communally divisive pu-
blic speeches “from all
sides”.

“Political leaders must

Q Thereis a
need to

restrain discrimina-
tory and communally
divisive public

@, speeches

- ’: from all sides
i

~ BV.
NAGARATHNA

Supreme Court
Judge

ultimately foster fraternity
in the country,” Justice
Nagarathna remarked.

However, she. pointed
out that ‘the origin of
speech was thought. “How
can we control thought?”
said the judge.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal and advocate Fuzail
Ahmad Ayyubi, appearing
for petitioner-activist Roop
Rekha Verma, said the
court could certainly con-
trol the “consequences of
thought” by laying down
guidelines to govern public
speech by constitutional
functionaries, so as to en-
sure fidelity to constitu-
tional morality, without
imposing prior restraint or
censorship. “We have to do
something now,” Mr. Sibal
urged the court.

The court said it was
keen to lay down guide-

Q We would
like to
impress upon
all political parties
to follow the princi-
ples of con-
stitutional
_amorality

SURYA KANT
Chief Justice
of India

lines but noted that the pe-
tition seemed to name per-
sonalities only from a
particular political party.

Political thicket

The Bench indicated that
the court did not want to
enter the political thicket,
following which Mr. Sibal
sought two weeks to modi-
fy the petition.

Chief Justice Kant said
the petition has raised a
“very serious issue” even
as Mr. Sibal pointed out
that the public statements
have become increasingly
“toxic”.

Mr. Sibal highlighted the
“normalisation of constitu-
tionally unbecoming
speeches by holders of
high public offices”. He
said these statements were
not merely political rhetor-
ic, but have weaved its way

into the administrative and
law enforcement
establishments.

Chief Justice Kant asked
whether party constitu-
tions did not have any
clauses to control public
conduct and speeches of
their leaders.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
the third judge on the
Bench, said the public
have an expectation that
“democratic entities would
live up to the constitutional
ethos and values”.

‘Collective blame’

The petition flagged state-
ments, emanating from sit-
ting Chief Ministers and
holders of high public offic-
es, which exemplify how
constitutional and legal
authority was used to legi-
timise discriminatory hos-
tility. It drew attention to
statements by senior bu-
reaucrats and police offic-
ers that “reinforce exclu-
sion, humiliation, or
collective blame”.

It underscored that hol-
ders of public office and se-
nior executive authorities
who indulge in a continu-
ing pattern of derogatory
speech were not ordinary
speakers.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12




India, France renew defence cooperation for
10 years, call to boost military partnership

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

At the meeting, co-
chaired by Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh and Mi-
nister of the Armed Forces
and Veterans Affairs of
France Catherine Vautrin

e cooperation agree-
ment was signed by India’s
Defence Secretary and
France’s Deputy Director
General for International
Relations and Strategy. Be-
sides, both countries an-

Expanding ties: FrenchDefence Minister Catherine Vautrin arrives

India has asked
France to increase
‘indigenous content’
in Rafale jets and
expand MRO facility

£ 5

at the HAL airportin Bengaluru'on Tuesday. SUDHAKARA JAIN

nounced - Reciprocal De-
ployment Officersat Indian
Army and French Land
Forces establishments.
The two Ministers dis-
cussed a range of bilateral
security and defence is-
sues, including priority
areas for co-development
and co-production of

equipment.

The Defence Ministry
said the two leaders em-
phasised the need for a
closer defence partner-
ship, connecting industries
of both nations, especially
in the field of niche tech-
nology.

It said they reaffirmed

the commitment to en-
hance military-to-military
cooperation as a key pillar
of the strategic
artnership.

An MoU on Joint Ven-
ture was also signed for the
manufacturing of Hammer
missiles in India between
the Chairman and Manag-
ing Director of Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited and Execu-
tive Vice President, Safran
Electronics and Defence.

Mr. Singh emphasised
that India has been the first
responder and net security
provider for countries in
the Indian Ocean Region
and always extends assis-
tance to them in the de-
fence, security and mari-
time domains to augment
their capabilities and ward
off any adversary.

On terrorism, he said



Modi, Macron meet

materials to health and skilling,
Modiunderlined that “this part-
nershipwill provide stability and
progress” in “this era of unpre-
dictable global dynamics”.

€ two leaders vl y 1N-
augurated the H125 light utility
helicopter final assembly line of
Tata-Airbus in Karnataka.

“We take pride in the fact
that, together, India and France
will manufacture in India the
world’s only helicopter capable
of flying to the heights of Mount
Everestand exportittotheentire
world,” Modi said.

The facility, according tothe
Ministry of External Affairs, will
strengthen India’s aeronautical
manufacturing capabilities, lead
to skilling of the workforce; cre-
ate jobs and give impetus to At-

manirbhar Bharat.
Describing the India-France
relationship as “very crucial”,

He said the friendship be-
tween the two countries has “no
boundaries” and the partner-
ship can “reach from deep
oceansto the tallest mountains”

Macron said, “Both our
countries firmly believe in the
rule of law, and it has been dem-
onstrated in the past few years.”
He said India and France will
continueto cooperate tocombat
terrorism.

Underlining the cooperation

in the defence and aerospace
sectors, Modi said the inaugur-
ationofthe helicopter assembly.
lineisatestament tothe growing
collaboration between the two
nations. The delivery of the first

Modi and Macrenlaunched

the Indo-French Centre for Alin
Health, Indo-French Centre for
DigitalScience and Technology,
and National Centre of Excel-
lence for Skillingin Aeronautics.
“These are not just institutions,
they are future-building plat-
forms,” Modi said.

Randhir Jaiswal, spokesper-
son for the Ministry of External
Affairs, said, “Both leaders an-
nounced a total of 21 important
outcomesinareasincludingde-
fence, techand innovation, star-
tups, critical minerals, advanced
materials, health and skilling.”
The outcomes included:

Year of Innovation, Technology
and Innovation, and the India-
France Innovation Network.




India engaging with global partners from
position of strength, says EAM Jaishankar

Hitesh Vyas Froma position of technology, skillsand talent, he
Mumbai, February 17 b Indiai noted. Speaking about the glo-

§trepgt » 11 " 1a18 bal scenario, the foreign min-
INDIA IS now engaging with its engaging international istersaid the world has entered

international partners from a
position of strength, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said on Tuesday here, close on
the heels of trade deal with the
United States. Jaishankar
pointed out that economic se-
curity is best served through
stronger self-reliance and more
trusted partners. This is par-
ticularly so in respect of large
nations like India, he added.

partners more intensively. into a volatile and uncertain

Y 4 . era, possibly the most turbulent
This isdemonstrated in in living memory, with long-

recently concluded standing assumptions and ex-
trade deals” pectations now becoming

SJAISHANKAR,
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER

Ellls,” Jaishankar said in his
address at the inaugural
session of the Global Economic
Cooperation conference.

The country will also be
moresalientin the global calcu-
lus on production, services, WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM




Adani Group to invest $100 bn
in Al-ready data centres by 2035

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, February 17

energy conglomerate 1ooks to
tap into the growing demand
for such infrastructure in the
world, with India hoping to
position itself as a key destina-
tion for these facilities.

atlons that.master tne
symmetry between energy and
compute will shape.the next
decade. Indiais uniquely posi-
tioned tolead... India will not
be a mere consumer in the Al

The big-ticket investment
announcement comes amid
the ongoing India-Al Impact

centre mfrastructure

Last month, Union IT Min-
S 7 ister Ashwini Vaishnaw said

Indiawillnot  thatprivate investments in In-
beamere dia’s Al infrastructure could

. double from last year’s $70 bil-
consumer in the Al lion by the end of the ongoing

age.Wewillbethe financial year (FY26
creators, thebuilders
and the exporters of
intelligence.”

GAUTAM ADANI,
CHAIRMAN, ADANI GROUP

|

Summit, and is among the first
high-profile infrastructure-re-
lated announcements that are
expected tobe made duringthe
five-day summit, which con-
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Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

India needs to mobilise
about $22 trillion or about
$500 billion a year to meet
Net Zero goal by 2070, said
Agnes Dasewicz, chief in-
vestment and programme
officer, Global Energy Al-
liance for People and Pla-
net, in an interview.

The GEA works to un-

lock green energy access in
Africa, Asia, Latin America
and the Caribbean.

“You will never be able
to do that without aligning
government, private fi-
nance and philanthropy,
because you need all of
them to grow in the same
direction to achieve that
kind of ambition,” she said.

On funding, Woochong
Um, CEO, Global Energy

Alliance for People and
Planet, said, “You hear
about trillions of dollars
that’s floating globally.
“Toget that money, the
government has to work
very closely with the multi-
laterals. There are a lot of
projects out there as a
blueprint but not invested
as they don’t have enough
information on technical
details, viability and all

that stuff. So, doing due di-
ligence to bring it to the
bankable stage, that will
enable people to invest.”

Multilateral finance

He said different types of
money, like the ‘philan-
thropy and Multilateral De-
velopment Banks (MDBs)
and government and priv-
ate sector are not necessa-
rily aligned and leveraging

each other. “So, try to
create proof of concept so
that it leads to some sort of
investable project.”

At Mumbai Climate
Week, the Alliance un-
veiled a national platform
for deploying up to $25
million to modernise pow-
er distribution, integrate
renewable energy and stor-
age and prepare grids for
fast demand growth.




51 students evacuated
from Manipur school
as tension continues

The Kuki students were shifted from a Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya in

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

In a statement issued
late Monday night, the pol-
ice said the students were
temporarily shifted from
Jawahar Navodaya Vidya-
laya (JNV) at Ramva in Uk-
hrul to a JNV in the adjoin-

ing Kangpokpi district.
Exam centres for 18 of
these students appearing
for Class 10 and 12 -Board
exams have also been shift-
ed to the Kangpokpi JNV,

-

Naga-dominated Ukhrul district as a precautionary measure, say police
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Gutted by violence: Houses set ablaze by armed miscreants at Litan
Sareikhong village in Ukhrul district of Manipur last week. PTI

sure,” the statement read.

The evacuation in-
volved 20 girls housed at
the 40 Assam Rifles Batta-
lion headquarters at
Shangshak and 31 boys
from the company operat-
ing base of the paramili-

suading villagers across
Shangshak, Ramva, Shok-
vao, T.M. Kasom, and S.
Laho ensured the safe
evacuation of the students
to Litan police station des-
pite heightened tensions,”
the spokesperson said.
According to the offi-
cials, the evacuation was
deemed necessary after
violence in Litan and ad-
joining areas between Fe-
bruary 7 and 13. Although
no one was killed, more
than 50 houses belonging
to members of both tribal
communities were torched
during the violence.




ARAGCHI SAYS PROGRESS MADE ON THE MAIN GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Iranbriefly closes Strait of Hormuz
as US, Tehran nuclear talks unfold

Reuters
Geneva, February 17

“Different ideas have been
presented, these ideas have
been seriously discussed, ulti-
mately we've been able to reach
a general agreement on some
guiding principles, from now
onwe will move based on those
principles and enter the text of

The US has,sent a battle

People carry pre-Iranian Revolution national flags as they protest
near the United Nations office in Geneva on Tuesday. ReuTERs

force to the Middle Eastto press
Tehran to make concessions in
the decades-long nuclear dis-
pute and'President Donald
Trump has said “regime
change” in Tehran may be the
best thing that can happen.
Iranian state media re-
ported earlier that Iran would
temporarily shut part of the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital global
oil supply route, as it held talks
over its nuclear programme
while Iran's Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
warned on Tuesday that any US
attempts to depose his govern-

Iran
Iraq

Stralt of Hormuz

"o G
0%' b
Saudi UAE
Arabia Oman
ment would fail.

TheUS

Presidentsays
their army is the
world’s strongest,
but the strongest
army in the world
cansometimes be
slapped so hard it
cannotgetup”

AYATOLLAH ALI KHAMENEI,
IRAN SUPREME LEADER

Speaking at a disarmament
conference in Geneva after the

recognition of Iran'slegitimate
B US envoy Steve Witkoff

and Jared Kushner took partin
the Geneva talks, which were
being mediated by Oman, a
source briefed on the matter
told Reuters. The White House

did not respond to emailed
questions about the meeting.

Earlier, Trump said he him-
self would be involved “indi-
rectly” in the Geneva talks and
thathe believed Tehran wanted
to make a deal. “I don't think
they want the consequences of
notmakingadeal,” Trump said.

Just after the talks started,
Iranian media cited 86-year-
old Khamenei as saying Wash-
ington could not force out his
government. The republic has
been ruled by clerics since the
1979 Islamic Revolution.

“The US President says their
army is the world's strongest,
but the strongest army in the
world can sometimes be
slapped so hard it cannot get
up,”hesaid, incomments pub-
lished by Iranian media.
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Reuters
Geneva, February 17

Lead Ukrainian negotiator
Rustem Umerov said “security
and humanitarian issues”
would be on the agenda. “We
are working constructively, fo-
cused and without excessive
expectations,” he posted on X.

Ahead of the talks, Russia
carried out heavy airstrikes over-
night acrossswathes of Ukraine,
inflicting severe damage to the
power network in the southern
port city of Odesa, which Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy said left tens of thousands
without heat and water.

weapons su

Ukrainian and Russian delegations attend the trilateral talks on
Russia-Ukraine war in Geneva on Tuesday. ap

Ukraine, Russia begin
Genevatalks as Trump
piles pressure on Kyiv

EXPLAINED

Territory demands
stall peace effort

Negotiators from Russia
and Ukraine metin Geneva
for United States-mediated
talks centred onterritorial
control, especially Donetsk.
Donald Trump urged Kyiv
to move quickly, while fresh
Russian strikesin Odesa
underscored tensions. With
pressure mounting on both
sides, prospects fora
development appear slim.

Zelenskyy called for allies to
increase pressure on Russia to
reach a “real and just” peace
deal via tougher sanctions and
lies to Ukraine.



