New Urban Challenge Fund

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
T has approved the
launch of the Ur-

ban Challenge Fund (UCF),
a new Centrally sponsored
scheme of the Union Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs Mi-
nistry with 1 lakh crore
Central assistance.

In a statement on Satur-
day, the government said
the scheme aimed to sup-
port “transformative and
bankable” urban projects
through a competitive

“challenge mode” as urb. <
infrastructure could not b
developed with public fi-
nance alone. ..

to tap market for infra push

Urban makeover

The Urban Challenge Fund seeks to leverage private participation
for a total investment of ¥4 lakh crore in'the next five years

= The fund will be operational
from 2025-26 to 2030-31, with
an extendable implementation
period up to 2033-34

m A dedicated ¥5,000 crore
corpus to enhance the
creditworthiness of 4,223 cities
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= Allurban local bodies in hilly
.. States andin northeastern
States, and those with a
| population below 1 lakh
will be eligible for support
under the Credit Repayment
Guarantee Scheme
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digm shift in India’s urban

development  approach
from grant-based financing
to market-linked, reform-
driven, and outcome-
oriented infrastructure
creation, the statement
said.

It will leverage market fi-
nance, private participa-
tion, and citizen-centric re-
forms for the delivery of
high-quality urban infras-
tructure. It aims to build
productive, inclusive, and
climate-responsive cities,
positioning them as a key
driver of the country’s next
phase of economic growth,
the statement added.

CONTINUED ON
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Projects will be selected through a transparent
and competitive challenge mode, ensuring sup-
port for high-impact and reform-oriented propo-
sals. There will be a strong thrust on reforms
across urban governance, market and financial
systems, operational efficiency, and urban plan-
ning, the statement said.

,U-ﬁon successful repayment of the first loan, a
entral guarantee of I7 crore or 50% of the loan

amount (whichever is lower) will be provided.
This will effectively support projects of 320 crore
for the first time and 328 crore for subsequent
projects in smaller cities. In principle, all cities
will be covered under UCF.



‘National interest will guide
BNP on Ganga Water Treaty’

Kallol Bhattacherjee

DHAKA

man of the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party and Bangla-
desh’s Prime
Minister-designate follow-
ing the BNP’s landslide vic-
tory in this week’s election.

Speaking to The Hindu
n an exclusive interview.

The Ganga Water Trea-
ty, concluded in 1996, i

due for renewal by Decel\
ber this year. Once a BNP
government is form%

newal of the tr is e
pected to be
items to be fe i

t

communal rhetoric

HUMAIUN KOBIR
Joint Secretary General

The communal violence
in India is a concern...
the people of Bangladesh feel
that India is becoming an
intolerant society and a lot of

far right individuals are winning
in elections through highly

(International Relations) of BNP

Mr. Kobir added that the
BNP leadership has urged
the outgoing interim go-
vernment of Prof. Mo-
hammed Yunus “to-leave
some advice” Tegarding
some issues, so they will
have some idea of the ne-
gotiations that may have ta-
kenplace during its tenure,
between August 2024 and
Eebruary 2026.

‘New kind of politics’

He explained that the polit-
i€al environment of Ban-
gladesh has changed as a
result of the 2024 uprising.
As a result, “politics can-
not'be as usual®, he said,
noting that all sides of Ban-
gladeshi politics will come
together on issues of na-
tional interest.

“The biggest achieve-
ment of the uprising is that
on issues of national inter-
est we can all unite despite
curdifferences,.” he
stressed.

Mr. Kobir raised the is-

sue of communal tensions
across the border. “The
thing is, communal vio-
lence in India is a con-
cern,” he said. ‘Peéopléof
Bangladesh feel that India
is becoming an intolerant
society and a lot of far-right
individuals are winning in
elections through highly
communal rhetoric,” he
said, terming this as
“disturbing”.

In Bangladesh, he said,
the Jamaat could not come
to power because it resort-
ed to extremist rhetoric.

“Such rhetoric cannot
get you electoral victory in
Bangladesh ever but in In-
dia people are voting in fa-
vour of such rhetoric. India
used to be a pluralist coun-
try of sorts at one point
and the current trends are
not good for India. We
hope we can overcome
these challenges,” he said.

He also highlighted the
problem of Bangladeshi ci-
vilians killed by Indian bor-

der security forces. India
regards these incidents as
law enforcement to deal
with Bangladeshi smug-
glers and criminals who at-
tempt to venture across
the border to cause trou-
ble, but Mr. Kobir said that
these incidents can also
impact public sentiment
with regard to bilateral
relations.

He appreciated Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
congratulatory messages
that came soon after the
BNP won a two-thirds ma-
jority in the February 12
election.

Mr. Rahman has been
working on his internation-
al contacts during his years
in exile in London, Mr. Ko-
bir said. In his travels to
global capitals in Europe,
West Asia and the United
States, the Prime Minister-
designate has forged
friendly ties with relevant
stakeholders, he added.



SC to hear plea accusing new data protection law
of ‘weaponising’ right to privacy and ‘disarming’ RTI

Krishnadas Rajagopal

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant would
hear a petition filed by hu-
man rights and transparen-
cy activist Venkatesh
Nayak, represented by ad-
vocate Vrinda Grover, who
has challenged Section 44
(3) of the Digital Personal
Data Protection (DPDP) Act
of 2023.

tsaid that the provision
has turned the fundamen-
tal right to privacy on its
head. The right, meant to
protect ordinary citizens
against state incursion, has
been extended to protect
the state and public func-
tionaries from RTI
disclosures.

Originally, the RTI provi-
sion had exempted author-
ities from disclosing perso-
nal information to an
applicant if the details
sought had no relationship
to any public activity or if
disclosure would amount
to unwarranted invasion of
privacy. Even then, the go-

vernment had to disclose if
public interest outweighed

‘Structural alteration’
“The Constitutional conse-
quence is immediate and

serious. Every RTI applica-
tion involving identifiable
public_officials, procure-
ment records, audit re-
ports, appointment files,
utilisation of public funds,
or exercise of statutory dis-
cretion can now be denied
automatically on the
ground that it ‘relates to
personal information’. The
balancing mechanism that
ensured proportionality
has been dismantled,” the
National Campaign for Pe-
ople’s Right to Information
(NCPRI), represented by
advocate Prashant Bhush-
an, argued in a separate
petition filed in the apex
court.

“The exemption oper-
ates as an irrebuttable bar
at the first gate. This is not
a minor statutory adjust-
ment; it is a structural al-
teration of the decision-
making architecture of the

RTI Act,” the NCPRI added.

The petition represent-
ed by Ms. Grover said that
the amendment intro-
duced by the DPDP Act ac-
corded “unguided discre-
tion to the Executive to
deny personal informa-
tion, which is
unconstitutional”.
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rolluters must pay to fight climate
change, stresses Finance Minister

In a panel discussion on climate security at the Munich Security Conference, Nirmala Sitharaman calls for differentiated
responsibility among countries in the mission to protect the planet; she also calls for strong technological cooperation

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

inance Minister Nir-
F mala Sitharaman,

speaking at the
Munich Security Confe-
rence on Saturday, called
for differentiated responsi-
bility among countries to-
wards mitigating climate
change, based on the ‘pol-
luter pays’ principle. She
also urged countries to
share their technologies,
on a commercial basis, to
fight climate change.

The Union Minister has
on multiple occasions, in-
cluding around the World
Bank - International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) meetings
in Washington DC, called
for technology coopera-
tion. She has also said that
advanced economies that
have been historic pollu-
ters must contribute more
towards funding for cli-
mate action.

Nirmala Sitharaman being welcomed on her arrival at the Munich
International Airport on Saturday. ANI

While focusing on lon-
ger-term climate action,
the government also had to
focus on a more immediate
response to to how climate
change is affecting com-
munities, according to Ms.
Sitharaman. She called for
emphasis not just on emis-
sions control but also on
resilience and adaptation.
“Otherwise, you're go-
ing to sacrifice a lot of hu-
man beings, livestock in
our eagerness, which is a
justified eagerness, to save

The Minister placed
emphasis not just on
emissions control but
also on resilience
and adaptation

the climate for the Earth,”
she said.

The Minister said that
countries should also be
able to work with each oth-
er, as she called for the
sharing of technologies on
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Fund allocation
Ms. Sitharaman said the al-
locations towards environ-
mental programs in the
Union Budget did not tell
the entire story of how
much would be spent on
projects during the year.
She was responding to a
question on the Union
Budget’s reduction in
funds allocated to the con-
trol of pollution compared
to last year and the in-
crease in funding for the
‘Green India’ mission.

as a “dynamic process”
with supplementary need-

based grants potentially
being given during the
course of the year.

One of the panelists,
Sheldon Whitehouse, a
U.S. Senator and the high-
est ranking Democrat on
the Senate environment
committee, criticised the

inistration.

“What this administra-
tion is saying about climate
change can literally only be
put in the category of cor-
ruption,” Mr. Whitehouse
said. He apologised for U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio’s ‘climate cult’ re-
mark made earlier on Sa-
turday in Munich saying
the remark would not age




Al will create jobs
even as some roles go
away: I'T Secretary

NITI Aayog study shows jobs in the regular coding programming side of

IT/ITeS will go away, but many more jobs can be created, says S. Krishnan

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

rtificial intelligence
A (AI) will create jobs

even as some roles
go away, said Union Secre-
tary for Electronics and In-
formation Technology S.
Krishnan.

In a wide-ranging con-
versation with The Hindu
on the upcoming Al Im-
pact Summit, India’s semi-
conductor ambitions, and
how the IT Ministry’s role
in digital governance, he

They say many of the
coding and programming
jobs are difficult to sustain
because that can be done
by an Al bot. But when you
have to create an applica-
tion, or when you have to
create a solution, then you
need to have a better do-
main expertise, like in agri-
culture or manufacturing.
The deployment of the ap-
plication takes human re-
sources,” he said.

TENS

BECAUSE YOU OWN YOURS

Keeping tabs: TheCentre will try its best to use the existing legal
framework for Al;said Mr. Krishnan. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

with some “tweaks,” he ad-
ded. “If you take, for an ex-
ample, what we can do
with the existing Informa-
tion Technology Act, that’s
one aspect of it,” he said.

“The other part of it is
how other data, personal
data gets used,” Mr. Krish-
nan said. “So, the Digital
Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 fits in there. So,
we have some of this regu-
lation which is already in
place. Some of it requires
tweaking, tightening, and
that is what we keep at-

tempting to do.”

Earlier in the week, the
IT Ministry introduced re-
quirements to label Al-gen-
erated content. “Labelling
is in terms of a right to
know,” Mr. Krishnan said,
arguing that users had a
right to identify inauthen-
tic imagery.

r. Krishnan said, since
“our own experience has
been that whenever any
such takedowns have been
required, most companies
did not need more than an
hour or two to comply.”



Green light to first road-cum-rail
tunnel under Brahmaputra river

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, February 14

“Currently, the connectivity
between Numaligarh on NH-715
and Gohpuron NH-15is240 km
from the existing Kaliabhamb-
horaroadbridge nearSilghaton
NH-52 which takes 6 hours pas-
sing through Numaligarh, Kazir-
anga National park and Biswa-
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nath town. To address these
challenges, the project is pro-
posed tobe developed as4-Lane
access-controlled Greenfield
connectivity from Gohpur on
NH-15 toNumaligarh with road-
cum-rail tunnel below the

Apart from two NHSs, the pro-
ject alignment integrates with
tworailway lines Rangia-Muko-
ngselek Railway Section under
Northeast frontier Railway
(NFR) on Gohpur Side and Fur-
kating-Marianiloopline section
under Tinsukia Division of NFR
on Numaligarh side.

NH-167 from Gudebellur to Ma-
habubnagar on Hyderabad-
Panaji economic corridor to
four-lane standard in Telan-
gana at a cost of Rs 3,175 crore;
the upgradation of Ghoti-
Trimbak (Mokhada)-Jawhar-
Manor-Palghar section of NH-
160A in Maharashtra and
construction of 4-lane sections
of Dhamasiya-Bitada/Movi
(4746 km) and Nasarpore-Ma-
lotha (60.21 km) in Gujarat.

In Railways, CCEA ap-
proved three multi-tracking
projects at a cost of Rs 18,509
crore: Kasara-Manmad 3rd and
4thline, Delhi-Ambala 3rd and
4th line and Ballari-Hosapete
3rd and 4th line.
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RE to dominate India’s grid
by 2070, but ‘structural
challenges’ pose hurdles |

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, February 14

the government’s policy think
tank NITI Aayog said in a study,
evenasit highlighted “structural
challenges” due towhich actual
power generation by renewables

But, the NITI study titled
‘Scenarios Towards Viksit Bha-
ratand Net Zero', said this domi-
nance could erode as Indiasteps
up clean energy transition.
Underthe Current Policy
Scenario (CPS) —assum-
ingcontinuation of exist-
ing policies and realistic
deployment trends —re-

erefrom 76 W in Nareh

2014 to 258 GW by December
20250ut of India’s total installed
capacity of 513 GW, fossil-based
capacity accounts for 48%, RE
sourcesaccount for50%, and the
balance 1.7% from nuclear. Re-
newables have registered strong
growth with the overallsharein-
creasing from 29% in 2014-15 to
50% by December 2025. Despite
thisimpressive growth, the con=
tribution of RE to actual power
generation has remained mod-
est, increasing from19.6% in
2013-14 t0 22% in 2024-25.
According torthe study, this
gapislargely attributed to struc-
tural challenges with RE sources
like solar and wind power. These
sources. typically operate at
lower Capacity Utilisa-
tion Factors (CUF) —the
ratioof actual generation
to maximum possible
output — and are af-
fected by intermittency,
variability-driven cur-
tailment, as well as grid con-
straints, limited system flexibil-
ity and dispatch challenges. This
intermittency of RE often poses
challenges for round-the-clock
power supply. So, coal-fired gen-
eration remains essential to en-
sure grid stability and meet
rapidly growing demand. An
RE-heavy grid also means a
massive expansion in storage.
The study projects Battery
Energy Storage Systems (BESS)
toscaleup fromlessthan 50 GW
in2030toabout1,300-1, 400 GW
under CPS and up to 2,500-
3,000 GW under NZS by 2070.
Pumped Storage Plants are also
expected to play a crucial rolein

providinglong-duration storage
and grid stability, growing from
13-19 GW in 2030 to abeut 110
GW in CPS and 150-165 GW in
NZS. N-power crucial in'RE-
dominated grid With renewable
energy formingthebackbone of
India’s futureeleetricity system,
the stuidy sees nuclear power
emerging as a strategic pillar of
India’s long-term power transi-
tion and essential for maintain-
ingsystemreliability in arenew-
ables-dominated grid.

It projects n-power capacity
togrow fromthe current 818 GW
in 2025 to 90-135 GW by 2070
under CPS — up 10-15 times.
Underthe NZS, nuclear capacity
could touch 295-320 GW. “Nu-
clear power is crucial to achiev-
inglong-term goals of power sec-
tor decarbonisation,” it said,
adding that nuclear energy can
provide firm low-carbon elec-
tricity, high-temperature indus-
trial heat and a reliable power
supply for electrolysers suppor-
ting green hydrogen production.

The study noted that expan-
dingcleanand flexible resources
will require effective grid man-
agement, as the rising share of
variable renewable energy isin-
creasing intermittency risks
while long-duration energy stor-
age and nuclear capacity are yet
to scale sufficiently to provide
balancing support. To address
these challenges, the study sug-
gested scaling nuclear capacity
t0 100 GW by 2047 and 200-300
GW by 2070, including the ad-
vanced reactors and Small
Modular Reactors (SMRs) tode-
liver reliable 24%7 clean power.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



‘India has raised its commitment
toclimate action to 5.6% of GDP’

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, February 14

Making a case for differenti-
ated cost of climate action,
Sitharaman said, country which

ShefurthersaidthatIndiawill ~ are less polluting should con-
continue to invest in renewable  tribute less towards climate ac-
energy,”and we have been tion. “As much attention
steadilybuildingonthatcommit-  as we give to emission control,

Participating in a panel dis-
cussion at the Munich Security
Conference, shesaid Indiahasin-
creased its commitmentto cli-

weneedtolookat resilience and
adaptation. Otherwise, you're
going to sacrifice a lot. Techno-
logies will have to talk to each
other. No one can say they’ve
created a perfect system to
counter climate concerns,” she
said.



© BYTEDANCE'S RELEASE ANTICIPATES DEEPSEEK'S UNVEILING OF NEW PRODUCT

China’s ByteDance releases Doubao 2.0 ALmodel for ‘agent era’
S -

Reuters
Beijing, February 14

ByteDance is one of several
Chinese firms hopingto gener-
ateoverseasand domestic buzz
around its new Al models dur-
ing the Lunar New Year holi-
day, which starts Sunday, when
hundreds of millions of Chi-
nese partake in family gather-
ings in their hometowns.

The company, like rival Ali-
baba, was caught off-guard by
DeepSeek’s meteoric rise to glo-

bal fame during last year’s
Spring Festival, when Silicon
Valley and investors worldwide
were shocked by howa Chinese
firmhad come up with amodel
comparable to OpenAl’s best
but seemingly developed at a
fraction of the cost.

The release of Doubao 2.0,
ahead of a highly anticipated
new DeepSeek model, is likely
aimed at preventing such a
scenario from repeating itself.
A video-generation Al model
that ByteDance released Thurs-
day, Seedance 2.0, has already
drawn comparisons with Deep-
Seek’s success last year aft
going viral on Chinese soci:
mediaand drawing praise ovel
season platformslike

cludes complex reasoning and
multi-step task execution capa-
bilities that match OpenAI’s
GPT 5.2 and Google’s Gemini 3

cording to information pro-
vider QuestMobile’s most re-
centdata, published in late De-
cember.

Pro, while reducing usage
costs by roughly an order of
magnitude, according to the
company.

Seedance 2.0, avideo-generation Al model released by ByteDance
hasalready drawn comparisons with DeepSeek’s success last year
after going viral onChinese social media. REUTERS

ing fromits owner Elon Musk.  complex real-world tasks rather Doubao leads all Al chatbot

Doubao2.0ispositionedfor  than only answer questions,  apps in China with 155 million
the “agent era”, where Al ByteDancesaidinastatement. weekly active users, with Deep-
modelsare expected to execute The model’s pro versionin-  Seek second at 81.6 million, ac-



© 20 HUMANOID ROBOTS WILL DANCE AND PLAY SOCCER DURING THE CELEBRATIONS NEXT WEEK

People, robots getting ready for Lunar New Year in China

E.Eduardo Castillo
Beijing, February 14

IT’S NOT just people — in
China, the robots are also get-
ting ready to celebrate the
Lunar New Year.

Friday was dress rehearsal
day for four cute humanoid ro-
bots, each about 95 centimeters
(3 feet) tall at a mall in western
Beijing. Curious onlookers
stopped towatch.

Each robot got a colorful
lion costume and within min-
utes the moves started: Bend
the knees, up, to the left, to the
right, shake the mask, and do it
all again!

Ahead of the Lunar New

Year celebrated next week, and
as part of different “fairs” and
activities around Beijing, some
venues have been busy setting
up their stages and props.

For a second year in a row,
one of the fairs will be devoted
totechnologyand —yes, again
— robots will take center stage.

People will see them danc-
ing and also them stacking
blocks on top of othersto make
a little tower, skewering haw-
thorn berries onto a stick —
coated with a syrup, a popular
sweet snack — or playing
soccer.

“This year, the numbe;a
our robots has increased a I
said Qiu Feng, amemberof the

essof the actions and the hlgh-
tech vibe are stronger” this
time, Qui added.

Humanoid robots inlion dance costumes. ap

soccer.”
“Some events were also
available last year but the finn-

organizing committee. “They
will perform dance, martial
arts, Peking Opera, poetry and

“Technology is developing
faster and becoming more ad-
vanced every day,” Qui also

said. “As long as we keep up
with this trend, our ... fair will
continue to evolve and rise with
the times.”

The robots performing at
the mall were developed by
some Chinese startups, like
Booster Robotics. The com-
pany will display around 20 hu-
manoid robots, which will also
dance and play soccer.

“Itis an Al environment,
which means, once the whistle
sounds, the remote control will
all be put aside and all its deci-
sion-making and motion con-
trol are made by the robots
themselves,” said Ren Zixin, di-
rector of marketing at Booster
Robotics. AP



‘CHANGING WORLD ORDER’ DOMINATES MUNICH SECURITY CONFERENCE 3

Rubio casts US, ‘child of Europc¢’,
as critical friend toits old allics

Humeyra Pamuk, Gram
Slattery & Andrew Gray
Munich, February 14

INg some reassurance as well as
levelling more criticism at allies
afterayear of turmoil in transat-
lantic relations.

Rubiowas addressingthe an-
nual Munich Security Confer-
ence, where Europe's leading
powers have tried to project their
ownindependence and strength
while straining to keep an al-  US Secretary of State Marco Rubio before the meeting of G7 foreign ministers. (Right) German Chancellor Friedrich Merz meets Chinese
liancewith the U.S. underPresi-  Foreign Minister Wang Yi during the Munich Seeurity Conference on Saturday. reuters
dent Donald Trump alive.

The speech delivered a de-
gree of reassurance to European
countries who fear being left in
the lurch on anything from the

Inatime of headlines heralding the end m
of the transatlantic era, let it be known EXPLAINED

and clear to all that this is neither our goal nor

war in UKraine to international .
trade ructions in a rapidly shift- our wish, because for us Americans, our Cl;) mn&11t1m(.=,nt to
ingglobal order. home may be in the Western Hemisphere, shared heritage

But it was short on concrete
commitments and made no
mention of Russia, raising ques-
tions on whether Rubio's more
emollient tone than that of Vice
President JD Vance at the same
event a year ago would change
the underlving dvnamics.

but we will always be a child of Europe”
MARCO RUBIO, SECRETARY OF STATE, UNITED STATES

security,"said Gabrielius Lands-
bergis, former foreign minister
of NATO member Lithuania. ance s address last year

dressed down European allies,
arguing that the greatestdanger
to Europe came from censor-
ship and democratic backslid-
ing rather than external threats
like Russia. REUTERS

peans, the common interest is




With a second aircraft
carrier deployment, Trump
raises the stakes with Iran

NEWS ANALYSIS

Stanly Johny

officials told U.S. media
that the second carrier go-
ing to the region would be
USS Gerald R. Ford, the
world’s largest aircraft car-
rier. Ford is currently in
the Caribbean where it was
deployed Dbefore

Trump’s January 3 attack

Talking points

Mr. Trump, who initially
said he would strike Iran
over its crackdown on
protests, later switched his
focus to Iran’s nuclear pro-

Donald Trump, who initially said he would strike Iran over its
protest crackdown, switched his focus to nuclear programme. AP

also moved some 35 F-15E
Strike Eagles to the Muwaf-
faq Salti Air Base in Jordan,
tanker aircraft to Al Udeid
Air Base in Qatar, besides
A-10 and MQ-9 drones and
electronic warfare aircraft.
The U.S. has also deployed
additional THAAD and Pa-
triot systems to protect its
bases in the region.

keeping the door open for
a diplomatic solution, Iran
says its fingers remain “on
the trigger”.

Revolutionary

The Islamic
Guard
Corps has carried out a live
drill in the Persian Gulf in
recent weeks. Iran’s top se-
curity officials say even a li-
mited U.S. strike could trig-
er an all-out regional war.

The situation remains
tense and complex. Mr.




Electoral differences should_nbt

turn into revenge: Tarique Rahman

‘I call upon all BNP leaders and activists across the country to remain calm and vigilant so that no malicious force can
exploit the situation to create unrest, says the BNP leader; he pledges to make Bangladesh ‘a safe and humane nation’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
DHAKA

angladesh Nation-

alist Party (BNP)

chairman Tarique
Rahman on Saturday
reached out to all parties
that contested the Febru-
ary 12 parliamentary elec-
tion and said political par-
ties may have differing
paths but on national inter-
est they should all unite.
Addressing a  tightly
packed press conference in
Intercontinental Hotel
here, he urged BNP col-
leagues to ensure that “no
unpleasant incidents” oc-
cur anywhere in Bangla-
desh in the post-poll
scenario.

Tarique Rahman attends a press conference in Dhaka on Saturday
following the BNP’svictory in the 13th general election. REUTERS

“During. the election,
while competing against
one another, misunder-
standings or discord may
have risen in some places. I
urge everyone to ensure

that such disputes do not
turn in to revenge or reta-
liation,” said Mr. Rahman.
His outreach came hours
after Jamaat-e-Islami circu-
lated a list of attacks that

the party’s cadre had faced
over the past two days.

“I call upon all BNP
leaders and activists across
the country to remain calm
and vigilant so that no mal-
icious force can exploit the
situation to create unrest,”
said Mr. Rahman, who paid
tribute to the memory of
his mother, the late Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, and
said she fought “resolute-
ly” against the previous go-
vernment of Sheikh Hasina
till her “last days”.

Mr. Rahman’s public ap-
pearance came a day after
his party won an absolute
majority in Parliament - Ja-
tiyo Sansad. In the press
conference, he was accom-
panied by several mem-

bers of the BNP’s standing
committee, including Mir-
za Fakhrul Islam Alamgir,
Amir Khosru Mahmud
Choudhury,  Gayeshwar
Chandra Roy, and Mirza
Abbas.

He sought “cooperation
from all, regardless of par-
ty and opinion” in combat-
ing corruption, maintain-
ing law and order, and in
ensuring accountability to
the people so that Bangla-
desh can become a “safe
and humane nation”. “Our
position is clear. Peace and
order must be maintained
at any cost,” he said. “Un-
der no circumstances will
attacks by the strong
against the weak be accept-
ed,” he added.



