Another six lakh names likely to be
removed from West Bengal voter list

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

Sources at the office o
the Chief Electoral Officer

(CEO) of West Bengal
pointed out that, so far, ap-
proximately 6.25 lakh elec-
tors were absent from their
SIR hearings.

Notices for ‘logical dis-
crepancies’ in enumera-
tion forms were issued to

People waiting during hearings
under the special intensive
revision of electoral rolls in
Nadia, West Bengal. PTi

about 1.36 crore voters,
andthe details of 1.23 crore
of them have been verified.
While details are yet to be
uploaded for a few lakh vo-
ters, about 6.25 lakh voters
did not appear for their
hearings despite notices
being issued to them by the
Election Commission (EC).

Meanwhile, West Bengal

Chief Secretary Nandani
Chakravarty met EC offi-
cials in the national capital
on Friday. She was sum-
moned to Delhi amid re-
ports that the State govern-
ment had not
implemented several di-
rections, including orders
to file FIRs against four offi-
cials and the suspension of
another official involved in
the SIR process.

CEC holds meeting

During the day, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar held a
meeting with officials at
the West Bengal CEO’s of-
fice, as well as the District
Magistrates (DMs) who are
also the District Electoral
Officers. According to
sources privy to the meet-
ing, the Chief Election
Commissioner expressed

displeasure over the role of
about half a dozen DMs in-
volved in the SIR.

The CEC questioned
how documents which are
not accepted by the Com-
mission  were  being
uploaded and why DMs
have not overseen the pro-
cess. The DMs of Cooch Be-
har, Jalpaiguri, North 24
Parganas, South 24 Parga-
nas and Purba Medinipur
were among those who
faced the CEC ire.

The CEC directed that
names of valid voters
should not be struck off
electoral rolls while no fo-
reigners should be allowed
in the electoral list.



CJI’s office received 8,630
complaints against judges
from 2016 to 2025: Minister

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The information came

in response to a question
raised in the House by Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam
MP V.S. Matheswaran who
had sought the database of
complaints regarding cor-
ruption, sexual miscon-
duct, or other serious im-
propriety received against
judges of the High Courts
or the Supreme Court.
Responding to the qu-
ery, Mr. Meghwal submit-

As per the data shared
by the Minister, the CJI’s of-
fice got 729 complaints
against judges in 2016, fol-
lowed by 682 in 2017, 717 in
2018, and 1,037 in 2019. In

Court scrutiny

Under the judiciary’s in-house mechanism, complaintsagainst
judges are handled internally by the CJI and.Chief Justices of the
High Courts, with no public disclosure on.outcomes
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1,102 in 2025.
Though Mr. Matheswa-

ran asked if any action had
been taken on the com-
plaints, the Minister did
not address the query.

To another question by
the MP on whether the
Centre was aware of any
system maintained by the
apex court to track com-
plaints related to corrup-
tion, sexual misconduct,
or other serious impro-
priety against judges of the
higher judiciary, the Minis-
ter said that under the ex-
isting “in-house proce-
dure”, the Chief Justice of
India and the Chief Justices
of the High Courts are

proe 1,102

authorised to receive and
handle such complaints.

The Minister further
noted that complaints sub-
mitted through the Cen-
tralised Public Grievance
Redress and Monitoring
System (CPGRAMS) or oth-
er channels are forwarded
to the CJI or the respective
High Court Chief Justices.

The MP also enquired if
the government intended
to introduce guidelines to
ensure proper documenta-
tion, monitoring, and ac-
countability in dealing
with complaints against
members of the higher jud-
iciary. However, the Minis-
ter did not address it.



Security forces deployecj at Litan village in Ukhrul. FILE PHOTO

Authorities restore
Internet servicesin
Manipur’s Ukhrul

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Mobile‘data and broad-
band services were sus-
pended temporarily in the
hill district’s Litan area on
February 10 after an as-
sault case snowballed into
a localised conflict bet-
ween the Kuki-Zo and Naga

District Magistrate Asish
Das told The Hindu.

He said the decision to
lift the Internet ban fol-

lowed an assessment of the
ground situation. “The
State government facilitat-
ed the peace-building ef-
forts of the district admi-
nistration and the security
forces,” he said.

Arson attack




India accounts for
16% of global growth,
poised to drive world
economy, says PM

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, February 13

In this decade of the 21st
century, he said, Indiais riding
on the ‘Reform Express’, and its
biggest specialty isthat “we are
accelerating it not out of com-
pulsion, but with conviction
and with reform commitment’

Modi made the remarks
while speaking at the ET Now
Global Business Summit 2026.

The PM spoke on host of is-
sues, including how India is
moving towards becoming the
world's third largest economy.

Observing that at the start of
last decade, India was the 11th
largest economy, he said “amid
somuchupheaval, there was ap-
prehension India would slip
even further down. But today,
India is rapidly moving forward
and heading towards becoming
the world's third largest econ-
omy . Referring to the pandemic
and supply chain disruptions,
Modi said a country'strue poten-
tial emerges during crisis. “Iam

India heading towards
becomingworld’s third largest
economy: PM Narendra Modi

proud that despite numerous
disruptions, this decade has
been marked by unprecedented
development, remarkable de-
livery and strengthening of our
democracy,”

Modi said numerous FTAs
were being signed now. “Have
you wondered why this wasn’t
the case before 2014, even thou-
gh the country and its circum-
stances largely remained the
same? The key difference liesin
the government’s vision, as well
as changes in its intentions and
policies.”




BNP secures landslide
victory in Bangladesh

Transfer of power likely by February 17 or 18, say interim government officials; Modi congratulates

Rahman on his win, says India will continue its support; national referendum approves reforms

Kallol Bhattacherjee

DHAKA

cording to the Election
Commission of
Bangladesh.

The BNP-led alliance
has secured 212 seats, giv-
ing it a two-thirds majority
in the Jatiyo Sansad. The 11-
party alliance led by the Ja-
maat-e-Islami _has won 77
seats, while independent
candidates. won. eight
seats.

Mr. Rahman has started
receiving _congratulatory
messages from world lead-

N

Big win: Bangladesh Nationalist Party chairman Tarique Rahman
greets his supporters in Dhaka on Friday. AFp

ers, including from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“I convey my warm con-
gratulations to Mr. Tarique
Rahman. This victory
shows the trust of the peo-
ple in your leadership. In-
dia will continue to stand
in support of a democratic,
progressive and inclusive

Bangladesh. I look forward
to working with you to
strengthen our multifacet-
ed relations and advance
our common development

]s” Mr. Modi said on X.

National referendum

Bangladeshi voters have
endorsed sweeping demo-
cratic reforms in a national
referendum, the Election
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BNP secures landslide
victory in Bangladesh

The BNP spent the day in internal consultations as
the top winners and the members of the party’s
standing committee, including Mirza Fakhrul Is-
lam Alamgir, Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury,
Mirza Abbas, Salauddin Ahmed and Gayeshwar
Chandra Roy, met chairman Rahman in the Gul-
shan neighbourhood of Dhaka.

‘No victory parade’

Mr. Rahman, the Prime Minister-designate, issued
an internal order saying the party should avoid
taking out a victory parade-and join his colleagues
for Friday prayers at the Gulshan Navi Jame Mos-
que. Mr. Alamgir told the media that the BNP
would take all sides along as it prepares to govern
Bangladesh.

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio and the
Chinese Foreign Ministry congratulated BNP.

Nepal’s interim government’s Prime Minister
Sushila Karki and Maldives President Mohamed
Muizzu also congratulated Mr. Rahman on Face-
book, expressing their desire to advance bilateral
ties.

“Law Adviser Asif Nazrul and legal luminaries
are carrying out a consultation and by Saturday
we will get to know when the oath-taking ceremo-
ny for the members of Parliament and the govern-
ment will be completed,” Mr. Yunus’s press advi-
sor Shafiqul Alam told The Hindu.



‘Hasina’s presence in India,
Ganga waters treaty to be
key priorities for BNP govt.

Kallol Bhattacherjee

DHAKA

sources in the Bangladesh R
Nationalist Party (BNP) Indiashould deal with the issueof deposed Bangladesh PM Sheikh
told The Hindu on Friday. Hasina’s presence on Indian soil, BNP sources said. AP

uation,” said a source who
is working.on the neigh-
bourhood. projects of the
BNP. The -BNP member
said that India and Bangla-
desh have a settled border
and it makes no sense to
kill someone.

He further said the num-

Border issue

The other big issue that
will have to be prioritised,
The Hindu was told is the  but our cultural commo-
nalities make medical
treatment in India a more
comfortable process,” said
the source urging India to
enhance people-to-people
diplomacy.

in the bordering areas im-
mediately inflames passion
especially in university
campuses where protests
break out escalating the sit-




U.S. PRESIDENT SEEKING TO CONSTRAIN IRAN’S NUCLEAR PROGRAMME

Iran’s failure to strike deal
will be traumatic: Trump

Netanyahu
presses Trump
totoughen stance
inIran talks

Associated Press
Dubai, February 13

THE DEATH toll from a crack-
down over Iran’s nationwide
protests last month has
reached at least 7,005 with
many more still feared dead,

A second round of talks re-
mains up in the air as Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu pressed his case directly
with US President Donald
Trumptointensifyhisdemands
on Tehran in the negotiations.

The USS Gerald R Ford onone of its first sea trials in April 18 2017. ap

I Trump wrote

afterward on his Truth Social
website.

Asked about his timeline for
striking a deal with Iran over its
nuclear program, Trump said,

Meanwhile, Netanyahu told
reporters before boarding a
plane to return to Israel that
Trump believes that his terms
andIran’s “understanding that
they made a mistake the last
time when they did not reach
an agreement, may lead them
to agree to conditions that will
enable a good agreement to be
reached.”

Second US
aircraftcarrier
isbeingsentto
the Middle East

Associated Press
February13

The USS Gerald R Ford’s

planned deployment to the Mid-
east comes after Trump only
days earlier suggested another
round of talks with the Iranians




Trump dismantles legal basis for U.S.
climate rules, draws condemnation

Agence France-Presse

WASHINGTON
U.S. President Donald
Trump has revoked a land-

mark scientific finding un-
derpinning U.S. regula-
tions to curb
planet-warming pollution,
marking his biggest roll-
back of climate policy to
date. The repeal of the En-
vironmental  Protection
Agency’s 2009 “endanger-
ment finding” was paired
with the immediate elimi-
nation of greenhouse gas

President Donald Trump arrives in the White House Roosevelt

Room to make the announcement, on Thursday. Ap

standards on automobiles. “
egal challenges are ex-

pected to follow swiftly.
“This determination had
no basis in fact, had none

whatsoever, and no basis
in law,” Mr. Trump said at a
White House event on
Thursday. He dismissed

concerns that tHe regeal
could cost lives by worsen-

ing climate change, reiter-
ating his belief that human-

caused global warming is a
hoax. The administration

also framed the measure as
a_cost-saving move, claim-
ing it would generate more
than $1 trillion in regulato-
ry savings and bring down
new car costs.




Consumers get a raw deal as global
oil price fall benefit remains ‘frozen’

While oil price spikes are passed on to Indian consumers, the benefit of falling prices are not, according to analysts;

petrol prices in India have been cut barely by 1.9% since June 2022 even as oil prices have declined 41% since then

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Data from the Petro-
leum Planning and Analy-
sis Cell (PPAC) show that
the price of oil, as captured
by the Indian basket of
crude oil, rose to over $100
a barrel in the period
March-July 2022, soon af-
ter Russia invaded Ukraine
in February that year.

Frozen prices
In response to this spike,
oil marketing companies

Static pricing

While oil prices have fallen sharply since June 2022, this benefit has
not been passed on to consumers in the form of lower petrol prices.
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This freeze, however,
marked an unofficial di-
gression from the official
dynamic pricing policy the
government had adopted
in 2017 for petrol under
which OMCs were to fix the
price of fuel on a daily ba-

sis based on prevailing oil
prices.

0Oil prices rose to $116 a
barrel by June 2022. The
price of oil available to In-
dia for purchase declined
to an average of $67.9 a
barrel by February 2025, a
41.5% decrease. During
this period, the price of pe-
trol sold in India was re-
duced 1.9% from ¥96.7 a

litre to¥94:8 alitre.

The Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas had
repeatedly informed Par-
liament that the setting of
fuel price is the exclusive
domain of the OMCs, and
that the government has
no part to play in this.

‘Based on convenience’
According to energy sector
analysts and experts,
OMCs have in the past
passed on oil price hikes to
consumers in the form of
higher petrol prices, but
have not passed on the be-
nefits of falling oil price.

“In a regulated system,
the consumer would have
been insulated from both
kinds of shocks,” Rohit
Azad, Professor at the
Centre for Economic Stu-
dies and Planning at the Ja-
waharlal Nehru University
(JNU) said.

“However, in this case,
when crude oil prices go
up, it is passed on to con-
sumers, but when it goes

down, it is not reflected in
the prices. It is a mechan-
ism based on
convenience.”

Notably, even the 1.9%
reduction in petrol prices
since June 2022 has been
due to cuts in taxes on fuel
rather than actions by
OMCs to reduce the under-
lying price of petrol.

That is, the excise duty
on petrol was cut in mid-
March 2024 by 2/litre, re-
ducing the price from
296.7/litre to 394.7/litre.
Since then, the price has
increased marginally to
394.8/litre.

In response to a query
in Parliament, Minister of
State for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Suresh Gopi
pointed out that despite
there being a 32 per litre
hike in the excise duty of
petrol in April 2025, it was
not passed on to consum-
ers. India's largest state-
run OMC, IndianOil Corpo-
ration, did not respond to a
request for comment.



