Calling Rafale a ‘hera,, Vice Chief of

Air Staft seeks more

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Vice Chief of the Air Staff
Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor
on Wednesday described
the Rafale fighter jet as the
“hero” of Operation Sin-
door, and said the Indian
Air Force (IAF) was looking
to induct more such multi-
role fighter aircraft, with
Rafale planes among the
contenders.

On reports regarding al-
leged strikes on Pakistan’s
Kirana Hills during the op-
eration, -Air Marshal Ka-
poor said the IAF had tar-

Vayu Shakti, an upcoming IAF exercise, will be held at the Pokharan
air-to-ground range in'Rajasthan on February 27. PTI

geted terror infrastructure
and several military instal-
lations. “Whether we did
something there or wheth-
er the explosion was
caused by something else,
we don’t know. These vide-
os were presented by their
people; we did nothing
beyond striking terror and
military installations,” he

More than 120 air assets,
including 77 fighter jets,
will participate. The line-
up includes  Rafale,

fighter planes

Su-30MKI, Mirage-2000,
MiG-29, Jaguar, and Tejas
aircraft. Helicopters will al-
so take part, including
Apache, Chinook, light
combat helicopter Pra-
chand, and advanced light
helicopter, along with tran-
sport aircraft such as the
C-130J, C17, and C-295,
which will make its debut
at the event.

Wing Commander Ajit
B. Wasane said that 277
weapons would be de-
ployed during the exercise,
which will last two hours
and 35 minutes. Around
12,000 kg of explosives will
be detonated across 43
events involving 23 targets.
Surface-to-air systems such
as Akash and SpyDer,
short-range loitering muni-
tions, and counter un-
manned aerial systems will




Express News Service
New Delhi, February 11

Addressing reporters ahead
of Exercise Vayu Shakti —
where the IAFwilldemonstrate
its full spectrum of combat and
firepower capabilities at the
Pokhran range close to the

India-Pakistan border in Rajas-
than on February 27 — he said
the biennial demonstration this
time assumes a different conno-
tation asthisis taking place after
last year's Operation Sindoor.
He said that while long-dis-
tance targeting will not be
showcased in this firepower
demonstration at Pokhran
range, the effects of the strikes
on the ground will be demon-
strated as part of it. “We will do
our demonstration. What
message will go out to anyone...
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itisup to you todecide.”

Inastatement, the Defence
Ministry said, “As the first, fast-
est and fiercest responder, the
Indian Air Force will highlight
its ability to rapidly punish the
enemy, dominate operational
environment from the outset
and decisively influence the
course of operations by trans-
forming tactical actions into
strategicoutcomes.”

It said the exercise will also
showcase glimpses of how IAF
plays a crucial role in humani-
tarian assistance and disaster

pmanagement by providing
rapid airlift and rescue and
evacuation from conflict zones
within the country as well as
abroad.

“Fullspectrum operations by
fighter, transportand helicopter
platforms including Tejas, Ra-
fale, Jaguar, Mirage-2000, Su-
30MKI, Hawk, MiG-29, C-130J,
C-295, C-17, Chetak, ALH MK-1V,
Mi-171V,LCH, Apache, Chinook
and Remotely Piloted Aircraft
(RPA) will be executed,” it said.

Theexercisewillalsofeature
advanced weapon systemssuch
as Short Range Loitering Muni-
tions (SRLM), Akash, SpyDer
and Counter Unmanned Aerial
Systems (CUAS), carrying out
day, dusk and night missions, it
added. “Vayu Shakti will also
highlight the success of Oper-
ation Sindoor, reaffirming IAF's
primacy inairspace dominance,
long-range precision targeting,

multi-domain operations and
its ability to deliver decisive ef-
fectswith indigenous platforms
guided by the vision of ‘Aat-
manirbhar Bharat’,” it said.

More than 120 air assets,
comprising 77 fighter jets, which
includeRafale, Su-30MKI, MiG-
29, LCA Tejas, Jaguar, Mirage-
2000, Apache, Chinook and
LCH Prachand, Advanced Light
Helicopter (ALH), among heli-
copters, and eight transport air-
craft will be part of the exercise,
with C-295 making its debut in
the drill, IAF officers said.

Wg Cdr Ajit B Wasane, who
conducted a presentation onthe
exercise, said about 12,000 kg of
explosives will be detonated
duringthe course of the exercise.



o DELHI TRIAL COURTS: PENDENCY RISES BY ONE LAKH EVERY YEAR

Case pendency soars, marginal ris¢in number of judges

Nirbhay Thakur other hand, are on paternity
New Delhi, February 11 leave for about half-a-month e Casesvs judges
and two others are on month-
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strength of

long earned or compensatory | — [ Pending | Working: | Average no.of | faires Delhi has seven court com-

leave. Overall, about 5% of the case$ |strength | casesperjudge L lexes j

736 current judges areonlong 5005 l 47lakh /280 | 1670 | m_tl_lem_lﬁ.hmes_the

leaves. f , " — number of cases they heard two
2025_ l 16 lakh _L_736 | 2,170 decades ago as the working

—

has not
disposed of cases has risen by
over onelakh every year on an
average, while working
sn%h remained stagnant. X

From 2018 to 2025, the dif- Reports from the Capital’s  t he
ference betweenthecasesinsti-  distri e pictureisevenmoregrimwhen
onelooks atdigital traffic courts
and cheque bounce courts,
which sometimes hear up to
300 cases a day.

e
alone.

15 are on six-month maternity
leave, another 13 are on child-
care leave for periods spanning
between one and six months.
Two male judges, on the




IT Act, conspiracy charges in
case over ex-Army chief book

Delhi Police seek clarification from Penguin over circulation of the unpublished book0n social

media; they are investigating which version of the book Rahul was seen holding in the Lok Sabha

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The police on Wednes-
day issued notice to Pen-
guin Random House In-
dia seeking clarifications
over the circulation of the
unpublished book on so-
cial media.

A senior officer said an
FIR was lodged on Febru-
ary 3, taking suo motu cog-
nisance of reports about
the circulation of the book
on social media.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi shows a copy of Four Stars of Destiny
during the Budget Session of Parliament in New Delhi. pTI

ing it is available for sale.
The police are verifying the
authenticity of these mate-
rials and tracing their
source.

Internal leak

Another senior officer con-
firmed that the publisher
and General Naravane

mining whether the mate-
rial may have been ac-
cessed during the
submission and editorial
processes. Given the num-
ber of personnel involved
in publishing workflows,
the possibility of an inter-
nal leak has not been ruled
out, leading to the addition
of criminal conspiracy
charges.

The police are also in-
vestigating which version
of the book Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi was seen
holding in the Lok Sabha
and how he may have ac-
cessed it, if at all. The offic-
er added that the probe
could extend to multiple
individuals, though no de-
tails have been disclosed
regarding questioning so
far due to the sensitive na-

Some online marketing were aware of the manu-
platforms have displayed script’s contents.
the book’s cover, suggest- Investigators are exa-




Vande Mataram to be played
before National Anthem: govt.

Fresh set of guidelines issued to States and government bodies but no formal statement made by

the Centre; it says when the National Song is sung or played, the audience shall stand to attention

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

It states that whenever
the official version of the
National Song, around 3.1
minutes long, is sung or
played, the audience shall
stand to attention. “Ho-

The Ministry said the in-
structions were being is-
sued for general informa-

Setting the tone

Key guidelines for singing and playing the National Song

= Vande Mataram
should be sung or
played before the
National Anthem when
both are performed at
an event

= The audience must
stand at attention
when the official
version, around 3
minutes 10 seconds
long, is sung or played

= Standing is not
required if it is play
as part of a newsree

or documentary
o~

J

(

mpanied by mass singing during
ling of the National Flag, cultural
occasions, or ceremonial functions
other than parades

tion and guidance on the
official version of the song,
the occasions on which it
is to be played or sung,
and about the need for
paying respect to the song
by observance of proper
decorum on such
occasions.

It said that Vande Mata-
ram, written by Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee, is
known as the “National
Song, which is to be sung
on arrival and departure of
the President at formal
state functions and other
functions organised by the
government, immediately
before and after the Presi-
dent addresses the nation

over All India Radio and te-
levision, on arrival and de-
parture of the Governor or
Lieutenant-Governor  at
formal state functions,
when the National Flag is
brought on parade, any
other occasion for which
special orders are issued
by the Government of
India”.

When a band plays it

“When the National Song
is played by a band, the
song will be preceded by a
roll of drums to assist the
audience to know that it is
going to be played, unless
there is some other specif-
ic indication that the Na-

tional Song is about to be
played,” the Ministry said.

The official version shall
be played accompanied by
mass singing on the unfur-
ling of the National Flag,
on cultural occasions or
ceremonial functions oth-
er than parades. The mass
singing could be arranged
by having a choir of adeq-
uate size, suitably sta-
tioned, which would be
trained to coordinate its
singing with the band.

It may be sung on occa-
sions which, though not
strictly ceremonial, are ne-
vertheless invested with
significance because of the
presence of Ministers and
others, the Ministry said.

“It is not possible to give
an exhaustive list of occa-
sions on which the singing
(as distinct from playing)
of official version of the
National Song can be per-
mitted. But there is no ob-
jection to the singing of the
National Song accompa-
nied by mass singing so
long as it is done with due
respect as a salutation to
the motherland and prop-
er decorum is main-
tained,” the Ministry said.

“In all schools, the day’s
work may begin with com-
munity singing of the Na-
tional Song...,” it added.




Sitharaman counters LLoP on
farmers, food security & data

Deeptiman Tiwary
New Delhi, February 11

HOURS AFTER Leader of Op-
position Rahul Gandhi targeted
the government over the India-
US trade deal, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
while defending provisions of
the Union Budget, hit back at
the Congress, saying it was the
UPA that had “surrendered” In-
dia’s interests at the WTO and
put farmers and the food secur-
ity system at risk.

Replying to the diseussion

inLokSabhaonthe Budiet, Si-

PARLIAMENT

OPPPARTIES SAY
BUDGET ONLY
FOR PRIVILEGED

verely constrai -

mentan ic distribu-
tion system. “This meant that

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



R_ahul slams Govt

Parliamentary Affairs Minister  onthePrime Minister. Themain
Kiren Rijiju said a privilege no-  thingisthatnoPMwould dothis
tice will be moved against Gan-  inanormalsituation.Inanormal
situation, no PM would do what
has happened in terms of data,
farmers, defence and energy se-
curity. Someone would do this
only when there is a certain
choke on him.”

Earlier, in the House, when

there was an uproar over Gan-  billiondollarstol46billionido!-
dhi’s remarks, Rijiju said he AFSF THiSiSabSHrarARA they
should not use “abusive lan- HAVETO'COMMItMENT O US...
guage”. Our tariff has gone up, while
Gandhisaid hewill authenti- Intargetingthegovernment,  EhHeirSHaseome down from16%
cate what he said. Stepping out * Gandhiaddressed US President t00%” he said.
of the House, he told reporters:  Donald Trump overIndian data. “We have buckled up on tar-
“There are (US) Departmentof itfs, handed out our data, given
Justicefiles on Epstein files nam- up control over digital trade
ing (Union Minister) Hardeep rules; no data localisation; free
Puriand (industrialist) Anil Am- data flow to the USA; limit on
bani. In an ongoing ease against digital tax; nosource code disclo-
Adani, summons have been is- sure and 20-year tax holiday.
sued. The Government of India The most valuable asset that
has not responded for thelast 18
months. Thereis direct pressure been handed over,” he said.



US deal raises questions. PM must take
aleaf out of Manmohan Singh

RADE DIPLOMACY is a game
of chess. Thereal world of trade
negotiations rarely conformsto
David Ricardo’s theory of com-
parative advantage where the
French sell their wine to England and the
British sell their cloth to France. Trade ne-
gotiations are also aby i i

tis, therefore, entirely understandable
that President Donald Trump chose to
weaponise tariffs in hi
American powe

In matters pertaining to national se-
curity, a government should not only be
doing the right thing, but should also be
seen to be doing the right thing. Mere as-
sertion and ham-handed messaging can-
not substitute for clear statements of in-
tent and purpose. Since Parliament is in
session, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
ought to have made a statement in the
Lok Sabha rather than allow a Tweedle-
dum-Tweedledee buck-passing perform-
ance by the ministers of commerce and
external affairs. On matters of interna-
tional relations, economic or political, the
buck stops with the PM.

Returning from his visit to Washington,
DC in July 2005 Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh chose to address Parliament, of-
feringa detailed account of hisdiscussions
with President George Bush. On thematter

of energy security, the core of the US-India
civil nuclear energy agreement, Prime Min-
ister Singh told Parliament: “That India’s
quest for energy security is an essential
component of our vision for our develop-
ment wasasignificant theme of my talks. I
elaborated the imperative need for India to
have unhindered access to all sources of
energy, including nuclear energy, if we are
tomaintain and accelerate our rate of econ-
omic growth. Iam pleased to state that the
USunderstood our position in regard to our
securing adequate and affordable energy
supplies, from all sources.”

For three years, Parliament was
allowed to discuss in minute detail all as-
pects of the nuclear deal. Despite that, op-
position political parties, including the
Bharatiya Janata Party, voted against the
deal. Many even in the Congress party
were unhappy with the deal. It was Singh’s
transparency that earned him the trust of
the Indian electorate and secured him a

second term in office in 2009.
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The deal may be the best

under the circumstances, but
itis not a favour to India. Itis a
price India has agreed to pay
tokeepthe US onits side. Tha
is how the world will view it.
This is not the first time that
India has had to bend under
ire from Big Powers. But|
this is the first time such
bending is being portr.
agreat achievement

Rather than celebrate thetrade deal as
a great achievement, the Modi govern-
ment ought to have statedhonestly that
this was thebest it could do under the cir-
cumstances to safeguard livelihoods in
export-oriented sectors. India walked out
of the Regional Comprehensive Econ-
omic Partnership (RCEP) using the lan-
guageof national interest when, in fact, it
was defending livelihoods in sectors that
were unwilling to expose themselves to
global competition.

The same motivation shaped the trade
deal with Trump. It is a different matter
that the Modi government did not think
about the livelihood of Punjab’s farmers,
smalland medium enterprises and traders
when it closed the gates on trade with Pak-
istan. But then, the merchants of Surat and
the shrimp farmers of the Coromandel
Coast seem to have more clout.

T
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That the government has been able to
orchestrate support from courtiers in the
think-tank and diplomatic community is
understandable. Mea culpa.Itoo have had
toconduct that orchestrationin mytimein
government. However, never during the
negotiation of the civil nuclear deal did
American leadership mock Indian leader-

There are still far too many questions
about the deal and the government has

Baru s a writer and former editor,
The Financial Express



Trump and Netanyahu
meet as Iran nuclear
diplomacy tops agenda

Reuters secureIsrael, alongstanding US
Washington, February 11 ally and arch-foe of Iran.
In media interviews on

In hisseventh meetingwith
Trump since the president re-
turned to office~nearly 13
months age, Netanyahu was
looking toinfluence the next

round of US discussions with
Iran-following nuclear negoti-
ations heldinOman last Friday.




Iran will not yield in face
of aggression: Pezeshkian

Stanly Johny

On February 9, Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei urged Iranians
to take part in “street
marches” to demonstrate
national power and drive
“the enemy to despair”.
On Wednesday, state TV
broadcast visuals of de-
monstrators filling the

Resolute stance

“From the very first days of
the Revolution, the ene-
mies tried to destroy our
fledgling movement
through actions such as
creating division and stag-
ing coups,” President Ma-

Masoud Pezeshkian speaks duringthe 47th anniversary of the
Islamic Revolution in Tehran on Wednesday. REUTERS

soud Pezeshkian, a refor-
mist, said while addressing
a rally at Azad Square. He
said Iran was not seeking
nuclear weapons and was
ready for verification, but
added. that it would not
fold under pressure.

High tensions

down by security person-

nel. According to Iranian
authorities, at least 3,117
people were killed in vio-
lent protests and state
crackdown.

The U.S. and Iran held
talks in Muscat on Febru-
ary 6, but there was no
breakthrough. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who ordered
air strikes on Iran in June
2025, triggered the 12-day
war, is now in Washington
to meet Mr. Trump. They
are expected to discuss
Iran among other topics.




INVESTIGATORS IDENTIFIED A FEMALE SUSPECT BUT WOULD NOT RELEASE A NAME

Atleast9 dead, 25 hurt as shooter
opens fire at Canada high school

Associated Press
British Columbia, February 11

CANADIANS WERE in shock
Wednesday after one of the
country’sdeadliest mass shoot-
ings as authorities said seven
peoplewerekilled ataschoolin
remote northern British Colum-
biaand two others werekilled at
anearby home. A woman that
police believed was the shooter
was found dead, apparently
from a “self-inflicted wound.”
Royal Canadian Mounted
Police said more than 25 people
were wounded in Tuesday’s
shooting, including two who
were airlifted for medical care
with life-threatening injuries.
Tumbler Ridge in the Cana-
dian Rockies ismore than1,000
kilometers (600 miles) north-
east of Vancouver, near the
provincial border with Alberta.
The provincial government
website lists Tumbler Ridge
Secondary School as having 175
students from grades 7to 12.
“Parents, grandparents,
sisters, brothers in Tumbler
Ridge will wake up without
someone they love. The nation
mourns with you and Canada
stands by you,” an emotional
Prime Minister Mark Carney
said as he arrived in Parliament.
Carney’s office said he was
suspending a planned trip to
Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Mu-
nich, Germany. He had beenset
toannouneealong-awaited de-
fense industrial strategy in
Halifax on'Wednesday before
heading to Europe for the Mu-
nich Security Conference.
Police found six people

Avideo grab shows students exiting the Tumbler Ridge School after
the deadly shootings, in British Columbia,Canada, on Tuesday. a»

dead, RCMP Superintendent
Ken Floyd said. A seventh per-
son died while being trans-
ported to a hospital, and two
more were found dead at a resi-
dence the authorities believe
was connected to the attack: A
suspect appeared to have died
of a “self-inflicted injury.”

Floyd told reporters that in-
vestigators had identified a fe-
male suspect butwould not re-
lease a mame, and that the
shooter’s motive remained
unclear.Hesaid police areinves-
tigatingthe connection between
theshooter and the victims.

Tumbler Ridge Mayor Dar-
ryl Krakowka said it was “dev-
astating” to learn how many
had died in the community of
2,700, which he called a “big
family.”

“I broke down,” Krakowka
said. “T have lived here for 18
years. I probably know every
one of the victims.”

» Canada’s worstmass
murderincidents

APRIL2025: Eleven people were
killed and dozens injured in Van-
couver when aman with a history
of mental health issues rammed
anSUV throughacrowd ata
Filipino community festival.

SEPTEMBER 2022: A stabbing
spree left 10 people dead and in-
jured 18 others, spanning 13 sites
across the two tiny communities
of James Smith Cree Nationand
Weldon in rural Saskatchewan.

APRIL2020: Agunman, who at
one point masqueraded as a po-
lice officer, killed at least 16
peopleinNova Scotia

JULY 2018: Amanwalkeddowna
busy Toronto street, shooting ran-
domly into restaurants. He killed
two people and wounded 13.

LEADERS REACT TOCANADA SHOOTING

“My prayers and

deepest condolences
are with the families

who have lost loved

ones to these horrific

acts of violence”

MARK CARNEY,
PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA

o

=)

“Deeply shocked by
the horrendous
shootingin Canada.
Indiastandsin
solidarity with the
people of Canada.”

NARENDRA MODI,
PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA

&
“Ourthoughtsare  “Whenchildrenare
with the families killed, no one should
and friendsofthe  remainindifferent.
victims, the Such tragedies
injured, and the should never happen
entireeducational anywhere,inany
community.” countryinthe world.”
EMMANUEL MACRON, VOLODYMYRZELENSKYY,
FRENCH PRESIDENT UKRAINE PRESIDENT
The people of Californiastand
‘. - _5 with our neighboursin Canada
£ ingriefand solidarity.
(% GAVINNEWSOM,
CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR




BNP accuses Jamaat-e-Islami of
trying to buy votes before polling

The accusation was made after a Jamaat leader was caught with nearly 74 lakh taka (355 lakh) in Saidpur airport in north

Bangladesh; the Islamist party said the incident was a ‘staged drama’ to project the party in negative light ahead of the vote

Kallol Bhattacherjee
DHAKA

Jel said the incident was
a “staged drama” by law
enforcement agencies.

“At a time when all
banks, financial institu-
tions, business transac-

Poll fiasco: Residents walking past a campaign banner of a
Jamaat-e-Islami candidate in Bangladesh’s Jessore district. AFP

tions and. activities are
closed to prevent illegal fi-
nancial dealings in the
election, naturally, ques-
tions are arising everywh-
ere - from what source did

the top leader of Jamaat in
one district obtain this vast
amount of money, for what
purpose, to whom was it
intended for, and why was
he travelling from Dhaka to

Thakurgaon on the eve of
election,” said Mahdi
Amin, spokesperson of the
BNP’s Election Steering
Committee, alleging that
there have been reports of
Jamaat leaders distributing
cash in multiple other con-
stituencies including Dha-
ka-15, where JeI’s chief Sha-
fiqur Rahman is contesting
the election.

The BNP and Jamaat,
which were coali-
tion partners during 2001-
06, are pitted against each
other in the absence of the
Awami League, whose ac-
tivities remain banned.

Over the past several
days, the two parties have
clashed on multiple occa-
sions and on Tuesday in

Bogura, a BNP leader was
injured after he was alleg-
edly attacked by Jamaat
supporters. Mr. Amin ac-
cused Jel of collecting
bKash financial transfer
numbers and Voter IDs of
citizens and planning to
hand over cash to voters.
“The Saidpur Airport inci-
dent cannot be viewed as
an isolated event,” said Mr.
Amin. He added that “a
particular party” is accum-

ulating “domestic wea-
pons” and intimidating
voters.

Jamaat held a press con-
ference soon after the inci-
dent was reported and said
concerted attempts were
being made to project the
party in negative light.



SKY IS THE LIMIT: LAVROV ON TIES WITH INDIA

‘Nobody except Trump said
India won’tbuy Russianoil’

DivyaA
New Delhi, February 11

Respondingtoalawmakerin
the State Duma (Lower House of
Russian Parliament), Lavrov

L > o7 W 2 =

Moscow on Wednesday. ap

said, adding; “the sky is the
limit”.

Speaking duringthe Govern-
ment Hour of the State Duma,
Lavrov said Putin's state visit to
India.in December 2025 had
further enriched relations be-
tween Moscow and New Delhi.

A newianeeting between the

leaders of the two countries is
expected to take place on the
sidelines of the BRICS summit,
Lavrov told the Russian Parlia-

.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov at the State Dumain

Joint Secretary (Multilateral
Economic Relations) Shambhu
L Hakki, India's BRICS Sous
Sherpa.

BRICS Sherpas and senior of-
ficials from Brazil, China, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, Rus-
sia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa
and UAE participated in the
meeting. The BRICS Sherpas
and Country Representatives
jointly called on the External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar on

everal Ministries and gov-
ernment departments pres-

ented India's priorities and pro-
posed activities under various
BRICS thematicareas, including
cooperation in health, agricul-
ture, labour and employment,
disasterriskreduction, environ-
ment, climate change, energy,
innovation, ICT, security and
counter-terrorism, economic
and financial domains, as per a
statement by the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs (MEA).

The representatives of the
BRICS Partner countries partici-
pated in the opening session of
the meeting. India’s BRICS
Chairship builds on the cooper-
ative activities carried out under
previous BRICS Chairships, and
shares their perspectives in ad-
vancing priorities of resilience,
innovation, cooperation and
sustainability, and people-cen-
tric approach, MEA said.

(WITHPTIINPUTS)



