| CABINET SECRETARIAT SENDS ‘SCORECARDS FORSEPTNOV 2025
From file disposal to output, Union
Secretaries now get areport card each

Includes negative marks for « Parameters used inassessment

‘excessive’ spend on foreign visits or PARAMETER MAX MARKS
File disposal 20
events, delayed payments to MSMESs Emic SO — : .
Harikishan Sharma TheIndian Expresshas leamt. \ ({a.blngt/CCEA i » 2
Litigation 5
Output/Activities annexure A of the monthly DO~ | 15
Expenditure on schemes and capital expenditure 15
Timely completion of PMG projects [ 10
Financial Advisor/IFD i | 6
Disposal of bills by PAO/CCA | 4
Output/Activities in Annexure C of the monthly D.O. | 10
Discretionary marks by Cabinet Secretary | 5
Total [ 100
NEGATIVE MARKS | -12




File disposal to output

“administrative scorecards”, for
the months of September, Oc-
tober and November 2025, tothe
Secretaries in the first week of Ja-
nuary thisyear.

Among the parameters, file
disposal carries the maximum
marks of 20, followed by out-
put/ activities, and expenditure
on schemes and capital expen-
diture, both with 15 markseach.
The other parameters include
public grievance redressal,
Cabinet notes, timely comple-
tion of projects being moni-
tored by the Project Monitoring
Group (PMG), timely disposal
of bills by Pay and Accounts Of-
fice (PAO)and Chief Controller
of Accounts (CCA).

The scorecards also carry 12
negative marks, which, it is
learnt, would be imposed for “ex-
cessive expenditure” on foreign
Visits or events, abnormal pen-
dency of files at the level of Sec-
retary and above, and delayed
payments to Micro;Small and
Medium Enterprises.

Besides; the scorecards also
have a provision for S “discre-
tionary marks”, which will be
awarded by the Cabinet Secre-
tary forexceptional work or con-
tributions made by a Secretary
or department.

The concept of scorecards is
learnt to have been introduced
after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, on several occasions,
highlighted the need to elimin-
atedelaysatvariouslevelsinthe
government.

based on an objective and a fair
methodology.

nthiscontext, heislearntto
have pointed out that the Civil
Services Examination has a
provision for comparing a His-

tory student’s marks with a
Physics student’s marks.

Earlier, the Modi govern-
ment had also launched PRA-
GATI (Pro-Active Governance
and Timely Implementation)
— a flagship platform for fast-
tracking projects, schemes, and
grievance redressal through di-
rect, real-time review by the
Prime Minister, in partnership
with States and Union
Ministries.



Citing rules, PMO tells

LS Sectt: No questions
on PM CARES, relief
and defence funds

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, February 8

THE PRIME Minister’s Office

It is learnt that on January
30,the PMOtold the Lok Sabha
Secretariat that questions and
matters related to the three

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

EQ EXPLAINED

Funds in question

PM CARESisapublic
charitable trust set up to
raise funds for national
emergencies such as Covid.
PMNREF providesimmediate
reliefto people affected by
natural calamities, major
accidents, riots, etc. The
NDF is meant specifically
forthe welfare of members
ofthe armed and paramili-
tary forces and supportto
their families.



PM CARES fund

Under the stipulated condi-
tionsthatgoverntherighttoask
questionsinthe LokSabha, Rule

The reasoning for questions
and matters not being admiss-
ible in Lok Sabha given by the
PMO, itislearnt,wasthatthecor-
pusofthese fundsis constituted
entirely with voluntary public
contribution and not from any
allocation out of the Consoli-
dated Fund of India.

The PMOdid not respond to
an emailed query from The In-
dian Expresson its communica-
tionwith the Lok Sabha Secre-
tariat in this regard. Mukesh
Kumar Sharma, Joint Secretary,
Lok Sabha Secretariat (Media &
Public Relations Branch), did
notrespond to requests for com-
ment from The Indian Express.

The PM CARES fund was set
up on March 27,2020, following
the Covid outbreak. The fund
was registered asa Public Chari-
table Trust and its trust deed
has been registered under the
Registration Act, 1908, at New
Delhi on March 27, 2020.

The Centre had made the sub-
mission during the hearing ofa
pleaseekingtodeclarethe fund
a “state” under Article 12 of the
Constitution to ensure trans-

parency in its functioning.
The Centre in its affidavit
had said that the trust is
“neither intended to be or in
fact owned or controllqd?’kby
any government or
mentality of the goverament
and the composition of the
board of trustées consisting of
holders of public office is
merely for administrative con-
venience:
_Theaffidavit also stated that
since itis not constituted under
law™ or the Constitution,
PMCARES does not constitute
a public authority under the
provisions of the RTT Act.

tional Disaster Response Fund

((NDRF). saying they “are two
entirely different funds with dif-

direction.

The apex court had also said
guidelines specifically provide
for audit of the NDRF by the
Comptroller & Auditor General
of India, but PM CARES Fund is
a public charitable trust due to
which “thereis no occasion” for
such an audit.

Dismissing a writ petition
filed by the NGO, Centre for Pub-
lic Interest Litigation (CPIL), the
court had said: “The funds col-
lected in the PM CARES Fund
are entirely different funds
which are funds of a public
charitable trust and there is no
occasion for issuing any direc-
tion to transfer the said funds to
the NDRF”.



Sec

DivyaA
New Delhi, February 8

IN A first, India and Canada
have agreed to appoint security
liaison officers to enable in-
formation-sharing on drug-
trafficking and transnational
organised criminal networks.
This comes after the two-day
visit of National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval to Ottawa on
February 6-7, where he met Na-
thalie Drouin, National Secur-
ity and Intelligence Advisor to
Canadian PM Mark Carney.
Inastatement released after
the visit, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs said on Sunday that
the twosides acknowledged the
progress oninitiativesaimed at
supporting the safety and se-
curity of their countries and

thatthe visit waspart of regular
bilateral security dialogue be-
tween the two sides.

lopens
with Canada post Dovalvisit

=y

File photo of NSA Ajit Dovalwith his Canadian counterpart Nathalie
Drouin. Doval met Drouin during his visit to Ottawa on February 6-7.

New Delhi and Ottawa are
undergoingasignificantdiplo-
matic reset overthe last one
year, since the beginning of
Carney’s term as PM - shifting
from a major chill over the Har-
deep Singh Nijjar assassination

Prime Minister Carney is ex-
pected to visit India some time
this year to cement ties, al-
though there has been no offi-
cial announcement by either
side on the dates of the visit.
This follows a “positive” meet-
ing between Modi and Carney
on the sidelines of the G7 Sum-
mit in Kananaskis in June last
year.

Ever since, India and Ca-
nada have taken calibrated and
constructive steps to restore
stability in the relationship,
starting with the “early return

of ngh Co mmlssmners toeach

Besides, as per MEA, the
two countries are also com-
mitted to formalising cooper-
ation on cybersecurity policy
and information-sharingon cy-
bersecurity issues, as well as
continuing discussions on co-
operation related to fraud and
immigration enforcement.
During his visit, Doval also had
a meeting with Gary Ananda-
sangaree, Minister for Public
Safety of Canada, on Friday.



India, Malaysia ink pacts

; during talks

in Kuala Lumpur, Modi and Malaysian PM highlight efforts to promote trade in local currencies

Press Trust of India
KUALA LUMPUR

Following his wide-rang-
ing talks with Malaysian
Prime Minister Anwar Ibra-
him, Mr. Modi reiterated
India’s position on combat-
ing terrorism as he said:

including a
pact for «deeper  engage-
ment in the semiconductor
sector.

Mr. Modi, who arrived
in Kuala Lumpur on Satur-
day, and Mr. Ibrahim ap-
preciated efforts to pro-
mote the usage of local
currencies — the Indian ru-
pee and Malaysian ringgit
— for trade settlement.

“We will pave the way

ramewor:

4

i

Bidding adieu: PrimeMinister Narendra Modi waving to the gathering before his departure from

Malaysia on Sunday. PTi/PMO

for economic transforma-
tion through strategic
trust,” Mr. Modi said, de-
scribing the India-Malaysia
relationship as “special”.

During the visit, Mr. Mo-
di also met Malaysia’s In-
dian-origin Ministers, MPs
and Senators and interact-
ed with four leading indus-
try leaders of Malaysia.

“We are maritime neigh-
bours. For centuries, our
peoples have had deep and
cordial ties,” he said in his
media statement. Mr. Modi
also announced India's de-
cision to establish an In-
dian Consulate General in
Malaysia.

In his remarks, Mr. Ibra-
him noted India’s econom-

ic growth and said his
country would benefit im-
mensely if it could secure
more ways and opportuni-
ties to collaborate with
New Delhi.

‘Spectacular rise’

“It (India’s economic
growth) is one spectacular
rise in the international
eco and trade scene,” he
said, describing the deci-
sion to use local currencies
for bilateral trade as
“remarkable”.

Elaborating on engage-
ment in the security do-
main, Mr. Modi said coop-
eration in
counter-terrorism, intelli-
gence sharing, and mari-
time security will be

strengthened, adding that
both sides will further ex-

at the CEO Forum opened
new opportunities for
trade and investment.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



India, Malaysia ink pacts
to expand strategic ties

The Prime Minister touched upon India’s position
on Indo-Pacific and its steadfast views on the 10-
nation Association of Southeast Asian Nations’s
(ASEAN) centrality in the region.

” he added.

Mr. Modi said he and Mr. Tbrahim also had a
“meaningful discussion” on regional and global
issues.

“In this environment of global instability, the
growing friendship between India and Malaysia is
of vital importance to both countries.” “We share
the view that reform of global institutions is essen-
tial to address today’s challenges. We will conti-
nue to support all efforts for peace. And our mes-
sage on terrorism is clear: No double standards;
no compromise,” he added.

” he said.

The two Prime Ministers also “unequivocally
and strongly condemned” terrorism in all its
forms, including cross-border terrorism and
called for “zero tolerance” of terrorism, according
to a joint statement.

The two leaders also called for concerted glo-
bal efforts to combat terrorism in a comprehen-
sive and sustained manner and agreed to work to-
wards countering radicalisation and violent
extremism.




India-Greece defence ties in focus as
Ministers meet in New Delhi today

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

With a focus on enhancing
defence cooperation,
Greek Defence Minister Ni-
kos Dendias and Indian De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh will hold a bilateral
meeting on Monday at the
Manekshaw Centre in New
Delhi.

The discussions are ex-
pected to focus on enhanc-
ing cooperation in the de-
fence sector, a senior

official said.

Mr. Dendias noted that
European perceptions of
India have evolved signifi-
cantly over time, adding
that India is now viewed as

a “necessary-to-have”
partner.

Defence ties between
India and Greece have seen
steady momentum in re-




After START, need for new
stabilising mechanisms

HE TRUMP Administration’sdecisiontolet the last re-
maining nuclear arms-control treaty with Russia lapse
marks a historicinflection point in the management of

dangerous weapons. SiflcEERCIOSOSIRENSNiSWeaN

SCCUFAMONSNESICANPOWEES. Trump’s approach breaks

sharply from that tradition. It emphasises unconstrained deter-
rence, unilateral technological advantage, and flexible force pos-
tures asbetter suited to American interests. This shift aligns with
Washington’s broader reorientation under Trump on global econ-

omic and political institutions. [P SNiSICIESSICalains

. For Russia, such
treaties symbolised great-power parity with Washington; yet, the
underlying asymmetry.is stark.

Analysts warn that the post-START environment will fuel hedg-
ing andwaorst-case planning, accelerating a renewed arms race.

India, too, must
confront the reality of emerging nuclear multipolarity. Rather
than remain a bystander, Delhi must engage major powers in
shaping new norms and stabilising mechanisms for aworld with
many nuclear actors.




EU, US deals connect India to world’s
largest markets, open new trade vistas

ILATERALTRADE deals have
been characterised by long
negotiations and reasonable
concessions on either side to
iron ou
ments. In this respe:

commonalities and differences. India’s
position is based on, one, not budging
from its stated position of protecting the
vulnerable areas of agriculture, dairy and
SMESs, ensuring the interests of the small
farmers are not compromised, and two,
the emergence of a mature, market-driven
economy in India, driven by wider re-
forms across governance, regulation, and
market infrastructure.

The_differences include some ke
points, notably the issue of CBAMinthe EU
negotiationsand itsabsence in the USFTA
negotiations. VlewsoE EEEE EE] ]EE 5]50
diﬁmﬂwmoﬂm.

‘A, India has se-
cured unprecedented market access for

me
trade value, to the EU, which also bolsters
the “Make in India” initiative. Beyond
goods, itunlocks high-value commitments
inservices, supported by acomprehensive
mobility framework enabling the seamless
movement of skilled Indian professionals.
In contrast, the US interim agreeément
was a direct by-product of emergi -
political realities. The fact thatthe deal with
the US was given the go-ahead only after
putting in place historic deals with the EU
and the UK stands testimony to India’s di-

plomatic acumen. The deal with the US
should thus be viewed as part of a series of
formal negotiations spanning the Middle
East, the UK, and New Zealand, all of which
indicate the emergence of a new trade
order in South Asia.

Before we discuss the impact of the US
tradedeal, acoupleof pointsareinorderon

he misguided rheto cundihedes

otsignificantlyaffect domestic infla-
tion, evenafter sacrificing the Russian dis-

count (end of hostilities in Ukraine may
even reduce the discount from

Soumya
KANTI GHOSH

The fact that the deal with the
US was given the go-ahead
only after putting in place
historic deals with the EU and
the UK stands testimony to
India’s diplomatic acumen

TheUShasalsoin-
dicated that this interim framework is a
steppingstonetoward a full Bilateral Trade
Agreement(BTA): Furthertariff reductions
on Indian goeds will be considered during
BTAnegotiations.

The two deals share some similarities,
notably shielding the imports of agri and
dairy productsto India. Under the US deal,
Indiawill eliminate or reduce tari 1
UsSin it S
food and agricultural products, including
dried distillers §ra‘ms (DDGs). red sor?um
for animal feed, tree nuts, fresh and pro-
cessed fruit, soyabean oil, wine, and spirits,
while protecting the broader domestic
market. In fact, Indig jsalreadv the largest
importerofsovabeanailglobally (but USA
accounted for only 3 per cent in India’s
overall soyabean 01! 1m§ort o! §4.3 Eil in
Apr-Nov, FY25). Hence this decision clearly
beneits India. similarly, almonds, walnuts,
pistachios and cranberry import from USA
will now attract significantly lower duties
and benefit India consumers. India pro-
ducesthese fruitsin very limited quantities
and these are in high demand given their
nutritional contents.

Notably, regarding non-tariff barriers
and digital trade, both the US and the EU
have indicated flexibility and awillingness
for dialgoue

The benefits from the US deal
could be even greater. Among the
top five USimports, India hasare-

vealed comparative advantage in chemi-
cals, where China and Singapore currentl

Indiaalso intends to purchase $500 bil-
lion of US energy products, aircraft and air-
craft parts, precious metals, technology
products, and coking coal over the next five
years. This will diversify our capital goods
imports from China.

The EUFTA and the interim BTAwith
the US open a new chapter inIndia’s trade
history. Today, consumers are the real
kings, conscious of the choices they make
across backward and forward integration.
This changed reality must be recognised,
and adjustments made. India has effec-
tively established a reverse Byzantine
equation, engaging in dialogue with all
key stakeholders on its own terms and
pace, building a springboard for a win-
win proposition.

The author is member 16th FC, member,
PMEAC and group chief economic advisor,
State Bank of India. Views are personal




Cancel ASEAN trade pacts if against
national interest, Cong. dares Goyal

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Mr. Sharma, Commerce
Minister in the erstwhile
UPA government, was
reacting to Mr. Goyal’s
press conference on Satur-
day in which he had ques-
tioned UPA-era deals and
policy decisions such as
the import of palm oil.

The Commerce

adisservice to the nation by
terming ASEAN the B-team of
China. He should apologise. I
would urge him to also answer
our questions on the India-US.
trade deal

ANAND SHARMA
Congress leader

Mr. Sharma justified the
decision to import edible
oils such as palm.oil; citing
data to argue that imports
were reguired to meet

Minister has done

Mr. Sharma said U.S.
President Donald Trump’s

“tall claims” about the
agreement raised “funda-
mental questions beyond
trade, which concern na-
tional sovereignty, India’s
global commitments, the
multilateral ~ rule-based
trade regime and the

WTO.”




Himanta targets Gaurav
Gogoi, wife on ‘Pak. links’

Assam CM questions State Congress chief’s 2013 Pakistan visit, says a probe into the visit has been

handed over to Centre; Gogoi dismisses claims, asks how CM’s family acquired ‘vast tracts of land’

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

ssam Chief Minister
A Himanta Biswa Sar-

ma on Sunday
questioned Congress MP
Gaurav Gogoi’s “suspi-
cious” 10-day visit to Pakis-
tan in December 2013 and
his British wife Elizabeth
Colburn Gogoi’s profes-
sional stint with a climate
organisation in the neigh-
bouring country.

Addressing  pressper-
sons, Mr. Sarma asked Mr.
Gogoi, the State Congress
president and son of form-
er Chief Minister late Ta-
run Gogoi, to disclose de-
tails of his visit to Pakistan
months before he was
elected to the Lok Sabha,
during which he “uncha-
racteristically” maintained
“digital silence”. He asked
the Congress leader  to
make public a letter alleg-
edly issued by Pakistan’s
Interior Ministry, leading
to the modification of the
itinerary in his visa.

Mr. Sarma said Mr. Go-
goi entered Pakistan
through the Attari-Wagah
border for his visit from
December 14 to 24, 2013.
“Pakistan is not a tourist
destination. Asked by the
media about the purpose
of his visit, he claimed that
he had gone to meet his

wife, who had shifted to In-
dia 21 months earlier,” Mr.
Sarma said, adding that the
Special Branch of the As-
sam Police was not in-
formed about the visit,
although Mr. Gogoi’s father
was the Chief Minister
then.

Serious allegations
Assam’s Special Investiga-
tion Team (SIT), probing
the MP’s alleged Pakistan
links, learnt about the
modification in his itiner-
ary by confiscating his
passport, Mr. Sarma said.

“I want him to make pu-
blic the letter. We want to
know its content. We want
to know who he met in La-
hore and why Pakistan
rolled out the red carpet
for him,” he said.

“We suspect he may
have undergone some
form of training during
those 10 days,” the Chief
Minister said.

I'want him to make public
the letter. We want to know
its content. We want to know

who he met in Lahore and why
Pakistan rolled out the red

carpet for him

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA
Assam Chief Minister

Citing the seriousness of
the allegations, Mr. Sarma
said the Assam Cabinet de-
cided on Saturday to hand
the case over to the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs
and seek a national-level
investigation. He added
that while the SIT had not
interrogated Mr. Gogoi out
of respect for his position,
it would do so if directed
by the Centre.

Mr. Sarma said some
kind of “indoctrination”
was evident from the ques-
tions related to national se-
curity raised by Mr. Gogoi
in Parliament in 2014.
These questions were re-
lated to uranium reserves,
border security, Chinese
infrastructure,  defence
procurements,  climate
change, and national water
mission strategies.

Mr. Sarma described Mr.
Gogoi as a “national
threat” and alleged he
could be vulnerable to

blackmail. “Who facilitated
his visits to Islamabad and
Karachi? If he does not
answer, every question he
raised in Parliament will be
viewed with suspicion” the
Chief Minister said.

Mr. Sarma alleged that
Ms. Gogoi, who had joined
U.K.-based climate organi-
sation LEAD Pakistan as a
consultant on March 18,
2011, was effectively “man-
aged by Pakistan”.

However, Mr. Gogoi said
the Chief Minister embar-
rassed himself before the
media and claimed that the
journalists remained un-
convinced after the leng-
thy press conference. He
dismissed the allegations
and instead asked how Mr.
Sarma’s family acquired
vast tracts of land across
Assam, promising redistri-
bution if Congress came to
power.

“l pity the journalists
from Delhi and Assam who
had to suffer the most flop
press conference of the
century. This was worse
than a C-grade cinema.
Most mindless and bogus
points,” he said in a post on
X. “This #SuperFlop is in
contrast to our #XomoyPa-
rivartanYatra which has
been a hit in uncovering
the 12,000 bighas of land
occupied by the Chief Mi-
nister and his family.”



Myanmar's military-scripted polls, India’s strategic bind

Myanmar’s military sought to manufacture

political normalcy through elections held
in three phases between late December 2025 and
January 2026. Predictably, the military-aligned
Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP)
won. The outcome was barely a surprise since
voting was permitted in only 265 of the country’s
330 townships, with a controlled political
participation.

F ive years after the February 1, 2021 coup,

The credibility deficit was compounded by the
junta-appointed Union Election Commission
dissolving several opposition parties, including
the National League for Democracy (NLD), the
Arakan National Party, and the Shan Nationalities
League for Democracy, with senior leaders jailed.
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing fielded dozens of
serving and retired military figures under the
USDP banner, which has now claimed sweeping
victories. The new Parliament is slated to be
formed within two months.

Elections amidst war; India’s response
Since the coup, at least 7,738 people, including
activists, journalists, and civilians, have been
killed, while over 30,000 have been arrested.
these, 22,767 remain in detention, includi:

Magway.

The regime’s brutality has fuelled the growth
of resistance groups, notably the People’s
Defence Forces, which now operate alongside
long-established ethnic armed organisations and
control large swathes of territory, including 91
towns.

India’s internal security. Violence and state
collapse have already triggered refugee inflows
into the nation. India currently hosts 90,100
displaced Myanmar nationals in Mizoram and
Manipur. The absence of a coherent national
refugee policy places disproportionate burdens
on State governments, thus exposing faultlines in
this respect. Continued post-election instability is
likely to sustain such movements.

Harsh V. Pant

is Vice-President,
Observer Research
Foundation,

New Delhi

In repeated statements in December 2025 and
January 2026, External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal has reiterated that
India supports Myanmar’s democratic transition
and that any electoral process must be free, fair
and inclusive, with the participation of all
political stakeholders. This carefully calibrated
language reflects India’s attempt to uphold
democratic principles while avoiding a complete
diplomatic rupture with Naypyitaw. During the

Srﬂl’{“ﬁ same period, New Delhi also clarified that any
Banerjee Indians who had visited Myanmar during the

is Associate Fellow, election process had done so in their personal
Neighbourhood capacnty, mgnallmg adistance and absence from

Studies, Observer
Research Foundation

refuse to recognise the election outcomes for
now, it becomes essential for India to maintain its
balanced approach. New Delhi is likely to sustain
limited engagement with the regime in power to
protect core interests, while simultaneously
maintaining contacts with local actors, which it
has already been doing in recent times.

Myanmar’s elections have, therefore, not
marked a turning point. For India, they underline
a hard truth: managing relations with a fractured
neighbour will require balancing principles with
pragmatism — at a time when neither offers an
easy exit.

India will have
to manage its
ties with the
regime,
balancing
principles with
pragmatism

zones in Myanmar, from where 2,165 Indians
have been rescued since 2022, but more still
remain within the shackles. These developments
present emerging non-traditional security
challenges, underscoring the need for
coordinated and clearer domestic and regional
policy responses.

The path for New Delhi

As western and regional blocs such as the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)




From Mexico to South Africa:
Why Indian automakers
arcfacing rlslng tarift Walls

SoumyarendraBarik
New Delhi, February 8

INDIAN AUTOMOBILE makers
face a new reality as key export
markets slam the door on their
ambitions with steep tariff bar-

Vehicles parked at Maruti'Suzuki’'s Manesar facility. The carmaker
aims to keep a broad-based approach across countriesinthe face
of global trade- and tariff-related risks, said an official. ~ ExpresSFILE

but still, we are exposed to all  turingisessential for preserving
kinds of global trade- and tariff- industrial capabilities in an
related issues,” he said. economy battling high unem-
ployment rates.

These moves also reflect a
broader global trend toward
economic nationalism and in-

For Maruti Suzuki and Hyu-
ndai Motor India, the challenges
in Mexico and South Africa are
particularly concerning. They
areseen askey marketsinIndia’s
automotive export strategy.
Mexico, as a gateway toLatin
America, and South Affica,asa
hub for the African continent.
Rahul Bharti, senior execu-
tive officer-corporate affairs at
Maruti Suzuki, told
analysts. during an

earnings callin January South Africa’sautomo-
that the company will tive sector, which directly
assesswwhat is on the employs over 110,000
South African govern- people and supports

ment’s agenda. “The hundreds of thousands
best thing is to be broad-based = more, has struggled with excess
across a wide portfolio of coun-  capacity and mounting com-
tries, and we have 100-plus of  petition from imported vehicles.
them. So, we'll try to de-risk to Officials in Pretoria argue
the maximum extent possible, that protecting local manufac- WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM



Japan’s first woman leader on course
for landslide win in general election

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s Liberal Democratic Party-led coalition on track to secure over 350 of the 465 seats, exit polls

show; the snap election was called to capitalise on her strong approval ratings; her rule has strained Tokyo’s ties with Beijing

Reuters
TOKYO

Ms. Takaichi’s Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP)
and coalition partner, the

e alone 1s pro-
jected to win‘as many as
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LDP chief Sanae Takaichi places a red paper rose on the name of an
elected candidate at the party headquarters in Tokyo. REUTERS

328 seats, which would be
its best result since 1996,
when the current electoral
system was adopted.
Japan’s  first female
Prime Minister, 64, called
the rare winter snap elec-
tion to capitalise on her bu-
oyant personal approval
ratings since she was ele-
vated to lead the ruling

LDP late last year.

Rare snap polls

Voters have been drawn to
her straight-talking, hard-
working image, but her na-
tionalistic leanings and em-
phasis on security have
strained ties with powerful
neighbour China, while
her promises of tax cuts

have rattled financial
markets.
Residents trudged

through snow to cast their
ballots with record snow-
fall in parts of the country
snarling traffic and requir-
ing some polling stations to
close early.

It is only the third post-
war election held in Febru-
ary, with elections typical-
ly called during milder
months.

“Her plans for the cut in
the consumption tax leave
open big question marks

about funding and how
she’s going to go about
making the arithmetic add
up,” said Chris Scicluna,
head of research at Daiwa
Capital Markets Europe in
London.

Younger voters are
among the most suppor-
tive of Ms. Takaichi, with
one recent poll finding
more than 90% of those
under 30 favoured her.

On Thursday, Ms. Takai-
chi received the “total en-
dorsement” of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

China will also be keep-
ing a close eye on the
results.

Weeks after taking of-
fice, Ms. Takaichi touched
off the biggest dispute with
China in over a decade by
publicly outlining how To-
kyo might respond to a
Chinese attack on Taiwan.



Iran defies U.S. threats, says it
has right to enrich uranium

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi on Sunday
ruled out Tehran ever giv-
ing up uranium enrich-
ment in its negotiations
with Washington, insisting
it will not be intimidated by
the threat of war with the
United States.

Mr. Araghchi told a fo-
rum in the Iranian capital
that Tehran had little trust
in Washington and even
doubted that the U.S. side
was taking renewed nego-
tiations seriously.

“Why do we insist so
much on enrichment and
refuse to give itup, even if
awar is imposed on us? Be-
cause no one has the right
to dictate our behaviour,”
Mr. Araghchi said. “Their
military deployment in the
region. does not scare us,’
he said, referring to the ar-
rival of an aircraft carrier,
the USS Abraham Lincoln,
in the Arabian Sea.

Abbas Araghchi

The United States and
Iran reopened negotiations
on Friday in Oman for the
first time since Israel’s 12-
day war with the Islamic
republic in June of last
year.

Iran is seeking to have
U.S. economic sanctions
on the country lifted, in ex-
change for what Mr. Aragh-
chi said at the forum could
be “a series of confidence-
building measures con-
cerning the nuclear
programme.”

Western countries and
Israel, thought to be West

Asia’s only country with
nuclear weapons, say Iran
is seeking to acquire a nu-
clear bomb, which the Is-
lamic republic denies.

Questions commitment
“They fear our atomic
bomb, while we are not
looking for one. Our atom-
ic bomb is the power to say
‘no’ to the great powers,”
Mr. Araghchi said.

Mr. Araghchi’s com-
ments came after U.S. ne-
gotiators Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner visited the
aircraft carrier on Satur-
day, signalling the persis-
tent threat of U.S. military
action against Iran.

Mr. Araghchi called into
question the United Sta-
tes’s commitment to
negotiations.

“The continuation of
certain sanctions and mili-
tary actions raise doubts
about the seriousness and
readiness of the other side
to conduct genuine nego-
tiations,” he said.



