Bulk applications for
deleting voter names
in Rajasthan’s Barmer

Sreeparna Chakrabarty

BARMER

level agents of the BJP in
whose names these forms
had been filed denied sign-
ing them, many said the
forms had created a furore
in the villages, and worried
voters had sought answers
from them.

this reporter, sitting out-
side his tiny grocery shop

Subhan Khan says he has not
filed any forms which feature
his name. R V. MOORTHY

in the village barely 111 km
from the India-Pakistan
border. As a BLA himself,
he has been keeping tabs
on duplicate entries and
deceased and shifted vo-
ters in his booth after the
Election =~ Commission’s
special intensive revision
exercise got under way in
October.
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His BLO Rukhmana Ram said he has more than
105 such Form 7 applications lying with him, but
clarified that no further action had been taken as
many people denied signing them and most vo-
ters whose names were sought to be deleted un-
der the “shifted” category had been residing in
the villages for generations. He had collected the
applications from a room in the Sub-Divisional
Magistrate (SDM)’s office after he was intimated
through a local WhatsApp group of BLOs.

Mr. Ram is a teacher at the Government Senior
Secondary School in Janpaliya which hosts two
polling booths. Janpaliya is a part of the Chohtan
Assembly constituency of Barmer district.

SO The BLO or the

Electoral Registration Officer has to conduct an
enquiry and issue a notice to the voter before tak-
ing action. Both Mr. Khan and Mr. Krishna Ram
denied filing the forms at all. According to Mr. Fak-
ruddin, on the evening of January 15, there was an
update on the BLOs’ WhatsApp group that Form 7
applications were lying at the SDM’s office and all
BLOs should collect and process them.




Wangchuk incited violence by citing
Nepal, Bangladesh, Arab Spring: Centre

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Appearing before a Su-
preme Court Bench head-
ed by Justice Aravind Ku-
mar, Solicitor-General

Sonam

A

Wangchuk

Mehta said Mr. Wangchuk
2 - m—ry
gate Gen Z by referring to

protests like in Nepal and
Bangladesh . He  had
brought up the possibility
of an Arab Spring-like
agitation.

‘No them versus us’
He said Mr. Wangchuk had
referred to the Union go-
vernment as “them” and
separated people of La-
dakh as “us” and called for
“plebiscite” and “referen-
dum”, the calls which were
made once in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“There is no ‘them’ or

ﬁ

‘us’. We are all Indians. La-
dakh is a place which
shares borders with two
countries — China and Pa-
kistan... The area is very
fragile. The speeches made
by him have to be taken in-
to account in totality. He
was misleading young peo-
ple and carefully using the
speeches of Mahatma
Gandhi to cover it. Gandhi-
ji never instigated people
against their own govern-

ment,” xe submitted.
e top court was hear-
ihg a plea filed by Gitanjali

Angmo against Mr. Wang-
chuk’s detention under the
National Security Act.



‘Stuck’ in Dubai, 14 migrant
workers from Jharkhand
seek govt. help to return

Workers claim most of their salary is being deducted in the name of recovering ticket expenses initially

borne by the company they are working for; trying to verify authenticity of incident: Labour Dept.

Amit Bhelari
PATNA

t least 14 migrant
A workers from three
districts of Jhark-

hand - Giridih, Hazaribagh
and Bokaro - stranded in
Dubai allegedly due to un-
paid wages have appealed
to the State government for
facilitating their return.

The workers released a
video on Monday in which
they detailed their ordeal.
The video was sent to Giri-
dih-based social activist Si-
kandar Ali, who later post-
ed it on social media. Of the
14, one is from Bokaro, four
from Giridih, and the rest
from Hazaribagh.

All the workers are em-
ployed by a company in Du-
bai that is engaged in trans-
mission “ line work. They
have ~reportedly stopped
working now.

Speaking to The Hindu
over phone from Dubai, a
stranded worker from Giri-
dih, Ajay Kumar Mahato,
27, said, “We are facing a lot
of problems over here. Our

The workers have sent a videodetailing their ordeal. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

passport has been seized by
the company we are work-
ing for and we are not al-
lowed to return to our
country. We want to go
back home safely.”

MTr. Ajay said the workers
had agreed to work for
1,600 dirhams each per
month but the company is
now deducting most of
their salary to “recover tick-
et expenses” it had initially
incurred.

They all went to Dubai in
the first week of October
2025. A Hazaribagh-based
agent, Ghanshyam Mahato,
who had earlier worked in
the same company for 16
years, had facilitated the re-

cruitment, according to the
workers.

When contacted, Mr.
Ghanshyam said before go-
ing to Dubai, all the work-
ers were informed by the
company that it will deduct
50 dirhams every month
from their salary initially to
recover the ticket expenses.

“It was mentioned in the
contract as well, but the
workers told me that the
company has deducted the
entire amount to recover
the ticket expenses and
they have got nothing in
hand as salary. I am equally
tense and wondering how
could the company do such
a thing,” he said.

But Rajesh Kumar Maha-
to, 25, another worker,
claimed that the company
never told them about de-
ducting the ticket expenses
from their salary.

‘No money for food’
“There was no such talk.
We were told the company
will bear the expenses of
our tickets, food, accom-
modation and visa. The
company is also charging
us now for accommoda-
tion. We do not have mo-
ney for food as well,” he
said.

Shikha Lakra, head of
the State Migrant Workers
Control Room under the
Labour Department, said,
“We have received the in-
formation and have perso-
nally spoken to them. We
have asked them to send
the contract details based
on which we will take furth-
er steps. Before going
ahead, we want to ascertain
the authenticity of the inci-
dent. They have sent us a
few documents. We are
waiting for the remaining.”




Uncertainty over for global capital,
China+1 strategy backingame: CEA

Siddharth Upasani
& Sandeep Singh
New Delhi, February 2

cordingto ChiefEconomicAd-  produced goods.

visor V Anantha Nageswaran. The 50% tariff, comprising a
‘Therupegislikélytobounce  reciprocal tariff of 25% and a

backstronglywhen domesticfi-  penal 25% for the purchase of
nancial marketsopenon Tues-  Russian arms and crude, has
day.Ithadsettledat91.51toaUS  been in force for nearly haif a
dellaronMondayGrowth fore-  year= a periodithavhasiseen
casts may alsobe revisedup to  foreigninvestorsexitindianifi-
reflect asharply improved out- @nancialmsmarketsmmamid
look for the economy interms  heightenedsgeopoliticalyand

of foreign demand for locally- »CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



Uncertainty over

polcyuncertainty.

“This undoubtedly changes
the picture on capital flows,” Na-
geswaran told The Indian Ex-
press. “This was the biggest

stumbling block for capital
flows. This makes a huge, huge
difference,” he said.

Foreign Portfolio Investors

ning of August 2025. This

should, however, changefiow
deal thatseesthe tariffrate fall to
alevel that compares favourably
with key export rivals like Viet-

nam, Malaysia, Cambodia, Thai-
land, Bangladesh, Indonesia (all
19-20%) and China (37%).

The government’s top econ-
omist said the cut in the tariff
rate removes a “huge uncer-
tainty” from the minds of both
direct and portfolio investots.
“In terms of FDI (foreign direct
investment), the Chinaplusene
strategy was the one that was
going to drive FDILinflows. Now,
China+lisbackinthegame,” Na-
geswaran said.

“Wheneountries are on good
termsthereisbetter flow of capi-
tal,”said Nilesh Shah, Managing
Director, Kotak Mahindra Asset
Management and a part-time
member of the Economic Advis-
ory Council to the Prime Min-

ister. “Theannouncementofthe

_hah Sald
“While the devil is in the de-

tails, the deal removesahanging
sword over rupee, equity and
rates market. Let us hope that it
is awin-win deal for both the
countries as they have alot to
gain through cooperation,” Shah
said.

The trade deal with the US
comesclose onthe heels of India
and the EU announcing a deal
of their own. This means the
“two biggest blocks of capital
have clearly opened for India
and we may see a turnaround in
FPI flows this year”.

Along with FPIs pulling out
money from financial markets,
direct investment inflows -
long-term money that helps set
up factories on the ground - has

weakened rapidly in the last
couple ofyea.rs_

oss FDI inflows
during April-November this
year stood at $64.73 billion com-
pared to $80.62 billion in the
entirety of the last fiscal.
Weak FDI inflows have been
a huge concern over the last
couple of years. The Economic
Survey for 2025-26 had de-
scribed India as “avictim of geo-
politics” and said that the rupee’s
valuation does not accurately re-
flect India’s “stellar economic
fundamentals”.

While the immediate short-
run should see the rupee ap-
preciate strongly, domestic
economic growth should get a
leg-up over the course of the
coming fiscal year.



U.S. tariff on India

reduced to 18%, say
Modi and Trump

After a phone call with Prime Minister, U.S. President says the countries
have ‘agreed to a trade deal, and India will stop buying oil from Russia

ﬁ;‘%g‘;ﬁ““““‘% Q We agreed toa trade deal...
Our amazing relationship
ndicating a positive with India'will be even stronger going
l turn in a bilateral rela- forward. Prime Minister Modi and |
tionship that had been are twopeople that get things done
under strain because of DONALD TRUMP

multiple issues, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi an-

U.S. President

nounced that “Made in In- Big thanks to President
dia> products would : Trump... When two
“now” attract a “reduced - large economies and the world’s
tariff of 18%” in the U.S., af- largest democracies work

ter a telephonie conversa- together, it benefits our people
tion with President Donald

NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister
Trump on Monday. :

dia and the U.S. had nistry is yet to respond to
“agreed to a trade deal”. some of the questions re-
lated to the declaration
and the details shared by
Mr. Trump.

Mr. Trump had announce
on the social media plat- CONTINUED ON
form Truth Social that In- The External Affairs Mi-  » PAGE 12



o 8tariffs on countries globally

India
'Brazil
China

' South Africa

18% Wl

' 50%
137% 1
1 30%

Vietnam —IZO% '
'Bangladesh “i26%

‘ Malaysia 119%
'Cambodia | 19%

Pakistan 19%

'Indonesia 19%
European Union 15%
UK 10%

SOURCE: WHITE HOUSE



U.S. tariff on India cut to
18%, say PM and Trump

“Delighted that Made in India products will now
have a reduced tariff of 18%,” said Mr. Modi thank-
ing Mr. Trump.

“When two large economies and the world’s
largest democracies work together, it benefits our
people and unlocks immense opportunities for
mutually beneficial cooperation,” he said in his
post on X.

A little before Mr. Modi’s message, Mr. Trump
said on Truth Social, “...we agreed to a Trade Deal
between the United States and India, whereby the
United States will charge a reduced Reciprocal Ta-
riff, lowering it from 25% to 18%.” He further
claimed, “...they will likewise move forward to re-
duce their Tariffs and Non Tariff Barriers against
the United States, to ZERO”.

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
welcomed the developments.

The U.S. President had said in the Truth Social
post that during his discussion, India agreed “to
stop buying Russian oil.” N SSSSERSERESNN

DERSENIOANCENONSORIBINGE The two announ-

cements from Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump drew
prompt response from the Congress, with its gen-
eral secretary (communications) Jairam Ramesh
saying, “It appears Mr. Modi has capitulated
finally.”

The telephone conversation between Mr. Modi
and Mr. Trump took place as External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar started a visit to the United
States from February 2 to 4, when he will partici-
pate in the Critical Minerals Ministerial meet con-
vened by U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio.



Gaza’s crucial Ratah Crossmg

to E

Associated Press

CAIRO

An Egyptian official said
50 Palestinians were ex-
pected to cross in each di-
rection on the first day of
Rafah’s operation. Within
the first few hours of the
opening, no one was seen
crossing in or out of Gaza.
About 20,000 Palestinian
children and adults need-
ing medical care hope to
leave the devastated terri-
tory via the crossing, ac-
cording to Gaza health
officials.

t reopens wi

Key lifeline: Egyptian ambulances wait in line before moving into
the Gaza Strip through the Rafah border on Monday. REUTERS

pital officials said an Israeli
Navy ship-had fired on a
tent camp, killing a 3-year-
old Palestinian boy. Israel’s
military said it was looking
into the incident.

Medical exit

About 150 hospitals across
Egypt are ready to receive
Palestinian patients evac-
uated from Gaza through
Rafah, authorities said. Al-
so, the Egyptian Red Cres-
cent said it has readied
“safe spaces” on the Egyp-
tian side of the crossing to
support those evacuated

since the war began — a
move that cut off what was
previously the main outlet
for Palestinians needing
medical treatment unavail-
able in Gaza.

Israel has said it and
Egypt will vet people for
exit and entry through the
Rafah crossing, which will
be supervised by Euro-
pean Union border patrol




177 Baloch militants Killed .in
two days, say Pakistan forces

Security operation in response to coordinated militant attacks that struck 12 towns; the attacks

tied to the Balochistan Liberation Army left at least 50 dead, mostly civilians, Pak. authorities claim

Press Trust of India
KARACHI/ISLAMABAD

The operation was
launched after militants,
including two female sui-
cide bombers, belongin

e death toll of mill-
tants in operations in the
last two days has increased
to 177, according to securi-
ty officials.

“Since Sunday night, se-

o x& — P
Cost of conflict: Localresidents stand near a damaged bank on the
outskirts of Quetta after an attack by Baloch separatists. AFp

curity forces have killed 22
more terrorists,” Shahid
Rind, a spokesperson for
the provincial govern-
ment, said on Monday. He
said that 167 bodies have
been sent to hospitals so
far for future processing
identification.

On Sunday, Defence Mi-
nister Khawaja Asif said

that the security forces
were prepared and timely
retaliated to push back the
attackers,

killing 150

e militants targete
multiple security and go-

vernment installations in
their attacks on Saturday.
So far, authorities have
confirmed the death of at
least 17 personnel of the
police, frontier corps and
security forces.
Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Sarfraz Bugti said that
the attacks were carried
out by the outlawed BLA,
which also killed at least 31
civilians. In Islamabad, the
Senate unanimously
adopted a resolution con-
demning the spate of mili-
tant attacks in Balochistan.

Insurgency-hit region




[tis an elitist Budget, does not
address people’s needs

PULAPRE
BALAKRISHNAN

Thenew.
schemes are
largely aimed at
thetoptierin
theirfields. The
impacton
schoolsand
hospitals,
which have a
severe shortfall
of public
provision of
services, is
unlikely to
bemuch

CCORDING TO the latest

Economic Survey, India is ex-

pected to grow by 74 per cent

this fiscal year. This is above

theaverage annual growthrate
forthe pasttwo decades. When growth is suf-
ficiently vigorous, economic policy should
pivot towards course correction, targeting
sectors that need particular attention, es-
pecially if they have been neglected in the
past. In India, these sectors are health and
education. The state of India’s health and
educationisdeficient both in absolute terms
andinrelation totherest of the world. Health
and education represent the basic capabil-
ities of the population. Nations compete
through the prowess of their people, which
depends on their relative capabilities. The
development of capabilities relies strongly
onpublicspendingonhealth and education,
even when there may exist a vibrant private
sector that provides these services. A com-
parison of the pattern of public spending on
health and education acrossthe world shows
that while India is not a laggard when it
comes to expenditure’'on education, it is se-
verely behind countries such as China and
the United States when it comes to health
services. We might ask if the Union Budget
for 2026-27 addresses this issue.

Cleatly, the Budget’s focus is on growth.
To “accelerate and sustain growth by en-
hancing productivity and competitiveness,
andbuildingresilience to volatile global dy-
namics” is the first of the stated “kartavyas”
or duties embraced by this government.
While the other two, stated as fulfilment of
the aspirations of the people and sabka
saath, sabkavikas, may be interpreted as a
nod to thesocial sector, the Budget contains
little by way of concrete provisions to en-
hance the health and education endow-
ments of the general population.

Though described by the Finance Min-
ister in her speech as a yuva shakti-driven
Budget, the initiatives on education are
mostly on its uppermost segment. The
highlights include the creation of five uni-
versity townships, which will have multiple
universities, colleges and associated hous-
ing. A new design institute is planned for
eastern India and an upgraded National In-
stitute of Hospitality will “align academic
excellence with industry requirements”.
The only initiative for schools announced

in the Budget speech is the proposal to sup-
port the Indian Institute of Creative Tech-
nologies, Mumbai in setting up animation,
visual effects, gaming, and comics (AVCG)
content creator labs in 15,000 secondary
schools and 500 colleges across the
country. The potential of these initiatives
should be evaluated bearing in mind the
problem of low quality in' India’s public
education sector.

New schemes for the health sector follow
a pattern similar towhat has been adopted
foreducation. Existing institutions for allied
health professionals (AHPs) are to be up-
graded and new AHP Institutions estab-
lished in private and government sectors.
“Biopharma SHAKTT” hasbeen described as
a strategy for healthcare advancement
through knowledge, technology and inno-
vation but its stated goal is to develop India
as a global biopharma manufacturing hub,
expected to build the ecosystem for domestic
production of biologicsand biosimilars. The
strategy will include a biopharma-focused
network with three new National Institutes
of Pharmaceutical Education and Research
(NIPER)and upgradingseven existing ones.
Aswith the proposed university townships,
a scheme has been announced to support
states in establishing five regional medical
hubs in partnership with the private sector.
These hubs will serve as integrated health-
care complexesthat combine medical, edu-
cational and research facilities. But the in-
tention behind this is to promote India as a
hub for medical tourism services.

The Budget has marginally raised the
share of the social spend in the total expen-
diture, but the new schemes are largely
aimed atthetoptier intheir fields. Therefore,
the impact on schools and hospitals, which
iswhere a severe shortfall of public provision
of services is concentrated, is unlikely to be
much. For that very reason, theirimpact on
India’s “disease burden”, which the minister
referred to, is also unlikely to be great. This
isanelitist Budget. Itsspending pattern does
notaddressthe pressing needs of the major-
ity of the people. But it may yet raise the
growth rate since capital expenditure has
been hiked toits highest level in a decade.

The writer is honorary visiting professor,
Centre for Development
Studies, Thiruvananthapuram



