‘stock-in-trade’: Centre

A RIORORN!, says MEA after
Munir, during visit to U.S,, says his country would wait for India to build a dam, and then destroy it

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI Q We will wait Q The international
. _ for India to cominuaity
P :‘l'(llsctial'v]l Armny Zh,'ef build adam [on the [RETREIFTETNE .
1€ arsnal Asim i o "y € was quoted as saying.
: s], W : A o

Munir’s latest nu- :Eg:."ldl()d:)dwch‘l.\(?" ?({Ilcll;blt.).rll)s.l(.) n the Mr. Jaiswal said it is re-

clear threats represent & Bty : irresponsibility grettable that such re-

destroy it

inherent in

“Pakistan’s stock-in-trade”, marks have been made

Randhir Jaiswal, Official FIELD such remarks from the soil of a friendly
spers inis- MARSHAL ; “India hac
Spokesperson of the Minis e RANDHIR third country. “India has

already made it clear that it

try of External Affairs, said
will not give in to nuclear

on Monday.

JAISWAL

~ PakistanArmy
MEA spokesperson

Chief

The sharp response
from the Ministry came af-
ter Field Marshal Munir,
during his latest visit to the

“Nuclear sabre-rattling
is Pakistan’s stock-in-trade.

The international com-
munity can draw its own

conclusions on the irres-
ponsibility inherent in
such remarks, which also
reinforce the well-held
doubts about the integrity

Mr. Jaiswal in a statement.
The Pakistan Army chief
visited Florida for attend-

ing the U.S. Central Com-
mand change of command
ceremony, as Admiral Brad
Cooper took over from
General Michael E. Kurilla.

At an event organised
for the Pakistani diaspora,
Field Marshal Munir said,
“We will wait for India to
build a dam, and when
they do so, we will destroy
it,” according to media re-

blackmail. We will conti-
nue to take all steps neces-
sary to safeguard our na-
tional security,” he said.
Meanwhile, Congress
general secretary (commu-
nications) Jairam Ramesh

remarks” by Field Marshal

ith inputs from



Oppn. leaders march to EC office seeking
rollback of SIR, call it ‘vote theft’ by ZOVL.

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The Opposition parties
marched to the Election
Commission’s headquar-
ters in New Delhi on Mon-
day demanding rollback of
the special intensive revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls
in election-bound Bihar,
which they said was an ex-
ercise in “vote-chori (vote
theft)” by the government
and would lead to
disenfranchisement.

The Delhi police halted
the protest a few metres
from Parliament’s gates.
The police detained the
Opposition leaders - some
of whom tried to break
barricades during an
hour-long protest - and
took them to the Parlia-
ment Street police station.
They were released later.

Opposition leaderRahul Gandhi during the march to the Election
Commission office inNew Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

fight is for “one man, one
vote’ and we want a clean,
pure voter list,” Rahul
Gandhi, the Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha,
said. “They cannot talk as
the truth is before the en-
tire nation,” he said.

police, said, “I don’t un-
derstand what the govern-
ment fears? This is a

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge, who  CONTINUED ON
was also picked up by the  » PAGE 10

Cong. claim
incorrect: EC

The Election Commission on
Monday described as “factually
incorrect” the claims of “vote
theft” made by the Congress
and its leader Rahul Gandhi
during a protest march in
Delhi. It issued a “factcheck”,
sharing a list of documents in
support of its claims of
transparency in the Special
Intensive Revision of electoral
rolls in Bihar. » PAGE 11

Karnataka
Minister ousfed

On the first day of KArnataka
Assembly’s Monsogh Session
on Monday, Coopfration
Minister K.N. RajAnna was
removed from fhe Cabinet
after he mad¢ a controversial
statement
theft” in
Assembly/constituency.

» PAGE 5




Opposition parties
protest against SIR

The Opposition said that it had sought an appoint-
ment from the poll body. Congress general secre-
tary (communication) Jairam Ramesh wrote to the
commission about the protest. “The MPs wish to
collectively meet with the Commission on a host
of issues including but not limited to Special In-
tensive Revision of Electoral Rolls being underta-
ken in Bihar and proposed to be undertakel}F
other States as well,” his letter said. ag

In response, the EC, citing space constraint,
asked the Opposition to send names of 30 persons
to come for an interaction. Reacting to the limita-
tion imposed by the poll panel, Congress leader
K.C. Venugopal said, “We don’t even have the free-
dom to go to the Election Commission’s office.

The march began at 11.30 a.m. from Parliament
after both Houses were adjourned early. The Op-
position members gathered in the courtyard to
sing the National Anthem and carried placards in
multiple languages. The Aam Aadmi Party, which
has distanced itself from the INDIA bloc, was pre-
sent at the forefront of the procession. To ensure
that they did not feel excluded, no INDIA bloc
banners were used. Just a few metres from the
Parliament gate, the Delhi Police had put up barri-
cades. The MPs sat in protest on the road and ma-
ny leaders - including Samajwadi Party chief Ak-
hliesh Yadav, Trinamool MPs Mahua Moitra, Mitali
Bag, Sagarika Ghose and Sushmita Dev, and Con-
gress MPs Sanjana Jatav and S. Jothimani - scaled
the barricades. “They are using the police to stop
us,” Mr. Yadav shouted.

The elderly leaders, including Mr. Kharge, Sha-
rad Pawar of the NCP(SP) and T.R. Baalu of the
DMK, brought up the rear. Later in the evening,
Mr. Kharge hosted a dinner for the Opposition
MPs.

. ] L I | ~
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Mr. Ramesh said the Opposition wanted to col-
lectively present the memorandum, instead of
sending a delegation. “The language was clear,
collectively, all Opposition MPs would like to hand
over a memorandum to the EC. Now we are not al-
lowed to even reach Nirvachan Sadan. Right in
front of Parliament, democracy is being assaulted,
democracy murdered. This is too clever, cheeky
reply by the ECL,” he said. “Chunav Aayog is Chu-
nav Aayog, it cannot be ‘churao aayog’ (poll panel
cannot steal votes).”

Trinamool’s Rajya Sabha Parliamentary leader
Derek O’Brien said that despite appointment, Op-
position MPs were not allowed to meet the pa-

Sha's polic (0 reach the ofice of the EC, W,
were told we were being taken to the EC. But in-

stead, were hustled into a police station . *\ -« 1v

released at 2.10 pm. So, the entire Opposition
could not reach Parliament on time,” he wrote on
X. Mr. O’ Brien said the Opposition had four key

list, stopping the SIR;-and not making politici
leged, reach the BJP.

Trinamool MP Ritabrata Banerjee said the go-
vernment.did not allow a discussion in Parliament
on SIR and even the poll panel refused to meet the

B he said. Rashtriya Janta Dal MP Misa Bharati
questioned why there was such a heavy police
presence at the protest site. She asked, “You can
see how the MPs were misbehaved with... Under
whose pressure is the Election Commission work-
ing? Why are they afraid to meet the MPs?”

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Priyanka Chaturvedi
said the EC was running away from answering im-
portant questions. “Every time we ask a question
of the ECI, a BJP spokesperson responds. ECI
needs to tell us, are they working at the behest of
BJP or for the people of this country,” she asked.




NC, PDP flay Centre’s

stand on L-G'S powers
to nominate MLAS

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

Several Jammu and Kash-
mir (J&K) parties, includ-
ing the ruling National
Conference (NC) and the
Opposition Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), on Mon-

“When J&K has an elect-
ed government with an-ab-
SOTUte majority, bypassii
members IS neot gover-
nance, it 1s_contempt for
The peoples mandate. 1t
strikes at the heart of par-
liamentary democracy, ig-
nores the constitutional
spirit of ‘aid and advice’,
and sets a dangerous pre-
cedent where unelected
appointees can rewrite the
people’s verdict,” NC lead-
er and MLA Tanvir Sadiq
said.

Former Chief Minister
and PDP president Meh-

booba Mufti also expressed
her dismay. “The Govern-

Manoj Sinha

ere else in the country
does the Centre handpick
legislators to override pu-

blic mandate. i

’

long marred by conflict,
this move feels less like go-
vernance and more like
control,” Ms. Mufti said.

Following the “illegal bi-
furcation” of the erstwhile
State of Jammu and Kash-
mir, skewed delimitation
and discriminatory seat re-
servations, this nomina-
tion was yet another body
blow to the idea of democ-
racy in J&K. “Representa-
tion must be earned
through the people’s vote
not granted by a Central
decree,” she added.

Ms. Mufti urged Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah to
put up a fight.

CPI(M) leader and Kul-
gam MLA M.Y. Tarigami too
questioned the Home Mi-
nistry’s justification for
empowering the L-G.
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The proposed law will allow officials to
search operations; the revised version has around 2.59 lakh words com

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha on
T Monday passed the

revised  Income
Tax Bill, 2025.

The Bill seeks to simpli-
fy, rationalise, and shorten
the existing Income Tax
Act, 1961. It also broadens
the powers of income tax
officials, allowing them to
forcibly break into perso-
nal emails and social me-
dia accounts of assessees
during search operations.

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had

vernment on Friday with-
drew the Bill to incorpo-

Opposition MPs troop to the Well of the House in the Lok Sabha

during the Monsoon Session of Parliament on Monday. SANSAD TV

rate the suggestions made
by the committee.

Ms. Sitharaman intro-
duced the updated version
— the Income Tax (No. 2)
Bill, 2025 — in the Lower
House on Monday. The Bill
has around 2.59 lakh
words compared with the
5.12 lakh words in the In-
come Tax Act, 1961. The

In order to provide grea-
ter clarity, the new Bill has
increased the number of
tables to 57 from 18 and the
number of formulae to 46
from six.

In search operations

Apart from these changes,
the new Bill has also

The new Bill requires

pk Sabh;n asses Income Tax

Further, it allows the
authorised officer to “over-
ride the access code to any
computer system” if the
access code is not made
available.

The Select Committee
defended these provisions
in its report, saying that va-
rious “incriminating evi-
dences and material are
found/seized from elec-
tronic records including
WhatsApp  communica-
tions, emails, etc.” and that
passwords for these are of-
ten not shared with offi-
cials. However, a few mem-
bers of the committee
submitted dissent notes
calling for changes to these

provisions. Congress MP
Amar Singh argued that
the wording of the relevant

chats, etc.” and asked for a
reduction in these powers.

“This irovision is arbi-

and there is every chance

note.

He added that the provi-
sions in the original In-
come Tax Act, 1961 were
sufficient and should be re-
tained.




Assuaging concerns

T he downsides to ethanol use when com-

pared to petrol are well known, including
in the U.S. and Brazil, that have led in eth-
anol blending. But the engineering behind the

blending began as a response to the oil shock of
the 1970s. Ethanol has also been pushed as car-

Ropn peutral. For India, however, the clinching ar-
gument is import substitution and lower price.
The government’s case 1s that ethanol blending

DEDDEEEIEEIE . But, the benefits will be

uneven for farmers, traders and distillers. India’s
case hinges on increasing use of C-heavy molass-

es that are not used for sugar making, using bro-
ken rice that otherwise rots in godowns, and on

ramping up acreage and productivity of maize
that is agrnculturaﬁx [ess éemanamg. These are
supposed to set off food security concerns. Once
the ethanol economy is fully established, howev-

cr. it may be tough to prioritise.tood stocks over

“

and imbalances. Import substitution figures can
be dented by import oi Erm inEEEs sEnEE 153 Eml
izers that have a forex outgo of $10 billion.

~FthanoT has o BEERERBRRN i can -

. But, global studies have shown
that vehicles manufactured as per Euro 2, U.S.

closed loop fuel control systems mandated to
control fuel burning and keeping emissions
down in BS 2 can help to mitigate efficiency and
durability penalties of ethanol and the upgraded
materials in BS 2 can help to reduce corrosion. In

ough questions arise over the impact on the mass
in India there is no choice for consumer:-. \l-o.
any reduction in price claimed earlier does not

seem to be reflected in the bunk. Meanwhile, In-

dia has adoptea two etﬁanoi-speciﬁc norms and

from Brazil. While the government insists that its
research indicates no harm, what would really

can accept anLlevel of ethanol. For instance,

some models sold some five years ago accepted

A0l = Manufacturers should indicate possible
SRSl And the go-

vernment must back insurance claims. Transpa-
rency should support policy moves.




Why can't Army

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday asked why the Ar-

The question came in a
judgment pronounced by a
Bench of Justices Dipankar
Datta and Manmohan,

branch. The women candi-
dates were represented by
senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan.

The Bench said a policy
bifurcating candidates on
the basis of gender and re-
serving more posts for
men did not meet the stan-
dards of law.

The judgment authored
by Justice Manmohan clari-
fied that the court was not
imposing its views on the
Army, but implementing
the Constitution and the
mandate of law. “No nation
can be secure when half of
its population its women
force] is held back,” Justice
Manmohan observed.

It directed the Union go-
vernment to publish a
common merit list for all
JAG candidates, men and
women, and make the
marks public.

The top court dismissed
the Union government’s ar-
gument that the JAG
branch consisted of “exclu-
sively combatant person-
nel” as they were a reserve
for mobilisation.

The court said this con-

violated the right of wo-
men to be treated as equals
in all aspects of their em-

deplov women to
fight terror, asks SC

a"’- .'-‘\-'“.
Women soldiers of the Indian

Army patrol an area in Kupwara
district, J&K. PTI

ployment in the Army. Be-
sides, the court noted that
with a strength of over 1.4
million active personnel
compared with just 285
JAG officers, it would be an
extreme stretch to claim
that women ought to be
excluded.

The - court said the
Centre’s argument that wo-
men officers were not de-
ployed for counterinsur-
gency or in counter-terror
forces as they were “not ex-
pected to discharge the
role of combatants in case
of armed conflicts” had no
legislative sanction or
basis.

Justice Manmohan said
there was no restriction in
other armed forces on the
appointment of women in
combat posts.

The Air Force has conti-

at

roies éor women as ﬁ Eter

ilots ana Eelico ter
pllots.

“When women officers

: : -
oy tﬁe eilte Parachte Air

Defence Unit, Major Dwi-
pannita Kalita of highly
specialised airborne medi-
cal unit of the Army and

men officers in times of
emergency cannot be de-




D MGNRE

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Pulling up the Union Minis-
try of Rural Development
for an “evasive” reply to its
query on significant dues
under Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS), the Parlia-

mentary Standing Commit-
tee on Rural Development

The panel headed by
Congress MP Saptagiri Ula-
ka tabled its report on-ac-
tion taken on its recom-

mendations made on the
Union Budget 2025-26 de-

mand for-. grants on
Monday.
Big share of dues

The committee, in its re-

port on budgetary alloca-
tion, had pointed out that

“This accounts for 27.26%

sequently, the actual work-

nel had flagged in its report

OI' ‘evasive replv

Panel raps Ministry

b

S

Workers digging a pond under
the MGNREGS programme in
Karnataka. FILE PHOTO

on March12.

The committee had
sought clarification from
the government on the is-
sue and demanded that
they take effective mea-
sures to prevent further
delays in disbursement.
“The response furnished
by the Department of Ru-
ral Development lacks any
concrete measures that
have been taken and fur-
thermore, it is silent partic-
ularly upon the existing
pendencies under material
components,” the panel

noted in its report.
The panel expressed

“It is unfathomable as to
how a specific query of the
Committee can be side-
lined and remain silent
and evasive on such an im-
portant matter,” the com-
mittee said.



In call with Zelenskyy, PM
seeks ‘peaceful settlement’
of Ukraine-Russia conf(lict

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI
Continuing international

consultations on the crisis
in Ukraine, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
spoke with Ukrainian Pre-
sident Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy. The telephone con-
versation, which came two
days after Mr. Modi spoke
with Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin, saw him em-
phasising India’s call for a
“peaceful settlement” of
the conflict.

“Prime Minister
thanked President Zelen-
sky and reaffirmed India’s
steadfast and._consistent
position for'peaceful settle-
ment of the conflict and
support for efforts aimed
at earliest restoration of
peace,” a statement from
the government said.

In a statement, Mr. Ze-
lenskyy referred to the up-
coming summit in Alaska
between U.S. President
Trump and Mr. Putin, and

Balancing act:Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Ukrainian
PresidentVMolodymyr Zelenskyy in New York in September 2024. AFp

~said_that “everything” re-

ing Ukraine must be
_decided with “Ukraine’s
participation”. He acknow-
ledged India “supporting
our peace efforts” but

Mr. Zelenskyy said he
had updated Mr. Modi
about the Russian attacks
on Ukrainian cities. “It is
important that India is sup-
porting our peace efforts
and shares the position
that everything concerning
Ukraine must be decided

with Ukraine’s participa-
tion” he said. On Russian
energy exports, the Presi-
dent said, “I noted that it is

India on Saturday wel-
comed the August 15 sum-
mit between the U.S. and
Russia.



Air strike by Israels
military kills Al Jazeera
correspondent in Gaza

Associated Press
JERUSALEM

Israel’s military targeted
and killed an Al Jazeera
correspondent and others
with an air strike late on
Sunday in Gaza, after press
advocates said an Israeli
“smear campaign”
stepped up when Anas al-
Sharif cried on air over
starvation in the territory.

Both Israel and hospital
officials in Gaza City con-
firmed the deaths of al-Sha-
rif and colleagues, which
the Committee to Protect
Journalists and others de-
scribed . as retribution
against those documenting
thewar in Gaza.

Allegation dismissed

[srael’s military asserted
that al-Sharif had led a Ha-
mas cell — an allegation
that Al Jazeera and al-Sha-
rif had dismissed as base-
less. It was the first time
during the 22-month war
that Israel’s military swiftly

o

Anas al-Sharif

claimed responsibility af-
ter a journalist was killed in
a strike. Officials at Shifa
Hospital said those Kkilled
while sheltering outside
Gaza City’s largest hospital
complex also included Al
Jazeera correspondent Mo-
hamed Qreiqeh.

More victims
The strike also killed four
other journalists and two
other people, hospital ad-
ministrative director Rami
Mohanna said.

UN, MEDIA GROUPS CONDEMN
» PAGE 14



Australia ‘will recognise’
Palestinian state at UNGA

Agence France-Presse
CANBERRA

Australia will recognise a
Palestinian state at the UN
General Assembly in Sep-
tember, Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese said on
Monday.

told reporters in Canberra.

“Australia will recognise
the right of the Palestinian
people to a state of their
own. We will work with the
international « community
to make this righta reality.”

He said that Australia’s
decisionwas predicated on
reassurances from the Pal-
estinian Authority that
there would be “no role for
the terrorists of Hamas in

B Saa v
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Following suit: Anthony Albanese, right, and Foreign Minister
Periny Wong at a press conference in Canberra on Monday. Ap

any future Palestinian

state”.

‘Shameful’

“Let us be clear: this de-

cision will not change the
reality on the ground,” Mr.
Maimon said.

Just hours earlier, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu criticised inter-
national calls to recognise
Palestinian statehood, say-
ing it would “not bring
peace, it will bring war”.




Baloch Liberation

Army termed foreign

ferrorgroup Dy US

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

The U.S. on Monday tough-
ened its terrorist designa-
tion of separatist militants
in Pakistan’s southwest Ba-
lochistan province who
were behind a major train
attack in March.

The U.S. State Depart-

Washington had already
listed the BLA under the
less severe label of special-
ly designated global terro-
rists, which targets finan-
cial resources.

The new step comes as
U.S. President Donald

The move comes as
Trump reaches out
to Pakistan, which
was kept at arm’s
length by Biden

whose administration re-
sented Islamabad’s role in
the two-decade war in

Afghanistan.
The designation of the

cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio said in a statement.
Pakistani forces have for
almost two decades fought
an ethnic Baloch separatist
insurgency that has killed
hundreds of people in the
minerals-rich province.



Taiwan, despite China’s protest, says Marcos

Associated Press
MANILA

Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos Jr. said on

Mr. Marcos also told a
news conference that the

\ r S

A Chinese coast guard ship collided with a Chinese navy ship as it
chased a Philippine vessel in the Scarborough Shoal on Monday. AFP

Chinese coast guard on
Monday staged dangerous
blocking manoeuvres and
used a powerful water can-
non to try to drive away
Philippine vessels from the

hotly disputed Scarbo-
rough Shoal.

Separately, Philippine
Coast Guard Commodore
Jay Tarriela said Chinese
coast guard ships chased

and

staged dangerous

A Philippine coast guard

Chinese coast



money’ leaves India

While Indian investors are confident of the country’s long term growth,

foreign investors have reduced their exposure since January 2025: AMFI

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBALI

to data from Association of
Mutual Funds of India (AM-
FI). Net contribution into
systematic investment
plans (SIPs) increased 4.1%
to 328,464 crore in the re-
porting month as against
127,269 crore. Comment-
ing on the numbers, Chief
Executive Officer of AMFI
Venkat Chalasani said that

‘Volatility is temporary’
“They.[Indian investors]
are having confidence in

what they are looking at,

and therefore, positive
This is why they are keep-
ing their long-term invest-
ment intact and that’s the
reason why we have seen
continuous flows,” Mr.
Chalasani said during the
call to present the monthly
data update.

While Indian asset man-
agement companies and

Picture perfect: IndianMF houses have time and again assured
the market aboutthe.lndia growth story. GETTY IMAGES/ ISTOCK

mutual fund houses have
time and again assured the
market about the ‘India
growth story’, foreign in-

ara Capital report.

Sunil Jain, V-P of Elara
Capital, said that “smart
money” was moving out of
the Indian markets.

These were the funds
that fuelled the 2023-24 ral-
ly which lasted till October
2024 after which Trump’s
election victory changed
sentiments.”From then un-
til March 2025, India wit-
nessed a redemption cycle
primarily in this smart-mo-
ney bucket,” Mr. Jain said
in a report. The current
pattern of redemptions is
similar to the one noticed
in March 2007 and April

2011, and the previous
such instances were fol-
lowed by a deterioration in
the market, he said. Active
India-focussed funds,
which hold about $68 bil-
lion, are now moving to-
wards more macro-fo-
cussed Exchange Traded
Fund allocation, Mr. Jain
said in his research report.

gence between domestic

and foreign inventors
which was observed in
September and October
2024, has re-emerged.

A report by Motilal Os-
wal revealed a similar
trend but for a different ca-
tegory — promoters. Pro-



