Flash floods in Uttarakhand leave
four dead; over 60 feared trapped

Many feared washed away after water from Kheer Ganga river swept through Dharali in Uttarkashi district; heavy losses
of life and property feared; nine Army personnel feared missing, 20 people rescued in first three hours, Army officer says

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

t least four persons
A were killed and do-
zens feared washed

away in Uttarkashi district
of Uttarakhand after flash
floods triggered by torren-
tial rain hit the Kheer Gan-
ga river on Tuesday
afternoon.

The floods hit hotels
and residential buildings in
Dharali town, situated
8,600 feet above sea level,
where video footage re-
corded by residents
showed giant waves of wa-
ter gushing through the
area and swallowing eve-
rything in their way, in-
cluding people and homes.

Residents were heard
yelling warnings to their
acquaintances to run for
their lives. The entire mar-
ket area of the popular tou-

Blink of an eye: A series of images shows floodwater surging downhill and destroying buildings in
Dharali town, located 8,600 feet above sea level, in Uttarakhand, on Tuesday. PTI

rist town was washed away
in minutes, leaving the
place looking like a sludge-
filled river bed.

At least 25 establish-
ments, including hotels,
guest houses, and homes
were completely des-
troyed. A rough estimate

by the district administra-
tion says that around 60-70
people are missing or
might be trapped in the
area. As many as nine Ar-
my personnel are feared
missing, said Lieutenant-
Colonel Manish Shrivasta-
va, the Army’s Public Rela-

tions Officer at Dehradun.
The Army rescued around
20 people in the first three
hours of the rescue opera-
tion, he added.

Uttarkashi District Ma-
gistrate Prashant Arya said
that the floods, which hit
the town around 1.45 p.m.,

had caused heavy losses of
life and property.

Sources in the Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police (ITBP)
in the area said that 32 peo-
ple were rescued by diffe-
rent teams. As many as 120
people were rescued and
given first aid till the time
of filing this report.

The administration has
also set up relief camps for
those affected. Hospitals in
the area have been asked
to reserve a separate wing
for the treatment of in-
jured people, and medical
teams have been asked to
be ready with beds, oxy-
gen, and medicines.

“There has been heavy
destruction in the area
around the helipad in Har-
shil, another popular tou-
rist spot,” Mr. Arya said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



Restore special status: J&K parties amid
protests against Article 370 abrogation

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

e ruling National Con-
ference (NC) organised
street protests in several
districts of J&K and de-
manded the restoration of
special status.

“We live in a country
known for its democracy
that must reflect in Kash-
mir too,” NC leader and
MLA Salman Sagar said.

—

Congress supporters hold placards as they demand the restoration

of J&K Statehood in Srinagar on Tuesday. IMRAN NISSAR

Police action
The Congress accused the
police of preventing party

members from holding a
protest in Srinagar.

“On August 5, the identi-
ty of the 1.40 crore people
of J&K was stripped. J&K
was not only bifurcated,
but degraded as well. We
are observing it as a black
day,” J&K party unit chief-
Tariq Hameed Karra said.

CPI(M) leader M.Y. Tari-

SC to hear plea on
non-restoration
of J&K Statehood

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday agreed to list on
August 8 an application
questioning the
non-restoration of Statehood
to J&K despite an assurance
made on the Centre’s behalf to
the court. » Page 14

gami termed August 5 “the
darkest day in Indian histo-
ry” and an “attack on our
constitutional relationship
with India”. “We will conti-
nue our peaceful struggle
for justice,” he said.




Top court to hear plea on J&K
Statehood non-restoration

Supreme Court lists application questioning the continuance of Jammu and Kashmir’s Union

Territory status despite assurance of Statehood made on behalf of the Centre for August 8

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The _application was
rally _mentioned before
Chief Justice of India B.R.

Gavai by senior advocate

(o)

Gopal Sankaranarayanan
on August 5, which is the

sixth anniversary of the
abrogation of the special

status of Jammu and Kash-
mir_under_Article 370 of

The application, filed by
Zahoor Ahmed Bhat and
activist Khurshaid Ahmad
Malik, pointed out that the
court had in its 2023 judg-
ment upholding the abro-

“Therefore, there is no
impediment of security
concerns, violence or any

A man feeds pigeons in front of the Clock Tower (Ghanta Ghar) in Srinagar of Jammu and Kashmir on
Tuesday as the erstwhile State marks six years since the abrogation of Article 370. IMRAN NISSAR

other disturbances which
would hinder or prevent
the grant/restoration of
the status of Statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir as
had been assured by the
Union of India in the pre-
sent proceedings,” the ap-
plication said.

In its 2023 verdict, a
Constitution Bench of the

apex court had unani-
mously upheld the power
of the President to abro-
gate Article 370 in August
2019, leading to the reor-
ganisation of the full-
fledged State of Jammu
and Kashmir to two Union
Territories and denuding it
of its special privileges.

that the
President had the power to
abrogate Article 370 if

The court he

“special  circumstances
warrant a special
solution”.

The judgment had rea-
soned that the abrogation
of Article 370 was the cul-
mination of a “gradual and
collaborative  exercise”

spread over the past 70
years between the Centre
and the State to integrate
Jammu and Kashmir with




RPAs for three services to mountain radars:
DAC clears procurements worth X 67,000 cr

Maintenance support for US-made C-17 and C-130] fleets & Russian-made S-400

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 5
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The DAC's approval for the
maintenance of both American
and Russian platforms with the
IAF can be considered a display
of strategic autonomy by India,
especially at a time when the US
President Donald Trump has

been criticising India over its
crude oil imports from Russia, a
move New Delhi termed “unjus-
tified and unreasonable target-
ing” of the country.
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ter the US passed the Countering
America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA).The long
range surface to air missile system
played a critical role in defending
Indian skies during Operation
Sindoor between May 7 and 10.
These procurements are par-
ticularly significant in the light
of Operation Sindoor, which was
launched by India on May 7 af-

Pahalgam that left 26 people
dead, and appear to be drawn
from lessons learnt fromit.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Defence Ministry, the
DAC has granted an Acceptance
of Necessity (AoN) for the pro-
curement of Thermal Imager-
based Driver Night Sights for the
Battle Mechanised Platforms
with the Army, which will en-
hance the night driving capabil-
ity of BMPs and provide higher
mobility and operational advan-
tage to the mechanised infantry.

The DACis the primary body
responsible for approving major
capital acquisitions in defence.
The first step in the defence pro-
curement process is the Accep-
tance of Necessity (AoN). Howe-
ver, obtaining an AoN does not
always lead to a final order.

The DAC also approved the
procurement of the compact au-
tonomous surface craft, the

‘BrahMos fire control systemand -
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ter the April 22 terror attack in @SileésystemfortheNavy:™

“The procurement of the
he

craft will enable the Indian Navy
‘todetect, classify and neutralise
" the state-

which will enhance air surveil-
lance capabilities along and
across borders in mountainous
regions.

The

will strengthen India’s air de-
fence capabilities. Additionally,
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round-the-clock surveillance
and combat readiness, as these
aircraft can carry multiple pay-
loads and weapons while oper-
ating at longer ranges for ex-
tended missions.



All 10 new Central Secretariat buildings
likely to be completed in 2027, says govt

DAMININATH
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 5

tary Srinivas Katikithala said
Tuesday. The Secretary also said
that a metro corridor connecting
allthe buildings with Indraprastha
station on one side and Ramkri-
shna Ashram Marg stationon the

atthe
site Raksha Bhawan, and CCS 6
and CCS 7 at the site of the old
Vice-President’s house and Vigy-
an Bhawan Annexe on Maulana
Azad Road is also ongoing.

The work on the buildings,
CCS 4 and CCS 5 at the site of
Shastri Bhawan and Krishi Bha-

onstructionon

The first of the 10 buildings, Kartavya Bhawan (KB) 3, will be
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday. Amit Mehra

wan, and CCS 8 and CCS 9 at the
site of Udyog Bhawan and Nir-
man Bhawan will start by Dece-
mber 31, the secretary said. He
said the buildings are likely to be
completed in “20 to 22 months”,
adding that the National Muse-
um, the National Archives, Jawa-
har Bhawan and Vanijya Bhaw-
an buildings would be retained.

The Ministries of Home
Affairs, Rural Development,
External Affairs, Personnel,
Petroleum and Natural Gas and
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises will be located in the
KB 3 building, the secretary said.

The minister said that the
ministries moving out of Shastri
Bhawan, Udyog Bhawan, Nirm-

an Bhawan and Krishi Bhawan
will be accommodated in the
CCS buildings, but some will be
temporarily located in buildings
outside of the Central Vista area.

He also said the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office would also soon shift
out of South Block to the new
Executive Enclave that is under
construction. An official said that
work on the PM's residence, called
Executive Enclave 2, is also on.

Onwhy picnics were recently
disallowed at the India Gate
lawns, the secretary said the of-
fice of the CEO, Kartavya Path,
along with a joint secretary level
officer in MoHUA and the local
police, were assessing “who
comes for what purpose”. “The
whole vista has to be designed to
enable the citizens who are com-
ingeither for recreation purposes
ortoaccess the Central Secretariat
orto go and visit the museums...”.



India-Philippines ties
elevated to strategic
partnership, says PM

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

Welcoming visiting Fili-
pino President Ferdinand
Romualdez Marcos Jr., Mr.
Modi said that as both
countries support “free-
dom of navigation”, coop-
eration in the maritime do-

main is “natural and
essential”. The two sides
also announced the com-
mencement of talks for a
preferential trade
agreement.

“We have been consis-
tently working together in
areas such as humanitar-
ian assistance, disaster re-
lief, and search and rescue

operations. NSNS

Announcement
comes as Prime
Minister welcomes
Filipino President
Ferdinand Marcos Jr.

on his visit to India

so expressed his “sincere
gratitude” to Philippines
for condemning the April
22 Pahalgam terror attack.

The Prime Minister dis-
cussed regional and global
issues with the Filipino
President, and also hinted
at India’s position on the
disputes in the South Chi-
na Sea.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



India, Philippines now
in strategic partnership

“We remain committed to peace, security, pros-
perlty, and a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific

The two countries agreed on a number of de-
fence-related mechanisms including the finalisa-
tion of the Terms of Reference between their ar-

mies, navies and air forces. [ SEEEEREREE

ADNRSEEERDPRN , 2ccording to P. Kum-

aran, Secretary (East) of the Ministry of External

Affairs. The two countries also agreed on the
Terms of Reference for enhanced maritime coop-
eration between the Indian Coast Guard and the
Philippine Coast Guard.

Mr. Kumaran also reiterated India’s position on
a
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he said. India announced
that it will extend its support to a pilot project to
set up the infrastructure needed for the Philip-
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Yunus vows constitutional status for
2024 uprising in July Declaration’

Bangladesh Chief Adviser slams former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for turning the country into a ‘mafia state’; he vows

to write to the Election Commission to organise national polls in February 2026; Awami League criticises the Declaration

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

he student-people
T uprising of 2024
that overthrew the

Sheikh Hasina-led govern-
ment of Bangladesh will
get “constitutional recogni-
tion”, said the July Declara-
tion that was launched by
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus on Tuesday in Dha-
ka.

Course reset: Bangladeshis celebrate at an event organised by the
interim government in Dhaka on Tuesday. AFP

»

In a statement sent to
The Hindu, the Awami
League hit back at the inte-
rim government and said

the Declaration did not off-
er anything to the “protest-
ing job seekers” of Bangla-
desh.

“Therefore, the people

The document started
by paying tribute to the
Liberation War of 1971
while avoiding any men-
tion of founding figure of
Bangladesh Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman.

The Declaration, pre-
sented by Mr. Yunus at a

public event held on parlia-
ment premises, stated,
“..during the rule of
Sheikh Hasina, an extreme
force that was anti-people,
autocratic and against hu-
man rights turned Bangla-
desh into a fascist, mafia
and failed state and there-
by tarnished Bangladesh’s
international image.”

In a televised speech la-
ter in the evening, Mr. Yu-
nus said he will write to the
Election Commission to or-
anise election in Febru;




Over 500 held as Imran’s
party organises nationwide
protests seeking his release

Press Trust of India
ISLAMABAD/LAHORE

e party claimed that
its more than 500 workers
and supporters who took
to the streets were arrested
by police, mostly in Punjab

He has been incarcerated
since his arrest due to con-
viction in other cases, and
is being held at the Adiala
Jail, Rawalpindi.

The call for the protest
was given by Mr. Khan. His
party claimed that suppor-
ters of the jailed leader res-
ponded by coming out in
big numbers.

Leader’s cause: Supporters of Imran Khan’s PTI party take partin a
rally in Hyderabad in Pakistan on Tuesday. AP

rights revoked, no or very
limited access to his legal
team or family, no access
to his political leadership
other than a couple of peo-
ple now and then,” senior
party leader Zulfi Bokhari
said.

Mr. Bukhari, who is the
spokesperson of Mr. Khan
for international relations
as well as international me-
dia, said the government
has imposed a ban on gath-
erings, blocking main high-
ways, wrecking cars with
party flags and raiding the
residences of active party
leaders and workers.

“Over 500 PTI leaders
and workers have been ar-
rested so far in Punjab

alone, mostly from Lahore,
including several lawmak-
ers,” he said.

According to Mr. Khan’s
party, most arrests were
made in Lahore. The pol-
ice in Punjab province,
which is ruled by the Pakis-
tan Muslim League-Nawaz
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, arrested PTI sup-
porters for allegedly violat-
ing Section 144, which
bans the assembly of four
Or more persons.

Australia to
buy advanced
warships
from Japan

Agence France-Presse
SYDNEY

Billed as one of Japan’s
biggest defence export
deals since the Second
World War, Australia will

lion) over the next 10 years
to acquire the fleet of
stealth frigates.

Australia is in the midst
of a major military restruc-
ture, bolstering its Navy
with long-range firepower
in an effort to deter China.

It is striving to expand its

SRS ver the net
the next

decade.

Mitsubishi Heavy Indus-
tries was awarded the ten-
der over Germany’s Thys-
senKrupp Marine Systems.

Mogami-class warships
are advanced stealth fri-
gates equipped with a po-
tent array of weapons. Mr.
Marles said they'wouldre-

‘place Australia’s ageing An-
zac-class vessels, with the



NATO to coordinate regular arm deliveries
to Ukraine, most will be bought from US

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
BRUSSELS, AUGUST 5

rapidly and issued on a regular
basis,” NATO said late Monday
Airdefense systems are in great-
estneed. The United Nations has
said that Russia's relentless
pounding of urbanareas behind
the front line has killed more

European allies and Canada
are buying most of the equipment

Debris lies next to a train damaged during a Russian strike, in Kharkiv, Tuesday. Reuters

they plantosend from the United
States, which has greater stocks of
ready military materiel, as well as
more effective weapons. The
Trump administration is not giv-
ing any arms to Ukraine.

The new deliveries will come
on top of other pledges of mili-
tary equipment.

The Kiel Institute, which
tracks support to Ukraine, esti-
mates that as of June, European
countries had provided $83 bil-

lion worth of military aid since
the start of Russia’s full-scale in-
vasion in February 2022, com-

pared to $65 billion in US aid.
DutchDefence Minister Ruben

Brekelmans said that “American
airdefence systemsand munitions,
inparticular, are crucial for Ukraine
todefend itself.”

Announcing the deliveries
Monday, he said Russia's attacks
are “pure terror, intended to break
Ukraine.”

Russia: Won't abide by
missile moratorium

Russia has declared that it no
longer considersitself bound by a
self-imposed moratorium on de-
ployment of nuclear-capable in-
termediate range missiles,awam-
ing that potentially sets the stage
foranewarmsraceastensions be-
tween Moscow and Washington
rise again over Ukraine.

The Russian Foreign Ministry

Military
aidto
@ Ukraine

EXPLAINED

THEKIEL Institute, which
tracks support to
Ukraine, estimates that
as of June, European
countries had provided
$83 billion worth of mili-
tary aid since the start of
Russia's full-scale inva-
sion in February 2022,
compared to $65 billion
inUSaid.

linked the decision to efforts by
the US and its allies to develop
intermediate range weapons
and preparations for their de-
ployment in Europe and other
parts of the world. It specifically
cited US plans to deploy
Typhoon and Dark Eagle missiles
in Germany starting next year.

The ministry noted that such
actions by the US and its allies
create “destabilising missile po-
tentials" near Russia, creating a
"direct threat to the security of
our country” and carry “signifi-
cant harmful consequences for
regional and global stability. It
didn't say what specific moves
the Kremlin might take.



UK to start returning some migrants
to France w1th1n days under new deal

REUTERS
LONDON, AUGUST 5

BRITAIN SAID it will begin imple-
menting a deal to return some mi-
grants who arrive on small boats
to France within days, a key part
ofits plans to cutillegal migration,
after a treaty on the arrangement
is ratified on Tuesday.

British PM Keir Starmer
with French President
Emmanuel Macron. Reuters

Prime Minister Keir Starmer

and French President Emmanuel
Macron announced the "one in,
one out" pilot scheme on mi-
rant returns last month.

Starmer, whose popularity
has fallen since winning an elec-
tion landslide last year, is facing
pressure to stop small boats from
Nigel Farage's Reform UK party,
which leads national opinion
polls.



India may change stance amid U.S.
tarifts, EU sanctions over Russian oil

NEWS ANALYSIS

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The statement by the Mi-
nistry of External Affairs
on Monday, defending In-
dia’s purchases of Russian
oil, is its most explicit since
Russia’s invasion of Uk-
raine in 2022, making it
clear that India will take
“all necessary measures”
to safeguard its interests.
The MEA’s response fol-
lowed the new threats by
U.S. President Donald
Trump to impose penalty
tariffs over and above the
massive 25% reciprocal ta-
riffs the U.S. will impose on
Indian goods as tariffs kick
in worldwide on Thursday.
On Monday, Mr. Trump
said India was selling “mas-
sive amounts” of Russian
oil for “big profits” without
“caring how many people
in Ukraine are being killed
by the Russian war ma-
chine”, which was why he

would raise tariffs
“substantially”.
The MEA statement

called out both the U.S.
and the European Union
for their double standard,
given they themselves con-
tinued to purchase Russian

Weighing options: India could continue to buy crude from Russia
or seek alternative partners. FILE PHOTO

energy, critical minerals,
fertilizers, iron and steel.

This marks a shift from
the past when New Delhi’s
response to low-impact
U.S. and E.U. sanctions of
Indian companies for Rus-
sian transactions was sub-

vious Trump administra-
tion.

Changing tack

The MEA’s statement could
indicate that it is prepared
to change to a third tack —
that of considering “mea-
sures” against any further
costs imposed by the West,
even though Indian oil
companies have begun re-
ducing their Russian in-
take. These measures, ac-
cording to experts could be
three-fold: maintaining sta-
tus quo, looking for alter-
native partners, and reta-

China. The option, o
counter-measures, could
involve suspending talks
with the E.U. on the BTIA,
and with the U.S. on trade,
nuclear energy, defence
purchases and others until
they prove more reasona-
ble on the issue.

All eyes are now on
whether the turbulence
will impact the strongest
pillar of India-U.S. ties —
their shared Indo-Pacific
strategy and the Quad
summit that India is due to
host this year.



OIL IMPORTS FROM RUSSIA

Every month since beginning of the war
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‘U.S. trade deficit with
nine countries higher
than that of India’

The only two countries with which the

U.S. has higher deficits than India

and also levies a higher import tariff are China (30%) and Canada (35%)

Tariff dynamics

The U.S. has higher trade deficits with nine countries than with India, but levies higher tariffs on just two
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T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

he U.S. has levied
T the third-highest
tariff on India

among the top 10 countries
with which it has the high-
est trade deficits, an analy-
sis has revealed. In other
words, while the U.S. has a
higher trade deficit with
nine other countries than
with India, it has levied
higher tariffs on just two —
China and Canada.

This comes against the
backdrop of the Ministry of
External Affairs saying that
Mr. Trump’s targeting of
India is “unjustified and
unreasonable”.

An analysis by Rubix Da-
ta Sciences, a risk manage-
ment and monitoring com-
pany, shows that the U.S.
had a $49.5 billion trade
deficit with India in 2024,

the P among all
its trading partners.’ Ho-

wever, the U.S. has levied.a

. 0/ ¢ .
ties” on imports from In-
dia, the third-highest

among ﬂiese countries.

For example, the U.S.
had a trade deficit of $175.9
billion with Mexico in 2024
— 3.5 times that with India
— but has levied the same
25% tariff on that country.

Similarly, the U.S. had
higher trade deficits with
Vietnam ($129.4 billion),
Germany ($87.9 billion),
Ireland ($87.2 billion), Tai-
wan ($76.4 billion), Japan
($72.3 billion), and South
Korea ($69.9 billion) than
with India, but levies lower
tariffs on those countries
than it does on India.

The two countries
with w the U.S. has
higher deficits than with
IW-
er import tariff are China
(30%) and Canada (35%).

On India’s purchase of
oil from Russia, Mr. Trump

Source: Rubix Data Sciences

on Monday said that “they
(India) don’t care how ma-
ny people in Ukraine are
being killed by the Russian
war machine”.

However, data from the
Centre for Research on
Energy and Clean Air,
which regularly tracks Rus-
sia’s energy exports, show
that the EU was the largest
buyer of Russian liquified
natural gas (LNG), account-
ing for 51% of Russia’s ex-
ports of these products
between December 2022
and June 2025, followed by
China (21%) and Japan
(18%). Even when it comes
to pipeline gas, the EU was
the largest buyer of Rus-
sian gas, purchasing 37% of
Russia’s exports, followed
by China (30%) and Turki-
ye (27%).

0,

Russia’s crude exports dur-

this period, followed b
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and Turkiye (6%).



