Akash Prime successfully:
tested in Ladakh by Army

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

To further strengthen the
air defence system, the Ar-
my has carried out success-
ful trials of the indigenous-
ly developed air defence
system “Akash Prime” in
Ladakh.

A senior official con-
firmed that the Army Air
Defence Corps conducted
the trials in collaboration
with senior scientists from
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), which developed
the missile system.

The two-day. trial was
conducted at an altitude of
over 15,000 feet in eastern
Ladakh. The Akash Prime
scored two direct hits on
fast-moving aerial targets
in the rarefied high-alti-
tude atmosphere.

On top: The Army carried out successful trials of the indigenously

developedair defence system in Ladakh. x/brRDO

Prithvi-II and Agni-I

The launches validate

all operational and techni-
cal parameters. These tests
were conducted under the
aegis of the Strategic Forc-
es Command, added the
Ministry.



Cong. brass unhappy over
MLAS not opposing public
security Bill in Assembly

Party’s Maharashtra legislators were directed to oppose the Bill and register dissent before panel

constituted to scrutinise it; central leadership distributed note with analysis of ‘problems’ with Bill

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
MUMBAI

W|!|e a !ommumst Par-

ty of India MLA objected,
Assembly Speaker Rahul
Narvekar declared the Bill,
put to vote through a voice
vote, approved by a

The Hindu has accessed
a draft of the seven-page
dissent note the party lea-
dership had sent to the

Opposition leaders staging a protest during the Monsoon Session of

Maharashtra Assembly in Mumbai on Thursday. PTI

MLAs. on July 10, asking
them to place their opposi-
tion on record.

Senior Congress leaders
admitted that the MLAs
“failed to uphold the par-
ty’s stance” in the Assemb-
ly, but claimed that the le-
gislators had opposed the
Bill during the voice vote.

‘Was not aware’

“Iwasn’t aware that the Bill
was to be tabled that day. If
I were in the House, I
would have torn it to piec-
es,” Congress Legislature
Party (CLP) leader Vijay
Wadettiwar, who was ab-

sent that day, told repor-

e party leadership
had sent the dissent note
with a “clause-by-clause
analysis of the problems
with the Bill”.

“We all received the dis-
sent note, but after the Bill
was already passed. What
was the point in submitting
the note after the Bill was
already passed?” a Con-
gress MLA told The Hindu.

The next day, the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA), in-
cluding leaders of the Con-
gress, submitted an eight-
page dissent note to the

Chairperson of the Legisla-
tive Council.
Opposition leaders

staged a walkout after
speeches by Congress and
Shiv Sena (UBT) MLCs
against the legislation.

‘Not allowed to speak’
Former Maharashtra Con-
gress chief Nana Patole, a
member of the joint com-
mittee, told The Hindu:
“We made them remove
many problematic provi-
sions. We still had objec-
tions that we thought we
would take up in the
House. They did not allow
us to speak. Yet, I present-
ed my side.”

He added that he had
not received any dissent
note from the party.



I NATO CHIEF THREATENED SANCTIONS OVER RUSSIA TRADE

Securing energy needs overriding
priority: Govt’s firmreply to NATO
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Also Thursday, a day after
Rutte’s remark, Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said
he didn’t “feel any pressure”,
making clear that India does not
see any oil supply disruption if

diverse sources of oil and there
isenough supply available in the
market.
Randhir Jaiswal, spokesper-
son for the Ministry of External
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

deal. Geopolitical shifts,
freight and refinery eco-
nomics will shape India’s
crude sourcing decisions,
diversification strategy.




Securing energy needs overriding
priority: Govt on NATO warning

Affairs, said, “We have seen re-
ports on the subject and are
closely following the develop-
ments. Let me reiterate that se-
curing the energy needs of our
people is understandably an
overriding priority for us. In this
endeavour, we are guided by
what is on offer in the markets,
and by the prevailing global cir-
cumstances. We would particu-
larly caution against any double
standards on the matter.”

He was responding to Rutte
who, while speaking to reporters
after meeting US senators
Wednesday, said, “If you are the
President of China, the Prime
Minister of India, or the
President of Brazil, and you con-
tinue to trade with Russia and
buy their oil and gas, then you
know: if the man in Moscow
doesn’t take the (Ukraine war)
peace negotiations seriously, I
will impose 100 per cent second-
ary sanctions.”

“My encouragement to these
three countries, particularly, is:
if you live now in Beijing, or in
Delhi, or you are the President of
Brazil, you might want to take a
look into this, because this might
hit youvery hard,” he said.

Rutte also urged the leaders

of the three nations to directly
urge Putin to commit to peace
talks. “So please make the phone
call to Vladimir Putin and tell
him that he has to get serious
about peace talks, because oth-
erwise this will slam back on
Brazil, on India, and on China in
amassive way,” he said.

Petroleum Minister Puri,
speaking at the UrjaVarta 2025
eventin New Delhi, said, “I don’t
feel any pressure in my mind.
India has diversified the sources
of supply... | am not worried at
all. If something happens, we
will deal withit... There is suffi-
cient supply available.”

He saidindia, in recent years,
had expanded its ciude sourcing
slate from 27 countries to around
40 countries.

“India China are the top

importers of Russian crude, and

Delhi’is engaging with US law-
fakers and the Trump adminis-
tration to voice concerns regard-

ingIndia’s energy security.india’
'depends on imports to meet

Russia currently accounts fof
around 40 per cent of India’s to-

tal oil imports.

According to Puri, the mas-
sive market share of Russian
crudeinIndia’s oil imports does-
n't mean that the country is de-
pendent on Russia for oil, and
other suppliers canquickly come
in to replace Russian volumes if
there is any major disruption.

Even in the case of Russia, the
countryused to account for less
than 2 per cent of India’s oil im-
ports prior to the war in Ukraine,
but quickly displaced heavy-
weights like Iraq and Saudi
Arabia to become the top sup-
plier after much of the West be-
gan shunning Russian crude af-
ter the February 2022 invasion
of Ukraine. Russia then began of-
fering discounts on its oil to will-
ing buyers, and Indian refiners
were quick to avail the opportu-
nity, ramping up imports of dis-
counted Russian barrels.

So far, India has not scaled
back on its oil imports from
Russia, maintaining that it is
willing to buy oil from whoever
offers the best price, as long as
the oil is not under sanctions.
Russian oil itself is not sanc-
tioned, but the US and its allies
have imposed a price cap of $60
per barrel, as per which Western

shippers and insurers cannot
participate in Russian oil trade if
the price of Moscow’s crude is
above that level.

Itis yet to be seen if the recent
tariff threats made against coun-
tries like India and China for their
energy imports from Russia will
translate into tangible tariff ac-
tion. The Trump administration
has been rather mercurial on
trade tariffs: making sweeping
announcements, then pausing
and negotiating. The hope in
India’s oil sector is that the US
won'tactually implement tariffs
related to India’s oil imports from
Russia, asitisin the interestof the
US and the global economy that
the international oil market re-
mains well-supplied. If Russia is
unable to supply its crude, global
oil prices are bound torise due to
lower supply being available.



India warns against ‘double
standards’ over Russian oil

Centre responds to US. Bill seeking to impose duties on countries buying Russian oil, and threat

from NATO chief; Petroleum Minister says the sanctions will be ‘dealt with’ when they are passed

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The comments by the
External Affairs Ministry
come after indications that

U.S. President Donald
Trump is backing the Rus-
sian Sanctions Act, 2025,
introduced by Republican
Senator Lindsey Graham.
Mr. Trump had even threa-
tened secondary tariffs of
100% on countries that
continue trade on sanc-
tioned Russian products.
On Wednesday, NATO
Secretary-General —Mark
Rutte, who met with Mr.
Trump and members of

Strong stand

The ‘Sanctioning Russia Act of 2025’, expected
to be introduced in U.S. Congress in August,

mandates 500% duties on goods and services
from countries buying Russian.oil

O

What the NATO chief said

m |ndia, China, and Brazil
should tell Vladimir Putin
to be serious about

peace talks with Ukraine

= Continuing to do business
with Russia will‘slam back’

Centre’s
response

= Securing energy needs is
an ‘overriding priority’ for the
government

on these countries

® Thesecondary sanctions

= |ndia is guided by what markets
offer and global circumstances

by U.S. will hit these
countries ‘very hard’

the U.S. Congress, also is-
sued a threat, in particular
to China, India, and Brazil,
who are among the top
buyers of Russian crude
oil, oil products, and coal.
“Beijing and Delhi” should
push Russian President
Vladimir Putin towards

= Maintain caution against
double standards on the matter

ending the war in Ukraine,
or face tariffs, the chief of
the military alliance said.
Responding to ques-
tions on the issue, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry said
it was following the deve-
lopments closely. “Secur-
ing the energy needs of our

people is understandably
an overriding priority for
us. In this endeavour, we
are guided by what is there
on offer in the markets, as
also by the prevailing glo-
bal circumstances,” spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said. “We would particular-
ly caution against any dou-
ble standards on the mat-
ter,” he added.

‘Diverse sources’

At an industry event in Del-
hi on Thursday, Union Pe-
troleum Minister Hardeep
Puri said India would
“deal” with sanctions
when they are passed,
pointing out that India has
diversified its supply sourc-
es, buying oil from about
40 countries now, as op-
posed to 27 in the past.

CONTINUED ON
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India warns U.S. against
‘double standards’

The MEA’s comments came in a possible reference
to the fact that European Union members continue
to procure oil, LNG, and pipeline gas from Russia
despite the sanctions, and are also major buyers of
processed products that go through Indian refiner-
ies, including Gujarat’s Nayara Energies, which has
minority control by Russia’s ROSNEFT.

However,

Amidst intense negotiations over tariffs, as well
as market-access to India, particularly in the areas
of agriculture, dairy and genetically modified pro-
duce, New Delhi has also been coordinating with
the U.S. government about the deportation of In-
dians illegally resident in the U.S.

On Thursday, Mr. Jaiswal said that 1,563 Indian
nationals have been deported in the first six months
of Mr. Trump’s second tenure, from January 20 to
July 15 this year.
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This move marks the most significant franchise reform since 1969; the proposals, published in a

‘policy paper’, also included measures to curb election interference from abroad via.donations

Sriram Lakshman
LONDON

Lowering the voting age
to 16 would bring national
elections in line with the
voting age in the Welsh and
Scottish legislatures and in
the local elections in those
jurisdictions.

The proposals would
bar ‘shell companies’ from
making donations, “requir-
ing companies to have
made_sufficient UK. (or
Ireland) generated income
in order to donate”. Eligi-
ble Irish.companies will be
able to donate towards
Northern Ireland elec-
tions. Former ally of U.S.
President Donald Trump

The new proposals are likely to benefit Labour, because younger

W A\

U.K. voters tend to vote for centre-left and left parties. AFp

and billionaire entrepre-
neur;. Elon Musk had
caused a furore in the UK.
last year, after it was re-
ported that he was consi-
dering a large donation to
far-right party Reform U.K.

Thursday’s paper point-
ed to the Electoral Com-
mission’s estimate that 7-8
million people who were
otherwise eligible to vote

The Conservative go-
vernment of Rishi Sunak
had introduced stricter ID
requirements in 2023, ar-
guing that it was done to
tackle voter fraud and not
to benefit at the polls. Soon
after the stricter ID laws

were passed, former Con-
servative Minister Jacob
Rees-Mogg had suggested
that the party had shot it-
self in the foot by making
the changes, when it per-
formed badly in local polls
in May 2023. Speaking at
the National Conservati-
vism Conference, Mr. Rees-
Mogg had suggested that
his party had tightened vo-
ter ID to garner an electo-
ral advantage.

The new proposals, if
they become law, are likely
to benefit Labour, because

younger U.K. voters tend to
vote for centre-left and left
parties. Some 20% of in the
70+ year age group voted
for Labour in the 2024
elections, while 41% of 18-
24 year olds voted for the
party, as per data from
YouGov. Prime Minister
Keir Starmer’s popularity
has declined since his par-
ty won a landslide victory
in July 2024.

“I'think it’s really impor-
tant that 16- and 17-year-
olds have the vote, because
they are old enough to go
out to work, they are old
enough to pay taxes...” Mr.
Starmer said on Thursday.




“TOFIND LOCATION OF ALIENS,’ SAYS DEAL BETWEEN DEPARTMENTS

Trump admn hands over health data,
addresses to deportationofficials

KIMBERLY KINDY
& AMANDA SEITZ
WASHINGTON, JULY 17

he information will give ICE
officials the ability to find “the lo-
cation of aliens” across the coun-
try, says the agreement signed
Monday between the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services
and the Department of Homeland
Security. The agreement has not
been announced publicly.

1 &

President Donald Trump in Washington on Wednesday. AP

e

Lawmakers and some CMS
officials have challenged the le-
galityof deportation officials’ ac-
cess to some states’ Medicaid en-
rollee data. It's a move, first
reported by the AP last month,
that Health and Human Services
officials said was aimed at root-
ing out people enrolled in the
program improperly.

uch di ures, 1
acted upon, could cause wide-
spread alarmamong people seek-
ing emergency medical help for
themselves or their children. AP

'+ US Senate passes aid,

public broadcasting
cuts in win for Trump

PATRICIAZENGERLE
WASHINGTON, JULY 17

THE US Senate early on Thursday
approved President Donald
Trump's plan for billions of dollars
in cuts to funding for foreign aid
and publicbroadcasting, handing
the Republican president another
victory as he exerts control over
Congress with little opposition.
The Senate voted 51 to 48 in
favor of Trump's request to cut
$9 billion in spending already
approved by Congress. Most of
the cuts are to programs to assist
foreign countries suffering from
disease, war and natural disas-
ters, but the plan also eliminates
all$1.1 billion the Corporation for

Public Broadcasting was due to
receive over the next two years.
Trump and many of his fel-
low Republicans argue that
spending on public broadcasting
is an unnecessary expense and
reject its news coverage as suf-
fering from anti-right bias.
Standalone rescissions pack-
ages have not passed in decades,
withlawmakersreluctantto cede
their constitutionally mandated
control of spending. But Trump's
Republicans have shown little ap-
petite for resisting his policies
since he began his second term.
The $9 billion at stake is ex-
tremely smallinthe contextof the
$6.8 trillion federal budget, and
makes atiny portion of the funds
approved by Congress. REUTERS



Zelenskyy shakes up
Ukrainian Cabinet,
appoints a new PM

Associated Press
KYIV

Ukraine’s Economy Minis-
ter and the key negotiator
in the mineral deal with
the U.S, Yuliia Svyrydenko,
was appointed as its new
Prime Minister on Thurs-
day, becoming the coun-
try’s first new head of go-
vernment since the start of
Russia’s full-scale invasion
in 2022.

Ms. Svyrydenko is one
of a group of officials tak-
ing on new roles in Uk-
raine’s government, as Pre-
sident Volodymyr
Zelenskyy reshuffled the

Yuliia Svyrydenko

Cabinet in a bid to energise
a ‘'war-weary nation and
boost domestic weapons
production.

Denys Shmyhal, who
‘served as PM from 2020 to
2025, will become the De-
fence Minister.

India reiterates call
for Bangladesh poll
that is ‘inclusive’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

India on Thursday reiterat-
ed that the next election of
Bangladesh should be “in-
clusive” and have “every-
body in its fold”. The offi-
cial spokesperson of the
Ministry of External Affairs
commented on the elec-
tion a day after student
leaders of the interim go-
vernment-backed National
Citizens Party clashed with
cadres of the Awami
League in the Ilatter’s
stronghold of Gopalgan;j.
“On elections in Bangla-
desh, you know our point

of view. We have said that,
as a democracy, we would
welcome holding of elec-
tions, that is inclusive and
includes everybody in its
fold,” said official spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal.

In a press statement, the
interim government an-
nounced that a committee
has been formed to investi-
gate the violence in Gopal-
ganj. Sources in the Awami
League countered the inte-
rim government by circu-
lating an audio statement
purportedly by former
Prime Minister Hasina, in
which she condemned the
interim government.



