Central committee member among 14
Maoists killed in Gariaband encounter

Shubhomoy Sikdar

RAIPUR

The police had on Mon-
day said the number of fa-
talities in the anti-Maoist
operation was two but up-
dated the figures based on
the bodies recovered after
the operation.

Those killed include
Jayaram, alias Chalpati, a
senior member of the cen-
tral committee, the highest
decision-making body of
the Maoists, carrying: a
bounty of 1 crore, Garia-
band Superintendent of
Police Nikhil Rakhecha
told The Hindu.

Security forces at Bhaludiggi Hill, near the Odisha-Chhattisgarh
boundary,in Gariaband on Tuesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

A large cache of arms
and-ammunition has also
been recovered, he said,
adding that there could be
a. possibility of more
Maoists being killed.

The operation was car-
ried out in the area of
Mainpur police station by a
joint team of security per-

sonnel from the District
Reserve Guard (DRG), Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), the Commando
Battalion for Resolute Ac-
tion (CoBRA) from Chhat-
tisgarh, and Special Opera-
tion Group (SOG) from
Odisha.

A CoBRA member had

sustained minor injuries.

‘Mighty blow’

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday de-
scribed the operation as
“another mighty blow” to
Naxalism.

“Another mighty blow
to Naxalism. Our security
forces achieved major suc-
cess towards building a
Naxal-free Bharat,” the
Home Minister wrote on
social media platform X.

Chhattisgarh Chief Mi-
nister Vishnu Deo Sai con-
gratulated the security
forces on the encounter
and said the State will be
free from Maoism by
March 2026.
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DIFFERENCES WITH PAKISTAN

Neutral expert
vindicates India

stand on Indus
treaty: MEA

HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 21

IN

petence.

“The decision upholds and
vindicates India’s stand that all the
seven questions that were re-
ferred to the neutral expert, in re-
lation to the Kishenganga and the
Ratle hydroelectric projects, are
differences falling within hiseom-
petence under the Treaty,” the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
said.

In a statement Menday, Lino
said, “Having carefully considered
and analysedthe Parties’ submis-
sions... The Neutral Expertaccord-
ingly finds that he should proceed
torender a decision on the merits
of the Points of Difference.”

India is constructing two hy-
del power projects— Kishenganga
HEP on Kishenganga river, a trib-
utary of Jhelum, and Ratle HEPon
the Chenab.I kistan, ob-
jecting to their design features,
moved the World Bank to seek a
settlement through a neutral ex-
pert, but withdrew its request a
yearlater and asked for adjudica-

' rtof Arbitration
instead. India, for its part, moved
anapplication foraneutral expert
torule on the dispute.

In October 2022, the World
Bank responded by appointing
both — a neutral expert and a
Court of Arbitration. India op-
posed it, saying it could not be
“compelled to recognise illegal
and parallel proceedings not en-
visaged by the Treaty” and boy-
cotted the court hearings.

Sharing
@® rivers

EXPLAINED

SIGNED IN 1960, the Indus
Waters Treaty sought to

ensure equitable }
distribution ami i
tensions be ia

and Pakis awas
grante icted ac-

cess tb%w ater fromthe
‘ ivers' — the

,Beas, and Ravi —
Pakistan retained
rights to the waters from
the ‘Western Rivers’ Indus,
Jhelum, and Chenab.

\

1/0'S announcement on be-

ing the competent authority
“comports withIndia'sview,” the
MEA statement said.

“It has been India’s consistent
and principled position that the
Neutral Expert alone has the com-
petence under the Treaty to de-
cide (on)these differences. Having
upheld his own competence,
which comports with India’s view,
the Neutral Expert will now pro-
ceed to the next (merits) phase of
his proceeding. This phase will
culminate in a final decision on
the merits of each of the seven dif-
ferences,” the MEA said, adding
India will continue to participate
in the neutral expert process so
that the differences are resolved
in a manner consistent with the
provisions of the Treaty.

The MEA reiterated that India
and Pakistan also remainintouch
on the matter of modificationand
review of the Indus Waters Treaty,
under Article XII(3) of the Treaty.

Last year, 64 years after the
Indus Waters Treaty was signed
in Karachion September 19, 1960,
India sent a formal notice to
Pakistan seeking its “review and
modification” — an escalation that
underlined the intention to revoke
the treaty and renegotiate it.



India, France to work
together on maritime
surveillance in IOR

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India and France have
agreed to explore oppor-
tunities for coordinated
surveillance  whilst  de-
ployed to counter threats
to the maritime security in
the Indian Ocean Region
(IOR). The two countries
also committed to support-
ing each other in maritime
security engagements.
“Both sides agreed to
strengthen existing me-
chanisms of cooperation
such as implementation of
the agreed framework of
exchange of information
through enhanced infor-
mation exchange between
Information Fusion
Centre-Indian Ocean Re-
gion, Gurugram and Re-
gional Coordination Oper-
ations Centre, Seychelles
and Regional Maritime In-
formation Fusion Centre,
Madagascar in the IOR,”

Threats such as

iracy, contraband
smuggling and illegal
fishing to be

monitored

the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said in a statement af-
ter the seventh India-
France maritime coopera-
tion dialogue held recently.

India and France agreed
to develop a joint assess-
ment of the threats to mar-
itime security in the re-
gion; to counter illicit
maritime activities, includ-
ing piracy and armed rob-
bery, maritime terrorism,
contraband smuggling, il-
legal and unregulated fish-
ing; hybrid as well as cyber

security threats and ma- |

rine pollution, the Ministry
said. Officials said the ef-
forts for coordinated sur-
veillance will be to address
these kind of threats.

India, France discuss civil nuclear
issues ahead of PM’s visit to Paris

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

India and France have
agreed to boost coopera-
tion in “high-end technolo-
gy sectors”, as senior offi-
cials held Foreign Office
consultations in Paris, and
discussed long-pending ci-
vil nuclear cooperation is-
sues ahead of Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s visit
next month.

A delegation, led by Fo-
reign Secretary Vikram
Misri and including newly
appointed Indian Ambas-
sador to France Sanjeev
Singla, met French Secre-
tary-General for Europe
and Foreign Affairs Anne-
Marie Descotes and French
Foreign Minister Jean-Noél
Barrot.

Mr. Modi will travel to
Paris for a Summit for Ac-
tion on Artificial Intelli-
gence on February 10 and
11. Officials also discussed
the Prime Minister’s pro-

Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri with Secretary-General of the French
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs Anne-Marie Descétes. PTI

gramme and bilateral agen-
da during the visit. Last
week, a French Minister
had announced that India
will “co-chair” the summit.

Mr. Misri and Ms. Des-
cotes held a meeting of the
India-France Special Task
Force on Civil Nuclear
Energy, which was decided
during Mr. Macron’s visit to
India last January. In the
joint statement issued a

year ago, the two sides had
agreed to convene the Spe-
cial Task Force “within
three months”.

Jaitapur project

In particular, talks bet-
ween the two sides have
not resolved issues on the
much-delayed Jaitapur Nu-
clear Power Project in
Maharashtra, despite a re-
vised techno-commercial

offer being made by
French energy company
EDF (Electricite De France)
in 2022.

India and France signed
a civil nuclear agreement
in 2008 and inked the first
MoU for the 990-MW Jaita-
pur plant in 2009. Officials
have said that the high pro-
ject cost, time overruns
and the continuing logjam
over India’s civil liability
law (Civil Liability for Nu-
clear Damage Act, 2010)
are among the issues still
being discussed on the Jai-
tapur project, even as In-
dia and France look to-
wards cooperating on
Small Modular Reactor in
the future.

In a statement issued af-
ter the talks, the Ministry
of External Affairs said that
the two sides held talks on
a number of areas of bilat-
eral cooperation including
“defence, civil nuclear
energy, space, cyber and
digital and AI”.




ESTIMATED 1,100 INDIANS WERE DEPORTED IN 2023-2024

Deportation shadow falls on over
20,000 ‘undocumented’ Indians

JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 21

20,000.

Indeed, if the Trump
Administration moves on depor-
tations, among the first affected
could be the 20,407 “undocu-

mented” Indians, as of
November 2024, who are either
facing “final removal orders” or
are, currently, in detention cen-
tres of the US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE). Of
these, 17,940 “paperless” Indians
are not in detention but are un-
der “final removal orders,” and
another 2,467 are in detention

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



e Deportation shadow falls on over
20,000 ‘undocumented’ Indians

under the ICE’s Enforcement and
Removal Operations (ERO).

This makes Indians the
fourth largest group by nation-
ality, and the first among
Asians, in ICE custody. As of
November 2024, the total num-
ber of non-citizens, from all
countries, detained added up to
over 37,000.

A removal order is issued by
animmigration judge which be-
comes a "final removal order"
when affirmed by the appellate
authority.

' ed

UsS.
Classification as “uncooper-
ative,” covers: “hindering” ICE’s
“removal” efforts by refusing to
conduct consularinterviews; re-
fusing to accept charter removal
missions; delaying removal pro-
ceedings.

|l

4

However, deportation datais
often computed loosely. Sharing
information on a charter flight
that brought back an unspecified
number of ‘undocumented’
adult Indians to Punjab last
October, an assistant secretary

with the Department of
Homeland Security put the
number of Indians repatriated
through charter and commercial
flights between October 2023
and September 2024 at 1,100.

On December 6, Minister of
State for External Affairs Kirti
Vardhan Singh told Lok Sabha
that “as per US Government
data, a total of 519Indian nation-
als were deported to India” be-
tween November 2023 and
October 2024.

Theapparent discrepancies
possibly.stem from the inclusion
of voluntary returns, departures
andwithdrawals — cases where
anon-citizen is allowed to leave
the US or withdraw an applica-
tion for admission without any
immigration consequences — in
ICE’s removal records, along with
repatriations executed under fi-
nal removal orders.

Non-citizens can appeal to
the Board of Immigration
Appeals (BIA) in the US against
anorder of removal issued by an
immigration judge. If the BIA af-
firms the immigration judge's
order of removal, it becomes ad-
ministratively final.

However, there are many
cases where ERO is unable to get
someone deported even with a
final order of removal. In certain
cases, non-citizens get relief or
protection from removal under
the Convention Against Torture
or by establishing threats of per-
secution in the home country.



Trump declares end to
U.S. citizenship by birth

Democratic-led States challenge order that could affect thousands of Indians in the U.S;; President

also threatens 100% tariffs on BRICS countries if they attempt to move to ‘non-dollar’ transactions

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

hortly after being
s sworn in on Monday,
U.S. President Do-

nald Trump signed an Ex-

families there.

Mr. Trump also said he
planned to levy “100% tax-
es” on BRICS countries for
attempting to move to
“non-dollar” transactions,
referring to the 10-nation
grouping of emerging eco-
nomies that includes India.

“As “a BRICS nation,
they’ll have a 100% tariff if
they so much as even think
about doing what they

Signing spree: U.S. President Trump throws pens used to sign
Executive Orders to the crowd in Washington on Monday. AP

thought, and therefore
they will give it up imme-
diately,” he said, errone-
ously referring to Spain as
a BRICS member.

In addition, Mr. Trump’s
plans to crack down on un-

documented and__illegal
immigrants could hit abou
7. ﬁﬁaﬁﬁs, of which

n.early 18,000 are already

on a “final list for removal”

or_deportations.

Move challenged

A coalition of 18 Democrat-
ic-led States along with the
District of Columbia and ci-
ty of San Francisco filed a
lawsuit in federal court in
Boston on Tuesday arguing
that the Republican Presi-

dent’s effort to end bir-
thright citizenship was a
flagrant violation of the
U.S. Constitution.

As concerns grew in In-
dia over the announce-
ments, External Affairs Mi-
nister S. Jaishankar was set
to meet incoming U.S. Se-
cretary of State Marco Ru-
bio to discuss priorities for
the India-U.S. bilateral rela-
tionship and the Quad.

The one-on-one meet-
ing, which would be Mr.
Rubio’s first with any fo-
reign dignitary, was due to
take place on Tuesday af-
ternoon in Washington,
following a meeting of the
Quad Foreign Ministers.
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Trump declares end to
birthright citizenship

The Quad Foreign Ministers are expected to dis-
cuss dates for the Quad Summit to be held in India
later this year, while during the bilateral meeting
Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Rubio would discuss Mr.
Trump’s visit to India and taking forward the stra-
tegic partnership, as well as the concerns over im-
migration and tariffs.

Mr. Rubio will meet State Department em-
ployees and then hold talks with all Quad Foreign
Ministers. The meeting of the Indo-Pacific group-
ing, that China has criticised, is significant as it is
Mr. Rubio’s first foreign policy engagement.

On Monday, Mr. Jaishankar was accorded a
front-row aisle seat right in front of the podium
where Mr. Trump took oath.

Mr. Rubio’s decision to meet the Quad Foreign
Ministers first is also important as it comes amid
Mr.. Trump’s own outreach to China, including an
invitation to Chinese President Xi Jinping for the
inaugural ceremony on Monday, which Chinese
Vice-Premier Han Zheng attended.

Mr. Rubio, known for his tough views on China,
has been banned from travelling there and was
sanctioned twice by Beijing over his comments
criticising Chinese human rights violations.

(With inputs from Reuters)



Trump’s exit from Paris Agreement
‘threatens’ future of renewable energy

Jacob P. Koshy
NEW DELHI

ment.

The withdrawal of the
world’s second largest pol-

luter would further under-
mine the losing battle to
eep global emissions in
Iifié to prevent global tem-
peratures from rising by
more than 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius, and the future of re-
newable energy, say ex-
perts.

In 2016, when Mr.
Trump won the election
and had moved to with-
draw the U.S. from the
pact, the exit did not for-

mally take place, thanks to
the way the Paris Agree-

Near miss: Donald Trump had tried to withdraw the U.S. from the
Paris Accord in'2016 when he first came to power. AFP

ment rules were framed.
However, this time, the
U.S. can exit within a year
of formally conveying this
to the UN, which Mr.

Trump did on Monday.

remains to be seen
ow matters will play out
this time. Despite Presi-
dent Trump’s withdrawal,
there have been large dele-
gations of U.S. observers

who have participated in
every climate meet and
play a significant role.
Should Trump bar their
participation in future
meets things would be dif-
ferent,” T. Jayaraman, Se-
nior Fellow, Climate
Change, M.S. Swaminath-
an Research Foundation,
told The Hindu.

Given Mr. Trump’s sup-

port for oil and gas drilling,
experts say a greater cause
of concern was over what
his second term would
hold for investments in re-
newable technology.

“Multilateral Develop-
ment Banks are unlikely to
contipue focusing on cli-

mate finance, which is es-
sential for developing
countries. Given the veto
the U.S. holds in the World
Bank, it may force the
World Bank to move away
from climate financing,”
said Labanya Jena, sustain-
able finance specialist.
Other experts have
warned of ecological con-
sequences. “The blgg
risk 1s the Xp oitation of
i ions such as
Alaska, which are detri-
mental to global climate
u tability,” said Manjeet Pu-
ri, of The Energy Resourc-
es Institute.



Dhaka vows to
pursue Hasina’s
return, may seek
global support

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
DHAKA, JANUARY 21

Law Adviser Asif Nazrul told
reporters at the Secretariat here
that if New Delhi refuses to re-
turn Hasina, it would constitute
a violation of the extradition
treaty between Bangladesh and
India, the Daily Star newspaper
reported.

Hasina, 77, has been livingin
India since August 5 lastyear
when she fled Bangladesh fol-
lowing a massive student-led
protest that toppled her Awami
League's (AL)16-year regime.
Bangladesh's). "International

Crimes Tribunal (ICT) has issued
arrest'warrants for Hasina and
several former Cabinet minis-
ters, advisers, and military and
civil officials for “crimes against
humanity and genocide”.

iplo-

ti h
and India,” Nazrul said.
In that case, he said, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs will
take necessary steps to address
the matter within the interna-
tional community. The foreign
ministry is also making efforts
and ared alert has already been
issued, the law adviser added.
“We are doing everything we
can. The government will con-
tinue all efforts to bring Sheikh
Hasina back. If necessary, inter-

Hasina, 77, hasbeen living in
India since August 5 last year

Provisions of
i extradition treaty

UNDER THE provisions
of the India-Bangladesh
extradition treaty, extra-
dition may be refused if
the offence isone of a
"political character”.
Another clause said a
person convicted of an
extradition offence may
not be extradited unless
the person was sen-
tenced to imprisonment
or other form of deten-
tion for a period of four
months or more.

national support will be sought,"”

Nazrul said.

The relations between India
or

country.

In recent weeks, Hasina has
also accused the Yunus-led in-
terim government of perpetrat-
ing "genocide" and failing to pro-
tect minorities, especially
Hindus, since her ouster.



‘AMERICA FIRST TRADE POLICY’

Trump policy: Fix ‘unfair, unbalanced
trade, counter currency manipulation’

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 21

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Monday instructed hiscommerce
and treasury departments to in-
vestigate the causes of America’s
“large and persistent” annual trade
deficits in goods, as well as the
“economic and national security”
implications of such deficits, ac-
cordingtoanofficial document ti-
tled‘America First Trade Policy’ re-
leased by the White House on
Monday.

This holds significance for
India, whichrecorded a$50billion
trade surplus with the USin 2023
compared to $25 billion in 2019.
Indian trade policy researchers
have highlighted thatIndia’s con-
sumer goods exports, such as
pharmaceuticals, gems and jew-
ellery, and marine products, are
particularly vulnerable to US tar-
iffs due to the trade imbalance.

During his first term, Trump
had invoked national security pro-
visions to impose 25 per cent tar-
iffsonsteeland 10 per centonalu-
minium from India and other
countries and had revoked the
Generalized Systemof Preferences
(GSP), a preferential trade agree-
ment which benefited India the
most. “The Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the
Secretary of Commerce and the
Secretary of Homeland Security,
shall investigate the feasibility of
establishing and recommend the
best methods for designing, build-
ing and implementing an External
Revenue Service (ERS) to collect
tariffs, duties, and other foreign
trade-related revenues,” the White
House stated.

Trumpalsodirected the United

US President Donald Trump after signing executive orders
inside the Capital One Arena on the inauguration day of his
second presidential term, in Washington on Monday. Reuters

States Trade Representative (USTR)
toreview existing US trade agree-
ments and sectoral trade agree-
mentsand to “recommendany re-
visions that may be necessary™or
appropriate toachieve or maintain
the general level of reciprocaland
mutually advantageous conces-
sions with respect to free trade
agreement partner countries.
Notably, India,theUSand 12 other
members including Australia,
Indonesiaand Japan signed alndo-
Pacific Economic Framework
(IPEF), aregional agreement to in-
crease economic integration and
cooperation in the Indo-Pacific.
Indiaisasignatory of three pillars of
IPEF: supply chains, clean econ-
omy, and fair economy.

Focus on trade deficit
with China

ment. “The USTR shall recom-
mend appropriate actions to be
takenbasedon the findings of this
review, up toand including theim-
position of tariffs or other meas-
uresas needed,” the White House
statement read.

Notably, Trump hasappointed
China sceptic, Jamieson Greer as
the US Trade Representative
(USTR).Greer, a former military of-
ficerand international trade attor-
ney, is expected to carry forward
the trade policies of Trump's first
term. The announcement fol-
lowed speculation that Robert
Lighthizer, the architectof Trump’s
tariff war, might serve a second
term as USTR. However, Greer,
known as Lighthizer’s protégé, is
anticipated to play a similar role,
having previously served as
Lighthizer’s chief of staff during
Trump's first term.

li .

“The Seécretary of Commerce
and the United States Trade
Representative shall assesslegisla-
tive proposals regarding
Permanent Normal Trade
Relations(PNTR) withthe PRCand
make recommendations regard-
ingany proposed changes to such
legislative proposals,” the White
House said.

If the US decides to revoke
China’s PNTR status, it would re-
sult in a tariff increase on all
Chinese goods entering the US.

Target on China’s
currency manipulation

The White House has indi-
cated thatUS measures toaddress
the trade gap with China will ex-
tend beyond tariffs. “The Secretary
of nd
a

cur he
White House stated.

The US on multiple occasions
said that China has taken concrete
steps to devalue its currency and
the purpose of China’s currency
devaluation is to gain an unfair
competitiveadvantageininterna-
tional trade. According to the US
Treasury, China should pursue
more market-based economicre-
forms tobolster growth and confi-
dence inits currency.

Global tax deal
has ‘no force or
effect’ in US,
says Trump

Washington: US President Donald
Trump onMondaydeclared thata
global corporate minimum tax
deal “has no force or effect” inthe
US, effectively pulling Americaout
of the 2021 arrangement negoti-
ated by the Biden administration
with nearly 140 countries.
rump, ina presidential mem-
orandum, also ordered the US
Treasury to prepare options for
“protective measures” against
countries that have —orare likely
to—putinplacetaxrulesthatdis-
proportionately affect American
companies. The European Union,
Britain and other countries have
adopted the 15 per cent global cor-
porate minimum tax, but the US
Congress never approved meas-
ures to bring the US into compli-
ance with it. The US has a roughly
10 per cent global minimum tax,
partof Trump's landmark 2017 tax
cut package approved by
Republicans. But countries that
have adopted the 15 per cent
global minimum tax may be ina
position to collect a “top-up” tax
fromUS companies payinga lower
rate. Trump’s memo referred to
suchactions as “retaliatory.”
“Because of the Global Tax
Deal and other discriminatory for-
eign tax practices, American com-
panies may face retaliatory inter-
national tax regimes if the United
States does not comply with for-
eign tax policy objectives,” the
memo reads. REUTERS



